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A New Attack on the Poor Launched from Congress

The 2025 Legislative Session is over. This was a bad budget year, but unlike
other years, this enacted budget did not attack poor families of California
and cuts were not proposed by the Newsom Administration. For that we
are grateful. But the fight goes on. New challenges have arrived.

H.R. 1, the Big Ugly Bill passed by Congress, also known as P.L. 119-21,
decimates the safety net for Americans. It takes a major blow to health and
food stamps, also known as SNAP or CalFresh in California.

Below is a table of the impact on the CalFresh program of California.

HR 1 CU" Effective Californians Dollars taken
Date Impacted away from
Californians
ABAWDS - Limiting food assistance to three months 11/25 400,000 or more victims of | $499.1 million
for families with children over the age of 14 and adults HR 1
without children
Stopping Food Assistance Noncitizens Legally Living in | 11/25 74,000 victims of HR 1 $133 million
the USA
Limiting the Standard Utility Deduction 11/25 18,000 will stop getting 183 million
benefits and 444,000
households will get less
food
Payment Error Rate — California’s current error rate is | 2027 5.5 million $2.1 billion
above 10%. In 2027 if the State has an error rate people
above 10%, the State will have to match 15% of the
CalFresh benefits costs, which today are $14 billion a.
month.
Administrative funding federal matching will be reduced | 10/27 $685.2 million
from 50% federal matching to 25% federal matching
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Assembly Human Services Committee

Alexandria Smith, Staff Director — Alexandria.Smith@asm.ca.gov
Jessica Langtry, Principal Consultant — Jessica.Langtry(@asm.ca.gov
Bri-Anna Hernandez, Consultant — Bri-ann.hernandez@asm.ca.gov

Toni Zupan, Committee Secretary — toni.zupan@asm.ca.gov
* Phone (916) 319-2089 « Fax (916) 319-2189
1020 “N” St., Suite 124, Sacramento, CA 95814
Republican Committee Consultant — Eric Dietz, Consultant
eric.dietz@asm.ca.gov

* Phone (916) 319-3900 « Fax (916) 319-3902
1020 “N” St., Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 95814

Committee Member

Member Staff Assigned to Human Services

Alex Lee, (D) Chair
* Phone - 916-319-2024 « Room # 6330

Allison Lim

Allison.lim@asm.ca.gov

Leticia Castiullo (R) Vice Chair
* Phone - 916-319-2058 *Room # 4240

Staff: Harrison Zea

Harrison.Zea@asm.ca.gov

Lisa Calderon (D) Staftf: Kayla Daniels
* Phone — 916-319-2056 « Room # 4650 | kayla.daniels@asm.ca.gov
Sade Elhawary (D) Staff: Grace Dikho

* Phone — 916-319-2057 » Room # 6320

grace.dikho@asm.ca.gov

Bill Essavli. (R)
* Phone — 916-319-2063 » Room # 4520

Staff: Dylan Davis

dylan.davis@asm.ca.gov

Corey Jackson (D)
* Phone — 916-319-2060 * Room # 6120

Latifah Alexandr

latifah.alexandr@asm.ca.gov

Celeste Rodriguez (D)
* Phone — 916-319-2043 « Room # 4320

Staff: Jenilee Fermin

jenilee.fermin@asm.ca.gov

2025 Commiitee Hearing Dates

Hearing Date

Amendments Due in
Legislative Counsel Form
(12:00 p.m.)

Support/Opposition
Letters Due (5:00 p.m.)

March 11,2025

March 4, 2025

March 5, 2025

March 25, 2025

March 18, 2025

March 19, 2025

April 8, 2025

April 1, 2025

April 2, 2025

April 29, 2025

April 22, 2025

April 23, 2025

June 17, 2025

June 10, 2025

June 11, 2025

July 1, 2025

June 24, 2025

June 25, 2025

July 15, 2025

July 8, 2025

July 9, 2025
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Note: It’s important to check the Assembly Human Services Committee’s website hearing page to

Assembl

determine or the Daily File to determine what bills will be heard on which days.

