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September 6, 2016 - CCWRO Welfare Bill and Budget Action Tracker -  #2016-14
	
The 2015-2016 two (2) year session has ended. CalWORKs continues to be the only program that involuntarily contributes over $2 billion to the State General Fund.

No other program in State government makes such a huge involuntary contribution to the State General Fund.

And this is all happening while poverty in California has on the rise and impoverished families are existing on the fixed cash income that is equal to 31% of the federal poverty level.

Note that any family living on a fixed income that is less than 50% of the federal poverty level is living in “deep poverty”.

What Happened to the $7.1 Billion CalWORKs 
Money in the 2016-2017 State Budget?

	Payments to 500,000 Families 
Living in Deep Poverty
	$3 billion

	County Segregated 
Employment Services
	
$2 .2 billion

	Involuntary Contribution from 
Payments to Families Living in Deep Poverty to the 
State General Fund
	$1.9 billion
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Assembly Human Services Committee

Daphne Hunt, Principle Consultant – daphne.hunt@asm.ca.gov
Kelsy Castillo, Committee Consultant – kelsy.castillo@asm.ca.gov
Irene Frausto, Committee Secretary -  Irene.frausto@asm.ca.gov
• Phone – (916) 319-2089 • Fax (916) 319-2189
1020 “N” St., Suite 124, Sacramento, CA 95814
Mary Bellamy, Republican Committee Consultant – mary.bellamy@asm.ca.gov
• Phone – (916) 319-3900 • Fax (916) 319-3902
1020 “N” St., Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 95814

	Assembly Committee Member
	Human Services Staff

	Susan Bonilla-Chair (D) 
• Phone: 916-319-2014 
• Fax: 916-319-2114  • Room # 4140
	Luis Quinonez – luis.quinonez@asm.ca.gov

	Shannon Grove-Vice Chair–(R) 
• Phone: 916-319-2034 
• Fax: 916-319-2142 • Room # 4208
	Olga Shilo– olga.shilo@asm.ca.gov

	Joaquin Arambula • (D) 
• Phone: 916-319-2031
•Fax: 916-319-2131 • Room # 5164
	Genesis Tang- genesis.tang@asm.ca.gov


	Patty Lopez – (D) 
• Phone: 916-319-2039 
•Fax: 916-319-2139 • Room # 5160
	Kristi Lopez – kristi.lopez@asm.ca.gov

	Mark Stone – (D) 
• Phone: 916-319-2025 
• Fax: 916-319-2125 • Room # 5175
	Arianna Smith - Arianna.smith@asm.ca.gov

	Brian Maienschein - (R)
• Phone: 916-319-2077 
• Fax: 916-319-2177 • Room # 3098
	Erin Donnette – erin.donnette@asm.ca.gov

	Tony Thurmond- (D)  
• Phone: 916-319-2015
• Fax: 916-319-2115 • Room # 5150
	Rodolfo Aquino – Rodolfo.RiveraAquino@asm.ca.gov








ASSEMBLY BILLS
	Bill
	Sponsor & CCWRO 
Position
	Bill Description
	Next Steps

	AB 492 – Gonzalez – (D)
Room # 6013  Tel. 916-319-2080
Staff: Andrea SanMiguel
 andrea.sanmiguel@asm.ca.gov
	SUPPORT
	CalWORKs – Would require counties to issue $50 ancillary services for diapers on an EBT card.
	Vetoed by the
Governor

	AB 1584 – Brown – (D)
Room # 2136 - Tel. 916- 319-2047
Staff: Shannon McKinley
 Shannon.McKinley@asm.ca.gov

	WCLP


SUPPORT
	This bill would reinstate the SSI COLA for SSI recipient only, and not CalWORKs..
	Vetoed by the
Governor

	AB 1742- Stone –(D)
Room # 4139 -  Tel. 916-319-2077
Staff: Gabriel Villarreal
Gabriel.Villarreal@asm.ca.gov
	WCLP &
CCWRO 

SUPPORT
	CalWORKs - This bill would also increase the earned income disregard to $450 plus 70% of the reminder.
	Held in Senate 
Appropriations
Suspense File

