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Senate Bill No. 187

CHAPTER 50

An act to add Section 12087.3 to the Government Code, to amend Sections
50807 and 50811 of, to amend the heading of Chapter 11.8 (commencing
with Section 50811) of Part 2 of Division 31 of, to add Section 1530.90 to,
to add Division 2.8 (commencing with Section 1890) to, and to repea and
add Section 130208 of, the Health and Safety Code, to amend Sections
11166 and 11174.34 of the Penal Code, to add and repeal Sections17131.12
and 17131.19 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, to amend Sections 319,
319.3, 358.1, 361.2, 361.22, 366, 366.1, 366.3, 366.31, 636, 706.5, 706.6,
727.12,727.2, 2200, 4094, 4094.2, 4094.5, 4096, 4096.6, 10609.4, 11004.1,
11266, 11330.7,11403, 11403.2, 11450, 11450.025, 11461, 11461.36,
11461.6, 11462, 11462.01, 11463, 11466.36, 12201.06, 12301.61, 16001,
16501.1, 16501.35, 16501.45, 16501.5, 16501.6, 16501.95, 16523.58,
16524.9, 16587, 16589, 18358.30, 18900.8, 18930, and 18995 of, to amend,
renumber, and add Section 18997.2 of, to amend and repeal Section 12301.24
of, to amend, repeal, and add Sections 13753, 13754, 13757, and 18930.5
of, to add Sections 2200.2, 2200.5, 2200.7, 8151.5, 11450.027, 12300.6,
15768, 18926.8, 18928.5, and 18997.3 to, to add Article 5 (commencing
with Section 9156) to Chapter 2 of Division 8.5 of, to add Chapter 10.2
(commencing with Section 18936) to Part 6 of Division 9 of, to repeal
Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 4362) of Part 3 of Division 4 of, and
to repeal Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 8151) of Division 8 of,
the Welfare and Institutions Code, and to amend and repeal Section 135 of
Chapter 27 of the Statutes of 2019, relating to public socia services, and
making an appropriation therefore, to take effect immediately, bill related
to the budget.

[Approved by Governor June 30, 2022. Filed with Secretary of
State June 30, 2022.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 187, Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review. Human services.

(1) Existing law establishes the California Health and Human Services
Agency, which includesthe State Department of Public Health, among other
state departments charged with the administration of health, social, and
other human services. Existing law, the California Emergency ServicesAct,
creates, within the office of the Governor, the Office of Emergency Services,
which is responsible for addressing natural, technological, or man-made
disasters and emergencies, including responsibility for activities necessary
to prevent, respond to, recover from, and mitigate the effects of emergencies
and disasters to people and property.
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Thishill would establish, beginning July 1, 2022, the Office of Response
and Resilience within the California Health and Human Services Agency
to provide policy, fiscal, and operational organization, coordination, and
management when departments within the agency are preparing for,
mitigating, responding to, or helping communities recover from an
emergency, as defined. The bill would reguire the Office of Response and
Resilience to, among other things, maintain and update an All Hazards
Dashboard to identify the impacts of emergency and hazardous events and
provide key data necessary to support agency response operation. The bill
would authorize the office to enter into contracts for the purposes of
implementing these provisions, and would, on or before June 30, 2024,
exempt those contracts from certain laws relating to public contracts and
from the review or approval of the Department of General Services.

Thebill would make implementation of these provisions contingent upon
an appropriation by the Legidaturein the annual Budget Act for its purposes.

(2) Existing law establishes the Health Plan Improvement Trust Fund,
for use by the Center for Data I nsights and Innovation, as specified. Existing
law required moneys in the Office of Patient Advocate Trust Fund to be
transferred and deposited into the Health Plan Improvement Trust Fund by
July 1, 2021, and required the Office of Patient Advocate Trust Fund to be
eliminated once al funds are transferred.

Thisbill would instead rename the Office of Patient Advocate Trust Fund
to the Health Plan Improvement Trust Fund, and would transfer the moneys
inthe previously created Health Plan Improvement Trust Fund to the newly
renamed fund. The bill would additionally provide that the moneys in the
Health Plan Improvement Trust Fund shall be avail able, upon appropriation
by the Legislature, for use by the Center for Data I nsights and Innovation,
as specified.

(3) Existing law establishesthe Department of Community Servicesand
Development, under the direction of an executive officer known as the
Director of Community Services and Development, within the California
Health and Human Services Agency. Existing law, among other things,
authorizesthe department to apply for, administer, and overseefedera block
grant funds and other public and private funds designed to support
antipoverty programs in the state that are not currently administered by
other departments.

Existing federal law, the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, anong
other things, requiresthefederal Department of Health and Human Services
to carry out a Low-Income Household Drinking Water and Wastewater
Emergency Assistance Program, which is also known as the Low Income
Household Water A ssistance Program, for making grantsto statesand Indian
tribes to assist low-income households that pay a high proportion of
household income for drinking water and wastewater services, as provided.

Existing law requires the Department of Community Services and
Development to administer the Low Income Household Water Assistance
Program in this state, and to receive and expend moneys appropriated and
alocated to the state for purposes of that program, pursuant to the
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above-described federal law. Existing law authorizes the department to
develop and implement a state plan, requirements, guidelines, and subgrantee
contract provisionsfor the program without taking further regulatory action,
as specified.

This bill would, using funds appropriated in the Budget Act of 2022,
requirethe department to continue to administer the Low Income Household
Water Assistance Program in this state, until the appropriated funds are
expended or until June 30, 2026, whichever occurs first. This bill would
require the one-time extension of the Low Income Household Water
Assistance Program to be implemented in accordance with the
above-described state plan and program guidelines, as specified.

This bill would require the department to amend the above-described
program guidelines. The bill would require the department to seek public
input by posting, no less than 30 days before finalization of the program
guidelines, the draft program guidelines on the department’s public internet
website and by holding a public hearing on draft program guidelines with
notice of the hearing published prominently on the department’s public
internet website no less than 10 days before the hearing.

Existing law requires the Department of Community Services and
Development to receive and administer the federal Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) block grant.

This bill would require the department to assist local service providers
in maintaining full compliance with these provisions and with the LIHWAP
contract requirements and program guidelines. The bill would authorize the
department to use al available meansto terminate alocal service provider’s
designation to administer LIHEAP fundsfor failureto administer LIHWAP
funds pursuant to these provisions and in accordance with LIHWAP contract
requirements and program guidelines. The bill would require the department
to work with local service providers, as specified, to facilitate the release
of supplemental fundsto provide outreach, intake, and delivery of financial
assistance for water and wastewater services to eligible households.

The Personal Income Tax Law and the Corporation Tax Law, in
conformity with federal income tax law, generally define “gross income”
as income from whatever source derived, and provide various exclusions
from gross income.

This bill, for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2022, and
before January 1, 2027, would exclude from gross income any amounts of
financial assistance received by an individual taxpayer pursuant to those
acts. The bill would repeal these provisions on December 1, 2027.

Existing law requires any hill authorizing anew tax expenditureto contain,
among other things, specific goals, purposes, and objectives that the tax
expenditurewill achieve, detailed performanceindicators, and datacollection
reguirements.

Thishill, for specified provisions, would provide findingsto comply with
the additional information requirement for any bill authorizing a new tax
expenditure.
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(4) Existing law generally provides for the placement of foster youth in
various placement settings and governs the provision of child welfare
services, as specified. Existing law, the CaliforniaCommunity Care Facilities
Act, provides for the licensure and regulation of community care facilities,
including community treatment facilities (CTFs) and short-term residential
therapeutic programs (STRTPs), by the State Department of Social Services
(department). A violation of the act is a misdemeanor.

Under existing law, a CTF is aresidentia facility that provides mental
health treatment services to children in a group setting and that has the
capacity to provide secure containment. Existing law requires a CTF, asa
condition of licensure, to receive a certification of compliance from the
State Department of Health Care Services. Under existing law, only seriously
emotionally disturbed children, as defined, under specified criteriaare placed
inaCTF. Under existing law, aSTRTPisaresidential facility that provides
an integrated program of specialized and intensive generally nonmedical,
short-term, 24-hour trauma-informed care and supervision, services and
supports, and treatment to children, as specified.

