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 “Even though this is technically the sixth year of the current ‘recovery,’ far too many Americans are struggling to get ahead in today’s economy. With poverty rates stuck at historically high levels and far too many unable to find work, we need to make sure we’re doing all we can to help people get ahead. But before we try to address these problems, we need to make sure we fully understand them.

That’s why we’re holding this hearing—to present a full picture of the challenges facing low-income individuals and families today. 

This hearing will also lay the groundwork for our efforts to fix the problem, providing us with the information we need to help more people find jobs, escape poverty, and move up the economic ladder.” Chairman Boustany.

Dear Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee,
I am Kevin Aslanian, representing the Coalition of California Welfare Rights Organizations, Inc.  We have been representing impoverished families since the early 70’s.
The answers to the questions posed by the committee are simple:
1. Change the tax code to hold corporations responsible for taking badly needed American jobs to foreign lands, including communist counties, which we believe is un-American.   
2. Invest in a 21st century educational system.  The current educational system is designed for the 19th century.

Why is it that families are still struggling in America?  
I was born in San Francisco, but raised in the Soviet Union.  The government constantly reminded us to remember what the “so-called” great communist leader, Vladimir Ilich Lenin said, “Who shall work shall eat”.  Meaning, if you do not work, you do not eat – you starve and die. I had hoped that by moving back to the USA, I had left this communist mentality behind.  Sadly, after watching your hearing, I found that this same mentality lives on in the 21st century in the halls of the United States Congress. 
Mr. Ron Haskins suggests that the reason people are not working is because they are being fed without being forced to work, or, in his words, “cajole”– and if there is no paying job – they must perform involuntary servitude to eat.”   This statement is eerily similar to what Lenin said in the beginning of the 20th century.
Then you have Scott Winship, who believes that there is no shortage of jobs in America.  Mr. Winship believes that all someone has to do is go to a factory, apply for a job and, like magic, they are working. We wonder if Mr. Winship is aware of the migration of American factories to communist China and elsewhere. Additionally, in the modern world, a day’s work in a factory is generally done by robots, not people.
Chairman Boustany, you describe the 1996 welfare “deform” effort as “a rescue mission to save poor families.  In many respects, it worked”; we beg to differ, it has not worked.  In America, the number of poor families and children has grown because Congress decided in 1996 to punish poor children for being born to a poor family. Sadly, today the Transitional Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) Program uses only 30% of federal TANF money and state matching funds to pay for “payments to families”.  These “payments to families” is money desperately needed by families to pay rent, utilities and clothing, while a greedy 70% of the money goes to the welfare bureaucracy as intended by the enactors, and reauthorizers of the TANF programs.
However, under the former Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) Program, 70% of the money went to house and clothe the poor, not the welfare bureaucracy as TANF does today. See Table #1 and #2 showing the percentage of the total TANF money being used for “payments to families” and the amount of money that goes to the welfare bureaucracy. 
Chairman Clay Shaw, in concert with Ron Haskins should be ashamed of all the money that has been successfully funneled into the coffers of the welfare bureaucracy while children in America suffered immensely and continue to suffer today.
This hearing completely failed to address the problem you, Mr. Chairman, identified:

“to help more people find jobs, escape poverty, and move up the economic ladder.”


To address this problem, one needs to do basic math and answer the following questions:
1. How many employable people are there in the United States between the ages of 18 to 65?
2. How many available jobs are there in the United States?
3. Are the number of jobs in question #2 comparable to the number of Americans in #1 above?
4. If no, what are the proposals to get enough jobs to cover the number of people in #1 above?

None of these questions were answered. 
Meanwhile, under the protection of this Congress, the rich are getting richer while the middle class and the poor suffer, not because they are lazy and shifty, as insinuated by some of your witnesses, but because America has failed them by not pursuing policies designed to enhance living wage-paying jobs.
In response to your statement that:
"The bad news—and on this I think there is bipartisan agreement—is those programs are not working as effectively as we would like, especially given the realities of today’s economy.
It has been proven that these programs save lives. There are many more people, mostly children, who are alive today solely due to the humane programs created by President Johnson. To advocate for the abolition of these life-saving programs could only be seen as anti-life.
It is too easy for those in power who receive hundreds of thousands of dollars a year, to shoot down a program that keeps American families from homelessness and starvation, and then decide not to give these families with children enough to keep them fed and housed. 
In conclusion, we urge the committee to focus on creating real jobs that pay a living wage and a 21st century education as the only way to pull families out of poverty, and stop punishing the poor for being poor. 
Bread & Justice,

[image: ]


Kevin Aslanian, Executive Director
Coalition of California Welfare Rights Organizations, Inc. (CCWRO)






TABLE # 2 - TANF EXPENDITURES USED FOR BASIC ASSISTANCE OF IMPOVERISHED FAMILIES WITH BABIES AND MINOR CHILDREN IN DEEP POVERTY 

	State
	Percentage of State Expenditures for Basic Assistance During 2013
	State
	Percentage of State Expenditures for Basic Assistance During 2013

