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The 2025-2026 California CalWORKs State Budget	Comment by David Aslanian: This box basically uneditable. it’s info that’s immedoately repeated below it so I think we should just delete the chart. 	Comment by Luan Huynh: I capitalized a whole bunch of stuff for consistency. Can’t edit expenditure. Not sure what Kevin intends with words that are capitalized and words that are not.	Comment by Luan Huynh: I do not have time to fact check this information, but it needs to be verified with official data sources. Maybe Kevin can produce that as a form of verification. 


According to the California Legislative Analyst Office (LAO), describes the CalWORKs budget for 2025-2026 shows that 46% of the federal TANF money is not being used to aid Californias CalWORKs Families with children living in deep poverty:	Comment by Luan Huynh: If Kevin can link the LAO document, that would be great. I have not fact check this. David, please do it if you can.

According to the LAO “California receives $3.7 billion annually for its TANF block grant (which does not change year over year), over $2 billion of which goes to CalWORKs (the remainder helps fund aid for some low-income college students and various other human services programs).”


Assembly Human Services Committee

Alexandria Smith, Staff Director – Alexandria.Smith@asm.ca.gov
Jessica Langtry, Principal Consultant – Jessica.Langtry@asm.ca.gov
Bri-Anna Hernandez, Consultant –  Bri-ann.hernandez@asm.ca.gov
Toni Zupan, Committee Secretary – toni.zupan@asm.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 319-2089 • Fax (916) 319-2189
1020 “N” St., Suite 124, Sacramento, CA 95814
Republican Committee Consultant – Eric Dietz, Consultant
eric.dietz@asm.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 319-3900 • Fax (916) 319-3902
1020 “N” St., Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 95814
	Committee Member
	Human Services Staff	Comment by Luan Huynh: Human Services Staff should read, Member Staff Assigned to Human Services.

Not sure you need to mention staff each time. I would take it out. If it is left in, then need to indicate staff for Latifah Alexandr for consistency.

	Alex Lee, (D) Chair
• Phone - 916-319-2024 • Room # 6330
	Allison Lim
Allison.lim@asm.ca.gov

	Leticia Castiullo (R) Vice Chair
• Phone - 916-319-2058 •Room # 4240
	Staff: Dylan David
dylan.davis@asm.ca.gov

	Lisa Calderon (D)
• Phone – 916-319-2056 • Room # 4650
	Staff: Kayla Daniels
kayla.daniels@asm.ca.gov

	Sade Elhawary (D)
• Phone – 916-319-2057 • Room # 6320
	Staff: Grace Dikho
grace.dikho@asm.ca.gov

	Bill Essayli, (R)
• Phone – 916-319-2063 • Room # 4520
	Staff: Dylan Davis
dylan.davis@asm.ca.gov

	Corey Jackson (D)
• Phone – 916-319-2060 • Room # 6120
	Latifah Alexandr
latifah.alexandr@asm.ca.gov

	Celeste Rodriguez (D)
• Phone – 916-319-2043 • Room # 4320
	Staff: Jenilee Fermin
jenilee.fermin@asm.ca.gov



	2025 Committee Hearing Dates	Comment by Luan Huynh: 2023 Assembly Human Services Committee Dates.

People need to know to check the website for the human services agenda; and the daily file will have information about when hearings occur. Some bills are cross referred and so it’s important to do that as they are not only in human services. Like AB 79 is being crossed referred.

	Hearing Date
	Amendments Due in 
Legislative Counsel Form (12:00 p.m.)
	Support/Opposition Letters Due (5:00 p.m.)

	March 11,2025
	March 4, 2025
	March 5, 2025

	March 25, 2025
	March 18, 2025
	March 19, 2025

	April 8, 2025
	April 1, 2025
	April 2, 2025

	April 29, 2025
	April 22, 2025
	April 23, 2025



Note: It’s important to check the Assembly Human Services Committee’s website hearing page to determine or the Daily File to determine what bills will be heard on which days.

