Eloise Ander-
son has little
background in
laborissues.
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Capital-area figure leads pack for labor chief

By David Whitney
and Michael Doyle

Bee Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - Eloise Ander-
son, a Sacramento-area welfare
reformer and former head of the
Department of Social Services
under Gov. Pete Wilson, emerged
Wednesday as the leading candi-
date for labor secretary men:oibm

the sudden withdrawal of Linda
Chavez a day earlier.

Anderson, 58, met with Presi-
dent-elect Bush’s transition team
Wednesday after her late-after-
noon arrival from Sacramento,
where she is director of the Clare-
mont Institute’s Program for
American Families.

_ Before going to work for Wilson
in 1992, Anderson served m.waﬁm-

consin Community Services direc-
tor under Gov. Tommy Thompson,
now Bush’s nominee as secretary
of health and human services.

Ari Fleischer, transitionteam

‘spokesman, indicated that an an-

nouncement on the labor post
could come as early as today. -
Othersreportedly under consid-
eration include Elaine Chao,
ms.u,uou deputy transportation sec-

retary and the wife of Sen. Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky.; Stephen Gold-
smith, ex-mayor of Indianapolis;
and ex- Rep. Jim Talent, who lost
‘his race for Missouri governor.

Anderson, like Chavez, has long
been known as a woman who

. speaks her mind. She has little ex-

perience on labor issues but hag
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Anderson: Crusade against welfare has

From page Al
spoken and published widely in op-
position to welfare and even food
stamp programs from which she
once benefited.

Her crusade against welfare
has been her primary focus in and
out of public office. Last year,
when the California Legislature
was working on a budget bill pro-
viding wage-based community ser-
vice programs and expanded ser-
vices for the working poor, Ander-
son blasted away in a Claremont
Institute publication.

“Welfare is supposed to be a pro-
gram you turn to when all else
fails,” she wrote in the piece, avail-
able on the institute’s Internet
Web site. “The more lenient these
programs, the more likely the in-
crease in the number of people
who will qualify and languish on
welfare.” 1

Kevin Aslanian, director of the
Coalition of California Welfare
Rights  Organizations, said
Wednesday that his organization
battled with Anderson many
times in court, and he criticized
her for her belef that women
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should return to work 18 weeks af-
ter childbirth to stay off welfare.

“For her, working comes first,
parenting second,” he said. “It’s
our opinion that the family should
always be ahead of your job.”

But Anderson, an African Amer-
ican, has greeted controversy
with gusto, even when it has
brought personal insults.

“If you're black, you get called
Uncle Tom, Aunt Jemima, hand-
kerchief head,” she said in a 1996
interview with The Sacramento
Bee. “Youname the name. ... Then

they say youre mean spirited.
You don’t have a heart.”

For a potential secretary of la-
bor, she holds a remarkably unro-
mantic view of work.

“Somewhere in the ’'60s, we
started to believe that work was
supposed to make us happy,”
Anderson told the conservative
magazine Reason in a 1998 inter-
view. “I didn’t grow up thinking
work was supposed to make us
happy.”

The former community orga-
nizer once told “60 Minutes” that
she thought welfare should be
completely abolished, and she dis-
missed fears about people who
would find it too difficult to get a
job.

“Welfare sucks,” Anderson was
quoted as saying when she was di-
rector of the Aid to Families with
Dependent Children program in
California.

Anderson does, though, under-
stand something of the govern-
ment safety net. In the early
1970s, after her husband left her
and their three children, she
briefly received food stamps - a
program she has since criticized.
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Faorher, working
comes first, parenting
second.
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Kevin Aslanian
Coalition of California Welfare
Rights Organizations

In Sacramento, the blunt-talk-
ing Anderson was also an advo-
cate for increasing fathers’ in-
volvement in raising children. In
a 1995 interview, she told The Bee
that society has “got to get out of
this mode that men are evil and
negative and that they don’t be-
long at home.”

But welfare and fathers’ rights
are not the domain of the Labor
Department, which is more fo-
cused on union issues and worker
rights,

And on those issues, Anderson
hasn’t much of a background.

Stan Greer, news director for
the National Right to Work Com-

n chief focus +

mittee, an association that op-
poses mandatory union enroll-
ment in jobs under labor con-
tracts, said his group was scram-
bling to learn about her views.

“She doesn’t have much of a
track record on our issue,” Greer
said, adding that as long as she
has an open mind, “we have no rea-
son to oppose her.”

Claremont President Tom Sil-
ver said naming Anderson would
be a “feather in the cap” of the in-
stitution, which he said favors de-
centralized government and indi-
vidual and local responsibility.
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