CCWRO Board Meeting
DATE: THURSDAY, August 12, 2010
TIME: 6:00 P.M
PLACE: Conference Call
 
In order to hook into the conference call you must follow the steps below:
1. Dial 1-866-305-2467
2. Enter the pass code number that is 273843
3. Enter pound (#)
4. You are in the conference call.
Agenda
	Agenda Item
	Board Action

	Approval of the proposed agenda
	

	Approval of the last meeting minutes
	

	Director’s Report
	

	Litigation Committee Report
	

	Legislative Report
	

	Fiscal Report
	

	Old issues
	

	New Issues
	Next Meeting October 14, 2010 at 6 p.m.

	Adjournment.
	


MINUTES OF THE 5-13-10 BOARD MEETING

	Agenda Item
	Board Action

	Approval of the proposed agenda
	The agenda was approved without objections.

	Approval of the last meeting minutes
	The minutes of the last meeting were approved without objections.

	Director’s Report
	Kevin reported that the EAF and IOLTA contracts have been duly executed. Kevin reported the CCWRO is meeting the number of trainings and meetings required by the EAF. The Directors showed that five (5) trainings have been done, five have been planned and the last two will be for child support hearing trainings for pro-bono programs.

	Litigation Committee Report
	A litigation committee meeting will be schedule in May, 2001.

	Legislative Report
	Kevin reported on an progress of AB 1914 and 2018 co-sponsored by CCWRO with Western Center on Law & Poverty



	Fiscal Report
	Kevin reported that the agency has received the first and second quarter of EAF funding, but not for the third quarter. Kevin is working on securing the third quarter funding from the Trust Fund. IOLTA money has come in. Kevin said that a check for $10,000 will be released to Slavic Assistance Center who were kind enough to loan us $20,000 to keep our doors open.

	Election of Corporate Officers

Consideration of New Board Member
	On a motion by KA and seconded by CA the board officers wee reelected.

On a motion by RR and seconded by KA Steve Weiss of BALA was seated on the Board.

	Discussion of the elements of the most recent letter from the state bar and a plan for compliance or other response.
	Kevin discussed the four items mentioned in the 5-4-10 letter from IOLTA. Kevin will draft a first cut of the letter with Grace and then circulate that to Board members before a final draft is mailed out to the Trust fund no later than May 21, 2010. 

	Old issues
	None

	New Issues
	Next Meeting August 12, 2010 at 6 p.m.

	Adjournment.
	Motion by KA seconded by CA the meeting adjourned.


DIRECTOR’S REPORT

We finally received our EAF money. Now we are waiting for our IOLTA money. 

We also have settled the Loaves v. Wagstaff case and will receive $20,000 in attorney fees.
.

	Event
	Date of Training & Location/Program
	Status

	1. CalWORKs Budget Cuts Impact on CalWORKs clients
	3-4-10; Los Angeles, LAFA
	Completed

	2. Public Benefits Fair Hearings
	1-14-10; Los Angeles, LAFA
	Completed

	3. Overview of Food Stamps
	3-2-10, Statewide, CRLA
	Completed

	4. CAPI
	11-09, CCLS, Fresno
	Completed

	5. Emergency Services- Expediting Benefits
	11-09, CCLS, Fresno
	Completed

	6. Overview of Food Stamp Benefits
	5-21-10, Yuba-Sutter Legal Services, Marysville
	Completed

	7. Overview of Public Benefits Hearings
	5-21-10, Yuba-Sutter Legal Services, Marysville
	Completed

	8. Overview of IHSS
	6-17-10, Statewide, CRLA
	Completed

	9. Overview of IHSS Fair Hearings
	6-17-10, Statewide, CRLA
	Completed

	10. Emergency Food Stamps and Cash Assistance
	6-10-10, Los Angeles, LAFLA
	Completed

	11. Overview of IHSS
	7-28-10, Statewide CRLA
	Completed

	12. Government Benefits Case Transfers from County to County and from Office to Office within DPSS, & Hearings for Out-of-County Benefits Issues
	August 12, 2010 Los Angeles, LAFLA
	Completed


Grace is working on the final touches for child support training this that would unable us to schedule some child support administrative hearing trainings with local pro-bono programs during our next EAF training year.

The meetings are going as planned. We have a new meeting with the Department of Education on Child Care issues on August 19, 2010, such as not making the case file available at their so-called administrative hearings and not affording childcare clients hearings on overpayment issues and more.

LEGISLATION.

This year CCWRO is co-sponsoring two bills with Western Center on Law and Poverty and one bill with CWDA.

AB 1914- David – This bill provides that UIB benefits can only be anticipated if the county has a printout showing exactly what day and what amount of checks the applicants would get. No such evidence – no anticipation of income. The bill has been amended reflecting the amendments of DSS which makes the bill better. CWDA is supporting this bill.
AB 2018- Food Stamp Intercounty Transfer Bill. This bill is being cosponsored by CWDA and WCLP and it is going to be law. The bill language was part of the Governor’s May Revise, thus, it is in the trailer bill. Moreover, CWDA has announced that the county computers would be ready to do intercounty transfers for food stamp cases April of 2011.
We are working on two (2) bills for 2011-2012 session:

1. Legislation that would provide hat child care recipients shall have the same level of due process hearing rights and verification procedural rights that are enjoyed by welfare recipients in California.

Child Care recipients are accorded hearings wherein they are not allowed to bring witnesses, cross-examine any adverse witnesses, review case files and other elementary due process rights accorded to individuals in due process hearings.