 




	Assembly Bills	Comment by Luan Huynh: These are not all Assembly Bills, and so it needs a qualifier. Human Services Bills from the Assembly. Or Assembly Human Services bills.



All Support/Oppose letters must be submitted here


	Bill Number Author
	Sponsor(s)
	Bill Description
	Next Steps

	AB 79 – Arambula	Comment by Luan Huynh: Build in consistency. In some parts, you are only using last names for Members. In others, you are using first and last. One or the other. If someone shares a first name, distinguish with first initial as an option.
• Phone – 916-319-2031 • Room # 6310
• Staff- Sana Gassery
Sana.Gassery@asm.ca.gov
	CCWRO,
u*aspire

	IThis bill would improves how the county welfare departments cooperate with higher education student basic needs representatives.	Comment by Luan Huynh: Maybe liaisons instead of representatives
	Assembly Human Services Committee
3-11-25 @- 1:30
Room 437, State Capitol

	AB 227  –  - Gabriel
• Phone – 916-319-2046 • Room # 8230
• Staff- Nicole Vasquez
Nicole.vasquez@aswm.ca.gov
	Legislature
	State Budget Bill
	Assembly Budget Committee


	AB 320  – - Bennett
• Phone – 916-319-2038 • Room # 4710
Hannah Elson
hannah.elson@asm.ca.gov
	Author
	EThis bill would exempts any compensation received by a high school pupils who is receiving public benefits to the extent permitted by federal law.
	Assembly Human Services Committee
3-11-25 @- 1:30
Room 437, State Capitol

	– AB 363 - Bryan
• Phone – 916-319-2055 • Room # 5630
Staff – Kenneth Cruz
kenneth.cruz@asm.ca.gov
	Community College Chancellors Office
	This bill would Aauthorizes program payments to an employer for work-study to pay 100% of the wage for the work-study positions.
	

	AB 495  – - Celeste Rodriquez
• Phone – 916-319-2043 • Room # 4320
Staff – Jenilee Fermin
Jenilee.fermin@asm.ca.gov
	Public Counsel,
Children’s Alliance
	RThis bill would reduces reporting requirements to maintain eligibility for Stages 1, 2 and 3 CalWORKs childcare.
	

	AB 553 – Caloza
• Phone – 916-319-2052 • Room # 5620
Staff – Omar Hashemyn
Omar.Hashemyn@asm.ca.gov
	Hunger Action Los Angeles,
CCWRO

	MThe bill would makes technical changes toin current law.	Comment by Luan Huynh: This does not say much. Like what?
	

	AB 588  – - Patel
• Phone – 916-319-2076 • Room # 5140
Staff – Caleb Beaver
Caleb.Beaver@asm.ca.gov
	CCWRO,
CPEDV,
CWDA,
EPIC,
GRACE,
Parent VoicesPV
SEIU,
WCL&P
	This bill would Rrepeals the current law requiring an unrelated adult male who resides with a family applying for or receiving aid from the CalWORKs program to make to report their income to the county.
	

	AB 593 – Wicks
• Phone – 916-319-2014 • Room # 8140
Staff – Zak Castillo-Krings
Zak.Castillo-Krings@asm.ca.gov
	Author
	CalFresh spot bill. Note a spot bill is a bill that could be amended later with specific information.
	

	AB 607 - Celeste Rodriquez
• Phone – 916-319-2043 • Room # 4320Staff – Jenilee Fermin
Jenilee.Fermin@asm.ca.gov
	CWDA,
Children Now
	EThis bill would extends the time on the CalWORKs home visiting program to at least 24 months and would extend the maximum age of the child at the time of enrollment to less than 36 months of age.

	

	AB 680 – Ahrens
• Phone – 916-319-2026 • Room # 6110 Staff – Martin Bui
Martin.Bui@asm.ca.gov

	Children’s Alliance
	This bill would Rrequires  the county, before terminating AFDC-FC payment,  to review to see if AFDC-FC recipientsthey are eligible for another type of AFDC-FC benefits before terminating AFDC-FC payment..
	

