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Who Gets CalWORKs?

1,126,270,00 

children

586,555,000 

families
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July 2011- http://www.cdss.ca.gov/research/res/pdf/Paff/2011/PAFFJul11.pdf
Note: Adults are limited to four years of aid and unless eligible for a qualifying exemption, must participate in work activities. 
Do Welfare Recipients Work?
50% of the CalWORKs cases are required to work and earn at least minimum wage income - the working poor.
Source: California Department of Social Services (CDSS) 

Do All Children Who Are Poor Eligible to Receive CalWORKs?

No. 
About 100,000 children in CalWORKs families receive no cash aid because they were born while their parent was receiving CalWORKs. They are known as Maximum Family Grant (MFG) Kids”
Only children with qualifying immigration status are eligible to receive aid. 

Children over 16 years of age who do not work or have a qualifying disability are not eligible to receive aid. 
Source: CCWRO Estimate Based on Los Angeles County MFG Caseload
What is the Maximum CalWORKs  Grant for a family of three (3)? 
     [image: image2.emf]
2011- Region 1 = $638
2011- Region 2 = $608
2011 Statewide Average  $677

In 1985 CalWORKs payment for a family of three (3) was $617.
Grant Level Compared To The Federal Poverty Level?
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The Maximum CalWORKs grant is 45.5 % of the federal poverty level.
Don’t welfare recipients get food stamps?
Yes, but today 
many go hungry.
A recent report from Food Research Action Center revealed, based on a survey done by Gallup and Healthway Well Being Index Partnership, that 20% of food stamp recipients experience times when they could not buy food to feed their children. California was one the worst 16 states in the nation along with a host of southern states. 
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What Are the Alternatives To Providing Basic Needs CalWORKs Grants? 
Type of Aid

  Monthly Costs
      CalWORK Child

$   184 a month

          Foster Care Child

$2,182 a month

          Adopted Child

$  822 a month

Source: CDSS, Estimates Branch- Comparison of Average Monthly Grant for 2011-2012 Proposed State Budget
​What have welfare recipients contributed 

to the general fund 

since 1998?

$16.1 billion

Source: CDSS 
Annual CalWORKs Contribution To The California General Fund
State Budget


   
Millions of dollars that 

Percentage
     Year



CalWORKs has contributed 
of Total 
to the general fund

          TANF/MOE
each budget year


General Fund
1998-1999


1999-2000



2000-2001


2001-2002

2002-2003

2003-2004

2004-2005

2005-2006

2006-2007

2007-2008

2008-2009

2009-2010

2010-2011



2011-2012
$708,502,000


11%

  745,249,000


11%
1,021,913,000

16%
1.126,647,000

17%
1,088,940,000

17%
1,163,238,000

18%
1,087,321,000

17%
1,299,448,000

20%
1,164,134,000

18%
1,745,291,000

27%
1,268,997,000

19%
1,262,046,000

19%
1,232,511,000

19%
1,188,007,000

18%

Source: CDSS and Governor’s 2011-2012 proposed budget documents.
What percentage of the total TANF block grant are used to feed and house impoverished families?
50%
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Source: CDSS and Governor’s 2011-2012 Proposed Budget Documents.
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The Coalition of California Welfare Rights Organizations, Inc. (CCWRO) has been providing advocacy in the public benefits field since the early 1980s. CCWRO is a statewide nonprofit organization that provides back-up services to qualified legal service field programs funded by the Legal Services Trust Fund Commission and pro-bono attorneys referred to CCWRO by such legal services field programs.  
 CCWRO provides consultation, information, training and representation on issues relating to public benefit programs such as Aid to Families With Dependent Children (AFDC) aka CalWORKs/TANF, Refugee Assistance, Medi-Cal, Welfare Employment Programs, Food Stamps, General Assistance, Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI) and SSI.
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