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On June 26, 2024, the Senate Budget Committee unanimously voted to approve the Human Services Budget Implementation bill AB 161.

The Legislature rejected the proposal of the Department of Child Support to collect overpayments that is not required by federal law from custodial parents when the overpayment is the error of the Department. The proposal wanted to collect all of the overpayments in one month rather than at 5%  a month.

The legislature also rejected the proposed statutory change delaying the implementation of W&IC Section 11203 relative to  implementation of the giving 6 months of CalWORKs benefits to families who have a reunification plan for the children taken away from them by CPS. 

AB 161 I he 2024-2025 human services trailer bill. 

Section 11 of AB 161 is the product of the hard work of advocates in concert with labor and counties did this year to codify the authorization of the Newsom administration to apply for the federal TANF pilot program that will be beneficiary centered and would limit sanctions to what is required by federal law. AB 161 was the only bill of the 17 bills that received bi-partisan support.

Below is the CalWORKs and CalFresh provisions of AB 161 for your information.


CONTACT PERSON: 
Kevin Aslanian, Advocate
Phone: 916-712-0071
Email:kevin.aslanian@ccwro.org

AB 161 – 2024-2025 Human Services Budget Implementation Bill

Authorization for CDSS to apply for the TANF Pilot Program

1 SEC. 11. Section 10545 is added to the Welfare and Institutions
2 Code, to read:
3 10545. (a) The Legislature finds and declares that the direction
4 outlined in the Pilot Projects for Promoting Accountability by
5 Measuring Work Outcomes program pursuant to Section 302 of
6 the federal Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (Public law 118-5;
7 42 U.S.C. Sec. 611(e)) calls for “innovations that re-envision
8 employment and training opportunities as aligned with family
9 goals,” and recognizes that “family well-being occurs when all
10 family members are safe, healthy, and have chances for educational
11 advancement and economic mobility.”
12 (b) The State Department of Social Services shall apply to the
13 United States Secretary of Health and Human Services to
14 participate in the Pilot Projects for Promoting Accountability by
15 Measuring Work Outcomes program pursuant to Section 302 of
16 the federal Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (Public law 118-5;
17 42 U.S.C. Sec. 611 (e)).
18 (c) The intent of the Legislature is to continue to reimagine
19 CalWORKs into a trauma-informed, family-centered program that
20 maximizes family and child well-being while building meaningful
21 pathways out of poverty.
22 (d) To meet the goals of subdivision (c), the department may
23 consider the following reforms: modify the existing welfare-to-work
24 process to be family centered; align sanctions to the minimum
25 federal requirements; and repeal the federal work participation
26 rate penalty passthrough.
27 (e) The reforms pursuant to subdivision (d) may be as considered
28 part of the department’s application to the United States Secretary
29 of Health and Human Services to participate in the Pilot Projects
30 for Promoting Accountability by Measuring Work Outcomes
1 program  pursuant  to  Section  302  of  the  federal  Fiscal
2 Responsibility Act of 2023 (Public law 118-5; 42 U.S.C. Sec.
3 611(e)) or as statewide initiatives that the department pursues.
4 The department shall provide to the Legislature a set of any
5 necessary statutory changes no later than January 10, 2025, in
6 order to align state policy to the goals of the federal pilot program,
7 including comprehensive cost estimates by policy change as
8 described in subdivision (d), or other changes as part of the
9 application, for the 2025–26 fiscal year and ongoing.
10 (f) In implementing this section, the department shall consult
11 legislative staff, representatives of county human services agencies,
12 the County Welfare Directors Association of California, advocate
13 representatives, and labor organizations that represent county
14 workers.
15 SEC. 12. Section 10546 is added to the Welfare and Institutions
16 Code, to read:
17 10546.	It is the intent of the Legislature for clause (ii) of
18 subparagraph (C) of paragraph (13) of subdivision (b) of Section
19 8257 to measure point-in-time data and trends of homelessness,
20 housing instability, and utilization of housing services among
21 individuals and families in programs administered by the State
22 Department of Social Services, including, but not limited to, the
23 CalWORKs program. Upon access to the data, development of a
24 match and analysis methodology, the successful match of data,
25 and a methodologically feasible approach, the department shall
26 capture this point-in-time data and trends on an annual basis and
27 disclose the data in compliance with the Information Practices
28 Act of 1977.

