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A terrtble ﬁre, a pamﬁd recovety .
This is the story of howaanes- s
famtly 'has become 'entang ed ina
bureaucrattc mghtmare that has‘ ¥
a mother spending as much.time, |
dealing with financial survival as
e she does the surwval of her [ &
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Denlse Burch stands by her bu son, Kevin

¢ Daly, during a ceremony-with ﬂreﬂﬁhters outside
Brookslde Hospital In Rlchmond May 5 o
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By DEREK J. MOORE
‘Register Staff Writer AR
NAPA Denise Burch was a week away f from
going off welfare when her life began to unmvel
It has been unraveling ever since. Sy
A single parent with three children, Bun'h was :
in the final stages of a work-training program on
Feb. 19 when a fire at herThird Su-eet home
destroyed her dreams, and set;into'motion : i
months of frustrating personal arid legal’ Issues,
“It was a horrible setback for her because she
was job ready,” said Janice Zanolini, special *
projects coordinator for the Napa County 'hatn
ing and Employrant Center. - -
While Burch aniwdwo of her children escaped
the blaze with only minor injuries, her 9-year-eld
. son Kevin Daly was not so lucky. Neither was,ltt- ‘
", month-old Marc Firman, the son of a family* 737!
_ friend who died'in the ﬂam& despite herolc, x.t
eﬂortsbyKevtntosavehlm ¥
Kevin's.story has been told tn the Register an
on Bay televlsl?n He suffered burns m_
reent of his body. ‘including third ‘@grée burns!
to htd ace and torso. He femains in Oakland

Children’s Hospital, wheré he undergoes pamfuxt .

surgery after surgery to-tepair his body. ! Lz-'
‘In the weeks that followed the tragedy, an
outpouring of donations from the communlty :
prompted Burch to open a tnist fund for her son's
medical needs not covered: by the state‘s medtcal
rogram Medi-Cal.
In all, his bills could total miore than $1 mmton.
Burch said. -
On May 10,a San h—.-mptsco woman who
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Kevin's—story
: cided to donate $10 000 to. the
trust fund.

*To me, she- (the donor] s an
angel,” Burch said. *Although it's
caused me a lot of grief, it’ s worth
it. Kevin needs it.”

The “grief” Burch refers- to re-
lates to the fact Napa County
officials, who say they are enforc-
ing state and federal laws, want -
to terminate Burch’s welfare ben-
efits, including Medi-Cal, be-
cause of the $10,000 donation.

While Burch said the fund is
strictly for Kevin's needs, county
officials contend the money is an
asset, and, therefore, makes
Burch ineligible for welfare.

“When people get windfall in-
come, we expect them to use that
iricome instead of relying on the
state,” satd Terry Longoiia: direc-
tor of the county's Health and_'
Human Services Agency.

State and federal laws say that'~
if a welfare recipient recelves a
iarge sum of money, then they
become ineligible for aid and
must live off the new income.

In Burch's casg, county offi-
clals want to make fer ineligible -
for benefits for 11 months; or the -
time equal to how long they think

the money in Kevin's tms{ fund ‘s

will last.

“*If this person. came 1nto thls;

money, she should be'able to live
off that,” sald Kofinne "Chee, '
spokesperson for the ‘state ‘De-::
partment of Social Services. © '~

Chee said the rules are strin-
gent because of the prevailing

-attitude that those who don't”

work should not be supported by
taxpayer dollars.

“This 1s my money and your
money. that people are using to
live on;” Chee said. “It's an issue -
of faimess. People who -are able-
bodied should be out there work-
ing.”

%\s for .the county, Longoria
said, oﬁ‘xcials here are: slmply fol—

lowing'the rules. * -

“That's’ ouir 'public charge and
we take it very serlous Longor-
fasald. TNy SN

follow the rules, but with the
burden of. taking care of Kevin
‘and her other two children, she
has not been able to keep track of
them all.

“I'm trying to do everything by
the book,. but“it's ha;d hen' I
keep" runnlng Intg’ stumbling
blocks i dont lmow about.” she
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¥ TRuST FUND™
Burch opened the “Kevin Daly
Trust Fund” on Feb. 23 at Napa
National .Bank on Claremont
gﬂge with an opening balance of
50, .
Ratlnerthan ease her problems.
1t only made them worse.

Friday, August 4, 1995

Zanolini, who assisted Burch
“ with “her- job " training,  helped-
Burch establish the fund and was

...named its trustee, or'the person

responsible for all the money
. coming lnto or going out of the
account.

“It was never my intention that
it would stay in my name,” Zano-
lini said.

On March 6, Napa National
was notified by Contra Costa legal
aid attorney Evelyn Rinzler that
the fund would have to be
changed for family needs.

Burch had sought assistance
from Rinzler's office because Ke-
vin was in Brookside Hospital in
San Pablo Bay at the time.

Following her attorney’s advice,
Burch on April 27 changed the?-
fund to the “Kevin Daly Irrevo*
cable Special Needs Fund,” and |
substituted herself for Zanolini as
trustee, according to county doc-
uments.

By givlng herself access to the
account; Burch; it seems, jeop-
‘ardized her welfare benefits —
monthly payments and Medi-Cal.

The trust fund, .according to
Oakland attorney lLairy Padway,
who would later help Burch, is
“permanently and irrevocably for
the special needs of a child.” It is
not money to be used for the
- parents, or to pay for expenses
_provided by state agencies like
welfare, Padway said.

Padway, who specializes in per-
onal injury cases, said there are
_many medical expenses, like cer-
tain, plastic surgeries or expen-
. stve’burm’ .creams, that Medl-Cal
does not.cover.. T .

“Part. of the fund ls to cover
medical needs that fall through
the cracks,” hesald. * .., ;

- Burch said she would have pre-
ferred not to have been named as
- the trustee of the fund, but she
could not ﬁnd anyone else to do
it.

She said she had trouble
reaching Zanolini for questions
about the:account: while ‘bank
officials and one of Kevin's teach-
ers decllned to be named as trus-
tee : ~"s~ ""*";‘l" 3]
el wasnt supposed:to be on the
trust. I knew it, but there. was
nothlng I could.do,” Burch said.

Burch said she-has triéd' to ?. ©in the meantime, ‘Kevin had

been moved. to Oaxlanu Chil-
dren's Hospital.

- When Burch tried ‘to.contact
Rinzler for further advice on the
fund, Rinzler told her she could
no longer be of help because
Kevin had. since been moved to
Oakiand and qut of Contra Costa
Countv*

Rinzler did not retum phone

i | callg from the Register.< <

1t was from April 27 to June 27 "
when Burch searchied for new'
legal help, - that she may have
gotten herself into trouble in the,
eyes of welfare officials.

On April 27, when the new
fund was created, Burch with-

drew $100 from the trust fund to