Existing federal law, the Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA),
prohibitsfederal paymentsto the state for foster care maintenance payments
on behalf of a child placed in a qualified residential treatment program,
among other childcare institutions, unless a court assesses the placement
within 30 days of the placement being made and the program meets specified
requirements, including the utilization of atrauma-informed treatment model
and the provision of nursing staff and discharge planning and family-based
aftercare support for at least 6 months postdischarge. The FFPSA also
requires an assessment and determination by aqualified individual of which
placement would best meet the needs of the child, and documentation in
the child’s case plan of these assessments, among other things. Existing
state law sets forth various provisions concerning the licensing of, and the
placement of foster youth in, STRTPs that conform to the FFPSA
reguirements.

This bill would make related changes to provisions concerning the
licensing of, and the placement on or after July 1, 2022, of childrenin, CTFs,
including, among other things, requiring a quaified individual to conduct
an assessment of certain placementsin CTFs, establishing a processfor the
juvenile court to review and approve the placement of a dependent child,
ward, or nonminor dependent in a CTF, requiring county social workers
and probation officers to include certain information in specified social
studies, reports, and case plans, requiring CTFs to ensure the availability
of nursing staff, and providing at least 6 months of family-based aftercare
services postdischarge from a CTF. The bill would, for placements into a
CTF, require the Judicial Council, on or before October 1, 2022, to amend
or adopt rules of court and to develop or amend appropriate forms, as
necessary.

Thebill would requirealicensed CTF to have national accreditation from
an entity identified by the department, as specified. The bill would require
aCTF to provide documentation to the department reporting its accreditation
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status at 12 months and at 18 months after the date of licensure. The bill
would require a CTF to prepare and maintain a plan of operation relating
to, among other things, standards for a comprehensive trauma-informed
treatment model, and development of discharge planning and an
individualized family-based aftercare support plan, as specified. Under the
bill, federal financial participation under the Medi-Cal program would only
be available if all state and federal requirements are met and the treatment
ismedically necessary, regardless of the 6 months postdischarge requirement.
Thebill would authorize the Director of Social Servicesto adopt emergency
regulations, as specified, and would authorize the department to implement
these provisions through interim licensing standards until the adoption of
regulations.

By creating new requirementsfor CTFs under the CaliforniaCommunity
Care Facilities Act, the violation of which is a crime, and by creating new
duties for county officials, the bill would impose a state-mandated local
program.

(5) Existing law requires the department to establish a foster care rate
for each CTF program, as specified. Existing law requires the department
to develop a payment structure for STRTP placements claiming certain
foster care funding, and to devel op arate system that includes consideration
of certain factors, including accreditation, as specified.

This bill would require that a CTF or STRTP be reclassified and paid at
the appropriate program rate for which it is qualified if it fails to timely
obtain or maintain accreditation as required by state law or fails to provide
proof of that accreditation to the department upon request. The bill would
include, as part of the accreditation factor for STRTPs, provision for
reduction or revocation of the rate in the event of the suspension, lapse,
revocation, or other loss of accreditation, or failure to provide proof of that
accreditation to the department upon request. The bill would authorize the
department to terminate aprogram rateif, for aprovider operatingaSTRTP
or aCTF, the program or facility isno longer accredited as required by state
law.

(6) Existing law createsthe Office of Youth and Community Restoration
within the CaliforniaHealth and Human ServicesAgency to promote trauma
responsive, culturally informed services for youth involved in the juvenile
justice system, as specified. Existing law requires the office to have an
ombudsperson who has the authority to investigate complaints from youth,
families, staff, and others about harmful conditions or practices, violations
of laws and regulations governing facilities, and circumstances presenting
an emergency situation, or to refer complaints to another body for
investigation. Under existing law, the ombudsperson has the authority to
publish and provide regular reports to the Legislature about complaints
received and subsequent findings and actions taken.

Thisbill would specify that the ombudsperson hasthe authority to, among
other things, decide, in its discretion, whether to investigate complaints
from youth detained in or committed to juvenile facilities. The bill would
require the ombudsperson to provide prescribed notifications to the
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complainant, including whether the ombudsperson is investigating or
referring the complaint and the final outcome of any investigation. The hill
would make the identities of the complainants or witnesses and information
obtai ned by the ombudsperson in an investigation confidential, as specified,
and would, in doing so, limit the right of the public to obtain that information.

The bill would require the ombudsperson to post on the internet and
providethe Legislature with regular reports of data collected over the course
of theyear, including, but not limited to, complaints received and the trends
and issues that arose in the course of investigating complaints.

The California Constitution provides for the Right to Truth-in-Evidence,
which requiresa?2 /3 vote of the L egidatureto exclude any relevant evidence
from any criminal proceeding, as specified.

This bill would prohibit the ombudsperson and their staff from being
compelled to testify or being deposed in a judicia or administrative
proceeding regarding matters coming to their attention in the exercise of
their official duties and would prohibit the records of the ombudsperson
and their staff and any reports not released to the public from being disclosed
or produced in response to a subpoena or discovery in a judicia or
administrative proceeding. Because this bill may exclude from a criminal
action information discovered during an investigation that would otherwise
be admissible, it requires a2 /3 vote of the Legislature.

Existing constitutional provisions require that a statute that limits the
right of access to the meetings of public bodies or the writings of public
officials and agencies be adopted with findings demonstrating the interest
protected by the limitation and the need for protecting that interest.

This bill would make legidlative findings to that effect.

(7) Existing law providesfor the out-of-home placement, including foster
care placement, of children who are unable to remain in the custody and
care of their parents. Existing law, the federal Social Security Act, provides
for benefits for eligible beneficiaries, including survivorship and disability
benefits and supplemental security income (SSI) benefitsfor, among others,
blind and disabled children. Existing law requires the county to provide
specified information relating to SSI payments to a foster youth receiving
those benefits when the youth is approaching their 18th birthday, including
providing information regarding the federal regquirement that the youth
establish continuing disability as an adult in order for SSI benefits to
continue. Existing law declares the intent of the Legislature that nonminor
dependents who receive federal SSI benefits may serve astheir own payee,
if it is determined that the nonminor dependent satisfies the criteria
established by the Social Security Administration, and should be assisted
by the county welfare department in receiving direct payment. Existing law
requires ayouth in foster care and nearing emancipation to be screened by
the county for potential eligibility SSI benefits, as specified.

This bill would revise and expand these provisions with respect to
nonminor dependents, including requiring the county, if the youth electsto
remain in foster care as a nonminor dependent after attaining 18 years of
age, to assist the nonminor dependent in establishing continuing disability

96



—7— Ch. 50

asan adult, including identifying an appropriate representative payee, which
may include the nonminor dependent, a trusted adult, or the county, and
gathering and submitting records to the federal Social Security
Administration. The bill would specify the duties of the county if selected
as anonminor dependent’s representative payee.

The bill would revise screening requirements for foster youth nearing
emancipation, including requiring the youth to be under the supervision of
the county child welfare agency, juvenile probation department, or tribal
organization, and requiring the screening to occur when the youth is over
16 years of age. The hill would reguire the county to screen nonminor
dependents for potentia eligibility for SSI benefits under certain
circumstances, including, among other circumstances, when a nonminor
dependent has had a change of circumstances, including amedical condition
that is expected to last more than a year. The bill would aso require the
county to submit an application on behalf of any nonminor dependent who
is screened as being likely to be eligible for those benefits and consents to
the application, as specified. The bill would require the county to assist the
nonminor dependent or representative payee other than the county to provide
information to the Socia Security Administration to ensure that the nonminor
dependent receives the appropriate number of payments. The bill would
replace various references to county welfare departmentsto instead refer to
county placement agencies.

The bill would have these provisions become operative on January 1,
2023, or 30 days after the department has issued the required guidance,
whichever is later.

By increasing duties of county placing agencies assisting foster youth
and nonminor dependents, the bill would impose a state-mandated program.

(8) The federal FFPSA provides a state with the option to use certain
federa funds to provide mental health and substance abuse prevention and
treatment services and in-home parent skill-based programs to a child who
is a candidate for foster care or a child in foster care who is a pregnant or
parenting foster youth, as specified. Existing state law authorizes a county
to elect to provide those prevention services by providing awritten plan to
the department, which has oversight of the Family First Prevention Services
program. Existing law requires the county to consult with other relevant
county agencies, as specified, in the development of the plan.

This bill would require the participating county to also consult with the
other agencies in the ongoing implementation of the plan. The bill would,
until July 1, 2025, exempt contracts awarded by the department for purposes
of the program, and for purposes of the above-described family-based
aftercare services, from specified contracting requirements.