Human Services Bills

All Support/Oppose letters must be submitted here

Bill Number Author Sponsor Bill Description Next Steps
AB 42 — Bryan CCWRO This bill would exempt most Signed
* Phone — 916-319-2055 » Room # 5630 u*aspire non-means tested student loans Chapter 430
* Staff- Osaze Osayande WCL&P and grants as income for PO
Osaze.Osayande@asm.ca.gov CalFresh and CalWORKs. ‘ § :
AB 79 — Arambula CAFB This bill would enhance how Slgned
* Phone — 916-319-2031 » Room # 6310 CCWRO county welfare departments Chapter 607
* Staff- Sana Jassery ELC cooperate with student basic PO
Sana.jassery(@asm.ca.gov uraspire needs representatives. ‘ i :
AB 320- Bennett Los Angeles This bill would exempt any Slgned
« Phone — 916-319-2038 « Room # 4710 | County Office of | compensation received by a high Chapter 686
Hannah Elson Education school pupils who is receiving A
hannah.elson@asm.ca.gov public benefits to the extent 8
permitted by federal law.
AB 363 - Bryan Community This bill would authorize Next Stop —
* Phone — 916-319-2055 « Room # 5630 College program payments to an Held in Assembly
Staff — Kenneth Cruz Chancellors employer for work-study to pay Appropriations
kenneth.cruz@asm.ca.gov Office 100% of the wage for the work-
study positions.

AB 461 -Ahrens CCWRO This bill would repeal the current Signed
* Phone — 916-319-2026 » Room # 4640 CPEDV CalWORKSs truancy sanctions Chapter 157
Staff — Robert Silver EPIC

: GRACE 9 Q
Robert.silver@asm.ca.gov TPV ‘

WCL&P s

AB 553 — Caloza CCWRO The bill would make technical Signed
* Phone — 916-319-2052 « Room # 5620 | HungerActionLA | changes in current law. Chapter 686
Staff — Omar Hashemyan ey

Omar.Hashemyan@asm.ca.gov

™

AB 593 — Wicks

e Phone — 916-319-2014 « Room # 8140
Staff — Zak Castillo-Krings
Zak.Castillo-Krings@asm.ca.gov

Author

Limits CalFresh data sharing
from, and to, the California
Department of Social Services
(CDSS).

Slgned
Chapter 698

&
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AB 607 - Celeste Rodriquez CWDA This bill would extend the time Signed
* Phone — 916-319-2043 « Room # Children Now | on the CalWORKSs home visiting Chapter 376
4320Staff — Krystal Moreno program to at least 24 months up ; ;
Krystal.moreno@asm.ca.gov to 3-year-old. (./ \
\\ /
AB 661 - Alex Lee This bill would require CDSS to | Held in Assembly
* Phone — 916-319-2024 + Room # 6330 EPIC recommendations on how to Appropriations
Staff — Andrew White % design astatewide Guaranteed
Andrew.White@asm.ca.gov WCL&P Income Program.
AB 680 — Ahrens Children’s This bill would require the Held in Assembly
« Phone — 916-319-2026 » Room # 6110 Alliance county, before terminating Appropriations
Staff — Martin Bui AFDC-FC payment, to review to
Martin.Bui@asm.ca.gov see if they are eligible for another
type of AFDC-FC benefits.
AB 936- Lee This bill would rename the Held in Assembly
* Phone — 916-319-2024 « Room # 6330 California Fruit & Vegetable Appropriations
Staff - Bri-Anna Hernandez Supplemental program to the
bri-ann.hernandez@asm.ca.gov CalFresh Fruit Vegetable
Supplemental program and delete
the current sunset provision.
AB 969- Celeste Rodriquez CCWRO This bill would empower Signed
* Phone — 916-319-2043 « Room # 4320 CPEDV survivors of domestic violence to Chapter 386
Staff — Brenda Cisneros-Larios EPIC get CalWORKSs waivers to the ; ;
Brenda.Cisneros-Larios@asm.ca.gov M extent permitted by federal law ( )
Parent Voices | 5pq empower them to request \
SEIU said waivers on-line or on a state N
WCL&P form.
Women’s
Foundation, CA
AB 1049- Celeste Rodriquez CIPC This bill would delete the Next Stop —
* Phone — 916-319-2043 « Room # 4320 NourishCA sponsored alien deeming for the Two-Year Bill
Staff — Brenda Cisneros-Larios CFAP program.
Brenda.Cisneros-Larios@asm.ca.gov
AB 1074 - Patel WCL&P This bill would make positive Vetoed
» Phone — 916-319-2076 » Room # 5140 CCWRO changes, such as ending -
Staff — Eli Lanet immunization penalties for ; '8 }
Eli.Lanet@asm.ca.gov children removed by CPS and f\’
eligible for CalWORKSs 6-month
continued aid for families.
AB 1161 - Harabedian WCL&P This bill would require continues | Held in Assembly
* Phone — 916-319-2041 « Room # 4350 eligibility for beneficiaries of Appropriations

