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2024-2025 Budget Highlights


• Most of the CalWORKs cuts not enacted in the final budget

• Family Stabilization funding has been preserved, but there was no reform to make program equitably available to all Californians throughout the State

• The CalFresh “comparable CalWORKs sanction for CalFresh was eliminated at the cost of $80,000 and administrative savings of $126,000 General Fund. This change would also bring an estimated $5.7 million of CalFresh benefits to California.

• AB 161 includes language authorizing California to apply for the Fiscal Responsibility Act TANF Pilot that would make the WtW program more “beneficiary-centered”. The budget appropriates $2.4 for the pilot.


Assembly Human Services Committee

Alexandria Smith, Staff Director – Alexandria.Smith@asm.ca.gov
Jessica Langtry, Principal Consultant – Jessica.Langtry@asm.ca.gov
Bri-Anna Hernandez, Consultant –  Bri-ann.hernandez@asm.ca.gov 
Toni Zupan, Committee Secretary – toni.zupan@asm.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 319-2089 • Fax (916) 319-2189
1020 “N” St., Suite 124, Sacramento, CA 95814
Republican Committee Consultant – Eric Dietz, Consultant
 eric.dietz@asm.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 319-3900 • Fax (916) 319-3902
1020 “N” St., Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 95814
	Committee Member
	Human Services Staff

	Alex Lee, (D) Chair
• Phone - 916-319-2024 • Room # 6330
	Allison Lim
Allison.lim@asm.ca.gov

	Bill Essayli, (R) Vice Chair
• Phone - 916-319-2063 •Room # 4520
	Dylan David
dylan.davis@asm.ca.gov

	Lisa Calderon 
• Phone – 916-319-2056 • Room # 4650
	Maryana Khames
maryana.khames@asm.ca.gov

	Mike Gibson, (D) 
• Phone – 916-319-2065 • Room # 6210
	John Schaeffer
john.schaeffer@asm.ca.gov

	Corey Jackson (D) 
• Phone – 916-319-2060 • Room # 6120
	Dubrea Sanders
dubrea.sanders@asm.ca.gov 

	Devon Mathis, (R)
• Phone – 916-319-2033 • Room # 5530
	Aaron Rice
ararin.rice@asm.ca.gov

	Liz Ortega, (D) 
• Phone – 916-319-2020 • Room # 5120
	Candice Riley
candice.riley@asm.ca.gov




	Assembly Bills


All Support/Oppose letters must be submitted here
	Bill Number Author
	Sponsor
	Bill Description
	Next Steps

	AB 274 -   Isaac Bryan 
• Phone – 916-319-2055 
• Room # 5630
• Staff- Amy Ho
 Amy.Ho@asm.ca.gov
	CCWRO
WCLP
u*aspire

	This bill would exempt as income for CalWORKs or CalFresh purposes any student assistance that is not means-tested.
	Two-Year Bill.
Senate Floor


	AB 1808- Nguyen & Davies
• Phone – 916-319-20
• Room # 572010	
Staff – Zak Castillo-Krings

	
	This bill would reduce reporting requirements to maintain eligibility for Stage 1, 2 and 3 CalWORKs childcare.
	Senate 
Approps. 
Suspense File

	AB 1961 – Wicks
• Phone – 916-319-2014
• Room # 8140
Staff – Zak Castillo-Krings
zak.castillo-krings@asm.ca.gov

	UFCW
	This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation requiring the State of California to develop a strategic master plan to end hunger in California.
	Senate 
Approps. 


	AB 1968 – Jackson
• Phone – 916-319-2014
• Room # 6120
Staff – Dubrea Sanders
dubrea.sanders@asm.ca.gov


	
	This bill would require the CDSS and Franchise Tax Board to identify qualifying individuals 60 years of age or older and create a system to automatically enroll those individuals into the CalFresh program.
	Held in Assembly
Appropriations Committee.

	AB 2033 - Reyes
• Phone – 916-319-2050
• Room # 4510
Staff – Hector Deleon
hector.deleon@asm.ca.gov

	u*aspire
CCWRO

	This bill would require, on or before September 1, 2025, at least one convenience or grocery store located on each campus of the California Community Colleges to accept the use of EBT cards, as specified.
	Senate 
Approps. 