(9) Existing law, subject to an annual appropriation in the annual Budget
Act, requires the Department of Housing and Community Development to
provide, under the Transitional Housing Program, funding to counties for
allocation to child welfare services agencies to help young adults who are
18 to 24 years of age, inclusive, secure and maintain housing, with priority
givento young adultsformerly in the state’ sfoster care or probation systems.
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Existing law, subject to an appropriation in the annual Budget Act, aso
requires the department to allocate funding to counties to provide housing
navigators to help young adults who are 18 to 21 years of age, inclusive,
secure and maintain housing, with priority given to young adults in the
foster care system. Existing law requiresachild welfare agency that accepts
any distribution of money pursuant to either program to report specified
information to the department on an annual basis.

This bill would rename the housing navigator program as the Housing
Navigation and Maintenance Program, and would extend €eligibility and
priority for the program to help young adults who are 18 to 24 years of age,
inclusive, with priority given to young adults formerly or currently in the
foster care system. The bill would, for a child welfare agency that accepts
any distribution of money for both the Transitional Housing Program and
the Housing Navigation and Maintenance Program, require the department
to accept one county board resolution and one allocation acceptance form,
and execute one standard agreement, for both programs.

Existing law makes transitional housing available to any former foster
youthwhoisat least 18 years of age and not more than 24 years of agewho
has exited from the foster care system on or after their 18th birthday and
has elected to participate in the Transitional Housing Program-Plus, as
defined, if they have not received services pursuant to these provisions for
more than atotal of 24 months. Existing law authorizes a county to extend
those services to former foster youth who are not more than 25 years of age
and for a total of 36 months if the former foster youth meets specified
criteria.

Thisbill would extend the age of eligibility for transitional housing in all
countiesto any former foster youth who is 18 to 24 years of age, inclusive,
and would extend the maximum time they may receive services pursuant
to these provisions to 36 months. To the extent that this bill would expand
county duties with regard to the administration of the Transitional Housing
Program-Plus program, it would impose a state-mandated local program.

(10) Existing law, the Mello-Granlund Older CaliforniansAct, reflects
the policy mandates and directives of the federal Older Americans Act of
1965, as amended, and sets forth the state’s commitment to its older
population and other populations served by the programs administered by
the California Department of Aging.

Under existing law, the Director of Health Care Services administersthe
Comprehensive Act for Families and Caregivers of Cognitively Impaired
Adultsto provide various servicesto cognitively impaired adults, as defined,
and their families and caregivers. Existing law requires the director to
contract with caregiver resource centers to deliver servicesto caregivers of
cognitively impaired adults, such as information on chronic and disabling
conditions, clinical staff to provide an assessment of caregiver needs, lega
and financial consultation, and respite care, among others. Existing law
requires the caregiver resource centers to submit progress reports on their
activities, as specified.
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Thisbill would repeal and recast those provisionsto require the Director
of the California Department of Aging to administer the act. The bill would
state that cognitive impairment may be caused by, among other things,
dementia, cerebrovascular diseases, or degenerative diseases. Thebill would
reguire the department to administer the caregiver resource center program
as adistinct program separate from the federal Older Americans Act.

(11) Existinglaw establishesasystem of statewide child welfare services,
administered by the State Department of Social Services and county child
welfare agencies, with the intent that all children are entitled to be safe and
free from abuse and neglect. Existing law requires the department to
implement the Child Welfare Services/Case Management System
(CWSICMYS) to administer and evaluate the state's child welfare services
and foster care programs. Existing law also requires the department and the
Office of Systems Integration, in collaboration with the County Welfare
Directors Association, to seek resources to enable the necessary level of
engagement by the counties in the Child Welfare ServicessNew System
(CWS-NS), a successor information system, as specified. Existing law
requires the existing (CWS/ICMS) operations and functionality to be
maintained at alevel at least commensurate with its December 2015 status
and not to be decommissioned prior to the full statewide implementation
of the CWS-NSin all counties.

This bill would revise various specific references to the CWS/ICM S and
the CWS-NS, to refer instead to a statewide child welfare information
system. The bill would require counties to fully utilize the functionality
provided by the replacement statewide child welfare information system
when it has been implemented statewide. By imposing additional dutieson
countries, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

(12) Existing law establishes the State Supplementary Program for the
Aged, Blind, and Disabled (SSP), which requires the State Department of
Social Services to contract with the United States Secretary of Health and
Human Services to make payments to SSP recipients to supplement
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payments made available pursuant to
the federal Social Security Act. Existing law also establishes the Golden
State Grant Program, which requires the department to make a one-time
grant payment of $600 to qualified grant recipients, including recipients of
benefits under the SSI/SSP program.

This bill would repeal the Golden State Grant Program as of January 1,
2024.

(13) Existing law provides for the temporary or emergency placement
of dependent children of the juvenile court and nonminor dependents with
relative caregivers or nonrel ative extended family members under specified
circumstances. Existing law requires countiesto provide a specified payment
to an emergency caregiver if, among other things, the emergency caregiver
has compl eted an application for resource family approval and an application
for the Emergency Assistance Program. Existing law requires that these
payments be made through Emergency Assistance Program fundsincluded
inthe state’'s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant,
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with the county solely responsible for the nonfederal share of cost, except
as specified.

Under existing law, during the 2022—23 fiscal year, and each fiscal year
thereafter, these payments are ineligible for the federa or state share of
payment upon approval or denia of the resource family application or
beyond 90 days, whichever occurs first. Existing law requires the State
Department of Social Servicesto consider extending the required payments
beyond the 90-day limit if the resource family approval process cannot be
completed within 90 days dueto circumstances outside of acounty’s control.

This bill would instead make payments ineligible for the federal or state
share of payment upon approval or denial of the resourcefamily application
or beyond 120 days, whichever occurs first. The bill would remove the
requirement on the department to consider the payment extension. The bill
would also make the federal and state share available beyond 120 days of
payments, and up to 365 days of payments, if certain conditions are met by
the county, including, among others, the provision of monthly documentation
showing good cause for the delay in approving the resource family
application that is outside the control of the county, as specified.

(14) Existing law establishes the California Work Opportunity and
Responsibility to Kids (CaWORKS) program, under which each county
provides cash assistance and other benefitsto qualified low-income families
using federal, state, and county funds. Existing law requires families to be
grouped into assistance units for purposes of determining eligibility and
computing the amount of Cal WORK said to be paid. Existing law authorizes
current and future grants payabl e to an assistance unit to be reduced due to
prior overpayments, and requires a county to take all reasonable steps
necessary to promptly correct any overpayment of supportive services
payments to a recipient.

Existing law requires a nonfraudulent CalWORK's overpayment that is
established for a current Cal WORKSs case on or after August 1, 2021, and
for the benefit months of April 2020 to the end of the proclamation of a
state of emergency related to the COVID-19 pandemic, or June 30, 2022,
whichever dateis sooner, to be classified asan administrative error. Existing
law prohibits an overpayment classified as an administrative error pursuant
to this provision from being reclassified after the state of emergency related
to the COVID-19 pandemic ends.

This bill would make that prohibition inapplicable if the overpayment is
determined to be fraudulent. To the extent the bill would impose new duties
on counties, the bill would impose a state-mandated |ocal program.

Existing law, under the CalWORK s program, provides for an immediate
assistance payment if a county determines at the time of application that
the applicant is apparently eligible for CdWORKSs aid, and the applicant
needs immediate assistance because the family’s total available liquid
resources are less than $100 and there is an emergency situation. Existing
law provides for homeless assistance for temporary shelter to homeless
families that are apparently eligible. Existing law limits an alien applicant
who does not provide verification of their eligible alien immigration status,
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or a person with no eligible children who does not provide medica
verification of their pregnancy from being apparently eligible for purposes
of those provisions.

Thishbill would remove the limitation on aperson with no eligible children
who does not provide medical verification of their pregnancy from being
apparently eligible, thereby expanding apparent digibility for those purposes.
By imposing an additional duty on counties, the bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

Existing law establishes maximum aid grant amounts to be provided to
each family recelving aid under CalWORKSs. Existing law increases the
maximum aid payments by 5% commencing on March 1, 2014, by an
additional 5% commencing on April 1, 2015, by an additional 1.43%
commencing on October 1, 2016, by specified fixed dollar amounts
commencing in 2017, and by an additional 5.3% commencing on October
1, 2021.

This bill would express the intent of the Legidature that, upon
appropriation, CalWORK s maximum aid payments are sufficient to ensure
that no child lives at or below 50% of the federal poverty level, and would
make related statements of intent, as specified.