Reauthorization of CalWORKs Subsidized Employment Program

29 SEC. 13. Section 11322.64 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
30 is amended to read:
31 11322.64.	(a) (1) The department, in consultation with the
32 County Welfare Directors Association of California, shall develop
33 an allocation methodology to distribute additional funding for
34 expanded subsidized employment programs for CalWORKs
35 recipients, or individuals described in Section 11320.15 who have
36 exceeded the time limits specified in subdivision (a) of Section
37 11454.
38 (2) Funds allocated pursuant to this section may be utilized to
39 cover all expenditures related to the operational costs of the
40 expanded subsidized employment program, including the cost of
1 overseeing the program, developing work sites, and providing
2 training to participants, as well as wage and nonwage costs.
3 (3) The department, in consultation with the County Welfare
4 Directors Association of California, shall determine the amount
5 or proportion of funding allocated pursuant to this section that may
6 be utilized for operational costs, consistent with the number of
7 employment slots anticipated to be created and the funding
8 provided.
9 (b) Funds allocated for expanded subsidized employment shall
10 be in addition to, and independent of, the county allocations made
11 pursuant to Section 15204.2.
12 (c) (1) A county that accepts additional funding for expanded
13 subsidized employment in accordance with this section shall
14 continue to expend no less than the aggregate amount of funding
15 received by the county pursuant to Section 15204.2 that the county
16 expended on subsidized employment in the 2012–13 fiscal year
17 pursuant to Section 11322.63, as that section read on June 30,
18 2016.
19 (2) This subdivision shall not apply for any fiscal year in which
20 the total CalWORKs caseload is projected by the department to
21 increase by more than 5 percent of the total actual CalWORKs
22 caseload in the 2012–13 fiscal year.
23 (d)	(1)	Each participating county shall submit to the
24 department department, at least once every two years, a plan
25 regarding or an amendment to an existing plan that specifies how
26 it the county intends to utilize the funds allocated pursuant to this
27 section. carry out all of the following:
28 (A) Utilize the funds allocated pursuant to this section.
29 (B) Prioritize subsidized employment placements that offer
30 opportunities for participants to obtain skills and experiences in
31 their fields of interest.
32 (2) If a county has no changes to an existing plan or amendment
33 to report to the department pursuant to paragraph (1), the county
34 shall submit a confirmation of no change to the department.
35 (3) Participating counties shall submit the plans described in
36 paragraph (1) beginning January 1, 2025, or four months after
37 the department issues guidance on how to implement this
38 subdivision, whichever is later.
39  (e) (1) Participation in subsidized employment pursuant to this
1 section shall be limited to a maximum of six months for each
2 participant.
3 (2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), a county may extend
4 participation beyond the six-month limitation described in
5 paragraph (1) for up to an additional three months at a time, to a
6 maximum of no more than 12 total months. Extensions may be
7 granted pursuant to this paragraph if the county determines that
8 the additional time will increase the likelihood of either of the
9 following:
10 (A) The participant obtaining unsubsidized employment with
11 the participating employer.
12 (B) The participant obtaining specific skills and experiences
13 relevant for unsubsidized employment in a particular field.
14 (f) A county may continue to provide subsidized employment
15 funded under this section to individuals who become ineligible for
16 CalWORKs benefits in accordance with Section 11323.25.
17 (g) A county may use existing funds provided under this section
18 to provide employment services for noncustodial parents of
19 children receiving benefits under the CalWORKs program.
20 (h) Upon  application  for  CalWORKs  assistance  after  a
21 participant’s subsidized employment ends, if an assistance unit is
22 otherwise eligible within three calendar months of the date that
23 subsidized employment ended, the income exemption requirements
24 contained in Section 11451.5 and the work requirements contained
25 in subdivision (c) of Section 11201 shall apply. If aid is restored
26 after the expiration of that three-month period, the income
27 exemption requirements contained in Section 11450.12 and the
28 work requirements contained in subdivision (b) of Section 11201
29 shall apply.
30 (i) Beginning April 1, 2025, the department shall include all of
31 the following information for the prior fiscal year regarding the
32 implementation of this section in the CalWORKs Annual Summary
33 to the extent the data is available and reportable:
34 (1) The number of CalWORKs participants who participated
35 in subsidized employment for at least three months, by county, and
36 a complete list of participating employers, by county.
37 (2) The number of CalWORKs participants described in
38 paragraph (1) who obtained unsubsidized employment in the
39 quarter following the end of the subsidy, by county, based on wage
1 data and supplemental records available to the Employment
2 Development Department.
3 (3) The average earnings of the CalWORKs participants
4 described in paragraph (1) in the quarter prior to their
5 participation in the program, to the extent the data is available.
6 The data required by this paragraph shall be broken down by
7 county and by industry sector. The industry sector data shall also
8 be further broken down by county.
9 (4) The average earnings of the CalWORKs participants
10 described in paragraph (1) in the quarter following the end of the
11 subsidy, to the extent the data is available. The data required by
12 this paragraph shall be broken down by county and by industry
13 sector. The industry sector data shall also be further broken down
14 by county.
15 (j) Notwithstanding	the	rulemaking	provisions	of	the
16 Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
17 Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
18 Code), the department may implement, interpret, or make specific
19 the changes made by the act that added this subdivision through
20 all-county letters without taking regulatory action.