	AB 2141- Gibson
• Room # 8110
• Phone – 916-319-2065
Staff – John Schaeffer
John.Schaeffer@asm.ca.gov

	WCLP and CCWRO
	This bill would include general assistance benefits among the cash assistance benefits that may be delivered by direct deposit. The bill would also require the applications for programs providing cash assistance benefits to include information on the application regarding the applicant’s right to have their funds directly deposited.

	Held in Assembly
Appropriations Committee.

	AB 2150 – Arambula
• Room # 6130
• Phone – 916-319-2031 
• Staff – Sana Jaffrey
sana.jeffrey@asm.ca.gov

	CAFB
	This bill would require the CWDs to consult with college basic needs leaders developing protocols of to serve the food insecure college students.



	Held in Assembly
Appropriations Committee.

	AB 2224- Santiago
• Room # 6150
• Phone – 916-319-2054
• Staff: Clarissa Dominguez
clarissa.dominguez@asm.ca.gov

	ILRC

LACL&J
	This bill would provide immigration services to file a petition a federal agency for special immigrant juvenile status (SIJS), and to individuals who received.
	Senate Floor – Third Reading

	AB 2241- Alvarez
• Phone – 916-319-2080
• Room # 5320
• Staff- Cynthia Yepez
Cynthia.Yepez@asm.ca.gov
	WCLP and CCWRO
	This bill would require counties to accept changes effecting their public social services through email too.
	Held in Assembly
Appropriations Committee.

	AB 2343 - Schiavo
• Room # 4140
• Phone – 916-319-2040 
• Staff – mariam.farouk@asm.ca.gov


	CCRC
	This bill would provide enhanced support and navigation services to those recipients experiencing homelessness, escaping domestic violence, or both for stage 1 and 2 child care.
	Senate Floor – Third Reading

	AB 2415 – Juan Carillo
• Phone – 916-319-2039
• Room # 4320
• Staff – Brenda Contreras
Brenda.Contreras@asm.ca.gov
	CHIRLA
	CAPI expansion bill.
	Held in Assembly
Appropriations Committee.

	AB 2446 – Liz Ortega, (D) 
• Phone – 916-319-2020 
• Room # 5120
• Staff – Candace Riley
Candace.riley@asm.ca.gov
	CAFB
Grace

	The bill would establish diapers as a covered Medi-Cal benefit for a child greater than 3 years of age with a condition that contributes to incontinence.
	Senate Approps

	AB 2452  – Quirk-Silva
• Phone – 916-319-2067 
• Room # 4210
• Staff -Christopher Aguilera
Christopher.Aguilera@asm.ca.gov


	CCWRO
	The bill would require a participant in welfare-to-work activities to be issued a monthly advance transportation payment of $100 and would provide for the issuance of supplemental payments for actual costs over $100.
	Senate Approps

	AB 2458 -Berman
• Phone – 916-319-2023
• Room # 8130
Staff – Ellen Green
elllen.green@asm.ca.gov


	u*aspire
CCWRO

	This bill would require the information on student parent internet web pages to include additional information on student parent services and resources, including public benefits. It would also require student data collection.
	Senate Approps Suspense File

	AB 2704 - Zbur
• Phone – 916-319-2051 
• Room # 4350
• Staff - Salena Valencia
salena.valencia@asm.ca.gov
	
	This bill would require any IHSS criminal background checks to be conducted at the county’s expense.
	Senate Approps

	AB 2818 - Mathis
• Phone – 916-319-2033 
• Room # 5530
• Staff – Alexander Smith
AlexanderSmith@asm.ca.gov

	

	This bill would require each county jail to work with local health and human services agencies with reentry persons.
	Senate Approps

	AB 2929 – Juan Carillo
• Phone – 916-319-2039
• Room # 4320
• Staff – Jeneellee Sermin
Jeneellee.Sermin@asm.ca.gov


 

