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CWDs Shut down- 
But Open for Regular 
Non-Welfare Business
Alameda
Alpine
Amador
Butte
Calaveras
Colusa
Contra Costa
Del Norte
Fresno
Glenn
Imperial
Kern
Kings
Los Angeles
Madera
Marin
Mariposa
Mendocino
Modoc
Mono
Monterey
Nevada
Orange
Placer
Riverside
Sacramento
San Bernardino
San Diego
San Francisco
San Joaquin
San Luis Obispo
Santa Clara
Santa Cruz
Shasta
Sierra
Siskiyou
Solano
Sonoma
Stanislaus
Sutter
Tehama
Trinity
Tulare
Ventura
Yolo
Yuba



Safety Net Program Emergency Assistance Programs Shut Down for CalWORKs and CalFresh Beneficiaries
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According to state law and regulations, during this coronavirus pandemic, California’s hungry and impoverished persons and families are entitled to legally mandated emergency assistance safety net program benefits. However, county welfare offices closures have disregarded these mandated emergency assistance safety net program benefits.

As of June 8, 2020, 44 of California’s counties are violating state laws and regulations outlined in Table 1 below. Those 44 counties have closed their offices and persons needing emergency assistance are not able to access the California safety net emergency assistance benefits of which thousands are eligible. 

38 of those 44 counties were otherwise “open for business, like restaurants, stores etc.” except that the “local welfare department” was closed for business to aid poor individuals and families in need of Safety Net Program Emergency Assistance benefits that they are in dire need of.

These 44 counties are also violating a federal court order known as Blanco v. Anderson, 39F.3d 969(1994), State Regulation MPP §11-601 and California State Department of Social Services Policy guidance known as ACL 93-92 (December 17, 1993) and  ACL 94-11 (February 14, 1994) – Blanco v. Anderson.

There are also violating California Welfare and Institutions Code §§ 11450(f)(3)(iii); 11450(f)(3)(D); 11266 and 18914. MPP § 44-211.523 too. 

CalSAWS Wrongfully Stopping CalWORKs, CalFresh and Medi-Cal 

.When the Newsom Executive Order was issued banning any negative actions for safety net current beneficiaries effective March 1, 2020. ACWL March 27, 2020 stated “…  In response to COVID-19 and to ensure that Californians are able to continue meeting their basic needs and maintaining their CalFresh and CalWORKs benefits, Executive Order N-29-20 provides authority for the California Department of Social Services to suspend redeterminations of eligibility and exempt months from the CalWORKs 48-month time clock. These changes are to be implemented for CalFresh and CalWORKs as follows: 

(1) Suspend the requirement to redetermine CalFresh and CalWORKs eligibility for the months of March, April, and May 2020. CalSAWS proudly proclaimed that they had stopped all negative actions for March, April and May of 2020. But that was not true. Many persons and families whose redeterminations or SAR 7 were due before March of 2020 were terminated during March, April, May of 2020.  
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