Staff —Alicia Hatfleild
Alicia.Hatfield@asm.ca.gov

CalFresh, CalWORKSs, IHSS,
CAPI, CFAP, who have been
displaced by, or who has
otherwise been affected by, a
state of emergency or a health
emergency.
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AB 1211 - Sharp-Collins SEIU This bill would triggered Next Stop —
* Phone — 916-319-2079 » Room # 4130 CCWRO additional state food benefits if Two-Year Bill
Staff — Ariana Khateeb the federal government made
Ariana.Khateeb@asm.ca.gov reductions to SNAP that would
cause food insecurity.
AB 1324 - Sharp-Collins CCWRO This bill would repeal the 100- Vetoed
* Phone — 916-319-2079 « Room # 4130 CPEDV hour rule for CalWORKSs two- .
Staff — Ariana Khateeb EPIC parent applicants and improve ; 00 |
Ariana.Khateeb@asm.ca.gov GRACE requirements for self-employed \/\r
EY CalWORKSs applicants and T
SEIU ATW LIRS app
WCL&P beneficiaries.
AB 1357 - - Celeste Rodriquez Economic This bill would repeal the exempt Next Stop —
* Phone — 916-319-2043 « Room # 4320 Security guaranteed income project Held in Senate
* Phone — 916-319-2079 « Room # 4130 California benefits for CFAP, CAPI, Kin- Appropriations
Staff — Jenilee Fermin Action GAP, Adoption Assistance with
Jenﬂee'fermin@asm_ca_gov federal WaiVCI'S, if needed.

Senate Human Services Commitiee

Heather Hopkins, Staff Director — Heather.Hopkins@sen.ca.gov
Naima Ford-Antal, Principal Consultant - Naima.FordAntal@sen.ca.gov
Diana Dominquez, Consultant — Diana.Dominquez@sen.ca.gov
Amy Quis, Committee Secretary — Amy.Quist@sen.ca.gov

* Phone (916) 651-1524 ¢ Fax (916) 266-9350
1020 “N” St. Suite 521, Sacramento, CA 95814
Joe Parra, Republican Committee Consultant — joe.parra(@sen.ca.gov
* Phone (916) 651-1501 ¢ Fax (916) 445-3105
1020 “N” St. Suite 234, Sacramento, CA 95814

Committee Member

Senator Staff Assigned to Human Services

Jesse Arreguin, Chair
* Phone (916) 651-4007 *Room # 6620

Luis Amezcua, Leg. Director
luis.amezcua@sen.ca.gov

Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh (Vice Chair)
* Phone (916) 651-4019 *Room # 7220

Alicia Crinnals, Legislative Aide
Alicia.Crinnals@sen.ca.gov

Josh Becker,
* Phone (916) 651-4013 *Room # 6520

Sabrina Bertadillo, Legislative Aid
Sabrina.Bertadillo@sen.ca.gov

Monique Limon
* Phone (916) 651-4021 *Room # 7610

Isabella Martinez
Isabella.Martinez(@sen.ca.gov

Sasha Renée Pérez
* Phone (916) 651-4025 *Room # 6720

Alison Kostusak, Legislative Aid
Alison.Kostusak(@sen.ca.gov

2025 Committee Hearing Dates

Amendments Due in Support/Opposition
Hearing Date Legislative Counsel Letters Due (12:00 p.m.) Time Place
Form (12:00 p.m.) ) o
June 16, 2025 June 9. 2025 June 10, 2025 3 pm 2200
June 30, 2025 June 23, 2025 June 24.2025 3 pm 2200
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Senate Human Services Bills

All Support/Oppose letters must be submitted here.

