CCWRO Board Meeting Minutes
 
Date - July 2, 2009
Day- Thursday
Time 5:30 p.m.
 
The meeting was called to order. A quorum was present:
 
Steve Goldberg; Roman Romaso; Kevin Aslanian
Cynthia Anderson, by proxy; Marta Chaves; Ann Minache
 
I. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting.
Minutes of the previous board meeting were approved without objection.
II. Approval of the proposed agenda.
The proposed agenda was approved without objections.
III. Director's Report.
Kevin reported that the 2009-2010 IOLTA contract has been approved. Kevin then reported on the progress of the DSS meetings that are facilitated by CCWRO. CCWRO is facilitating pre-meeting calls. All pre-meetings calls and the meetings can be found in the calendar on the CCWRO web page.
IV. Adoption of 2009 CCWRO Priorities
CCWRO program priorities survey of IOLTA recipients was considered by the Board. The Board having reviewed staff report adopted the following resolution:
CCWRO BOARD RESOLUTION 
1. WHEREAS, The Board of Directors for the Coalition of California Welfare Rights Organizations, Inc. has established CCWRO priorities for the IOLTA operating year 2009-2012;
2. WHEREAS, pursuant to the review of CCWRO priorities, staff mailed questionnaires to all legal service field offices to determine the priorities for CCWRO during February of 2009.
3.WHEREAS, CCWRO received 18 responses from legal services field programs;
4. WHEREAS, staff reviewed the responses of the survey and determined that the four most frequent request for services were: consultation for LSP, welfare information, litigation and welfare training;
5.WHEREAS, staff reviewed the responses of the survey and determined that the four welfare programs which generated most request for services were: CalWORKs Welfare to Work, CalWORKs Cash Aid Programs, Medi-Cal and Food Stamps;
6. WHEREAS, staff reported that, based on the result from the review of the telephone call from legal services programs and the result of the survey, staff recommended that the services and programs set forth in section 4 and 5 is responsive to the needs of the legal services community;
7. WHEREAS, the Board agrees with staff that the priorities hereafter until the next priorities survey shall be (1) providing he following types of services to legal services field offices: consultation for LSP, welfare information, litigation and welfare training; in the areas of (2) CalWORKs Welfare to Work (WtW), CalWORKs Cash Aid Program, Medi-Cal and Food Stamps;
8. WHEREAS, staff has consulted with representatives of qualified legal services programs to update these priorities and has determined that field program support the continuation of CCWRO’s existing priorities for services.
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that these priorities adopted by the Board at its July 2, 2009 meeting shall be considered the priorities for CCWRO during IOLTA fiscal year 2009-20012.
V. Fiscal Report
Kevin reported that CCWRO has a rainy day fund of in a $15,000 Certificate of Deposit that is safe and secure in a bank that is insured by the federal government. Kevin estimates that in 2009-2010 CCWRO should also receive about $20,000 in attorney fees.
VI. Litigation Report
Grace Galligher on litigation being pursued by CCWRO in concert with other programs. Grace has been working very hard on the CalWIN case and also working with LAFLA and other LSP on IHSS notice litigation. She is also working with the National Senior Citizens Law Center on litigation regarding limited English language client notices in their primary language. She also reported on the status of current litigation that can be found at: http://www.ccwro.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=56&Itemid=107
 
VII. Legislative Report
Kevin reported that this year, CCWRO sponsored bill AB 643 has been moving through the legislature without any opposition. It has cleared the Assembly and the Senate Human Services Committee. It is now waiting for a hearing before he Senate Appropriations Committee. At this time there is no activity on legislation. All eyes are locked on the budget.
VIII. Old Business
No old business.
IX. New Business
The Board considered the issue of filing litigation against DSS for refusing to issue Public Records Act (PRA) request information to CCWRO electronically as mandated in Gov. Code Section 6253.9. Grace explained that DSS is refusing to provide electronic copies of documents to CCWRO. On  6-11-09 Kevin Aslanian had to issue a check of $59.40 to obtain PRA information that was available electronically. On a duly made motion, which was seconded, CCWRO was authorized to pursue litigation on this matter. Cynthia Anderson offered to help with the litigation.
Cynthia suggested that the next meeting be an in-person meeting. She agreed that the details should be worked out after the state budget is enacted.
X. Adjournment
On a duly made motion, which was seconded and passed without objection, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Next meeting:
Thursday, November 12, 2009 at 6:30 pm.
 
Respectfully Submitted,

 

/s/ Marta Chaves
Marta Chaves, Secretary