Requiring CDSS to publish data about SSI benefit levels annually

7 SEC. 41. Section 12201 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
8 is amended to read:
9 12201. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (d), the payment
10 schedules set forth in Section 12200 shall be adjusted annually to
11 reflect any increases or decreases in the cost of living. Except as
12 provided in subdivision (e), (f), or (g), these adjustments shall
13 become effective January 1 of each year. The cost-of-living
14 adjustment shall be based on the changes in the California
15 Necessities Index, which as used in this section shall be the
16 weighted average of changes for food, clothing, fuel, utilities, rent,
17 and transportation for low-income consumers. The computation
18 of annual adjustments in the California Necessities Index shall be
19 made in accordance with the following steps:
20 (1) The base period expenditure amounts for each expenditure
21 category within the California Necessities Index used to compute
22 the annual grant adjustment are:
30
	31
	Food......................................................................................
	$ 3,027

	32
	Clothing (apparel and upkeep).............................................
	406

	33
	Fuel and other utilities..........................................................
	529

	34
	Rent, residential....................................................................
	4,883

	35
	Transportation......................................................................
	1,757

	36
	
	


	37
	Total..............................................................................
	$10,602

	38
	
	


39 (2) Based on the appropriate components of the Consumer Price
40 Index for All Urban Consumers, as published by the United States
1 Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, the percentage
2 change shall be determined for the 12-month period which ends
3 12 months prior to the January in which the cost-of-living
4 adjustment will take effect, for each expenditure category specified
5 in paragraph (1) within the following geographical areas: Los
6 Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, San Francisco-Oakland, San Diego,
7 and, to the extent statistically valid information is available from
8 the Bureau of Labor Statistics, additional geographical areas within
9 the state which include not less than 80 percent of recipients of
10 aid under this chapter.
11 (3) Calculate a weighted percentage change for each of the
12 expenditure categories specified in paragraph (1) using the
13 applicable weighting factors for each area used by the Department
14 of Industrial Relations to calculate the California Consumer Price
15 Index (CCPI).
16 (4) Calculate a category adjustment factor for each expenditure
17 category in paragraph (1) by (1) adding 100 to the applicable
18 weighted percentage change as determined in paragraph (2) and
19 (2) dividing the sum by 100.
20 (5) Determine the expenditure amounts for the current year by
21 multiplying each expenditure amount determined for the prior year
22 by the applicable category adjustment factor determined in
23 paragraph (4).
24 (6) Determine the overall adjustment factor by dividing (1) the
25 sum of the expenditure amounts as determined in paragraph (4)
26 for the current year by (2) the sum of the expenditure amounts as
27 determined in paragraph (4) for the prior year.
28 (b) The overall adjustment factor determined by the preceding
29 computational steps shall be multiplied by the payment schedules
30 established pursuant to Section 12200 as are in effect during the
31 month of December preceding the calendar year in which the
32 adjustments are to occur, and the product rounded to the nearest
33 dollar. The resultant amounts shall constitute the new schedules
34 for the categories given under subdivisions (a), (b), (c), (d), (e),