	AB 890  – - Alex Lee
• Phone – 916-319-2024 • Room # 6330
Staff - Bri-Anna Hernandez
bri-ann.hernandez@asm.ca.gov
	
	CalFresh spot bill. Spot bills may be amended and inserted with substantive content.
	

	AB 1049  – - Celeste Rodriquez
• Phone – 916-319-2043 • Room # 4320
Staff – Brenda Cisneros-Larios
Brenda.Cisneros-Larios@asm.ca.gov
	California Immigrant Policy Center IPC
NourishCA
	This bill would Ddeletes the sponsored alien deeming for the California Food Assistance P Pprogram.
	

	AB 969  – - Celeste Rodriquez
• Phone – 916-319-2043 • Room # 4320
Staff – Brenda Cisneros-Larios
Brenda.Cisneros-Larios@asm.ca.gov
	CCWRO,
CPEDV,
CWDA,
EPIC,
GRACE,
Parent Voices,
SEIU,
WCL&P,
Women’s Foundation, CA
	This bill would Eempowers survivors of domestic violence to get CalWORKs waivers to the extent permitted by federal law and permit empower them to request said waivers on-line or on a state form.
	

	AB 1074 –- Patel
• Phone – 916-319-2076 • Room # 5140
Staff – Caleb Beaver
Caleb.Beaver@asm.ca.gov
	WCL&P,
CCWRO

	This bill would Mmakes positive changes in the CalWORKs 6-month continued aid for families whose children have been removed by child protective services and are in Family Reunification.
	

	AB 1211  – - Sharp-Collins
• Phone – 916-319-2079 • Room # 4130
Staff – Taylor Valmores
Taylor.Valmores@asm.ca.gov
	SEIU,
CCWRO
`
	This bill would Ttriggers ed additional state food benefits if the federal government made reductions to SNAP benefits that would result in the level of CalFresh benefits being lower than the threshold.	Comment by Luan Huynh: What threshold?
	

	AB 1324  –- Sharp-Collins
• Phone – 916-319-2079 • Room # 4130
Staff – Taylor Valmores
Taylor.Valmores@asm.ca.gov`
	CCWRO
CPEDV
CWDA
EPIC
GRACE
Parent Voices
SEIU
WCL&P
	This bill would Rrepeals the 100-hour rule for CalWORKs two-parent applicants and improve requirements for self-employed CalWORKs applicants and beneficiaries.
	








Senate Human Services Committee

Heather Hopkin s, Staff Director – Heather.Hopkins@sen.ca.gov
Naima Ford-Antal, Principal Consultant –- Naima.FordAntal@sen.ca.gov
Diana Dominquez, Consultant – Diana.Dominquez@sen.ca.gov
Amy Quis, Committee Secretary – Amy.Quist@sen.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 651-1524 • Fax (916) 266-9350
1020 “N” St. Suite 521, Sacramento, CA 95814
Joe Parra, Republican Committee Consultant – joe.parra@sen.ca.gov
• Phone (916) 651-1501 • Fax (916) 445-3105
1020 “N” St. Suite 234, Sacramento, CA 95814
	Committee Member
	Human Services Staff

	Jesse Arreguín, Chair
• Phone (916) 651-4007 •Room # 6620
	Luis Amezcua, Legislative. Director
luis.amezcua@sen.ca.gov

	Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh (Vice Chair)
• Phone (916) 651-4023 •Room # 7240
	Nickie Taylor, Legislative Aide	Comment by Luan Huynh: Nice is no longer with their office; we met with her before her last day. Need to call and find out who the new staff is.
Nickie.taylor@sen.ca.gov

	Josh Becker,
• Phone (916) 651-4013 •Room # 6520
	Sabrina Bertadillo,  Legislative Aid
Sabrina.Bertadillo@sen.ca.gov