Bill Number Author

Sponsor

Bill Description

Next Steps

SB 65 — Wiener Legislature This bill is the 2025-2026 State Senate Budget
* Phone (916) 651-4011 Budget Bill Committee
* Room # 8620
* Staff: Elizabeth Schmitt
Elizabeth.Schmitt@sen.ca.gov
SB 271 — Reyes Early Edge CA | This bill would enhance the Next Stop —
« Phone (916) 651-4029 Student Senate | ways that students eligible for Assembly
e Room # 7210 ue &%ASS CalWORKSs or former Approps.
« Staff: Mmeli Ugochukwu CalState Student CalWORKs beneﬁmar.les can Suspense File on
Mmeli.Ugochukwu@asm.ca.gov T Association | aceess CalWORKSs childcare. 8-29-25
SB 290 — Smallwood-Cuevas CCWRO This bill would require counties Next Stop —
« Phone (916) 651-4028 CPEDV to inform applicants and Two-Year Bill
* Room # 6530 CWDA recipient of CalWORKSs about
« Staff: Jasmine Prasab EPIC immunization for their children
jasmine.prasab@sen.ca.gov % and eliminate the current
SEIU CalWORKSs immunization
WCL&P punitive sanctions.

SB 560— Smallwood-Cuevas CRPC This bill would change the Next Stop —
« Phone (916) 651-4028 WCL&P threshold for felony welfare Two-Year Bill
« Room # 6530 CCWRO fraud from $950 to $25,000 and
« Staff: Jasmine Prasab SEJ $5,000 for CalFresh and make
Jasmine.prasab@sen.ca.gov Mlnisk‘er other changes in public

Consulting | assistance welfare fraud system.

SB 739 — Arreguin This bill would require the Next Stop —
* Phone (916) 651-4007 CDSS to inquire of the ability Held on
* Room # 6710 of each county facility that Assembly Floor
* Staff: Carmen Ayon serves CalFresh participants in
Carmen.Ayon(@sen.ca.gov the impacted area to provide
timely and adequate service.
SB 761 — Ashby This bill would repeal the Vetoed
* Phone (916) 651-4008 existing approval process for . X
* Room # 8630 campus-based program and ; o0 )
provide that any study at a f\'

* Staff: Amaya Childes
Amaya.Childes@sen.ca.gov

public institution of higher
education be considered as a
state approved local education
program that increases
employability.
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Assembly Budget Subcommitiee No. 2 - Human Services

Subcommittee Staff

Democratic Committee Consultant
Nicole Vazquez — 916-319-2099
Nicole.Vazquez@asm.ca.gov
Republican Committee Consultant
Sarah Haynes and Eric Dietz, — 916-319-3900
eric.dietz@asm.ca.gov.
sarah.haynes@asm.ca.gov.

2025-2026 Budget Bill - AB 227

Subcommittee Member Member Staff Staff Email
Corey Jackson, Chair — Michael Adamski michael.adamski@asm.ca.gov
* Phone — 916-391-2060 * Room # 6120
Patrick Ahrens (D) Joshua Whitfield joshua.whitfield@asm.ca.gov
* Phone — 916-391-2026 * Room # 6110
Alex Lee, (D) Chair Allison Lim Allison.Lim@asm.ca.gov
* Phone - 916-319-2024 « Room # 6330
LaShae Sharp-Collins (D) Michael Lucien michael.lucien@asm.ca.gov
* Phone — 916-391-2079 »« Room # 4130
David Tangipa (D) Ian Coolbear ian.coolbear(@asm.ca.gov
* Phone — 916-391-2008 « Room # 4310
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Budget Subcommittee #3 on Health & Human Services

Subcommittee Staff

Democratic Committee Consultant
Elizabeth Schmitt — 916-651-4103
Elizabeth.Schmitt@sen.ca.gov
Republican Committee Consultant
Megan DeSousa— 916-916-651-1501
Megan.DeSousa@sen.ca.gov

