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CWDs shut down

Alameda, Alpine, Amador
Butte, Del Norte, Fresno
Glenn, Humboldt, Kern, Kings, Madera, Mariposa
Mendocino, Mono, Nevada
Orange, Placer, Plumas
Riverside, Sacramento
San Bernardino, San Diego
San Francisco, Contra Costa
Imperial, Los Angeles
Monterey, San Francisco
San Joaquin, 
San Luis Obispo, 
Santa Clara, Santa Cruz
 Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano
Sonoma, Stanislaus
Sutter, Tehama, Tulare, Trinity, Ventura, Yolo, Yuba.



Safety Net Program Emergency Assistance Programs Shut Down for CalWORKs and CalFresh 
Beneficiaries






Aid to Homeless Children & Families?
No Homeless Assistance in 45  California counties
Violation of W&IC§11450(f)(D) & 11450(f)(3)(iii) & MPP § 44-211.523

Aid to Hungry Children & 
Families?
No CalFresh Expedited Service in 45 counties.


Violation of W&IC § 18913

Aid to Children & Families In Dire Need?
No CalWORKs Immediate Need in 
45 counties

Violation of W&C§ 111266




County WtW Sanctions Machine in Full Swing During the Pandemic

When counties shut their doors per the Governor’s Executive Order, an ACWDL about WtW and the shutdown was issued dated March 13, 2020. As counties shut down, they are not able to operate their WtW programs, thus, they should not sanction CalWORKs beneficiaries living in deep poverty. The letter stated that the counties may provide good cause for nonparticipation during the coronavirus pandemic. This raised red flags for advocates who asked, why not instruct counties to provide good cause for nonparticipation during the coronavirus pandemic? Most reasonable people would assume that  counties would not sanction families during the coronavirus pandemic. Some don’t, for this is not the “welfare-to-work” program. This is the “welfare-to-sanction” program. Now the reader may say “here you go again”. It pains us to make these assertions. But we cannot argue with the facts:ACWDL 3-30-20 – “While current guidance does not allow blanket curing of all sanctioned participants due to the COVID-19 emergency, CWDs are encouraged to issue pre-populated sanction cure plans for clients to sign, without solicitation from the client. Although each sanctioned individual must sign a cure plan to resolve their sanction, CWDs should consider telephonic, electronic or mail-in signatures to reduce in-person interactions and issue benefits as quickly as possible.”
ACWDL 


During the month of April 2020, 5,056 CalWORKs families were found to be out of compliance. See TABLE # 1. This, at a time when just about all welfare offices, except for Imperial County were shut down.

The March13, 2020 letter also suggested that counties could cure sanctions at this time while there are no services for CalWORKs-sanctioned families to participate. Some hoped that this would reduce the sanction numbers for California. It did not. 

Notwithstanding ACWDL dated March 30, 2020, encouraging counties to cure sanctions for families enduring the coronavirus pandemic, the April 2020 CW 237 reports show more children and families in the “sanctioned for more than one-year” category. See TABLE # 2 below.
 
TABLE # 2 - Long Term Sanctioned 
Children and Families Increase During the Coronavirus Pandemic
Month 2020
Children in Long Term Sanctions
Families in Long Term Sanctions
January
61,743
26,405
February
61,594
26,372
March
61,685
26,344
April
62,348
26,738

During the month of April 2020 there were 47,637 families being sanctioned. 26,738 of the 47,637 were being sanctioned for more than one-year. That is 43% of the sanctioned families during April of 2020, during the pandemic, who never received a notice from the counties asking if they wanted to cure their sanctions. 

Sanction-happy counties also refused to exercise the option of curing the sanctions and “…implement county-wide policy and procedures for the provision of blanket good cause/exemptions in order to avoid face-to-face interactions and mitigate the impacts of COVID-19.” That would have been and could still be the  humane thing for counties to do during this pandemic.





	TABLE # 1 - Closed Counties Finding CalWORKs Beneficiaries Non-Compliant for WtW or “welfare-to-sanction” during April of 2020

	Counties
	Cases Found Non-
Compliant
	County Closed or Open?

	Alameda
	244
	Closed

	Fresno
	132
	Closed

	Imperial
	89
	Open

	Kern
	155
	Closed

	Los Angeles
	39
	Closed

	Monterey
	29
	Closed

	Riverside
	125
	Closed

	Sacramento
	1625
	Closed

	San Bernardino
	35
	Closed

	San Diego
	1800
	Closed

	San Francisco
	32
	Closed

	San Joaquin
	82
	Closed

	Stanislaus
	54
	Closed

	Solano
	25
	Closed

	Tehama
	16
	Closed

	Tulare
	99
	Closed

	Statewide
	5056



Some counties may falsely claim that they are open because they have a table in the front door of the welfare office and hand out applications. Applicants are told to complete the application and drop it in a box. No receipt. Drop and then go home hoping someone will call sometime.

ACWDL March 13, 2020 - Welfare-to-Work Participation (MPP Sections 42-712 and 42-713

CWDs may provide existing Welfare-to-Work (WTW) good cause and/or WTW exemptions in response to COVID-19. … However, as the situation with COVID-19 evolves, counties have the flexibility to implement county-wide policy and procedures for the provision of blanket good cause/exemptions in order to avoid face-to-face interactions and mitigate the impacts of COVID-19. It should be noted that extensive provision of good cause/exemptions could have a negative effect on the work participation rate (WPR); however, per MPP Section 99-100, counties are provided relief from any potential pass-on of federal penalties when state participation rules differ from the federal WPR calculation, as well as relief for circumstances beyond the control of the county. 
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