	Children’s Law 
Center
California
	This bill would require the court, in conducting the periodic status review for a child or nonminor dependent who is not residing with their relatives, kin, or an Indian custodian, to determine whether the social worker has continued efforts, and in the case of an Indian child, the active efforts, to locate any relatives or kin who could provide family support or possible placement of the child and the names of those relatives or kin. The bill would also require the supplemental report for a child or nonminor dependent who does not reside with their relatives, kin, or an Indian custodian to additionally include the efforts, and in the case of an Indian child, the active efforts, and findings that the social worker has made to locate any relatives or kin who could provide family support or possible placement of the child or nonminor dependent and the name of those relatives or kin.
	Senate Approps




















Senate Human Services Committee

Heather Hopkin s, Staff Director – Heather.Hopkins@sen.ca.gov
Bridget Hankerson, Principal Consultant - Bridgett.Hankerson@sen.ca.gov
Mark Teemer, Committee Secretary – varnell.smith@sen.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 651-1524 • Fax (916) 266-9350
1020 “N” St. Suite 521, Sacramento, CA 95814
Joe Parra, Republican Committee Consultant – joe.parra@sen.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 651-1501 • Fax (916) 445-3105
1020 “N” St. Suite 234, Sacramento, CA 95814
	Committee Member
	Human Services Staff

	Senator Marie Alvarado-Gil (Chair)
• Phone (916) 651-4004  •Room # 7240
	Erica Harnik, Legislative Aide
Erica.harnik@sen.ca.gov

	Senator Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh (Vice Chair)
• Phone (916) 651-4023  •Room # 7240
	Nickie Taylor, Legislative Aide
nickie.taylor@sen.ca.gov

	Senator Melissa Hurtado
• Phone (916) 651-4016  •Room # 7310
	Harrison Pardini
Harrison.pardini@sen.ca.gov

	Senator Caroline Menjivar
• Phone (916) 651-4020  •Room # 6720
	Kimberly Fuentes
Kimberly.fuentes@sen.ca.gov

	Senator Aisha Wahab
• Phone (916) 651-4410  •Room # 7330
	Freddie Quantana, Legislative Aid
freddie.quantana@sen.ca.gov



	Senate Bills



All Support/Oppose letters must be submitted here.

	Bill Number Author
	Sponsor
	Bill Description
	Next Steps

	SB 242 - Skinner
• Phone (916) 651-4009 
• Room # 8630
• Staff: George Jackson
George.jackson@sen.ca.gov  
	
	This bill would make changes in the child support system that would improve the system and comply with federal law.
	Assembly
Approps. 
Suspense File

	SB 245- Hurtado
• Phone (916) 651-4016 
• Room # 7310
• Staff: Marrisol Ibarra
marisol.ibarra@sen.ca.gov

	California Immigrant Policy Center
	This bill would provide CalFresh benefits to all Californians no matter what their immigration status. 
	Assembly
Approps. 
Suspense File

	SB 1011 – Jones
• Phone (916) 651-4040 
• Room # 7640
• Staff: John McHale
John.McHale@sen.ca.gov
	
	This bill would make certain instances of homelessness a crime.

	Failed passage in Assembly Public Safety Committee

	SB 1078 - Min
• Phone (916) 651-4037 
• Room # 6710
• Staff: Jhosseline Guardado
Jhosseline.Guardado@sen.ca.gov

	
	This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to create an Office of Language Access to provide critical oversight, accountability, and coordination across various state agencies to ensure limited-English-proficient individuals have meaningful access to government programs and services, as specified.
	Assembly
Approps. 

	SB 1107- Durazo
• Phone (916) 651-4026
• Room # 7530
• Staff: Fernando Ramirez
fernando.ramirez@sen.ca.gov
	WCLP 
and CCWRO
	This bill would require counties to maintain a process for access to mail by beneficiaries who lack a place to get mail.
	Held in Senate 
Senate
Appropriations Committee.

	SB 1245 - Bough
• Phone (916) 651-4023
• Room # 7220
• Staff: Nicki Taylor
Nicki.Taylor@sen.ca.gov
	CWDA
	This bill would expand the definition of “health provider” for IHSS paramedical services.

	Held in Senate Approps.

