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On May 10, 2024, Governor Newsom revealed his 2024-2025 budget. As stated by the governor at his press conference, this is a budget proposal for FY 24-25 and FY 25-26 “state fiscal year 24-25 plus one year”. The FY 2024-2025 May revise reveals, of the $9.4 billion available for CalWORKs eligible families, an estimated $2.8 billion will be used for non-CalWORKs programs as a way of building a state budget-on the backs of CalWORKs children living in toxic poverty - on an average grant that is less than 50% of the federal poverty level. May revise contains some unconscionable cuts to childcare and CalWORKs. TABLE # 1 
Unspent Single Allocation Funds Returned to the State General Fund by County Welfare Departments. 
FY 2014-15
 $ 168.3 million
FY 2015-16
 $ 00 
FY 2016-17
 $ 72 million
FY 2017-18
 $ 319.2 million
FY 2018-19
 $ 376.2 million 
FY 2019-20
 $ 403.3 million 
FY 2020-21
 $ 688.7 million 
FY 2021-22
 $ 368.7 million 
FY 2022-23
 $ 336 million 
Source: California Department of Finance.


The Governor stated that the State is facing a $27.6 billion deficit for 2024-2025. Past Democratic and Republican Governors have traditionally reduced the CalWORKs cash grants as a solution when facing budget deficits. The largest CalWORKs cut is the $272 cut for the CalWORKs single allocation that has been underspent for many years by counties. See 
TABLE #1 for a recent history of unspent single allocation that counties have refused to use. It should be noted that:

• In 1980-1981 Democrat Jerry Brown reduced then AFDC (now CalWORKs) grants by 2.1%. 
• Republican Pete Wilson reduced AFDC grants by 5.8%, in FY 1991-1992, 2.7% in FY 1993-1994 and 8.9% in FY 1996-1997. 
• In FY 2009-2010 Republican Arnold Schwarzenegger reduced CalWORKs grants by 4%. 
• In 2011-2012 Democratic Governor Jerry Brown reduced CalWORKs grants by 8%. 

We must publicly say that the Newsom administration has changed course and has not attacked poor families’ CalWORKs cash grants and we are very grateful for that.

The FY 24-25 and FY 25-26 proposed budget deficit solution cuts included cuts to the CalWORKs program that were described in the Department of Finance webpage
We must publicly say that the Newsom administration has changed course and did not attack poor families CalWORKs grants and we are very grateful for that.

. 
TABLE # 2 on page 2 reveals categories of the cuts for the Department of Social Services. CDSS-operated childcare programs will endure 100% of the FY23-24 cuts, 56% of the FY24-25 cuts and 62% of the FY25-26. It should be noted that these cuts are for new childcare slots that were authorized but never filled. The next program enduring large cuts is the CalWORKs program – 31% in FY 24-25 and 16% in FY 25-26. 

On page 2 there is a more comprehensive list of cuts in store for programs under the Department of Social Services. See TABLE #3.


	TABLE #2 - Summary of CDSS Programs 
Proposed for Cuts in FY 24-25 and 25-26

	(in millions)

	State Fiscal Year
	FY 23-24
	%
	FY 24-25
	%
	FY 25-26
	%

	Adult Programs
	 $
	 
	 $ 57
	4%
	 $ 57
	4%

	CalWORKs Program
	 $
	 
	 $ 495
	31%
	 $ 248
	16%

	Childcare Program
	$597
	100%
	 $ 900
	56%
	 $ 986
	62%

	Homeless Programs
	 $
	 
	 $        
	0%
	 $ 195
	12%

	Immigrant Progams
	 $
	 
	 $ 98
	6%
	 $ 95
	6%

	Total
	 $ 598
	 
	 $ 1,621 
	100%
	$ 1,580
	100%





	TABLE #3 - List of Budget Cuts in the Governors Fiscal Year 24-25 plus one year for CDSS Programs

	 
	Title
	2022-23
	2023-24
	2024-25
	2025-26
	Category

	(in millions)

	CDSS
	Housing and Disability Advocacy Program
	 
	 
	 
	 $50 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Bringing Families Home Program
	 
	 
	 
	 $80 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Home Safe Program
	 
	 
	 
	 $65 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Total Homeless Program Cuts
	 
	 
	 
	 $195 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	In-Home Supportive Services Permanent Backup Provider System
	 
	 
	 $12 
	 $12 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Adult Protective Services Expansion
	 
	 
	 $40 
	 $40 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Adult Protective Services Training
	 
	 
	 $5 
	 $5 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Total Adult Program Cuts
	 
	 
	 $57 
	 $57 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Minimum Nutrition Benefit Pilot
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Foster Care Caregiver Approvals
	 
	 
	 $50 
	 $50 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	CalWORKs Home Visiting Program
	 
	 
	 $47 
	 $47 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	CalWORKs Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services
	 
	 
	 $126 
	 $126 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	CalWORKs Single Allocation
	 
	 
	 $272 
	 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Work Incentive Nutrition Supplement Program
	 
	 
	 
	 $25 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Total CalWORKs Program Cuts
	 
	 
	 $495
	 $248 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Childcare Slot Expansion
	 
	 
	 $489 
	 $951 
	Pause/Delay

	CDSS
	Childcare Emergency Childcare Bridge Program Expansion
	 
	 
	 $35 
	 $35 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Childcare General Fund Offset - Federal Funds and Cannabis Fund
	 
	 $597 
	 $376 
	 
	Fund Shift

	CDSS
	Total Childcare Program Cuts
	 
	 $597
	 $900
	 $986 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	Rapid Response
	 
	 
	 $29 
	 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	In-Home Supportive Services for Undocumented Individuals
	 
	 
	 $95 
	 $95 
	Reductions

	CDSS
	California Food Assistance Program Expansion
	 
	 
	 $31 
	 
	Pause/Delay

	CDSS
	Total Immigrant Program Cuts
	 
	 
	 $98
	 $95 
	Reductions

	TOTAL
	$
	 $597 
	 $1,621 
	 $1,580 
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