	Monique Limón
• Phone (916) 651-4021 •Room # 7610
	Isabella Martinez
Isabella.Martinez@sen.ca.gov

	Sasha Renée Pérez
• Phone (916) 651-4025 •Room # 6720
	Alison Kostusak, Legislative Aid
Alison.Kostusak@sen.ca.gov



	2025 Senate Human Services Committee 
Hearing Dates

	Hearing Dates
	Time
	Place

	March 11, 2025
	3 pm*
	2200

	March 25, 2025
	3 pm
	2200

	April 7, 2025
	3 pm
	2200

	April 21, 2025
	3 pm
	2200

	May 5, 2025
	3 pm
	2200

	May 19, 2025
	3 pm
	2200

	June 2, 2025
	3 pm
	2200

	June 16, 2025
	3 pm
	2200



*Hearings are held at 3 p.m. or upon adjournment of sessions for all hearing dates. The location for the hearings is 1021 O Street, Room 2200.

m

	Senate Human Services Bills



All Support/Oppose letters must be submitted here.

	Bill Number Author
	Sponsor
	Bill Description
	Next Steps

	SB 65 – Wiener
• Phone (916) 651-4011
• Room # 8620
• Staff: Elizabeth Schmitt
Elizabeth.Schmitt@sen.ca.gov
	Legislature
	This bill is Tthe 2025-2026 State Budget Bill.
	Senate Budget
Committee

	SB 271 – Reyes
• Phone (916) 651-4029
• Room # 7210
• Staff: Mmeli Ugochukwu
Mmeli.Ugochukwu@asm.ca.gov
	Early Edge CA,
Student Senate for California Community Colleges,
UC student Ass.
CalState Student Association
	EThis bill would enhances the ways that students eligible for CalWORKs or former CalWORKs beneficiaries can access CalWORKs childcare.
	

	SB 290 – Smallwood-Cuevas
• Phone (916) 651-4028
• Room # 6530
• Staff: Jasmine Prasab
jasmine.prasab@sen.ca.gov
	CCWRO,
CPEDV,
CWDA,
EPIC,
GRACE,
Parent Voices,
SEIU,
WCL&P
	This bill would Rrequires counties to inform applicants and recipient of CalWORKs about immunization for their children.
	

	SB 560 – Smallwood-Cuevas
• Phone (916) 651-4028
• Room # 6530
• Staff: Jasmine Prasab
jasmine.prasab@sen.ca.gov
	WCL&P
CCWRO

	This bill would change the threshold for felony welfare fraud from $950 to $25,000 and $5,00o for CalFresh and make other changes in public assistance welfare fraud system.
	

	SB 761 – Ashby
• Phone (916) 651-4008
• Room # 8630
• Staff: Amaya Childer
Amaya.Childes@sen.ca.gov
	
	CalSAWS Spot Bill
	









	Assembly Budget Committee Subcommittee No. 2 – Human Services



Subcommittee Staff	Comment by Luan Huynh: I would get rid of the word Committee in the text in the box above.
Democratic Committee Consultant
Nicole Vazquez – 916-319-2099
Nicole.Vazquez@asm.ca.gov
Republican Committee Consultant
Sarah Haynes and Eric Dietz, – 916-319-3900
eric.dietz@asm.ca.gov
sarah.haynes@asm.ca.gov

2025-2026 Budget Bill – AB 227

	Subcommittee Member
	Staff
	Staff Email

	Corey Jackson, Chair –
• Phone – 916-391-2060 • Room # 6120
	Dubrea Sanders
	Dubrea.sanders@asm.ca.gov


	Patrick Ahrens (D)
• Phone – 916-391-2026 • Room # 6110
	Joshua Whitfield
	joshua.whitfield@asm.ca.gov

	Alex Lee, (D) Chair
• Phone - 916-319-2024 • Room # 6330
	
	

