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might be a breakthrough resulting
in legislative action was the appear-
ance of Assembly Speaker Willie L.
Brown Jr., D-San Francisce, who
was in a good mood. R

“The governor, I understand, is
now talking about having you
replaced with Agnos on the toxics
reorganization plan,” Brown told
Swoap.

A Deukmejian administration tox-
ics reorganization plan drafted by
‘Swoap -was rejected by the Assem-
bly last month and is being resub-
mitted.

An important Senate player in
welfare legislation, Bill Greene, D-
Los Angeles, also was at the news
conference to add his endorsement.

Agnos said he hopes to get the
legislation enacted next year. The
Legislature, after a month-long
recess beginning at the end of the
week, only has another meonth in
session this year.

The reform program would be
phased in over a three-year period,
with San Diego and a group of San
Joaquin Valley counties presumably
among the early entries because
they have a head start.

Agnos said the proposal, called
Greater Avenues for Independence
(GAIN), contains parts of earlier
proposais by the Deukmejian admin-
istration, Garamendi and Sen. Diane
E. Watson, D-Los Angeles.

The program is mandatory for all JUL 1 8 1985
recipients of Aid to Families with

Dependent Children who are single
parents with no children 6 or young- ' .

er. In two-parent families, the pro- Ju‘"' FRCORE S ss
gram is mandatory for the main
wage earner.

Officials said this covers a third of
AFDC recipients. More than 170,000
persons are expected to participate,
including some volunteers.

-The full range of benefits would
continue: cash, Medi-Cal and food
stamps. Women would receive child
care, transportation and even cloth-
ing if needed.

After an initial screening, recipi-
ents could receive remedial educa-
tion or English courses or an exemp-
tion if, for example, time is needed
to recover from a death in the
family.

A three-week job search super-
vised by the Employment Develop-
ment Department could be preceded
by “job club” training in job-hunting
techniques. .

Participants would not have to
iake a job if it pays less than 185
percent of the welfare grant.

If work is not found, the recipient
goes on to a variety of education and
training programs. Up to two years
of higher education is covered.

In addition to on-the-job training,
there also would be vocational train-
ing and programs in which welfare
money goes to employers who hire
recipients.