	AB 1747 - Weber – (D)
Room # 6026 - Tel. 916- 319-2079
Staff: Marcus McKinney
Marcus.mckinney@asm.ca.gov
	WCLP

SUPPORT
	CalFresh – This bill would make food available to college students eligible for CalFresh in various ways.
	Signed by the 
Governor. Chapter 290, Statutes of 2016

	AB 1770 - Alejo - (D) 
Room #2196 -  Tel. 916--319-2030
Staff: Paco Torres
Paco.torres@asm.ca.gov
	
WCLP

SUPPORT
	CalFresh – This bill would provide CalFresh benefits to any persons lawfully residing in the USA.
	Vetoed by the
Governor

	AB 1797 – Lackey – (R) &  Weber (D)
Room # - Tel. 916- 319-2036
Staff: Antoine Hage
antoine.hage@asm.ca.gov
	
CCWRO
SUPPORT
	In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) – This bill would require the county to give IHSS applicants a confirmation number when applying 
	Signed by the 
Governor. Chapter 402, Statutes of 2016

	AB 1809 - Lopez – (D)
Room # 5160 - Tel. 916- 319-2039
Staff: Kristi Lopez
kristi.lopez@asm.ca.gov
	
SUPPORT
	CalWORKs - This bill would eliminate any asset test for the CalWORKs program.
	Held in Senate 
Appropriations
Suspense File

	AB 2057 - Stone – (D)
Room # 4139 -  Tel. 916-319-2077
Staff: Gabriel Villarreal
Gabriel.Villarreal@asm.ca.gov
	
WCLP

SUPPORT
	CalWORKs - This would exempt victims of domestic violence from participating in CalFresh work programs.
	Signed by the 
Governor. Chapter 859, Statutes of 2016

	AB 2062 - Lopez – (D)
Room # 5160 - Tel. 916- 319-2039
Staff: Jasmine Kullar
 Jasmine.Kullar@asm.ca.gov
	
CCWRO 

SUPPORT
	This bill would not assess an overpayment for CalWORKs for the month following the month of the change, like CalFresh.
	Signed by the 
Governor. Chapter 795, Statutes of 2016

	AB 2346 – Baker – (R)
Room # 4153 - Tel. 916- 319-2016
Staff: Faith Lane
faith.lane@asm.ca.gov
	CCWRO 

SUPPORT
	State Hearings - This bill would require counties and DHCS to make the state hearing position statements available electronically to claimants upon request.
	Signed by the 
Governor. Chapter 522, Statutes of 2016

	AB 2448 – Burke – (D)
Room # 5144 - Tel. 916- 319-2062
Staff: Allison Ruff
allison.ruff@asm.ca.gov

	
CWDA

SUPPORT
	CalWORKs - This bill would allow counties to allow WtW participants engage in pre-postsecondary educational activities before being required to attend job club that would not count against the 24-month clock. 
	Enrolled & waiting for the Governor’s signature

	AJR 35 – Brown – (D)
Room # 2136 - Tel. 916- 319-2047
Staff: Shannon McKinley
 Shannon.McKinley@asm.ca.gov

	CCWRO 

SUPPORT
	This bill would urge Congress to approve the needed waivers to efficiently end the SSI food Stamp cash-out. 
	Chapter 113




Senate Human Services Committee
Mareva Brown, Principle Committee Consultant – mareva.brown@sen.ca.gov
Taryn Smith, Committee Consultant – taryn.smith@sen.ca.gov
Mark Teemer, Committee Secretary – mark.teemer@sen.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 651-1524 • Fax (916) 266-9350
1020 “N” St. Suite 521, Sacramento, CA 95814
Joe Parra, Republican Committee Consultant  – joe.parra@sen.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 651-1501 • Fax (916) 445-33105
1020 “N” St. Suite 234, Sacramento, CA 95814

	Senate Member
	Human Services Staff

	Senator Mike McGuire,- (D) - Chair• Phone: 651-4002 •Fax: 651-4902 • Room # 5064
	Kelly Burns–kelly.burrns@sen.ca.gov