The bill would, commencing on October 1, 2022, increase by 11% the
maximum aid payments in effect on July 1, 2022. Under the bill, counties
would not be required to contribute a share of the coststo cover thisincrease
to maximum aid payments.

The bill would aso, commencing on October 1, 2022, and through
September 30, 2024, increase the maximum aid payments in effect on July
1, 2022, by an additional 10%, as specified. The bill would, commencing
on Octaber 1, 2024, and subject to an appropriation, increase the maximum
aid paymentsin effect on July 1, 2024. By increasing the duties of counties
relating to these CaWORK s maximum aid payments, the bill would impose
a state-mandated local program.

Because moneys from the General Fund are continuously appropriated
to defray aportion of county aid grant costs under the CalWORK s program,
this bill would make an appropriation for the maximum aid payments
cumulative increase of 21%.

Existing law requiresthe Director of Financeto annually provide certain
cost and revenue estimates and sets forth a process by which increases may
be made to the maximum aid payments based on those estimates.

This bill, commencing on January 1, 2023, and based on a specified
timeline, would require the State Department of Social Servicesto annually
provide a display to the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the
L egidature and on the department’sinternet website showing the Cd WORK s
maximum aid payment amounts compared to 50% of the federa poverty
level.

Existing law establishes the CdWORKs Home Visiting Program as a
voluntary program for the purpose of supporting positive health,
development, and well-being outcomes for eligible pregnant and parenting
people, families, and infants born into poverty. Existing law, subject to an
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appropriation in the annual Budget Act, requires the State Department of
Socia Servicesto award funds to participating countiesin order to provide
voluntary evidence-based home visiting servicesto any assistance unit that
meets specified requirements. Existing law requires a primary component
of the program to be case management and evidence-based home visiting,
as specified, for the purpose of family support. Existing law authorizes
counties, in coordination with home visitors and CalWORKs staff, to
establish aprocessto provide one-time, as-needed funding for the purchase
of material goods for a program participant’s household related to care,
health, and safety of the child and family, in an amount not to exceed $500.

This bill would increase that to an amount not to exceed $1,000.

(15) Exidting federa law establishesvariousdisability benefits programs,
including the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program, under which
cash assistanceis provided to qualified low-income aged, blind, and disabled
persons, and the Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) program, under
which benefits are provided to personswith disabilitieswho have paid socia
security taxes. Existing state law provides for disability benefits programs,
including the State Supplementary Program for the Aged, Blind, and
Disabled (SSP), under which state funds are provided in supplementation
of federal SSI benefits.

Under existing law, benefit payments under SSP are calculated by
establishing the maximum level of nonexempt income and federal SSI and
state SSP benefits for each category of eligible recipient. The state SSP
payment is the amount required, when added to the nonexempt income and
SSI benefits available to the recipient, to provide the maximum benefit
payment. Existing law prohibits, for each calendar year, commencing with
the 2011 calendar year, any cost-of-living adjustment from being made to
the maximum benefit payment unless otherwise specified by statute, except
for the passalong of any cost-of-living increase in the federal SSI benefits.
Existing law continuously appropriates funds for the implementation of
SSP.

Existing law, in 2022, increased the amount of aid paid under SSP by a
percentage increase calculated by the State Department of Social Services
and the Department of Finance and required those departments to notify
specified legidative committees and the L egislative Analyst’s Office of the
final percentage increase effected by the appropriation in the Budget Act
of 2021 for the purposes of implementing the increase. Existing law,
commencing January 1, 2024, and subject to an appropriation in the Budget
Act of 2023, provides an additional grant increase subject to the same
calculations, notifications, and implementation as the first increase.

Thisbill would, instead, subject to an appropriation in the Budget Act of
2022, and commencing January 1, 2023, increase the amount of aid paid
under SSP by a percentage increase calculated by the departments listed
above. The bill would require those departments to notify specified
legidlative committees and the Legislative Anayst’s Office of the fina
percentage increase effectuated by the appropriation in the Budget Act of
2022 for the purposes of implementing the increase.

96



— 13— Ch. 50

The bill would also require the State Department of Social Services to
calculate and publish what the payment levels and associated costs would
have been if annual state cost-of-living adjustments had been provided, as
specified.

(16) Existinglaw establishesthe Emergency Child Care Bridge Program
for Foster Children, to be implemented at the discretion of each county, for
the purpose of stahilizing foster children with families a the time of
placement by providing a time-limited payment or voucher for childcare
following the child’s placement, or for achild whose parent isin foster care,
and by providing the family with a childcare navigator to assist the family
in accessing long-term subsidized childcare. Existing law requires
participating county welfare departments to determine eligibility of achild
for the program by using specified criteria, including that a payment or
voucher may be provided if work or school responsibilities preclude a
resource family from being at home when the child for whom they have
care and responsibility is not in school or for periods when the family is
required to participate, without the child, in activities associated with
parenting a child that are beyond the scope of ordinary parenta duties.

Thisbill instead would authorize a payment or voucher if work or school
responsibilities preclude aresource family from providing care, rather than
precluding them from being at home, when the child for whom they have
care and responsibility is not in school or for periods when the family is
required to participate, without the child, in activities associated with
parenting a child that are beyond the scope of ordinary parenta duties.

Under existing law, a child receiving a monthly childcare payment or
voucher is eligible to receive the payment or voucher for up to 6 months,
which may be extended for an additional 6-month period, for atotal period
of up to 12 months, under certain circumstances.

Thisbill would, effective September 1, 2022, authorize a county welfare
department to extend the monthly payment or voucher beyond 12 months
based on a compelling reason, which may include, among other things, the
inability of the foster child to successfully transition to other subsidized
childcare or other reasons authorized pursuant to guidance issued by the
department, with input from stakeholders. The bill would aso remove
obsolete provisions.

(17) Existing law establishes the In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS)
program, administered by the State Department of Socia Services and
counties, under which qualified aged, blind, and disabled persons are
provided with services so they may remain in their own homes. Existing
law provides for the allocation of funds from the Local Revenue Fund to
local agencies for the administration of various health, mental health, and
public socia service programs, including IHSS (1991 Realignment funds).

Existing law requires aspecified mediation process, including afactfinding
panel recommending settlement terms, to be held if a public authority or
nonprofit consortium and the employee organization fail to reach agreement
on a bargaining contract with in-home supportive service workers on or
after October 1, 2021. Existing law subjects a county to a withholding of
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1991 Realignment funds if, among other things, the county does not reach
an agreement with the empl oyee organi zation within 90 days after therel ease
of the factfinding panel’s recommended settlement terms. Existing law
specifies that withholding would be on October 1, 2021, if the factfinding
panel’srecommended settlement termswere released prior to June 30, 2021,
and the county did not reach an agreement with the employee organization
within 90 days after the release.

This bill would clarify that the above-described withholding of 1991
Realignment funds is a one-time withholding, and would specify that the
fundsareto bewithheld pursuant to a schedule devel oped by the Department
of Finance and provided to the Controller.

Existing law requires the department, in consultation with stakehol ders,
to create and provide to the Legislature the framework for a permanent
provider backup system, to be implemented after statutes are enacted to
define the parameters of services pursuant to IHSS, as specified.

This bill, effective no sooner than October 1, 2022, as specified, would
require acounty or apublic authority to administer abackup provider system
for in-home supportive services and waiver personal care services providers.
The bill would establish eligibility requirements, maximum total hours a
recipient may use, eligibility requirements and wagesfor backup providers,
and the responsibilities of the county or public authority in operating the
system. The bill would make counties, public authorities, and the state
immune from liability resulting from abackup provider’s untimely response
to arequest for provider backup services, except as provided. The bill would
authorize the department to implement and administer these provisions
through all-county letters or similar instructions until regul ations are adopted
and would require the state to seek all federal approval necessary. By
increasing the duties of local governments, this bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

Existing law requires prospective providers of in-home supportive services
to complete, at the time of enrollment, a provider orientation that is
devel oped by the department, in consultation with counties, and that includes
specified program information, including the requirementsto be an eligible
IHSS provider and a description of the program. Existing law requires the
provider orientation to be an onsite orientation that all prospective providers
are required to attend in person.

