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~ Coalition formed to fight PG&E rate increase

wu~ Ed Pope -
Staff Writer : :

¢

* " Gritss-roots groups in Santa Clara,Coun- -
“ty rebelling against higher utility rates:

will tiin their solo
protest today. . - Ea .
- .Memibers of Fed-up Ratépayers and
Preévent Higher Utility Charges, the: two
main consumer groups battling the recent.
rate ificreases, are forming.a coalition
with the De Anza College Students for

acts into a.chorus of

" Economic Demdcracy, the Welfare Recip- \

ients League, Seniors Can Act Together
and retirees of Local 715 of Service Em-
ployees. International Union. They plan to

Tafihounce the merger ‘it 4 press confer-.

ence in Sunriyvale.

o They will call the riew organization

South Bay Ratepayers ‘Alliance; according
to Diane Hudsori: The formalities will take
place at her Siniiyvale home. -

“Let . the cﬁ..asa know -what (you)
‘think ‘should be donie about these outra-

On another front, the state”Assembly -
will conduct a =mui....me%m. the’ issué of
utility rates at 7 p.m; today in' the Pied-
mont Hills High Schoo! auditoriurr, . ..~
" San, Jose Assemblyman Dominic Cor-
tese urged residents to attérid. - - :

geous bills,” he said. . .. b :
__The Assémbly Select Coinmiitee on .,

Utility Performance, Rates and Regila-.". | ! S U
" MeariWhilé; the Gilroy City Council has

tion was forrhed {o draft soltions to rising
utility rates and o solicit public. reaction
to utilities’ legislation. The. chairimian is
Douglas Bosco, D-Oceidental, ;- -~ =

.. The South Bay Ratepayers Alliance will
have its first ooﬁ_ﬂiam.gu at7p.m.
March 10.in the old supetvisors’ n_.wﬂﬂm.u :
in the county administration” building at -
the San Jose Civic Center, HudSon said. -
- {We’re Jooking for ideas:-and liput.
We're organlzing into one cohesive group,

.ing the. petition
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whole lot of power;” she said.
The: group’s {objéctive, she said, is to

becatise: the "_..Ee_%v_., doesn’t have m

~"reduce_utility rates to the levels of last"

Dct. 21. The alliance also intends to edu-
cate Pacific Gas & Electric Co. officials in'

_ - the“liféstyles of ‘the poor, to investigate

-+ Jaws that. restrict -an individual's energy .

.+ indépendence and to keep cost overruns -
: from becoming 4 .

fot new - construction

part.of the rate structure. .

endorséd a resolutioti asking the Public

= \tilities. Comrission to roll back wutility .
Jorates; oo )

o there are a great many people on fixed

. incomes who cannot exist with ‘the fate

hikes” . L

_~The resolution, dlohg with endorse-
.mets, will be presented to the Legislature
- on Monday, according to Houston Spires,

executive director of the Sierra Foothills

Jorganization. -

.Escalation, another citizens’ movement

outing from the roots of recent gas and
electricity increases, has its eye on legisla-
tive and ballot-initiative measures. . -

Stuart Wisong, an Aptos resident’ who
teaches at Mount Pleasant High School in

.~ San Jose, is spearhedding the group, which

. -The Sierra Foothills Community Assis” . he says has 2,000 members aind 15 growing

tahice Project, of Grass Valley, is circylat: -
among écities throughout -
The resolution asks the PUC to return
5:5, rates to their-January. 1981 levels,

"by 50 each week.
. The group also seeks legislative action
"taking rate-setting authority away from

the PUC and giving it to the Leglslature,
Wisong said the group expects to have’

1 ~

5000 signaturd on petitions requesting
this action by the ehd of March. !
‘Wisong said his group will participate.in

. @ public forurh on the issues with State

Sen. Henry Mello, D-Monterey, at 7 p.m.
Friday at Harbor High School.

“We realize PG&E has a financial prob-

o S . * lem and has no alternative but to raise
. And in Santa Cruz, People Against Rate -

rates, but we can’t put up with it,” Wisong
said. “We don’t want people to have to
make the decision between eating or pay-
ing their PG&E bill”

Across the staté, the picture is the same.
A Southern California lawmaker called
Wedhesday for the creation of a “Consum-
ers Utility Board,” which would réepresent
citizens before the state PUC when rate
hikes are proposed. The bill, according to

* Assemblyman Mel Levine, D-Santa Mon-

ica, would “put residential utility custom-

‘ers on an even footing with utility compa-
- nies and their large industrial customers.”
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