	Senator Tom Berryhill – (R) - Vice Chair)
• Phone: 651-4014 • Fax: 651-4914 • Room # 3076
	Matt Galligher -  matt.galligher@sen.ca.gov

	Senator Carol Liu - (D)
• Phone: 651-4025 •Fax: 651-4925 • Room # 5097
	Darcel Sanders –darcel.sanders@sen.ca.gov

	Senator Loni Hancock – (D)
• Phone: 651-4009 •Fax: 651-4909 • Room # 2080
	Marla Cowan – marla.cowan@sen.ca.gov

	Senator Janet Nguyen – (R)
• Phone: 651-4034 • Fax: 651-4934 • Room # 3048
	Cameron Demetre– cameron.demetre@sen.ca.gov




SENATE BILLS
	Bill Number Author
	Sponsor
	Bill Description
	Next Steps

	SB 23- Mitchell(D)
Room # 4082 • 916-651-4026
Luan Huynh
luan.huynh@sen.ca.gov
	EBCL 
WCLP

SUPPORT
	CalWORKs  - This bill would repeal the Maximum Family Grant (MFG) rule.
	Assembly Inactive file. MFG was repealed in the budget bill.

	SB 947- Pan – (D) 
Room # 4070 • 916-651-4006
Staff: Darin Walsh
darin.walsh@sen.ca.gov
	CCWRO
 CWDA
WCLP
SUPPORT
	CalWORKs - This bill would give the county the option to do electronic application interviews.
	Signed by the 
Governor. Chapter 798, Statutes of 2016

	SB 1232- Leno – (D)
Room # 5100 • 916-651-4011
Staff: Sunday Balalis
Sunday.balalis@sen.ca.gov

	
WCLP

SUPPORT
	CalFresh - This bill would give the require the county to provide an adequate NOA for negative action resulting from a credit report.
	Signed by the 
Governor. Chapter 308, Statutes of 2016

	SB 1339- Monning – (D) 
Room # 313 • 916-651-4017
Staff: Ryan Guillen
Ryan.Guillen@sen.ca.gov
	CCWRO  WCLP
United Way of California
SUPPORT
	CalWORKs/CalFresh/
Medi-Cal  - This bill would simplify the inter-county-transfer process for CalWORKs by not requiring an interview and more.
	Signed by the 
Governor. Chapter 801, Statutes of 2016




Assembly Appropriations Committee

Jennifer Swenson, Principal Consultant Human Services –
jennifer.swenson@asm.ca.gov
• Phone - 916.319.2081 • fax 916.319.2181 • Room # 2114
Republican Consultant Julie Souliere, julie.souliere@asm.ca.gov
• 916-319-2637 • Room 6027 –

Committee Members	           Office		Phone		              Fax
  Lorena Gonzales (D) Chair	 	 	  Room 2114		(916) 319-2051 		(916) 319-2080
Frank Bigelow - (R)(Vice Chair)     	Room 6027 		(916) 319-2005 		(916) 319-2105
Richard Bloom - (D)		Room 2003 		(916) 319-2050 		(916) 319-2150
Susan A. Bonilla - (D)			Room 4140 		(916) 319-2014		(916) 319-2114
Rob Bonta - (D)	Room 6005 		(916) 319-2018 		(916) 319-2118
Ian C. Calderon - (D)		Room 2148 		(916) 319-2057 		(916) 319-2157
Ling Ling Chang- (R)		Room 3149 		(916) 319-2055 		(916) 319-2155
Tom Daly - (D)		Room 3126 		(916) 319-2069 		(916) 319-2169
Susan Talamantes Eggman - (D)   	Room 3173 		(916) 319-2013 		(916) 319-2113
James Gallagher - (R)		Room 5128 		(916) 319-2003 		(916) 319-2103
Eduardo Garcia - (D)		Room 4162 		(916) 319-2056 		(916) 319-2156
Chris R. Holden - (D)		Room 319 		(916) 319-2041 		(916) 319-2141
Brian W. Jones - (R)		Room 3141		(916) 319-2071 		(916) 319-2071
Bill Quirk - (D)		Room 2163 		(916) 319-2020 		(916) 319-2120
Donald P. Wagner - (R)		Room 3098 		(916) 319-2068 		(916) 319-2168
Shirley N. Weber - (D)		Room 6026 		(916) 319-2079 		(916) 319-2179
Jim Wood - (D)		Room 5164 		(916) 319-2002 		(916) 319-2102