	ARIZONA
	-6%
	RHODE ISLAND
	26%

	ILLINOIS
	7%
	VERMONT
	26%

	ARKANSAS
	8%
	WASHINGTON
	26%

	WYOMING
	8%
	WISCONSIN
	26%

	TEXAS
	9%
	MISSOURI
	27%

	GEORGIA
	10%
	ALABAMA
	28%

	NORTH CAROLINA
	11%
	HAWAII
	28%

	INDIANA
	13%
	NEW MEXICO
	28%

	LOUISIANA
	13%
	U.S. TOTAL
	30%

	OKLAHOMA
	13%
	IOWA
	31%

	MICHIGAN
	15%
	OHIO
	31%

	NORTH DAKOTA
	15%
	PENNSYLVANIA
	31%

	SOUTH CAROLINA
	15%
	NEW YORK
	32%

	DELAWARE
	16%
	UTAH
	33%

	CONNECTICUT
	18%
	MASSACHUSETTS
	34%

	IDAHO
	18%
	MONTANA
	35%

	KANSAS
	19%
	NEW HAMPSHIRE
	35%

	FLORIDA
	21%
	TENNESSEE
	35%

	MISSISSIPPI
	21%
	VIRGINIA
	39%

	MINNESOTA
	22%
	KENTUCKY
	40%

	COLORADO
	23%
	OREGON
	44%

	WEST VIRGINIA
	23%
	CALIFORNIA
	48%

	DIST.OF COLUMB.
	24%
	NEVADA
	48%

	MARYLAND
	25%
	SOUTH DAKOTA
	50%

	NEW JERSEY
	25%
	ALASKA
	52%

	NEBRASKA
	26%
	MAINE
	58%




TABLE # 2 - TANF FUND FUNNELED TO THE 
STATE WELFARE BUREACRACY DURING 2013
	State
	Total State TANF Expenditures for 2013 for Other Than Basic Assistance- Welfare Bureaucracy
	Percentage of Total State TANF Expenditures for 2013 for Other Than Basic Assistance- Welfare Bureaucracy
	State
	Total State TANF Expenditures for 2013 for Other Than Basic Assistance- Welfare Bureaucracy
	Percentage of Total State TANF Expenditures for 2013 for Other Than Basic Assistance- Welfare Bureaucracy

	U.S. TOTAL
	 $20,409,157,127 
	70%
	VERMONT
	 $58,483,561 
	74%

	ARIZONA *
	 $381,250,236 
	106%
	WISCONSIN
	 $391,498,425 
	74%

	ILLINOIS
	 $1,078,714,951 
	93%
	RHODE ISL.
	 $123,362,531 
	74%

	WYOMING
	 $28,476,534 
	92%
	WASHINGTON
	 $574,787,863 
	74%

	ARKANSAS
	 $143,452,618 
	92%
	NEBRASKA
	 $67,671,569 
	74%

	TEXAS
	 $745,883,702 
	91%
	MISSOURI
	 $272,768,698 
	73%

	GEORGIA
	 $446,424,891 
	90%
	ALABAMA
	 $119,996,735 
	72%

	NORTH CAR.
	 $480,155,130 
	89%
	HAWAII
	 $165,009,701 
	72%

	LOUISIANA
	 $179,585,708 
	87%
	NEW MEXICO
	 $135,764,262 
	72%

	OKLAHOMA
	 $135,576,434 
	87%
	IOWA
	 $120,928,221 
	69%

	INDIANA
	 $188,054,698 
	87%
	PENNS.
	 $598,468,256 
	69%

	NORTH DAK.
	 $28,829,721 
	85%
	OHIO
	 $661,910,390 
	69%

	SOUTH CAROL
	 $195,419,670 
	85%
	NEW YORK
	 $3,378,159,282 
	68%

	MICHIGAN
	 $1,145,434,291 
	85%
	UTAH
	 $46,798,401 
	67%

	DELAWARE
	 $70,266,148 
	84%
	MASSACH.
	 $661,847,290 
	66%

	IDAHO
	 $30,606,683 
	82%
	TENNESSEE
	 $200,271,093 
	65%

	CONNECTICUT
	 $377,222,605 
	82%
	MONTANA
	 $28,271,701 
	65%

	KANSAS
	 $119,263,247 
	81%
	NEW HAMPSH.
	 $43,965,774 
	65%

	MISSISSIPPI
	 $63,620,750 
	79%
	VIRGINIA
	 $157,198,925 
	61%

	FLORIDA
	 $653,301,626 
	79%
	KENTUCKY
	 $150,943,376 
	60%

	MINNESOTA
	 $338,086,164 
	78%
	OREGON
	 $182,201,121 
	56%

	COLORADO
	 $242,834,832 
	77%
	NEVADA
	 $46,649,818 
	52%

	WEST VIRGINIA
	 $102,648,326 
	77%
	CALIFORNIA
	 $3,442,121,430 
	52%

	DIST.OF COL.
	 $190,768,234 
	76%
	SOUTH DAK.
	 $12,857,469 
	50%

	MARYLAND
	 $422,106,416 
	75%
	ALASKA
	 $35,613,501 
	48%

	NEW JERSEY
	 $907,323,099 
	75%
	MAINE
	 $36,301,020 
	42%
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