35 (f), and (g) of Section 12200, and shall be filed with the Secretary
36 of State. The amount as set forth in subdivision (h) of Section
37 12200 shall be adjusted annually pursuant to this section in the
38 event that the secretary agrees to administer payment under that
39 subdivision. The payment schedule for subdivision (i) of Section
1 12200 shall be computed as specified, based on the new payment
2 schedules for subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (d) of Section 12200.
3 (c) The department shall adjust any amounts of aid under this
4 chapter to ensure that the minimum level required by the Social
5 Security Act in order to maintain eligibility for funds under Title
6 XIX of that act is met.
7 (d) (1) No adjustment shall be made under this section for the
8	1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2004, 2006,
9 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010 calendar years to reflect any change
10 in the cost of living. Elimination of the cost-of-living adjustment
11 pursuant to this paragraph shall satisfy the requirements of Section
12 12201.05, and no further reduction shall be made pursuant to that
13 section.
14 (2) Any cost-of-living adjustment granted under this section for
15 any calendar year shall not include adjustments for any calendar
16 year in which the cost-of-living adjustment was suspended pursuant
17 to paragraph (1).
18 (e) For the 2003 calendar year, the adjustment required by this
19 section shall become effective June 1, 2003.
20 (f) For the 2005 calendar year, the adjustment required by this
21 section shall become effective April 1, 2005.
22 (g) (1) For the 2011 calendar year and each calendar year
23 thereafter, no adjustment shall be made under this section unless
24 otherwise specified by statute.
25 (2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the pass along of federal
26 benefits provided for in Section 12201.05 shall be effective on
27	January 1 of each calendar year.
28 (h) (1) On or before January 10, 2025, and annually thereafter,
29 the department shall provide a display in writing, in the
30 department’s Local Assistance Estimates Binder, and on the
31 department’s internet website.
32 (2) The display shall show both of the following:
33 (A) The Supplemental Security Income/State Supplementary
34 Payment grant amount for individuals compared to the most
35 updated fair market rent amounts for a studio apartment in each
36 of the 58 counties.
37 (B) The amount remaining after paying rent and indicate the
38 fair market rent as a percentage of the grant for each county.
39 (3) The department shall update the display at the annual May
40 Revision.

Reviewing IHSS Workload and Admin costs in concert with labor, 
advocates and counties

1 SEC. 42.	Section 12306.19 is added to the Welfare and
2 Institutions Code, to read:
3 12306.19.	(a) The department shall review the budgeting
4 methodology used to determine the annual funding for county
5 administration of the IHSS program and examine the ongoing
6 workload and administrative costs to counties as part of the review
7 beginning with the 2025–26 fiscal year and every third fiscal year
8 thereafter.
9 (b) The department shall provide information to the appropriate
10 legislative budget committees regarding this review and how it
11	may impact county administrative costs, as part of the budget
12 proposed by either January 10 or May 14 of any year prior to the
13 fiscal year for which this subdivision applies.
14 (c) In implementing this section, the department shall consult
15 legislative staff, representatives of county human services agencies,
16 the County Welfare Directors Association of California, advocate
17 representatives, and labor organizations that represent county
18 workers.

Revise the CalWORKs Single Allocation methodology 
in consultation with labor, advocates and counties