Thisbill would, if the state or local public health agency issues an order
limiting the size of gatherings, authorize a county to hold a series of smaller
in-person orientations that meet the same criteria. The bill would specify
that a county is not required to hold an orientation in which prospective
providers attend in person if the state or local health agency issues an order
that preventsthein-person orientation from occurring. The bill would require
acounty to hold an orientation that isin person within 30 calendar days of
the date that the public health order restrictions are lifted, except as specified.
The bill would prohibit the requirement for in-person orientation from
applying if the parties to a collective bargaining agreement expressly agree
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to waive that requirement and have a negotiated alternative method for the
provision of the orientation.

Existing law prohibits a public employer from deterring or discouraging
public employees, or applicants to be public employees, from becoming or
remaining members of an employee organization, from authorizing
representation by an employee organization, or from authorizing dues or
fee deductions to an employee organization. Existing law grants the Public
Employment Relations Board jurisdiction over violations of these provisions.

This bill would authorize a claim to be brought before the Public
Employment Relations Board for an alleged violation of the above-described
prohibition if the county has not complied with the requirement to hold
provider orientation, as specified.

This hill would also make technical, nonsubstantive changes to these
provisions.

(18) Existing law establishes the Aid to Families with Dependent
Children-Foster Care (AFDC-FC) program, under which counties provide
payments to foster care providers on behalf of qualified children in foster
care. Existing law requires the State Department of Socia Services to
administer a state system for establishing rates in the AFDC-FC program.
Existing law requires the department to implement a rate structure that is
effective through December 31, 2022, for specified rates paid to certified
family homes of afoster family agency, short-term residential therapeutic
programs, and foster family agencies that provide treatment, intensive
treatment, and therapeutic foster care programs.

Thisbill would provide a2-year extension for the payments of thoserates.

Existing law requires the State Department of Social Services to
implement intensive treatment foster care programs for eligible children
and exempts the rates for these programs from the current AFDC-FC foster
family agency ratesetting system. Existing law requiresthe department from
January 1, 2017, to December 31, 2021, inclusive, to implement an interim
rate structure to reflect the appropriate level of placement and address the
need for specialized hedth care, support services, and mental heath
treatment services for foster children served in these programs. Existing
law provides the method to calculate current rates for these programs.

Thishill would extend the operation of thisinterim rate structure through
December 31, 2024.

(19) Existing federal law provides for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), known in Californiaas Cal Fresh, under which
supplemental nutrition assistance benefits allocated to the state by the federal
government are distributed to eligible individuals by each county.

Existing law requiresthe State Department of Social Servicesto establish
afood assistance program, known asthe California Food Assistance Program
(CFAP), to provide assistance to a noncitizen of the United States if the
person’s immigration status meets the eligibility criteria of SNAP in effect
on August 21, 1996, but the person is not eligible for SNAP benefits solely
dueto their immigration status, as specified. Existing law also makesdigible
for the program an applicant who is otherwise eligible for the program, but
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who entered the United States on or after August 22, 1996, if the applicant
is sponsored and the applicant meets one of alist of criteria, including that
the applicant, after entry into the United States, is a victim of the sponsor
or the spouse of the sponsor if the spouseis living with the sponsor.

Existing law, to become operative on the date that the department notifies
the Legislature that the Statewide Automated Welfare System (SAWS) has
been updated to perform the necessary automation, requires the department
to use state funds appropriated for CFAP to provide nutritional benefits to
households that are ineligible for CalFresh benefits solely due to their
immigration status.

This bill, subject to an appropriation in the annual Budget Act, would
additionally make an individual 55 years of age or older eligible for the
program if the individual’s immigration status is the sole basis for their
ineligibility for CalFresh benefits.

Existing law requires a recipient of CaWORKSs to participate in
welfare-to-work activitiesasacondition of eligibility. Existing law requires
a recipient of CFAP benefits who is also receiving CaWORKSs aid to
satisfactorily participate in welfare-to-work activities, as specified, or if the
recipient is not receiving CaWORKs aid, to meet specified work
requirements under SNAP.

This bill instead would prohibit a recipient of CFAP benefits from being
required to meet the SNAP work requirement. Under the bill, an applicant
who states that they do not have a socia security number would not be
required to present a social security number in order to receive CFAP
benefits.

These provisionswould become operative on the date that the department
notifies the Legislature that SAWS has been updated to perform the
necessary automation to implement the bill. To the extent this bill would
expand dligibility for CFAP, which is administered by the counties, this bill
would impose a state-mandated local program.

Existing federal law, as a condition of digibility for CalFresh, requires
a household member who is not exempt to comply with specified work
requirements, and partially funds specified costs of the CalFresh E&T
program.

This bill would establish the CalFresh E& T Workers Compensation
Fund for the purpose of paying workers compensation claims resulting
from CalFresh recipients’ participation in the CalFresh E& T program. The
bill would continuously appropriate funds deposited under this provision
for this purpose. The hill would provide, in the event of abolition of the
CalFresh E& T program, for the return of any remaining funds to the Food
and Nutrition Service of the United States Department of Agriculture.

Existing law sets forth certain requirements and exemptions for students
in postsecondary education for purposes of CalFresh eligibility.

This bill would, no later than January 1, 2024, require the State
Department of Social Services, in order to assist in monitoring information
about access to CalFresh by students enrolled in an institution of higher
education, as defined, to publish certain data specific to students' receipt
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of CalFresh benefits on the department’ s existing Cal Fresh Data Dashboard.
The bill would require the department to update the dashboard over time as
additional data become available about this population.

Existing law requires the State Department of Social Services to work
with representatives of county human services agencies and the County
Welfare Directors Association of California to update the budgeting
methodol ogy used to determine the annual funding for county administration
of the CalFresh program beginning with the 2022—23 fiscal year.

Thisbill would instead require the department to work with those entities
to update that budgeting methodology beginning with the 2023-24 fiscal
year.
(20) Existing law establishesthe CalFood Program, administered by the
State Department of Socia Services, whose ongoing primary functionisto
facilitate the distribution of food to low-income households. Existing law
creates both the CalFood A ccount and the Public Higher Education Pantry
Assistance Program A ccount in the Emergency Food for FamiliesVoluntary
Tax Contribution Fund, and requires that moneys in these respective
accounts, upon appropriation by the Legislature, be allocated to the
department for all ocation for specified purposes, including alocating moneys
from the Cal Food A ccount to the Cal Food Program for the purchase, storage,
and transportation of food grown or produced in California. Existing law
prohibits the storage and transportation expenditures associated with the
CaFood Program from exceeding 15% of the CalFood Program fund’'s
annual budget.

This bill would eliminate that 15% limit and would instead authorize the
percentage of storage and transportation expenditures compared to the
CalFood Program fund’s annual budget to be increased from their levelsin
the 2021-22 fiscal year after a determination by the department in
consultation with food bank stakeholdersto reflect the true coststo acquire,
store, and distribute foods purchased through the CalFood Program.

Existing federal law establishes the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations (FDPIR), under which United States Department of Agriculture
foods are provided to income-eligible households living on Indian
reservations, and to American Indian householdsresiding in approved areas
near reservations, as an alternative to SNAP benefits.

This bill would establish the Tribal Nutrition Assistance Program, to be
administered by the State Department of Social Services. Subject to an
appropriation, the bill would require the department to award grants, no
later than July 1, 2023, to eligible tribes and tribal organizations to address
food insecurity and inequities between CalFresh benefits and FDPIR. The
bill would require the department to develop grant eligibility standards and
rules regarding  approved  services and  assistance  in
government-to-government consultation with tribes. The bill would exempt
contracts and grants awarded pursuant to the act from specified contracting
provisions and rules. The bill would authorize the department to implement
and administer the act without adopting regulations.
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(21) Existinglaw, the Elder Abuse and Dependent Adult Civil Protection
Act, establishes various procedures for the reporting, investigation, and
prosecution of elder and dependent adult abuse. Existing law requires that
certainindividual s be mandated reporters of €l der and dependent adult abuse.
Existing law requires each county welfare department to establish and
support a system of protective services for elderly and dependent adults
who may be subjected to neglect, abuse, or exploitation, or who are unable
to protect their own interest.

This bill would require the State Department of Social Servicesto select
and award grants to private nonprofit or public entities for the purpose of
establishing a statewide multipurpose adult protective services workforce
development and training program. Under the hill, the purpose of the
program would beto develop and implement statewide coordinated training
and workforce development activities designed specifically to meet the
needs of county adult protective services social workers, as specified, and
to provide training for the above-described mandated reporters.

The bill would authorize the department to enter into agreements with
other public or private entitiesfor the provision of the activities, as specified,
to the extent that funding is appropriated by the Legislature or provided
through other sources. The bill would condition implementation of the
program’s provisions on an appropriation of sufficient funding from state
or federal sources.