	LaShae Sharp-Collins (D)
• Phone – 916-391-2079 • Room # 4130
	Michael Lucien
	michael.lucien@asm.ca.gov

	David Tangipa (D)
• Phone – 916-391-2008 • Room # 4310
	Ian Coolbear
	ian.coolbear@asm.ca.gov



BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 ON HUMAN SERVICES
Wednesday, March 12, 2025
1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 444
DSS – • Foster Care anb d Child Welfare Services  • Governor Budget Proposals
DCSS • Program Updates and Priority Issues of Interest • • Governor Budget Proposals
Wednesday, March 12, 2025
1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 444
California Health & Human Services Agency
Wednesday, April 9, 2025
1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 444
• California Health & Human Services Agency • CDSS - • IHSS • SSI/SSP • Housing & Homeless
• Program Updatesd & Priority Issues of Interest
Wednesday, April 9, 2025
1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 444
Joint Hearing Budget Sub. 2 and 3 • Child Care


	Senate Budget Committee Subcommittee # 3



Subcommittee Staff	Comment by Luan Huynh: Same here. Get rid of the Committee word in above text and just make it Subcommittee #3.
Democratic Committee Consultant
Elizabeth Schmitt – 916-651-4103
Elizabeth.Schmitt@sen.ca.gov
Republican Committee Consultant
Megan DeSousa – 916-916-651-1501
Megan.DeSousa@sen.ca.gov

Senate 2025-2026 Budget Bill – SB 65

	Subcommittee Member
	Staff
	Staff Email

	Akilah Weber Pierson, Chair
• Phone (916) 651-4039 •Room # 7310
	Trent Garrett
	Trent.Garrett@sen.ca.gov

	Caroline Menjivar
• Phone (916) 651-4005 •Room # 8530
	Kimberly Fuentes
	Kimberly.Fuentes@sen.ca.gov


	Senator Shannon Grove
• Phone (916) 651-4012 •Room # 7150
	Mark Reeder
	Mark.reeder@sen.ca.gov




All hearings scheduled for 9:30 a.m., or upon adjournment of Session
(unless otherwise noted) Room 1200, 1021 O Street Building
Hearings are estimated to last no longer than 2 hours

Hearing # 1 – Thursday,  – March 6, 2025 @ 9:30 or upon adjournment
• CDSS Overview  • CalFresh and Food Programs  •CalWORKs  •SUN Bucks • Automation

Hearing # 2 – Thursday – March 20, 2025 @ 9:30 or upon adjournment
• Housing-Homelessness Programs • Immigration & Refugee Programs • IHSS • SSI/SSP • Adult Protective Services and 6. Community Care Licensing