19 SEC. 43. Section 15204.35 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
20 is amended to read:
21 15204.35.  (a) The State Department of Social Services shall
22 work with representatives of county human services agencies and
23 the County Welfare Directors Association of California to develop
24 recommendations	for	revising	the	methodology	used	for
25 development of the CalWORKs single allocation annual budget.
26 As part of the process of developing these recommendations, the
27 department shall consult with legislative staff, advocates, advocate
28 representatives, and labor organizations that represent county
29 workers.
30 (b) (1) Recommendations for initial changes to the methodology
31 for development of the CalWORKs single allocation for the
32 2018–19 fiscal year shall be made to the Legislature by January
33 10, 2018.
34 (2) Recommendations for additional changes to the methodology
35 for the 2019–20 and subsequent fiscal years shall be made to the
36 Legislature by October 1, 2018.
37 (c) The State Department of Social Services shall work with
38 representatives of county human services agencies and the County
39 Welfare Directors Association of California for purposes of
40 continuing to develop the casework metrics used for the budgeting
1 of funding for employment services in the CalWORKs single
2 allocation  and  to  develop  the  budgeting  methodology  for
3 welfare-to-work direct services during the 2019–20 fiscal year.
4 As part of the process of developing this budgeting methodology,
5 the department shall consult with legislative staff, advocates,
6 advocate representatives, and labor organizations that represent
7 county workers.
8 (d) The number of hours per case per month of case work time
9 budgeted for intensive cases as defined pursuant to the budget
10 methodology changes for the employment services component of
11 the CalWORKs single allocation developed pursuant to this section
12 shall be incrementally increased for each of the 2021–22 and
13 2022–23 fiscal years. Subject to an appropriation in the Budget
14 Act of 2023, as of Effective July 1, 2023, 2024, the number of
15 hours per case per month of case work time budgeted for intensive
16 cases shall again be incrementally increased, and in maintained at
17 a minimum of 8.75 hours. Subject to an appropriation by the
18 2024–25 fiscal year, effective July 1, 2024, it Legislature, the
19 number of hours per case per month of case time budgeted for
20 intensive cases shall be increased to no more than 10 hours.
21 (e) The State Department of Social Services, in consultation
22 with representatives of county human services agencies and the
23 County Welfare  Directors Association  of  California,  shall
24 reconsider the costs of county operations for county administrative
25 costs in the CalWORKs single allocation for the 2024–25 fiscal
26 year and for every third fiscal year thereafter. The State Department
27 of Social Services shall provide information to the legislative
28 budget committees regarding this reconsideration and how it may
29 impact county administrative costs as part of the budget proposed
30 by either January 10 or May 14 of any year prior to the fiscal year
31 for which this provision applies.
32 (f) In implementing this section, the department shall consult
33 with legislative staff, representatives of county human services
34 agencies and the County Welfare Directors Association of
35 California, advocate representatives, and labor organizations that
36 represent county workers.

Update the CalFresh Administrative Costs Allocation methodology 
in consultation with labor, advocates and counties

1 SEC. 57. Section 18900.8 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
2 is amended to read:
3 18900.8.  (a) The State Department of Social Services shall
4 work with representatives of county human services agencies and
5 the County Welfare Directors Association of California to update
6 the budgeting methodology used to determine the annual funding
7 for county administration of the CalFresh program beginning with
8 the 2023–24 fiscal year. As part of the process of updating the
9 budgeting methodology, the ongoing workload and costs to
10 counties, including, but not limited to, expanding the CalFresh
11 program to recipients of Supplemental Security Income and State
12 Supplementary Payment Program benefits shall be examined.
1  (b) The costs of county operations used in the budgeting
2 methodology developed pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be
3 reviewed by the department for the 2027–28 fiscal year and every
4 third  fiscal  year  thereafter.  The  department  shall  provide
5 information to the legislative budget committees regarding this
6 review and how it may impact county administrative costs as part
7 of the budget proposed by either January 10 or May 14 of any year
8 prior to the fiscal year for which this provision applies.
9 (c) In implementing this section, the department shall consult
10 legislative staff, representatives of county human services agencies
11 and the County Welfare Directors Association of California,
12 advocates, advocate representatives, and labor organizations that
13 represent county workers.