2. The next bill is to streamline the work participation rates of California with that of the federal TANF legislation.

Families


State Participation Hours

Federal Part. Hours

2 parent families

35 hours a week


35 hours a week

Single parents with child

Under 6 years of age
32 hours a week


20 hours a week

Single parents with child

Over 6 years of age

32 hours a week


30 hours a week

We are looking for an author and will be working on this issue after the budget passes or before.

Now it is budget time. There are some who think that the budget will be passed after the November elections.
Salary adjustment and EAF proposed Budget for 2010-2011:

The EAF budget for 2010-2011 increased from $90 to $122,000. We are attaching the proposed EAF budgets done by our consultants wherein he recommends that Kevin and Grace’s salaries be restored back to their previous level of $53,500 for Kevin and $53,000 for Grace.

CCWRO Vacation Policy

The State Bar has recommended that CCWRO establish a policy of allowing for carryover of unused vacation hours and establish a cap of $1,000 vacation pay accrual.

NEXT MEETING: 5-13-10 from 6:00 p.m.
Minutes of the 8-12-10 CCWRO Board Meeting

	Board Members Present
	Stephen Goldberg, Cynthia Anderson, Kevin Aslanian, Roman Romaso, Claire Smurr and Steve Weiss

	Board Members Absent
	Marta Chavez

	Meeting Start Time
	The meeting was called to Order at 6:05 p.m.

	Agenda Item
	Board Action

	Approval of the proposed agenda
	The agenda was approved without objections

	Approval of the last meeting minutes
	The minutes of the last meeting were approved with the instructions from the Board that future meetings shall reflect the start and finish time of the meeting and the attendees of the meeting.

	Director’s Report
	This has been a hectic three months. CCWRO has finally received its EAF funds for the first two quarters and the April-May-June quarter funds are on their way.

Our IOLTA application has been approved with four conditions;

1. Board shall get training – DONE

2.  Executive Director should get training – DONE (I am in Phoenix, Arizona right now doing the E.D. training);

3. Enhance the Board; We have one new members and I am working on adding a new attorney Board member;

4. Provide attorney supervision to the CCWRO Director of Litigation; There has been one committee meeting and the second committee report will be on May 13, 2010 right after the Board meeting; DONE

The state Bar has informed us that there may be some concerns about the committee supervision of our Director of Litigation.

Training Update

CCWRO will have to do 12 trainings by September 2010. To date we have done 5 training events and 5 have been scheduled.
Event

Date of Training & Location/Program

Status

1. CalWORKs Budget Cuts Impact on CalWORKs clients

3-4-10; Los Angeles, LAFA
Completed

2. Public Benefits Fair Hearings
1-14-10; Los Angeles, LAFA
Completed
3. Overview of Food Stamps
3-2-10, Statewide, CRLA
Completed
4. CAPI
11-09, CCLS, Fresno
Completed
5. Emergency Services- Expediting Benefits
11-09, CCLS, Fresno
Completed
6. Overview of Food Stamp Benefits
5-21-10, Yuba-Sutter Legal Services, Marysville
7. Overview of Public Benefits Hearings
5-21-10, Yuba-Sutter Legal Services, Marysville
8. Overview of IHSS
6-17-10, Statewide, CRLA
9. Overview of IHSS Fair Hearings
6-17-10, Statewide, CRLA
10. TBD
6-10-10, Los Angeles, LAFLA
11. TBD
12.TBD
Grace is working on an outline for child support training this week that would unable us to schedule some child support administrative hearing trainings with local pro-bono programs.

The meetings are going as planned. We have a new meeting with the Department of Education on Child Care issues, such as not making the case file available at their so-called administrative hearings and not affording child care clients hearings on overpayment issues and more.

LEGISLATION.

This year CCWRO is co-sponsoring two bills with Western Center on Law and Poverty and one bill with CWDA.
AB 1914- David – This bill provides that UIB benefits can only be anticipated if the county has a printout showing exactly what day and what amount of checks the applicants would get. No such evidence – no anticipation of income;

AB 2018- Food Stamp Intercounty Transfer Bill. This bill is being cosponsored by CWDA and WCLP and it is going to be law.

This years bad bills have died. The two (2) big bad bills were one to required home visit in all cases and the other bill provided that when a welfare fraud convicted person pays a fine, the money goes to the county and the DA. Both are dead.

Now it is budget time. Friday the Governor will release his May revise budget. Stay tune.



	Litigation Committee Report
	Rossiter v. Wagner, with LSNC regarding WtW; Heatcock v. Wagner, Food Stamp notice; Child Support case; Pitch v. Wagner;

	Legislative Report
	Kevin reported on the legislative work. He also reported that given the fact that we will have an EAF project next year, he will be working more on Legislation. Steve Weiss suggested that Kevin reach out to nonLSC IOLTA recipients to see if they want to be involved in Legislative work.

	Fiscal Report
	Kevin reported that the EAF money finally arrived in 2010. Cynthia asked whether CCWRO has retained the financial advisor that the Trust Fund had recommended. Kevin informed the Board that the consultant has been retained and he is working with staff to come up with a system that would generate adequate reports for the Board.

	Old issues
	None.

	New Issues
	On a motion made by CA and seconded by KA the Board adopted a new vacation policy. The new vacation policy is that the maximum vacation time that CCWRO staff can carry over from year to year is 40 hours.

	Adjournment.
	Meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m.

	New Issues
	Next Meeting November 18, 2010 at 6 p.m.


