Blo

dy Protest

Against Brown

By John Balzar
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A handful of welfare rights
activists left Governor Brown sym-
holic hottles of blood and ashes for
Christimas presents vesterday in a
gory media event staged to com-
plain that the governor has aban-
doned Californiu’s poor.

The* San Jose group, calling

itsell the Welfare Recipients
League, accused Brown of pinch-
penny welfare policies that result-
ed in the deaths of two children
during his administration.

Kevin Aslanian, leader of the
demonstration, said six-month-cld
Cammile Norman died in Riverside
i March, 1977, when her mother
was denied emergency welfare as-
sistance. He charged that the Nor-
man family was forced to sleep in
the streets, where the infant caught
a cold that turned into pneumonia
and led to her death.

The incident is the subject of a
lawsuit Aslanian's organization
liled against the state more than a
year ago. The suil charges that
county weifare agencices svstematie-
ally ignored requiremcnts to pro-
vide noedy families with emergen-
ey assistance, and ihat state gov-
ernment knew about it and il
nothing to intervenc.

The state Department of Social
Services has denied the charges
and is fighling the cuit in Sacra-
mento court.

Details of the alleged second
death were scant. Aslanian said
that a two-year-old died in Alameda
county about two years ago “under
similar circumstances.” But he
could supply no name or additivnal
facts.

To draw attention to iheir
accusations, the eight or so adulis
and children participatine in i
demonstration staged a news o
lerence 1n Brown's reception room.
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presents a bottle of liquid to*
represent “the blood that he has
bled from the poor children” and a
bottle of ashes “consisting of all our
hopes that he has destroyed.”

Aslanian, a vocal welfare cru-
sader, acknowledged to reporters
that he has received welfare for
“six or seven vears’ under a
program for unemployed parents.

But while he has been receiv-
ing his assistance, he said, 83
percent ¢f the families who need
emergency welfare help do not
receive it hbecause of a state policy
not 19 spend $22 million that it
wouid cost. The figures, Aslanian
szid, came from a state memo.

Hut in the Sovial Services
depurtinent, a spokesman said he
could find no such memo. He added
thut the state estimates it will spend
%22 nillion this fiscal year provid-
ing the “immediate needs” grants
of $160 each to the most critically /
destitute families £