(22) Existing law requiresthe State Department of Social Services, subject
to an appropriation for this purposein the annual Budget Act, to administer
the California Guaranteed Income Pilot Program, until July 1, 2026, to
provide grantsto eligible entities, asdefined, for the purpose of administering
pilot programsand projectsthat provide aguaranteed incometo participants,
with priority to Californiaresidents who age out of the extended foster care
program at or after 21 years of age or who are pregnant individuals.

Existing law requires the department to determine the methodology for,
and manner of, distributing grants awarded under the program, ensuring
that grant funds are awarded in an equitable manner to eligible entities in
both rural and urban counties and in proportion to the number of individuals
anticipated to be served by an ligible entity’s pilot program or project.

This bill would authorize the department to establish an appropriate
method, process, and structure for grant management, fiscal accountability,
payments to guaranteed income pilot participants, and technical assistance
and supportsfor grantees that ensure transparency and accountability in the
use of state funds. The bill would authorize the department to contract with
one or more entities for these purposes, as specified. The bill would also
authorize the department to require grantees to use a specified third party
vendor for purposes of administering grantees’ pilots and to meet the
reguirements of the program.

Under existing law, in order to receive grant funds under the program,
an dligible entity is required to, among other things, present a plan for
providing al individuals who receive guaranteed income payments with
sufficient benefits counseling and informational materials to ensure that
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they are aware of any impact the receipt of a guaranteed income payment
from the pilot program or project may have on their igibility for other
public benefit programs.

This bill would authorize the department to contract with a third party
vendor for the purpose of developing a benefits counseling tool or
informational materials for use by grantees to assist in meeting the
above-described requirements.

Existing law authorizes the department to accept and, subject to an
appropriation, expend funds from nongovernmental sources for the review
and evaluation of the pilot programs and projects, as specified.

This bill would authorize the department to accept and, subject to an
appropriation, expend funds from nongovernmental sources for any grant
or contract under the program.

Under existing law, guaranteed income paymentsreceived by anindividua
from a pilot program or project are not considered income or resources for
purposes of determining eligibility for benefits or assistance under any state
or local benefit or assistance program, as specified. The Personal Income
Tax Law imposes atax on individual taxpayers measured by the taxpayer’s
taxableincomefor the taxable year, but, in modified conformity with federal
income tax laws, allows various exclusions from gross income.

Thisbill would, until July 1, 2026, exclude any payments received by an
individual from a guaranteed income pilot program or project, as specified,
from the gross income of recipients for personal income tax purposes.

(23) Existing law, commonly known as the Continuum of Care Reform
(CCR), states the intent of the Legislature to improve California’s child
welfare system and its outcomes by increasing the use of home-based family
care and creating faster paths to permanency resulting in shorter durations
of involvement in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems, among
other things. Existing law, until July 1, 2023, exempts certain contracts or
grants necessary for the department to implement or evaluate CCR from
specified contracting regquirements.

This bill would extend those exemptions until July 1, 2025

(24) The Cadlifornia Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agenciesand school districtsfor certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory
provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that with regard to certain mandates no
reimbursement is required by this act for specified reasons.

With regard to any other mandates, this bill would provide that, if the
Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill contains costs so
mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant
to the statutory provisions noted above.

(25) Thisbill would declarethat it is to take effect immediately as abill
providing for appropriations related to the Budget Bill.

Appropriation: yes.
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The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. TheLegidaturefindsand declaresthat Californiarequires
a consistent, agencywide, person-centered approach, to ensure all of our
health and social services programs are moving together in alignment to
serve Californians before, during, and after adisaster. Thisrequires breaking
down traditional programmatic silos and ensuring that Californiais serving
the whole of the needs of each person, which is critical during a disaster
and during disaster recovery.

SEC. 2. Section 12087.3 is added to the Government Code, to read:

12087.3. (@) Itistheintent of the Legislature that, upon appropriation
inthe Budget Act of 2022, one-time funding for the L ow Income Household
Weater Assistance Program (LIHWAP) shall be used to prioritize and expedite
services that reduce arrearages for low-income households.

(b) The Department of Community Services and Development shall
continue to administer LIHWAP in this state using the funds appropriated
in Items 4700-062-8506 and 4700-162-8506 of the Budget Act of 2022.
The department shall administer this program until appropriated funds are
expended or until June 30, 2026, whichever occurs first. These funds shall
be alocated in accordance with all of the following:

(1) Atleast 75 percent of fundsshall beallocated for financial assistance
to pay water or wastewater bills of eligible households.

(2) Upto 19.6 percent of fundsshall beallocated to support local program
administration, including funding outreach, intake and enrolIment services,
and the issuance of financial assistance to eligible households in the form
of adirect payment or state-issued warrant.

(3) Upto 5.4 percent of funds shall be allocated for state operations and
oversight.

(c) Services under this section shall be available to eligible households
in amanner consistent with the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Public
Law 117-2).

(d) (1) Theone-timeextension of LIHWAP enacted by this section shall
be implemented in accordance with the federally approved 2021 LIHWAP
state plan and program guidelines, with all of the following exceptions:

(A) Program guidelines shall be amended to extend program timelines
and modify benefit issuance requirements to alow for the issuance of
financial assistance payments to eligible households or the eligible
household’'s water and wastewater system provider.

(B) At the department’s discretion, the program guidelines may be
amended to the extent necessary to promote efficient and effective delivery
of servicesto eligible households.

(2) The department shall update program guidelines to reflect changes
to program requirements, and provide public notice and seek public input
on program guideline amendments, using the following process:

(A) The department shall post, no less than 30 days before finalization
of the program guidelines, the draft program guidelines on the department’s
public internet website.
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(B) The department shall hold a public hearing on draft program
guidelines with notice of the hearing published prominently on the
department’s public internet website no lessthan 10 days before the hearing.

(3) Associated provisions of the 2021 LIHWAP state plan may bewaived
in order to support efficient and effective delivery of service to eligible
households and alignment with program guidelines amended pursuant to
this subdivision.

(e) Nonprofit and public agencies shall serve as local service providers
to support local program administration of LIHWAP services funded by
appropriations in the Budget Act of 2022. Local service providers shall be
defined as nonprofit and public agencies designated in accordance with
federal Public Law 97-35, as amended, serving as local service providers
for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) (42 U.S.C.
Sec. 8621 et seq.). The department shall assist local service providers in
maintaining full compliance with this section and with the LIHWAP contract
requirementsand program guidelines. The department may useall available
means to terminate a local service provider’'s designation to administer
LIHEAP funds for failure to administer LIHWAP funds pursuant to this
section and in accordance with LIHWAP contract requirements and program
guidelines.

(f) The department shall work with local service providers to facilitate
the release of supplemental funds to provide outreach, intake, and delivery
of financia assistance for water and wastewater services to eligible
households. To ensure continuity of LIHWAP assistance delivery within a
local service provider service area, the department may, at its discretion,
execute acontract with alocal service provider upon either of thefollowing:

(1) Thelocal service provider’sfull expenditure of itsoriginal LIHWAP
allocation.

(2) The expiration of the original federal LIHWAP program.

(g) Notwithstanding any other law, the department shall afford local
service providersflexibility and control in the planning, administration, and
delivery of LIHWAP services.

SEC. 3. Section 1530.90 is added to the Health and Safety Code,
immediately following Section 1530.9, to read:

1530.90. (a) A community treatment facility, as defined in paragraph
(8) of subdivision (a) of Section 1502 and licensed pursuant to this chapter,
shall meet the requirements of this section.

(b) (1) A community treatment facility shall have national accreditation
from an entity identified by the department pursuant to subdivision (c) of
Section 4094.2 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code.

(2) A community treatment facility applicant shall submit documentation
of accreditation, or application for accreditation, with its application for
licensure.

(3) A community treatment facility shall have up to 24 months from the
date of licensure to obtain accreditation.

(4) A community treatment facility that has not obtained accreditation
shall provide documentation to the department reporting its progress in
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obtaining accreditation at 12 months and at 18 months after the date of
licensure.

(5) This subdivision does not preclude the department from requesting
additional information from the community treatment facility regarding its
accreditation status.

(6) Thedepartment may revoke acommunity treatment facility’slicense
pursuant to Article 5 (commencing with Section 1550) for failure to obtain
accreditation within the timeframes specified in this subdivision.

(©) (1) A community treatment facility shall prepare and maintain a
current, written plan of operation as required by the department.

