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STATE WELFARE BUREAUGRATS
WANT MORE MONEY AND POWER
TOPUNISHPOOR FAMILIES

The American Public Human Services Association
(APHSA), formerly the American Public Welfare As-
sociation, the federal lobbying group for welfare bu-
reaucrats, has published a piece entitled “For Those
We Serve: A Challenge for the Next President...” It has
also transmitted another piece entitled “starting point”
advocating for more state flexibility and less account-
ability. APHS A represents the welfare bureaucracy, i.e.
State TANF directors. So what are some of the “ser-
vices” that the TANF program provides to the poorest
families of America are:

® Using less than 30% of the state and fed-
eral money meant to benefit the poorest

familes of America as ‘“payment to families”
while the rest is used for state budget relief and to fund
the welfare bureaucracy; (In California this year there
was $6.6 billion available to TANF, but only $5.2 bil-
lion was used for TANF. The rest was used to balance
the budget by innovative welfare budgeting and no
COLA for the third straight year.)

® 21 states impose full family sanctions,
which means aid to the whole family is cut

off. In many cases because the parents or relatives
taking care of the kids did not have money for trans-
portation and child care to do the federally unregulated
welfare-workfare bureaucratic demands upon the poor-
est families, often the performance of unpaid labor.

® Except for California, District of Columbia, Indi-
ana, Maine. Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and maybe

Massachusetts and Michigan all other states termi-
nate benefits to impoverished children and
babies after 60 months-children sentenced
to total destitution is the “service” that ma-
jority of the TANF bureaucrats perform in
the United States.

@ 23 states won’t provide cash aid children

who were born to a family on welfare. These
children are punished States for not being aborted.

Now these welfare bureaucrats are asking Presiden-
tial candidates to do away with meaningful federal
accountability while they impose harsh and puni-
tive accountability measures against welfare families.
They do not have the professional integrity of asking
for the same type of accountability and penalties that
they themselves impose on the poorest families of
America. States and APHSA want no meaning-
ful regulations just like Wall Street.

On 9-23-08 APHSA also mailed a letter to congres-
sional leaders asking Congress to sneak in a provision
in the second stimulus bill to reverse HHS regulations
preventing these states who use money for alleged
case load reduction credit scheme that take credit for
using other state funds as expenditures for the poor
when it is money that have been traditional been used
the State’s people, including the poor.

We would support case load reduction credit
for states who use 70% of their federal and state match
TANF funds for “payments to families”. Such states,
which do not exist, would should get relief for using
the money for the poorest families of America and not
the welfare bureaucracy and state budget relief.

Statistic ot the Month!

This month we look at the how the State is meeting the
needs of hungry families applying for welfare. State
law provides that if the family is eligible for expedited
service food stamps, then benefits shall be issued in
three (3) days. Three (3) days is a long time to go hun-

ary.

During the period of April, May and June of 2008,36%
of the families eligible for emergency food stamps re-
ceived their benefits after the third day in violation of
state law. This is statistically significant 36 %
DSS noncompliance rate. More information
coming next week on this topic.

CCWRO Is A IOLTA FUNDED SUPPORT CENTER SERVING IOLTA LEGAL SERVICES PROGRAMS IN CALIFORNIA. TYPES OF SERVICES OF-
FERED: LITIGATION, CO-COUNSELING, FAIR HEARING, REPRESENTATION, CONSULTATION, INFORMATIONAL SERVICES, RESEARCH SERVIC-
ES, IN-DEPTH CONSULTATION AND WELFARE TRAINING. PROGRAMS COVERED: CALWORKS, WELFARE TO WORK (WTW), FOOD STAMPS,

MEDIA CAL, GENERAL ASSISTANCE & REFUGEE/IMMIGRANT ELIGIBILITY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



