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'Clinton seeks 2-year limit on welfare
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is “just a little more leverage™ on
Congress, which is considering
legislation that could cut welfare
rolls by up to 40 percent

Votes are scheduled tius week
in the House and Senate on mea-
sures that would end current fed-
eral welfare guarantees and pro-
vide states with block grants 1o
fund their own programs

Clinton’s preposal would affect
participants in the federal Job
Opportunities and Basic Skills
Training (JOBS) program. Reed
said that if states moved every
eligible welfare recipient into
that program, 60 percent of the
country's adult welfare popula-
tion would be affected by Clin-
tan’'s proposal,

344,000 eligible in state

In California, 344,000 adults
are eligible for the state's equiva-
lent of the JOBY program. But
while Wilson — ljke many gaver-
nors — has called for greater
flexibility in administering wel-
fare programs, his press officer
questioned the timing of Clinton's
announcement

“Is this an election-vear con-
version?" asked Sean Walsh,
bress secretary to Wilson, whao
has cut the average welfare grant
10 a family of three by 14 percent
since taking office. “Why not just
block-grant all of welfare (o
states and allow us o enact fun-
damental reform?”

Since Wilson became governor
In 1991, the average family of
three has seen its monthly wel-
fare check dwindle from $694 to
$594. Californians can now make
more al minimum-wage jobs than
at welfare counters

Corinne Chee, & Californiz De-
partment of Social Services off;-
cial, said the state is seeking fed-
eral approval to enact further
cuts and would prefer g whole-
sale revamping of the system
than Clinton’s proposal Tuesday

“IU's encouraging, but we've
heard it beiore,” Chee said “We
need relief from federal mandates
to implement vur system that will
make lives better for families and
children who've already hit rock
bottom ™

‘Sound bites’

Cesey McKeover, directing at-
torney for the Western Center on
Low and Foverly in Sauramemo,
czlled Tuesday’s wrinkle in the
nation's Z-year-old welfare de-

We'll say

m Executive order planned if Congress doesn
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* WASHINGTON — President Clinton's
conditional pledge Tuesday to deny aid to
welfare recipients who den’t find jobs after
two years drew skepticism from Gov. Pete
Wilson and outrage from state welfare ad-
vocates who called it election-vear pander-
mg.

gClinton s2id he would 1ssue an executive
order placing a two-year time limit on some
welfare payments if the GOP-led Congress
didn’t deliver welfare reform thic year,
welfare reciments, within
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President Chinlon speeks by
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Critics shred Clint

't approve bill

two years you will be expected to work and
earn a paycheck, not draw a welfare
check,” Clinton, speaking by satellite hook-

meeting in Puerto Rico.
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satellite lelevision heokup 1o the Nalional

Governors' Association meeting in Puerto Rico on Tuesday

fit's encouraging, bul we've heard it before. We need

relief from federal mandzates to implement our system

that will make lives better for familiee and children

wheo've zlresdy hit rock bottom.’
— Coriune Chee, Califirnia Depairtment of Socal Services

bate little more than “sloganeer-
ing and sound bites

"You can't de this on the
cheap,” said McKeever. “It's got
to be done with education and
training and child care ang job
creation. You den't pull the rug
out from people and just expect
people to flaat, because a lot of
them won't float."

Clinten’s pledge, announced
Just four months before the elec.
tion, appears caleulated to pro-
tect him politically f Congress
fails to pase welfare legislation or
if he decides to veto what it does
pass.

“1 far prefer a bill pussed by
Congress and 1 know you do,

w00," said Clinton. But “gne way
or another we will make work
and responsibility the law of the
land, but we want 2 good welfare
reform bill.”

Clinton has twice vetoed Re
publican welfare proposals and
threatened to veto the current
legislation when GOP leaders at-
tached 2 proposed overhaul of
Medicaid, the state-federal health
insurance program for the poot.

Dole had backed Medicaid over-
haul as part of the welfare bill.
However, last week congressional
Republicans indicated they would
remove the Medicaid provisions,
which Clinton said made a wel-
fare bill more possible

m Page One » Wednesday,

up, teld a Wational Governors’ Association

In an earlier address to the governors,
Republican presidential candidate Bob Dule
had questioned Clinton's willingness 1o sup-
port welfare reform and charged that the
administration has frustrated efforts by
states to move on their own by delaying
approval of needed federal waivers.

Bruce Reed, Clinton's chief acl_wsm on
welfare, said the proposed executive order
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Congress is considering welfare-
reform legislation to end the 60-
year-old guaraniee of aid to the
disadvaniaged The legisiation
would:

H Give slates vast new flexiility
to design their own systems
and establish their own rules,
Every adult would have 1o go
1o work within two years or
lose benefits.

El End the federal guarantes of
assistance to eligible lamilies
with children. Limit benefits to
five years. States could exermpt
up to 20 percent of families
from the lifetime cutoH.

E Allow states to prohibit pay-
mants to unmarried teen-age
mothars, and require tean
moms to stay in school and live
with an adult.

E Require states to bar addional
Ppayments to women who con-
ceive additional children whils
on welfare, unless the state
passes legislation opting out of
the provision.

E Reduce the growth in the food-
stamp program by $28 4 billion
over six years, limit the deduc-
tions for shalter costs, and al-
low some states to recaive
foed stamps as an optional
block grant.

E Bar aid 1o mosl non-citizens

& Overhaul rulss for the Supple-
mental Securdy Income pro-
gram lo cut eff payments to
children with less-severe dis-
abilitiss.

Source Mércury News vare services

But Clinton is still concerned
by provisions in the Republican
bill that would deny social servie-
es to legal immigrants and limit
benefits to some hard-prossed re-
cipients

Kevin Aslanian, executive di-
rector of the Coalition of Califor-
nia Welfare Rights Organizations,
called Clinton's lgtest proposal
cowardly and immoral,

“They attack babies and fami.
lies and do nothing about corpo-
rate welfare," Aslanian saig.
“There may be same brave sopuls
who will fight this, but most of
the people in Congress care about
only one thing: their next re-clec-
tion ™

Vanessa Gallman of the Mereury
News Washinglon bureny contributed
o this report
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