(2) Theplan of operation shall include aprogram statement that includes,
but is not limited to, all of the following:

(A) A description of how the community treatment facility will meet
standards for a comprehensive trauma-informed treatment model designed
to address the individualized needs of children, consistent with Section
1522.45, that include, but are not limited to, a description of the servicesto
be provided or arranged to meet the short-term and long-term needs and
godls of the child as assessed by the qualified individual, consistent with
the assessment described in subdivision (€) of Section 4094.5 and subdivision
(g) of Section 4096 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, as applicable.

(B) A plan for how the community treatment facility will make licensed
nursing staff available, as set forth in Section 4094 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code and Chapter 12 (commencing with Section 1900) of
Division 1 of Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations.

(C) A description of the community treatment facility’s ability to support
theindividual needs of children and their families, including, but not limited
to, treatment that implements chil d-specific short- and long-term needs and
godls identified by the qualified individual’s assessment of the child as
described in subdivision (€) of Section 4094.5 and subdivision (g) of Section
4096 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, as applicable.

(D) A description of procedures for the development, implementation,
and periodic updating of the needs and services plan for children served by
the community treatment facility and procedures for collaborating with the
child and family team described in paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) of Section
16501 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code, as applicable, that include, but
are not limited to, a description of the services to be provided or arranged
to meet the short- and long-term needs and goals of the child as assessed
by the qualified individual, consistent with the assessment described in
subdivision (€) of Section 4094.5 and subdivision (g) of Section 4096 of
the Welfare and Institutions Code, as applicable, processes to ensure
treatment is consistent with the short- and long-term needs and goals for
the child, including, as specified in the child’'s permanency plan, the
anticipated duration of the treatment, and processesto ensure that consistent
progress is made toward the timeframe and plan for transitioning the child
to alessrestrictive family environment.

(E) (i) A description of how the community treatment facility, in
accordance with the child's case plan and the child and family team
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recommendations, will provide for, arrange for the provision of, or assist
in, al of the following:

(1) Identification of home-based family care settings for achild who does
not have a home-based caregiver identified.

(I1) Development of discharge planning and an individualized
family-based aftercare support plan that identifies necessary supports,
services, and treatment to be provided for at least six months postdischarge
as a child moves from the community treatment facility placement to a
home-based family care setting or to a permanent living situation through
reunification, adoption, or guardianship, or to atransitional housing program.
Thisplan shall be developed, pursuant to Section 4096.6 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, in collaboration with the county placing agency, the child
and family team, and other necessary agenciesor individualsfor at least six
months postdischarge. Federal financial participation under the Medi-Cal
program shall only be available for aftercare servicesif all state and federal
speciaty mental health service requirements are met and the treatment is
medically necessary, regardless of the six months postdi scharge requirement.

(1) Documentation of the process by which the short- and long-term,
child-specific mental health goals identified by a qualified individual, as
defined in Section 16501 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, consistent
with the assessment described in subdivision (€) of Section 4094.5 and
subdivision (g) of Section 4096 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, will
be implemented by the community treatment facility, as applicable.

(ii) Clause (i) shal not be interpreted to supersede the placement and
care responsibility vested in the county child welfare agency or probation
department.

(F) (i) A description of how the community treatment facility will, to
the extent clinically appropriate, consistent with any applicable court orders,
and in accordance with the child’'s best interest, do all of the following:

(I) Facilitate participation of family members in the child’s treatment
program.

(I Facilitate outreach to the family members of the child, including
siblings, document how the outreach is made, including contact information,
and maintain contact information for any known biological family and
nonrelative extended family members of the child.

(1) Document how family memberswill beintegrated into the treatment
processfor the child, including postdischarge, and how sibling connections
are maintained.

(if) Clause (i) shall not be interpreted to supersede the placement and
care responsibility vested in the county child welfare agency or probation
department.

(G) Any other information that may be prescribed by the department for
the proper administration of this section.

(d) The community treatment facility shall maintainin the child’srecord
the written determination and the qualified individual’s assessment of the
child, asapplicable, required to be completed and provided to the community
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treatment facility pursuant to subdivision (€) of Section 4094.5 of theWelfare
and Institutions Code.

(e) (1) Emergency regulationsto implement this section may be adopted
by the Director of Socia Services in accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code). These emergency regulations
shall be developed in consultation with system stakeholders. The initial
adoption of the emergency regulations and one readoption of the initial
regulations shall be deemed to be an emergency and necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, or general
welfare. Initial emergency regulations and the first readoption of those
emergency regulations shall be exempt from review by the Office of
Administrative Law. The emergency regulations authorized by this section
shall be submitted to the Office of Administrative Law for filing with the
Secretary of State and shall remain in effect for no more than 180 days.

(2) The adoption, amendment, repeal, or readoption of a regulation
authorized by this section is deemed to be an emergency and necessary for
theimmediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, or general
welfare for purposes of Sections 11346.1 and 11349.6 of the Government
Code, and the department is hereby exempted from the requirement that it
describe specific facts showing the need for immediate action. A certificate
of compliance for these implementing regulations shall be filed within 24
months following the adoption of the first emergency regulations filed
pursuant to this section. The emergency regulations may be readopted and
remain in effect until approval of the certificate of compliance.

(3) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the department may
implement, interpret, or make specific this section by means of interim
licensing standards until regulations are adopted. These interim licensing
standards shall have the same force and effect as regulations until the
adoption of regulations.

SEC. 4. Division 2.8 (commencing with Section 1890) is added to the
Health and Safety Code, to read:

DIVISION 2.8. OFFICE OF RESPONSE AND RESILIENCE

1890. For the purposes of thisdivision, the following definitions apply:

(@) “Agency” meansthe CaliforniaHealth and Human Services Agency.

(b) “Department” means a department or other subdivision within the
agency.

(c) “Emergency” meansany condition or degree of emergency established
under the California Emergency ServicesAct (Chapter 7 (commencing with
Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2 of the Government Code).

(d) “Office” means the Office of Response and Resilience.

96



— 25— Ch. 50

1891. Commencing July 1, 2022, there is hereby established within the
California Health and Human Services Agency the Office of Response and
Resilience. The office shall provide policy, fiscal, and operational
organization, coordination, and management when departments are preparing
for, mitigating, responding to, or helping communities recover from an
emergency. The office shall be administered by a director who shall be
appointed by the secretary of the agency.

1892. In addition to the general duties set forth in Section 1891, the
office shall have the following responsibilities:

(@) The office shall have the following emergency preparedness and
mitigation duties.

(1) Performathreat and risk assessment for each department, by hazard.

(2) Document each department’s capacity to respond to each hazard.

(3) Develop interdepartmental emergency training, exercises, and
continuity programs.

(b) The office shall have the following emergency response duties:

(1) Provide policy, fiscal, and operationa organization, coordination,
and management related to department emergency response.

(2) Create and document a coordinated, interdepartmental response
framework to lead departments through multiple, s multaneous, and complex
hazards and emergency events.

(3) Maintain and update, as needed, the agency All Hazards Dashboard.
The All Hazards Dashboard shall do both of the following:

(A) ldentify the impacts of emergency and hazardous events on
communities by establishing a single reference point for situationa
awareness and cross-departmental coordination.

(B) Provide key data necessary to support agency response operations
and automate related reporting processes.

(c) The office shall have the following emergency recovery
responsihilities:

(1) Coordinate and manage interdepartmental fiscal and programmatic
emergency recovery after any emergency.

(2) Work, in coordination with the Office of Emergency Services, to
obtain federal resources for departments that may be available as a result
of an emergency.

(d) Theofficeshall provideareport to the Legidature, pursuant to Section
9795 of the Government Code, by August 31, 2024, on the effectiveness of
the office and whether it enhances operations throughout the emergency
management continuum.

1893. For purposes of implementing this division, the agency and the
office may enter into exclusive or nonexclusive contracts, or amend existing
contracts, on abid or negotiated basis. On or before June 30, 2024, contracts
entered into or amended pursuant to this section are exempt from Chapter
6 (commencing with Section 14825) of Part 5.5 of Division 3 of Title 2 of
the Government Code, Section 19130 of the Government Code, Part 2
(commencing with Section 10100) of Division 2 of the Public Contract
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Code, and the State Administrative Manual, and are exempt from thereview
or approval of any division of the Department of General Services.

1894. Implementation of thisdivision iscontingent upon an appropriation
of funds by the L egidlaturein the annual Budget Act for the express purposes
of thisdivision.

