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The Potential Implications of Eliminating Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility for SNAP Households




Dear Chairperson Fudge:

It was interesting to watch a hearing relative to the Administration’s unlawful attempt to eliminate “broad-based categorical eligibility” (BBCE) for the SNAP program.

The purpose of the BBCE is to make the program bureaucratically more efficient.  However, it is vehemently opposed by the members of the committee who support the SNAP bureaucracy at the expense of taking food out of the mouths of America’s food insecure – the Republicans.The fact is that under AFDC 70% of the of funds were used for “payments to families” while 30% were used “payments for the bureaucracy” while under TANF only 30% is used for “payments to families” while a whopping 70% goes to the “bureaucracy”.


While this was a hearing about the BBCE, most of the time used the Republican members of the subcommittee was all about work and turning the SNAP program into a work program.

A state official was testifying about how Alabama does miracles for the poor. Alabama is the 6th poorest state in the country. It has 17.2 of its population living in poverty. In Alabama there are about 90,000 families living in poverty and only a meager 8,500 are receiving TANF benefits. 

Alabama requires a parent applying for TANF to do job search, without any assistance, before their TANF application is even considered. If they cannot do the job search, because they do not have money for transportation or child care – application denied – mission accomplished – caseload goes down.

A pregnant woman is not eligible for TANF in Alabama. Alabama is also a big anti-abortion state because they care about the unborn – but not enough to make them eligible for TANF – not those unborn!

If a family of family of three (3) earns over $286 a month, they are ineligible for TANF in Alabama. 

As we said, the hearing was mostly about workfare and “who shall work shall eat” concept practiced in the Soviet Union, Vladimir Lenin.  I was raised in the Soviet Union where the communist slogan was “who works shall eat” that sounded very barbaric. The flip side of that statement is who does not work shall starve and die. But that is exactly Ranking Member Dusty Johnson, South Dakota, Scott DesJarlais, Tennessee, Rodney Davis, Illinois, Ted Yoho, Florida, Don Bacon, Nebraska, Jim Hagedorn, Minnesota were saying.

It is interesting that while Lenin applied the work rule to all citizens of the Soviet Union, Ranking Member Dusty Johnson, South Dakota, Scott DesJarlais, Tennessee, Rodney Davis, Illinois, Ted Yoho, Florida, Don Bacon, Nebraska, Jim Hagedorn, Minnesota only apply this Leninist rule to the poor of America, who are disproportionately minorities and do not look like Ranking Member Dusty Johnson, South Dakota, Scott DesJarlais, Tennessee, Rodney Davis, Illinois, Ted Yoho, Florida, Don Bacon, Nebraska, Jim Hagedorn, Minnesota.

The hearing was peppered with praise form Ranking Member Dusty Johnson, South Dakota, Scott DesJarlais, Tennessee, Rodney Davis, Illinois, Ted Yoho, Florida, Don Bacon, Nebraska, Jim Hagedorn, Minnesota for the FAILED TANF program. 

The TANF program that has been fleecing millions to fatten up the state bureaucracies at the expense of impoverished families of America. I have not seen anything in the bible that says, “people who do not work shall starve”. Maybe Ranking Member Dusty Johnson, South Dakota, Scott DesJarlais, Tennessee, Rodney Davis, Illinois, Ted Yoho, Florida, Don Bacon, Nebraska, Jim Hagedorn, Minnesota can share the passage from the Bible that says who shall work shall eat?



The fact is that under AFDC 70% of the of funds were used for “payments to families” while 30% were used “payments for the bureaucracy”. Under TANF only 30% is used for “payments to families” while a whopping 70% goes to the “bureaucracy”. Republicans have become the Party of the Bureaucracy and not the People.

There are many other public assistance programs that the federal government funds that do not have a work requirement, like government welfare benefits to the billionaire class who got 82% of the tax bill last year. None of them have to work 30 hours a week to show that they deserve the millions they fleece from U.S. taxpayers with the help of their lobbyist in Washington D.C.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We support the BBCE because it would reduce the unnecessary expenditures for the bureaucracy that can be used to feed the food insecure of America and we do not believe that a human being should starve because they are not working. That is barbaric and unchristian. I have not seen anything in the bible that says, “people who do not work shall starve”. Maybe Ranking Member Dusty Johnson, South Dakota, Scott DesJarlais, Tennessee, Rodney Davis, Illinois, Ted Yoho, Florida, Don Bacon, Nebraska, Jim Hagedorn, Minnesota can share the passage from the Bible that says who shall work shall eat?
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