Repeal of CalFresh Sanctions when a CalWORKs WtW Sanction is Imposed

1 SEC. 59. Section 18930.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,
2 as amended by Section 85 of Chapter 50 of the Statutes of 2022,
3 is amended to read:
4 18930.5. (a) As a condition of eligibility for assistance under
5 this chapter:
6 (1) A recipient who is also receiving aid under Chapter 2
7 (commencing with Section 11200) of Part 3 shall be required to
8 satisfactorily participate in welfare-to-work activities in accordance
9 with the recipient’s welfare-to-work plan developed pursuant to
10 Section 11325.21.
26	(2)
27 18930.5.  (a) A recipient who is not receiving aid of benefits
28 under Chapter 2 this chapter shall not be required to meet the work
29 requirement under the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
30 Program, as specified in Section 2015(o) of Title 7 of the United
31 States Code. Code, any work registration requirements, or the
32 requirements of Section 273.11(k) of Title 7 of the Code of Federal
33 Regulations.
34 (b) An applicant who states that they do not have a social
35 security number shall not be required to present a social security
36 number in order to receive benefits under this chapter.
37 (c) Notwithstanding	the	rulemaking	provisions	of	the
38 Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
39 Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
40 Code), the State Department of Social Services may implement
1 and administer this section through all-county letters or similar
2 instructions without taking regulatory action until final regulations
3 are adopted, which shall be no later than 18 months after the date
4 upon which this subdivision becomes operative.
5	(b)
6 (d) This section shall become inoperative operative on the date
7 that the department notifies the Legislature that the Statewide
8 Automated Welfare System can perform the necessary automation
9 to implement Section 18930.5, 18930 as added by the act that
10 added this subdivision, and, as Section 87 of January 1 Chapter
11 85 of the following year, is repealed. Statutes of 2021.



12 SEC. 60. Section 18930.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,
13 as added by Section 86 of Chapter 50 of the Statutes of 2022, is
14 repealed.
15 18930.5.  (a) A recipient of benefits under this chapter shall
16 not be required to meet the work requirement under the federal
17 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, as specified in Section
18 2015(o) of Title 7 of the United States Code, or any work
19 registration requirements.
20 (b) An applicant who states that they do not have a social
21 security number shall not be required to present a social security
22 number in order to receive benefits under this chapter.
23 (c) Notwithstanding	the	rulemaking	provisions	of	the
24 Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
25 Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
26 Code), the State Department of Social Services may implement
27 and administer this section through all-county letters or similar
28 instructions without taking regulatory action until final regulations
29 are adopted, which shall be no later than 18 months after the date
30 upon which this subdivision becomes operative.
31 (d) This section shall become operative on the date that the
32 department notifies the Legislature that the Statewide Automated
33 Welfare System can perform the necessary automation to
34 implement this section.

Distribution of CalFresh Overissuance Collection

35 SEC. 61.	Section 18932.1 is added to the Welfare and
36 Institutions Code, to read:
37 18932.1. (a) The state shall retain a portion of any collected
38 overissuance claims on benefits issued under this chapter. The
39 portion of the recovered overissuance claims retained by the state
40 shall be the same percentage as the state and the United States
1 Department of Agriculture would have retained, combined, if the
2 overissuance claims had been collected under the CalFresh
3 program. Any remaining portion of the recovered overissuance
4 claims shall be distributed by the department to the counties based
5 on the amount of the overissuance claims recovered by the
6 counties.
7 (b) This section shall become operative upon Section 18930, as
8 added by Section 87 of Chapter 85 of the Statutes of 2021,
9 becoming operative.



10 SEC. 62. Section 18936 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
11 is amended to read:
12 18936.	(a) It is the intent of the Legislature to provide
13 supplemental nutrition benefits to households that are ineligible
14 for CalFresh benefits solely because they receive United States
15 Department of Agriculture (USDA) foods through the federal Food
16 Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) when the
17 federal program benefits are less than those provided by the
18 CalFresh program.
19	(b)