	SB 1126 - Min
• Phone (916) 651-4037 
• Room # 6710
• Staff: Heather Kaden
Heather.Kaden@sen.ca.gov

	• CPEDV
• UCIDV Law Clinic
• ABMoC
• Future 
without  
violence
• FVAP
• Public 
Counsel

	This bill would provide that a child witnessing domestic violence is not a sufficient basis for reporting or defining child abuse or neglect, or neglect does not apply to how a child witnessing domestic violence or residing in a household where domestic violence exists may be relevant to determination of
 child custody or visitation.
	Inactive file

	SB 1254 - Becker
• Phone (916) 651-4013
• Room # 7250
• Staff:  Amaya Childes
Amaya Childes@sen.ca.gov
	None
	This bill would create a workgroup to streamline and improve the enrollment in the CalFresh program for inmates being released.
	Assembly
Approps. 


	SB 1289 – Roth 
• Phone (916) 651-4031
• Room # 7510
• Staff:  Jen Flory
Jen.flory@sen.ca.gov
	WCLP 
and CCWRO
	This bill would require DHCS, in concert with CDSS to create minimum standards for call centers funded with state funds.
	Assembly
Approps. 
Suspense File

	SB 1355 – Wahab
• Phone (916) 651-4410
• Room # 7330
• Staff:  Karen Bernal
Karen.Bernal@sen.ca.gov


	
	This bill would require an IHSS recipient to be continuously eligible for Medi-Cal for 3 years and would prohibit a redetermination of Medi-Cal eligibility before 3 years, except as specified.
	
Held in Senate Appropriations.

	SB 1396 – Alvarado-Gil
• Phone (916) 651-4004
• Room # 7240
• Staff:  Erica Harnick
Erica.Harnick@sen.ca.gov

	CWDA

ChildrenNOW
	This bill would expand the CalWORKs home visiting program for children of 24 months old to children 36 months old.
	Assembly
Approps. 


	SB 1415 - Glazer
• Phone (916) 651-4007
• Room # 7520
• Staff:  Jesus Nolasco
Jesus.Nolasco@sen.ca.gov


	CCWRO Lead 
Supporter
	This bill would allow in determining the family’s total monthly household income for the CalWORKs permanent housing assistance to include any amount of money that is regularly received from other government and nonprofit housing and any regularly received private support and refer the family to other homeless programs and give priority to the assistance unit for those services.
	Assembly
Approps. 
Suspense File 












	Assembly Budget Committee Subcommittee No. 2 – Human Services



Subcommittee Staff
Democratic Committee Consultant
Nicole Vazquez – 916-319-2099
Nicole.Vazquez@asm.ca.gov
Republican Committee Consultant
Sarah Haynes and Eric Dietz, – 916-319-3900
eric.dietz@asm.ca.gov
sarah.haynes@asm.ca.gov

2024-2025 Assembly Budget Bill 1812

	Subcommittee Member
	Staff
	Staff Email

	Corey Jackson, Chair – 
• Phone – 916-391-2060 • Room # 6120
	Dubrea Sanders
	Dubrea.sanders@asm.ca.gov


	Alex Lee (D) 
• Phone – 916-391-2024 • Room # 6330
	Andrew White
	Andew.white@asm.ca.gov

	Maria Waldron (R)
• Phone – 916-391-2075 • Room # 6140
	Kendra Johnson

	  kendra.johnson@asm.ca.gov
























	Senate Budget Committee Subcommittee # 3



Subcommittee Staff
Democratic Committee Consultant
Elizabeth Schmitt – 916-651-4103
Elizabeth.Schmitt@sen.ca.gov
Republican Committee Consultant
Megan DeSousa– 916-916-651-1501
Megan.DeSousa@sen.ca.gov

2023-2024 Senate Budget Bill 917

	Subcommittee Member
	Staff
	Staff Email

	Senator Caroline Menjivar (Chair)
• Phone (916) 651-4020 •Room # 6720
	Kimberly Fuentes
	Kimberly.Fuentes@sen.ca.gov



	Senator Susan Talamantes Eggman
• Phone (916) 651-4005 •Room # 8530
	Logan Hess
	logam.hess@sen.ca.gov


	Senator Shannon Grove
• Phone (916) 651-4012 •Room # 7150
	Mark Reeder
	Mark.reeder@sen.ca.gov


	Senator Richard D. Roth
• Phone (916) 651-4031 •Room # 7510
	Mikaila Kruse
	mikaila.kruse@sen.ca.gov








13
California Public Benefits Legislative Bill & Budget Action Tracker 2024-07















2024 LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR SECOND YEAR OF 
BIENNIUM 2023–24 REGULAR CALENDAR


Aug. 5 —Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess (J.R. 51(b)(2)).

