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Safety Net Program Emergency Assistance Programs Shut Down for CalWORKs and CalFresh Beneficiaries







According to state law and regulations, during this coronavirus pandemic, California’s hungry and impoverished persons and families are entitled to legally mandated emergency assistance safety net program benefits. However, county welfare offices closures have disregarded these mandated emergency assistance safety net program benefits.

As of May 26, 2020, 44 of California’s counties are violating state laws and regulations outlined in Table 1 below. Those 44 counties have closed their offices and persons needing emergency assistance are not able to access the California safety net emergency assistance benefits of which thousands are eligible. 

38 of those 44 counties were otherwise “open for business” except that the “local welfare department” was closed for regular business.

These 44 counties are also violating a federal court order known as Blanco v. Anderson, 39F.3d 969(1994), State Regulation MPP §11-601 and California State Department of Social Services Policy guidance known as ACL 93-92 (December 17, 1993) and  ACL 94-11 (February 14, 1994) – Blanco v. Anderson

Table # 1 – California Safety Net Program Emergency Assistance Programs
	Safety Net Program
	Statute/State Regulation Mandate
	Who is eligible
	When are Benefits Due

	CalWORKs Temporary Homeless Assistance
	W&IC§11450(f)(3)(iii)
MPP§44-211.523
	Any CalWORKs eligible family or apparently eligible family with minor children
	On the date of requesting temporary homeless assistance.

	CalWORKs Permanent Homeless Assistance
	W&IC§11450(f)(3)(D)

	Any CalWORKs eligible family or apparently eligible family with minor children
	On the date of requesting Permanent homeless assistance, but no later than the next working day.

	CalWORKs Immediate Need
	W&IC§ 11266
	Any CalWORKs eligible or apparently eligible family with minor children
	On the date of application, but no later than the next working day.

	CalFresh Expedited Services
	W&IC§ 18914
	Any household whose combined monthly gross income and liquid resources are less than the monthly shelter cost and standard utility allowance.
	Within three (3) calendar days of application.


TABLE #1 – List of Counties that have “limited” services, thus, not providing safety net emergency assistance programs in Yellow 
	Source: County Office Closure Reports 5-26-20


	CalWORKs


	CalFresh



	Total Cases-Emergency Assistance Available 
	        16,015 
	                         110,682 

	Total Cases-Emergency Assistance Not Available 
	      323,233 
	                      2,097,799 

	Percentage of Emergency Assistance Cases Not Available
	90% not served

	90% not served


	County
	CalWORKs
	CalFresh

	Alameda 
	          8,377 
	        69,601 

	Alpine – Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	               Less than 11   
	               72 

	Amador - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             150 
	          1,521 

	Butte - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          2,042 
	        17,243 

	Calaveras 
	             299 
	          2,886 

	Colusa 
	               95 
	             762 

	Contra Costa
	          6,100 
	        34,109 

	Del Norte - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             456 
	          3,062 

	El Dorado
	             736 
	          6,884 

	Fresno - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	        18,549 
	        93,741 

	Glenn - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             256 
	          1,685 

	Humboldt 
	          1,126 
	        13,991 

	Imperial
	          3,558 
	        18,106 

	Inyo
	               79 
	          1,037 

	Kern - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	        16,677 
	        72,922 

	Kings - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          2,429 
	        11,687 

	Lake
	             759 
	          7,368 

	Lassen
	             320 
	          1,693 

	Los Angeles
	      108,672 
	      686,640 

	Madera - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          2,538 
	        11,765 

	Marin - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             574 
	          6,682 

	Mariposa - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             172 
	          1,250 

	Mendocino - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             704 
	          6,758 

	Merced
	          5,650 
	        25,000 

	Modoc
	             109 
	             765 

	Mono - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	               -   
	             338 

	Monterey 
	          3,316 
	        19,439 

	Napa
	             310 
	          3,249 

	Nevada - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             426 
	          4,805 

	Orange - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	        11,774 
	      110,589 

	Placer - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             814 
	          8,638 

	Plumas - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             111 
	          1,298 

	Riverside - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	        18,826 
	      121,585 

	Sacramento - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	        19,121 
	      110,594 

	San Benito 
	             353 
	          2,267 

	San Bernardino - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	        32,232 
	      160,041 

	San Diego - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	        15,061 
	      146,325 

	San Francisco
	          2,646 
	        47,792 

	San Joaquin - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          9,702 
	        47,259 

	San Luis Obispo - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          1,035 
	          9,804 

	San Mateo 
	             773 
	        12,223 

	Santa Barbara
	          3,045 
	        22,812 

	Santa Clara 
	          4,796 
	        50,181 

	Santa Cruz
	          1,228 
	        15,360 

	Shasta - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          1,873 
	        14,173 

	Sierra - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	               -   
	             164 

	Siskiyou - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             514 
	          3,890 

	Solano - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          3,391 
	        21,570 

	Sonoma - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          1,476 
	        13,773 

	Stanislaus - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          6,734 
	        38,464 

	Sutter - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          1,083 
	          5,571 

	Tehama - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	             847 
	          5,175 

	Trinity - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	               71 
	          1,102 

	Tulare 
	        10,898 
	        55,406 

	Tuolumne 
	             328 
	          3,160 

	Ventura - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          3,624 
	        34,827 

	Yolo - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          1,066 
	        12,189 

	Yuba - Open for Regular Business 5-25-20
	          1,253 
	          7,188 

	Statewide
	      339,248 
	   2,208,481 
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