State Emergency Food Bank Reserve Program

17 Chapter 14.6. State Emergency Food Bank Reserve
18 Program
19
20 18995.1. (a) (1) Subject to an appropriation for this purpose,
21 the State Department of Social Services shall administer the State
22 Emergency Food Bank Reserve Program to provide food and
23 funding for the provision of emergency food and related costs to
24 food banks serving low-income Californians to prevent hunger
25 during natural or human-made disasters.
26 (2) For the purposes of this chapter, “food banks” means
27 participating providers operating in California under the federal
28 Emergency Food Assistance Program (Parts 250 and 251 of Title
29 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations), or the federal Commodity
30 Supplemental Food Program (Parts 247 and 250 of the Code of
31 Federal Regulations), members of the nonprofit organization
32 Feeding America that are based in California, and members of
33 the California Association of Food Banks.
34 (b) Upon a proclamation or declaration of a disaster or state
35 of emergency by the governing body of a county, city, or city and
36 county, or by an official designated by ordinance adopted by that
37 governing body, the state, or the federal government, the
38 department may distribute funds for the purposes set forth in
39 paragraph (c) of this section. The department shall determine the
1 best method for distribution to ensure the funds are used for the
2 purposes specified in this chapter.
3 (c) Funds distributed pursuant to this chapter may be used for
4 all of the following purposes:
5 (1) To purchase and distribute food in eligible communities.
6 (2) To reimburse food banks for food and the costs associated
7 with the procurement and distribution of food in eligible
8 communities.
9 (d) Notwithstanding any other law, agreements awarded
10 pursuant to this section shall be exempt from the requirements of
11 Article 4 (commencing with Section 19130) of Chapter 5 of Part
12 2 of Division 5 of Title 2 of the Government Code, the Public
13 Contract Code, and the State Contracting Manual, and shall not
14 be subject to the approval of the Department of General Services.
15 (e) Notwithstanding	the	rulemaking	provisions	of	the
16 Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
17 Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
18 Code), the State Department of Social Services may implement,
19 interpret, or make specific this chapter by means of letter or similar
20 instructions without taking any regulatory action.
21 (f) The Legislature finds and declares that this chapter is a state
22 law that provides assistance and services for undocumented
23 persons within the meaning of Section 1621(d) of Title 8 of the
24 United States Code.
25 SEC. 64. Section 18997.4 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
26 is amended to read:
27 18997.4. This chapter shall become inoperative on July January
28 1, 2026, 2028, and, as of January 1, 2027, 2029, is repealed.

Repeals current law 18999.1 and enacts new 189991.1 in Section 66

29 SEC. 65. Section 18999.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
30 is amended to read:
31 18999.1.	(a) Subject to an appropriation of funds for this
32 purpose in the annual Budget Act, the State Department of Social
33 Services shall administer the Housing and Disability Income
34 Advocacy Program to provide state funds to participating counties,
35 tribes, or combinations of counties or tribes for the provision of
36 outreach, case management, and advocacy services to individuals
37 as described in Section 18999. Housing assistance shall also be
38 offered to individuals described in subdivision (b) of Section
39 18999.2.
1  (b) Funds appropriated for this chapter shall be awarded to
2 grantees by the department according to criteria developed by the
3 department, in consultation with the County Welfare Directors
4 Association of California, tribes, and advocates for clients, subject
5 to the following restrictions:
6 (1) State funds appropriated for this chapter shall be used only
7 for the purposes specified in this chapter.
8 (2) (A) Except as specified in subparagraph (B), a grantee shall
9 match state funds received, including any funds from the annual
10 ongoing appropriation of funds for this chapter, which is defined
11 as a twenty-five million dollar ($25,000,000) General Fund
12 appropriation, on a dollar-for-dollar basis. The grantee’s matching
13 funds used for this purpose shall supplement, and not supplant,
14 other funding for these purposes.
15 (B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), between July 1, 2021,
16 and June 30, 2025, a grantee that receives state funds under this
17 chapter shall not be required to match any funding for that period
18 that comes from an appropriation that is in excess of the annual
19 ongoing appropriation of funds for this chapter, as defined in
20 subparagraph (A).
21 (3) A grantee shall, at a minimum, maintain a level of funding
22 for the outreach, active case management, advocacy, and housing
23 assistance services described in this chapter that is at least equal
24 to the total of the amounts expended by the grantee for those
25 services in the 2015–16 fiscal year.
26 (4) As part of its application to receive state funds under this
27 chapter, a prospective grantee shall identify how it will collaborate
28 locally among, at a minimum, the county departments and tribal
29 entities, as may be appropriate, that are responsible for health,
30 including behavioral health, and human or social services in
31 carrying  out  the  activities  required  by  this  chapter.  This
32 collaboration shall include, but is not limited to, the sharing of
33 information among these departments or other entities as necessary
34 to carry out the activities required by this chapter.
35 (c) For purposes of this chapter, “grantee” means a participating
36 county, tribe, or combination of counties or tribes receiving state
37 funds pursuant to this chapter.
38 (d) (1) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the
39 Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
40 Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
1 Code), the department may implement and administer the changes
2 made to this section by the act that added this subdivision by means
3 of all-county letters or similar instructions from the department
4 that shall have the same force and effect as regulations until
5 regulations are adopted.
6 (2) The department shall adopt regulations implementing this
7 chapter no later than July 1, 2024.
8 (e) This section shall become inoperative on July 1, 2024, and,
9 as of January 1, 2025, is repealed.