Senate 2025-2026 Budget Bill - SB 65

Subcommittee Member Senator Staff Staff Email
Akilah Weber Pierson, Chair Trent Garrett Trent. Garrett(@sen.ca.gov
* Phone (916) 651-4039 *Room # 7310
Caroline Menjivar Kimberly Fuentes | Kimberly.Fuentes@sen.ca.gov
* Phone (916) 651-4005 *Room # 8530
Senator Shannon Grove Mark Reeder Mark.reeder@sen.ca.gov
* Phone (916) 651-4012 *Room # 7150

All hearings scheduled for 9:30 a.m., or upon adjournment of Session
(unless otherwise noted) Room 1200, 1021 O Street Building
Hearings are estimated to last no longer than 2 hours
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2025 TENTATIVE LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR
FIRST YEAR OF BIENNIUM
2025-26 REGULAR CALENDAR

Aug. 29 —Last day for fiscal committees to hear and report bills to the Floor (J.R. 61(a)(11)).
Sep. 1 —Labor Day observed.

Sep. 2-12 —Floor session only. No committees may meet for any purpose, except Rules
Committee, bills referred pursuant to Assembly Rule 77.2, and Conference Committees (J.R.
61(a)(12)).

Sep. 5 —Last day to amend on the Floor (J.R. 61(a)(13)).

Sep. 12 —Last day for each house to pass bills. (J.R. 61(a)(14)). Interim Recess begins upon
adjournment (J.R. 51(a)(4)).

Oct. 12 —Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills passed by the Legislature before Sept. 12
and in the Governor's possession on or after Sept. 12 (Art. IV, Sec. 10(b)(1)). 2026

Jan. 1 —Statutes take effect (Art. IV, Sec. 8(c)).

Jan. 5 —Legislature reconvenes (J.R. 51(a)(4)).

(SOME DATES INCLUDED IN THIS CALENDAR ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
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CCWRO Services for IOLTA Qualified Legal Services Field Programs

CCWRO - The Coalition of California Welfare Rights Organizations, Inc. (CCWRO) is a state- wide nonprofit organization
providing support services to qualified legal service field programs (QLSPs) funded by the Legal Services Trust Fund
Commission. CCWRO has been providing support services for the past 35 years.

CCWRO provides consultation, information and representation for IOLTA qualified legal services programs
regarding public benefit programs.

CCWRO maintains current information on the status of pending or recently proposed and enacted state and federal
legislation and regulations.

CCWRO collects, monitors and disseminates statistical information relating to public assistance programs throughout
California to legal services programs statewide.

CCWRO provides public benefits training upon request depending on availability of staff.

Programs Covered

* CalWORKSs ¢ Cash Assistance to Immigrants (CAPI) ¢ Child Care ¢ Child Support * CalFresh, also known as Food Stamps or
SNAP ¢ General Assistance/ General Relief « In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) « Medi-Cal
* Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA) « Welfare Immigration * SSI eligibility issues * Welfare-to-Work (WtW)

Services CCWRO provides

- Immediate response to questions from legal services programs regarding public benefit programs, laws and regulations.
- Collects and disperses statistical information and analysis on the public assistance programs, including statistical information upon
request from qualified legal services program.

- Provides status information on pending state legislation and regulations. - Legislative Advocacy - Administrative Advocacy

- Co-counsel on administrative lawsuits. - Client representation assistance at fair hearings.

CCWRO Staff
1111 Howe Avenue, Suite 635, Sacramento, CA 95825-8661
Telephone — 916-736-0616 Fax- 916-736-2645

Kevin Aslanian, Executive Director, Email:kevin.aslanian@ccwro.org —
Cell Phone: 916-712-0071

Luan Huynh, Chief Deputy Director, Email: luan.huynh@ccwro.org

Grace Galligher, Directing Attorney, Emil: grace.galligher@ccwro.org
Heather Willoughby, Program Analyst Email: heather.willoughby@ccwro.org
Bob Erlenbusch, Federal Policy Consultant Email: bob.erlenbusch@ccwro.org
Jennifer Tracy, CalSAWS Consultant Email: jennifer@jenntracy.com
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