Aug. 16 —Last day for fiscal committees to meet and report bills (J.R. 61(b)(14)).
Aug. 19-31 —Floor session only. No committee may meet for any purpose except Rules Committee, bills referred pursuant to Assembly Rule 77.2, and Conference Committees (J.R. 61(b)(15)).

Aug. 23 —Last day to amend bills on the Floor (J.R. 61(b)(16)).

Aug. 31 —Last day for each house to pass bills (Art. IV, Sec 10(c), J.R. 61(b)(17)). Final Recess begins upon adjournment (J.R. 51(b)(3)).

Sep. 2 —Labor Day.

Sep. 30 —Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature before Sept. 1 and in the Governor’s possession on or after Sept. 1 (Art. IV, Sec. 10(b)(2)).

Oct. 2 —Bills enacted on or before this date take effect January 1, 2025. (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)).
Nov. 5 —General Election.

Nov. 11 —Veterans Day.

Nov. 28-29 —Thanksgiving.

Nov. 30 —Adjournment sine die at midnight (Art. IV, Sec. 3(a)).

Dec. 2 —2025–26 Regular Session convenes for Organizational Session at 12 noon. (Art. IV, Sec. 3(a)).

Dec. 23-25 —Winter Holiday.

Dec. 31-Jan. 1, 2025 —New Year Holiday.

2025 - Jan. 1 —Statutes take effect (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)).


















CCWRO Services for IOLTA Qualified Legal Services Field Programs




CCWRO - The Coalition of California Welfare Rights Organizations, Inc. (CCWRO) is a state- wide nonprofit organization providing support services to qualified legal service field programs (QLSPs) funded by the Legal Services Trust Fund Commission. CCWRO has been providing support services for the past 35 years.

CCWRO provides consultation, information and representation for IOLTA qualified legal services programs regarding public benefit programs such as: CalWORKs, CalFresh, also known as Food Stamps or SNAP, General Assistance and General Relief, SSI, Welfare to Work and other Public Assistance Programs.

CCWRO maintains current information on the status of pending or recently proposed and enacted state and federal legislation and regulations.

CCWRO collects, monitors and disseminates statistical information relating to public assistance programs throughout California to legal services programs statewide.

CCWRO provides public benefits training upon request depending on availability of staff. 

Programs Covered
• CalWORKs
• Cash Assistance to Immigrants (CAPI)
• Child Care
• Child Support
• CalFresh, also known as Food Stamps or SNAP
• General Assistance/ General Relief
• In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS)
• Medi-Cal
• Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA)
• Welfare Immigration 
• SSI eligibility issues 
• Welfare-to-Work (WtW)  















Services CCWRO provides:
- Immediate response to questions from legal services programs regarding public benefit programs, laws and regulations.

- Collects and disperses statistical information and analysis on the public assistance programs, including statistical information upon request from qualified legal services program. 

- Provides status information on pending state legislation and regulations.

- Legislative Advocacy

- Administrative Advocacy

- Co-counsel on administrative lawsuits. 

- Client representation assistance at fair hearings.

CCWRO Staff
1111 Howe Avenue, Suite 635
Sacramento, CA 958725-8661
Telephone – 916-736-0616 Fax- 916-736-2645

Kevin Aslanian, Executive Director, 
Legislative Advocate • Email:kevin.aslanian@ccwro.org
Cell Phone: 916-712-0071

Grace Galligher, Directing Attorney 
Public Benefits • Emil:  grace.galligher@ccwro.org

Andrew Chen, Staff Attorney 
Public Benefits   • Email: Andrew.checn@ccwro.org

Andrés Holguin-Flores, Staff Attorney 
Public Benefits   
• Email: andres.holguin-flores@ccwro.org


Heather Willoughby, Program Analyst 
Homeless Prevention Public Benefits Programs
• Email: heather.willoughby@ccwro.org

Daphne Macklin, Advocate
Public Benefits 
• Email: Daphne. Macklin@ccwro.org
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