Removing County Match for HDAP

10 SEC. 66.	Section 18999.1 is added to the Welfare and
11 Institutions Code, to read:
12 18999.1.	(a) Subject to an appropriation of funds for this
13 purpose in the annual Budget Act, the State Department of Social
14 Services shall administer the Housing and Disability Income
15 Advocacy Program to provide state funds to participating counties,
16 tribes, or combinations of counties or tribes for the provision of
17 outreach, case management, and advocacy services to individuals
18 as described in Section 18999. Housing assistance shall also be
19 offered to individuals described in subdivision (b) of Section
20 18999.2.
21 (b) Funds appropriated for this chapter shall be awarded to
22 grantees by the department according to criteria developed by the
23 department, in consultation with the County Welfare Directors
24 Association of California, tribes, and advocates for clients, subject
25 to the following restrictions:
26 (1) State funds appropriated for this chapter shall be used only
27 for the purposes specified in this chapter.
28 (2) The annual ongoing appropriation of funds for this chapter,
29 subject to an appropriation made by the Legislature, is defined as
30 a  twenty-five  million  dollar  ($25,000,000)  General  Fund
31 appropriation.
32 (3) A grantee shall, at a minimum, maintain a level of funding
33 for the outreach, active case management, advocacy, and housing
34 assistance services described in this chapter that is at least equal
35 to the total of the amounts expended by the grantee for those
36 services in the 2015–16 fiscal year.
37 (4) As part of its application to receive state funds under this
38 chapter, a prospective grantee shall identify how it will collaborate
39 locally among, at a minimum, the county departments and tribal
40 entities, as may be appropriate, that are responsible for health,
1 including behavioral health, and human or social services in
2 carrying out the activities required by this chapter. This
3 collaboration shall include, but is not limited to, the sharing of
4 information among these departments or other entities as necessary
5 to carry out the activities required by this chapter.
6 (c) For purposes of this chapter, “grantee” means a
7 participating county, tribe, or combination of counties or tribes
8 receiving state funds pursuant to this chapter.
9 (d) (1) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the
10 Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
11 Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
12 Code), the department may implement and administer the changes
13 made to this section, as amended by Section 3 and added by Section
14 4 of the act that added subdivision (e), by means of all-county
15 letters or similar instructions from the department that shall have
16 the same force and effect as regulations until regulations are
17 adopted.
18 (2) The department shall adopt regulations implementing this
19 chapter no later than July 1, 2024.
20 (e) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2024.

HDAP requirements

21 SEC. 67. Section 18999.4 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
22 is amended to read:
23 18999.4. (a) (1) Pursuant to Section 18999.1, a grantee shall
24 offer housing assistance to individuals described in subdivision
25 (b) of Section 18999.2 and shall use funds received under this
26 program to establish or expand programs that provide housing
27 assistance, including interim housing, recuperative care, rental
28 subsidies, or, only when necessary, shelters, for clients receiving
29 services under Section 18999.2 during the clients’ application
30 periods for disability benefits programs described in that section.
31 The grantee shall make a reasonable effort to place a client who
32 receives subsidies in housing that the client can sustain without a
33 subsidy upon approval of disability benefits, or consider providing
34 limited housing assistance until an alternative subsidy, affordable
35 housing voucher, or other sustainable housing option is secured.
36 Upon approval or denial of disability benefits, where needed, case
37 management staff shall assist in developing a transition plan for
38 housing support.
39 (2) A client’s participation in housing assistance programs or
40 services is voluntary.
1  (b) To the extent authorized under federal law, a grantee, with
2 the assistance of the department, shall seek reimbursement of funds
3 used for housing assistance, general assistance, or general relief
4 from the federal Commissioner of Social Security pursuant to an
5 interim assistance reimbursement agreement authorized by Section
6 1631(g) of the federal Social Security Act, and shall expend funds
7 received as reimbursement for housing assistance only on
8 additional housing assistance for clients receiving services under
9 this chapter.
10 (c) The requirement to seek reimbursement of funds pursuant
11 to subdivision (b) is waived through June 30, 2025. 2026.
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