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CWDs shut down

Alameda, Alpine, Amador
Butte, Del Norte, Fresno
Glenn, Humboldt, Kern, Kings, Madera, Mariposa
Mendocino, Mono, Nevada
Orange, Placer, Plumas
Riverside, Sacramento
San Bernardino, San Diego
San Francisco, Contra Costa
Imperial, Los Angeles
Monterey, San Francisco
San Joaquin, 
San Luis Obispo, 
Santa Clara, Santa Cruz
 Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano
Sonoma, Stanislaus
Sutter, Tehama, Tulare, Trinity, Ventura, Yolo, Yuba.

Effective 7-7-20.

Safety Net Program Emergency Assistance Programs Shut Down for CalWORKs and CalFresh 
Beneficiaries






Aid to Homeless Children & Families?
No Homeless 
in 45  California 
counties
Violation of W&IC§11450(f)(D) & 11450(f)(3)(iii) & MPP § 44-211.523

Aid to Hungry Children & 
Families?
No CalFresh Expedited Service in 45 counties.


Violation of W&IC § 18913

Aid to Children & Families in Dire Need?
No CalWORKs 
Immediate Need in 
45 counties

Violation of W&C§ 111266




During the Pandemic Many Counties Cause Food 
Insecurity in California

Counties are requied to issue CalFresh benefits to households eligible for expedited service CalFresh within 3 days.W&IC§18914.

Some of the large counties report that they have issued the benefits within 3 days (See TABLE #1):

	TABLE #1 Percentage of Household Receiving CF-ES after 3 days 

	County


	Eligible for
CF-ES

	Approved for CF-ES within  3 days

	% Approved for CF-ES within 3 days


	Fresno
	1620
	1560
	96%

	Madera
	240
	233
	97%

	Santa Clara
	752
	732
	97%

	Butte
	532
	519
	98%

	San Francisco
	1260
	1249
	99%

	San Diego
	5205
	5168
	99%

	Source: CDSS CF 296 report for the month of May 2020 





Welfare & Institutions Code § 18914 states:  
 
§ 18914 (a) In accordance with, and to the extent provided by, federal law, the county human services agency shall provide CalFresh benefits on an expedited basis as provided in subdivision (b) to households determined to be in immediate need of food assistance.

(b) Pursuant to the federal requirements of Section 273.2(i)(2) of Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations, the county human services agency shall screen all CalFresh applications for entitlement to expedited service. Applicants who meet the federal criteria for expedited service as defined in Section 273.2(i)(1) of Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations shall receive either a manual authorization to participate or automated card or the immediate issuance of CalFresh benefits no later than the third day following the date the application was filed. (Our emphasis added)

These numbers are highly suspect. We do not believe that the households eligible for CalFresh Expedited Services “…receive either a manual authorization to participate or automated card or the immediate issuance of CalFresh benefits no later than the third day following the date the application was filed”

We believe that these reports only show the households approved benefits within 3 days rather than the number of households that had the benefits on hand to use and buy food. 

In fact, the instructions of the CF 296 reports prove this assumption. ACL 16-39E2 states: “Enter the number of applications which were approved for ES and benefits were issued within three days following the date of application.”  Just because a household applying for CalFresh on 6-3-20, interviewed on 6-4-20 and approved 6-5-20 does not mean they can use their benefits on 6-6-20 unless they were able to pick up their EBT card at the welfare office – most of the welfare offices in California are closed during this pandemic and the month of May of 2020. 

This is not all the fault of the county. The CDSS reporting instructions assume that households “approved” are able to access their benefits upon approval. They are not. During 2020 it takes 7 to 10 days to get the EBT card once CF-ES is approved. Meanwhile, Californians suffer from food insecurity even though they have been approved for CalFresh benefits.

On the other side of the ledger there are large counties who are violating the 3-day issuance law of California.

The three large counties unlawfully forcing food insecure household to suffer during this pandemic are Los Angeles, Sacramento and Contra Costa County. (See TABLE # 2 below)

	TABLE #2  Percentage of Households Receiving CF-ES after 3 days in violation of W&IC §18914.

	County
	Eligible for 
CF-ES
	Approved for CF-ES within 3 days
	% Approved for CF-ES 
within 3 days

	Sonoma
	497
	11
	2%

	Santa Cruz
	226
	11
	5%

	Sacramento
	881
	258
	29%

	Los Angeles
	20101
	7171
	36%

	Contra Costa
	955
	433
	45%

	Source: CDSS CF 296 report for the month of May 2020 
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