Senate Appropriations Committee

Debra Cooper, Consultant Human Services – debra.cooper@sen.ca.gov
• Phone 916-651-4101 Fax • 916-651-4901 • Room # 2206
Republican Consultant - Shantele Denny- shantel.denny@sen.ca.gov 
 • 916-651-1501 • 1020 “N” Street, Suite 234, Sacramento, CA 95814

 Committee Member		 Room		     Phone	                           Fax
Senator Ricardo Lara - (D) (Chair)	  5050		(916) 651-4033		(916) 651-4933
Senator Patricia Bates - (R) (Vice Chair)	  4048		(916) 651-4036		(916) 651-4936
Senator Jim Beall - (D)			  5066		(916) 651-4015 		(916) 651-4915
Senator Jerry Hill - (D)			  5035		(916) 651-4013		(916) 651-4913
Senator Connie Leyva - (D)		  4061		(916) 651-4020 		(916) 651-4920
Senator Tony Mendoza - (D)		  5061		(916) 651-4032 		(916) 651-4932
Senator Jim Nielsen - (R)		  2068		(916) 651-4004 		(916) 651-4904



LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR FOR 2016 REGULAR SESSION




Sep. 9 —Last day for each house to pass bills (J.R. 61(a)(14)). Interim Study Recess begins at the end of this day’s session (J.R. 51(a)(4)). 

Oct. 7 —Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature on or before Sep. 11 and in the Governor’s possession after Sep. 11 (Art. IV, Sec. 10(b)(1)

CCWRO Services




The Coalition of California Welfare Rights Organizations, Inc. (CCWRO) is a state- wide nonprofit organization providing support services to qualified legal service field programs (QLSPs) funded by the Legal Services Trust Fund Commission. CCWRO has been providing support services for the past 35 years.

CCWRO provides consultation, information and representation for IOLTA qualified legal services programs regarding public benefit programs such as: CalWORKs, CalFresh, also known as Food Stamps or SNAP, General Assistance and General Relief, SSI , Welfare to Work and other Public Assistance Programs.

CCWRO maintains current information on the status of pending or recently proposed and enacted state and federal legislation and regulations.

CCWRO collects, monitors and disseminates statistical information relating to public assistance programs throughout California to legal services programs statewide.

CCWRO provides public benefits training upon request depending on availability of staff. 

Programs Covered

* CalWORKs
* Cash Assistance to Immigrants (CAPI)
* Child Care
* Child Support
* CalFresh, also known as Food Stamps or SNAP
* General Assistance/ General Relief
* In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS)
* Medi-Cal
* Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA)
* Welfare Immigration 
* SSI eligibility issues 
* Welfare-to-Work (WtW) 

Services

CCWRO provides:

- Immediate response to questions from legal services programs regarding public benefit programs, laws and regulations.

- Collects and disperses statistical information and analysis on the public assistance programs, including statistical information upon request from qualified legal services program. 

- Provide status information on pending state legislation and regulations.

- Legislative Advocacy

- Administrative Advocacy

- Co-counsel on administrative lawsuits. 

- Client representation assistance at fair hearings.

CCWRO Staff

Kevin Aslanian, Executive Director, 
Legislative Advocate, Public Benefits Specialist 
Email: kevin.aslanian@ccwro.org
Phone: 916-712-0071

Grace Galligher, Directing Attorney 
Public Benefits 
Email: grace.galligher@gmail.com 
Phone: 916-947-1037

Daphne Macklin, Advocate
Email: tlk2014dlm@gmail.com
Phone: 916-613-8586
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