Hearing # 3 – Thursday – April 3, 2025 @ 9:30 or upon adjournment
• Child Welfare and Foster Care • Child Care and Development
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2025 TENTATIVE LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR
FIRST YEAR OF BIENNIUM
2025–26 REGULAR CALENDAR
2025
· Jan. 1 —Statutes take effect (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)).
· Jan. 6 —Legislature reconvenes (J.R. 51(a)(1)).
· Jan. 10 —Budget bill must be submitted by Governor (Art. IV, Sec. 12(a)).
· Jan. 20 —Martin Luther King, Jr. Day observed.
· Jan. 24 —Last day to submit bill requests to the Office of Legislative Counsel.
· Feb. 17 —Presidents’ Day observed.
· Feb. 21 —Last day for bills to be introduced (J.R. 61(a)(1), J.R. 54(a)).
· Mar. 31 —Cesar Chavez Day observed.
· Apr. 10 —Spring Recess begins upon adjournment (J.R. 51(a)(2)).
· Apr. 21 —Legislature reconvenes from Spring Recess (J.R. 51(a)(2)).
· May 2 —Last day for policy committees to hear and report to fiscal committees fiscal bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61(a)(2)).
· May 9 —Last day for policy committees to hear and report to the
· Floor nonfiscal bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61(a)(3)).
· May 16 —Last day for policy committees to meet prior to June 9 (J.R. 61(a)(4)).
· May 23 —Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report to the Floor bills introduced in their house (J.R. 61(a)(5)). Last day for fiscal committees to meet prior to June 9 (J.R. 61(a)(6)).
· May 26 —Memorial Day observed.
· June 2-6 —Floor Session only. No committee may meet for any purpose except Rules Committee, bills referred pursuant to A.R. 77.2, and Conference Committees (J.R. 61(a)(7)).
· June 6 —Last day for each house to pass bills introduced in that house (J.R. 61(a)(8)).
· June 9 —Committee meetings may resume (J.R. 61(a)(9)).
· June 15 —Budget bill must be passed by midnight (Art. IV, Sec. 12(c)(3)).
· July 4 —Independence Day observed.
· July 18 —Last day for policy committees to hear and report bills (J.R. 61(a)(10)). Summer Recess begins upon adjournment, provided Budget Bill has been passed (J.R. 51(a)(3)).
· Aug. 18 —Legislature reconvenes from Summer Recess (J.R. 51(a)(3)).
· Aug. 29 —Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report bills to the Floor (J.R. 61(a)(11)).
· Sep. 1 —Labor Day observed.
· Sep. 2-12 —Floor session only. No committees may meet for any purpose, except Rules Committee, bills referred pursuant to Assembly Rule 77.2, and Conference Committees (J.R. 61(a)(12)).
· Sep. 5 —Last day to amend on the Floor (J.R. 61(a)(13)).
· Sep. 12 —Last day for each house to pass bills. (J.R. 61(a)(14)). Interim Recess begins upon adjournment (J.R. 51(a)(4)).
· Oct. 12 —Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature before Sept. 12 and in the Governor’s possession on or after Sept. 12 (Art. IV, Sec. 10(b)(1)). 2026
· Jan. 1 —Statutes take effect (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)).
· Jan. 5 —Legislature reconvenes (J.R. 51(a)(4)).

(SOME DATES INCLUDED IN THIS CALENDAR ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE)



Services CCWRO provides
· - Immediate response to questions from legal services programs regarding public benefit programs, laws and regulations.
· - Collects and disperses statistical information and analysis on the public assistance programs, including statistical information upon request from qualified legal services providersrogram.
· - Provides status information on pending state legislation and regulations. 
· - Legislative aAdvocacy 
· - Administrative aAdvocacy
· - Co-counsel on administrative lawsuits.  
· - Client representation and assistance at fair hearings.

Programs Covered
• CalWORKs (including welfare-to-work) • Cash Assistance to Immigrants (CAPI) • Child Care • Child Support • CalFresh, • General Assistance/ General Relief • In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) • Medi-Cal
• Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA) • Welfare -IImmigration Intersection • Supplemental Security Income (SSI)SI eligibility issues  • Welfare-to-Work (WtW)


CCWRO Staff
1111 Howe Avenue, Suite 635, Sacramento, CA 958725-8661
Telephone – 916-736-0616 Fax- 916-736-2645

Kevin Aslanian, Executive Director, Legislative Advocate • Email:kevin.aslanian@ccwro.org –
Cell Phone: 916-712-0071

Luan Huynh, Chief Deputy Director, Email: luan.huynh@ccwro.org

Grace Galligher, Directing Attorney ,,Public Benefits • Emil:  grace.galligher@ccwro.org

Andrés Holguin-Flores, Litigation Attorney, Email: andres.holguin-flores@ccwro.org

Heather Willoughby, Program Analyst,  -CalWORKs/CalFRESH,  • Email: heather.willoughby@ccwro.org

Daphne Macklin, Researcher/ Advocate, Various  - Public Benefits Programs,  • Email: daphne.macklin@cccwro.org
How Does CalWORKs Use the Federal TANF Grant - 46% Not Going to CalWORKs Families

In billions	CalWORKs Eligible Families	Non-CalWORKs expenditures	2	1.7	
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