SEC. 5. Section 50807 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to
read:

50807. (@) Subject to an appropriation in the annual Budget Act, the
Department of Housing and Community Development shall allocate funding
to county child welfare agenciesto help young adultswho are 18 to 24 years
of age, inclusive, secure and maintain housing, with priority given to young
adults formerly in the state's foster care or probation systems.

(b) The department shall consult with the State Department of Social
Services, the Department of Finance, and the County Welfare Directors
Association of Californiato develop an allocation schedule for purposes of
distributing funds allocated to counties pursuant to subdivision (a).

(c) If achild welfare agency accepts any distribution of money, it shall
report the following data to the Department of Housing and Community
Development on an annual basis:

(1) The number of homeless youth served.

(2) The number of former foster youth served. For purposes of this
paragraph, “former foster youth” means a child or nonminor dependent, as
defined by Section 475 of Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
Sec. 675(8)) and subdivision (v) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, who had been removed by the juvenile court from the
custody of their parent, legal guardian, or Indian custodian pursuant to
Section 361 or 726 of the Welfare and Ingtitutions Code, ordered into a
placement described in paragraphs (2) to (9), inclusive, of subdivision (€)
of Section 361.2 of, or paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) of Section 727 of,
the Welfare and Institutions Code, and for whom juvenile court jurisdiction
was terminated while the youth remained in placement.

(3) The number of homeless youth who exited homelessness into
temporary housing.

(4) The number of homeless youth who exited homelessness into
permanent housing.

(d) Forachild welfare agency that accepts any distribution of money for
the Transitional Housing Program pursuant to this chapter and the Housing
Navigation and Maintenance Program pursuant to Chapter 11.8 (commencing
with Section 50811), the department shall accept one county board resolution
and one allocation acceptance form, and execute one standard agreement,
for both programs.

SEC. 6. Theheading of Chapter 11.8 (commencing with Section 50811)
of Part 2 of Division 31 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read:

CuAPTER 11.8. HOUSING NAVIGATION AND MAINTENANCE PROGRAM
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SEC. 7. Section 50811 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to
read:

50811. (@) Subject to an appropriation in the annual Budget Act to the
Department of Housing and Community Development to continue the
housing navigator program established as a result of the alocation in
Provision (3) of Item 2240-103-0001 of the Budget Act of 2019, which is
hereby renamed the Housing Navigation and Maintenance Program, the
department shall allocate funding to county child welfare agenciesto provide
housing navigators to help young adults who are 18 to 24 years of age,
inclusive, secure and maintain housing. A county that receivesan allocation
pursuant to this subdivision shall give priority to young adults currently or
formerly in the foster care system.

(b) The department shall consult with the State Department of Social
Services, the Department of Finance, and the County Welfare Directors
Association of Californiato develop an allocation schedule for purposes of
distributing funds allocated to counties pursuant to subdivision (a).

(c) The housing navigation and maintenance program for a county that
accepts an allocation of money pursuant to this section shall providetraining
to its child welfare agency social workers and probation officers who serve
nonminor dependents. Thetraining shall address an overview of the housing
resources available through the local coordinated entry system, homeless
continuum of care, and county public agencies, including, but not limited
to, housing navigation, permanent affordable housing, THP-Plus, and
housing choice vouchers. The training shall also address how to accessand
receive a referral to existing housing resources, the social worker’s and
probation officer’srolein identifying unstable housing situations for youth,
and referring youth to housing assistance programs.

(d) If achild welfare agency accepts any distribution of money, it shall
report the following data to the Department of Housing and Community
Development on an annual basis:

(1) The number of homeless youth served.

(2) The number of foster youth served. For purposes of this paragraph,
“foster youth” means achild or nonminor dependent, as defined by Section
475 of Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 675(8)) and
subdivision (v) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code, who
has been removed from the custody of their parent, legal guardian, or Indian
custodian pursuant to Section 361 or 726 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code, and who has been ordered into any placement described in paragraphs
(2) to (9), inclusive, of subdivision (€) of Section 361.2 of, or paragraph (4)
of subdivision (a) of Section 727 of, the Welfare and I nstitutions Code.

(3) The number of former foster youth served. For purposes of this
paragraph, “former foster youth” means a child or nonminor dependent, as
defined by Section 475 of Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
Sec. 675(8)) and subdivision (v) of Section 11400 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, who had been removed by the juvenile court from the
custody of their parent, legal guardian, or Indian custodian pursuant to
Section 361 or 726 of the Welfare and Ingtitutions Code, ordered into a
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placement described in paragraphs (2) to (9), inclusive, of subdivision (€)
of Section 361.2 of, or paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) of Section 727 of,
theWelfare and I nstitutions Code, and for whom juvenile court jurisdiction
was terminated while the youth remained in placement.

(4) The number of homeless youth who exited homelessness into
temporary housing.

(5) The number of homeless youth who exited homelessness into
permanent housing.

(e) For achild welfare agency that accepts any distribution of money for
the Housing Navigation and Maintenance Program pursuant to this chapter
and the Transitional Housing Program pursuant to Chapter 11.7
(commencing with Section 50807), the department shall accept one county
board resolution and one alocation acceptance form, and execute one
standard agreement, for both programs.

SEC. 8. Section 130208 of the Health and Safety Code is repealed.

SEC. 9. Section 130208 isadded to the Health and Safety Code, to read:

130208. (a) TheOfficeof Patient Advocate Trust Fund shall be renamed
to the Health Plan Improvement Trust Fund.

(b) The moneysin the Health Plan Improvement Trust Fund shall, upon
appropriation by the Legidature, be made available for the purposes in
Section 130204.

(c) All moneys in the Health Plan Improvement Trust Fund created
pursuant to former Section 130208, as added by Section 11 of Chapter 696
of the Statutes of 2021, shall be transferred to the renamed Health Plan
Improvement Trust Fund, identified as Fund 3209 in the Department of
Finance's Uniform Codes Manual.

(d) Notwithstanding Section 16305.7 of the Government Code, all interest
earned on moneysthat have been deposited in the Health Plan Improvement
Trust Fund shall be retained in the fund and used for purposes consistent
with Section 130204.

SEC. 10. Section 11166 of the Penal Code is amended to read:

11166. (&) Except as provided in subdivision (d), and in Section
11166.05, a mandated reporter shall make a report to an agency specified
in Section 11165.9 whenever the mandated reporter, in the mandated
reporter’s professional capacity or within the scope of the mandated
reporter’'s employment, has knowledge of or observes a child whom the
mandated reporter knows or reasonably suspects has been the victim of
child abuse or neglect. The mandated reporter shall make an initial report
by telephone to the agency immediately or as soon asis practicably possible,
and shall prepare and send, fax, or electronically transmit awritten followup
report within 36 hours of receiving theinformation concerning theincident.
The mandated reporter may include with the report any nonprivileged
documentary evidence the mandated reporter possesses relating to the
incident.

(1) For purposes of this article, “reasonable suspicion” means that it is
objectively reasonable for a person to entertain a suspicion, based upon
factsthat could cause areasonable person in alike position, drawing, when
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appropriate, on the person’straining and experience, to suspect child abuse
or neglect. “Reasonable suspicion” does not require certainty that child
abuse or neglect has occurred nor doesit require aspecific medical indication
of child abuse or neglect; any “reasonable suspicion” is sufficient. For
purposes of this article, the pregnancy of a minor does not, in and of itself,
congtitute a basis for a reasonable suspicion of sexual abuse.

(2) The agency shall be notified and areport shall be prepared and sent,
faxed, or electronically transmitted even if the child has expired, regardless
of whether or not the possible abuse was a factor contributing to the death,
and even if suspected child abuse was discovered during an autopsy.

(3) A report made by a mandated reporter pursuant to this section shall
be known as a mandated report.

(b) If, after reasonable efforts, a mandated reporter is unable to submit
an initial report by telephone, the mandated reporter shall immediately or
as soon as is practicably possible, by fax or electronic transmission, make
a one-time automated written report on the form prescribed by the
Department of Justice, and shall also be available to respond to atelephone
followup call by the agency with which the mandated reporter filed the
report. A mandated reporter who files a one-time automated written report
because the mandated reporter was unable to submit an initial report by
telephone is not required to submit a written followup report.

(1) The one-time automated written report form prescribed by the
Department of Justice shall be clearly identifiable so that it is not mistaken
for a standard written followup report. In addition, the automated one-time
report shall contain a section that allows the mandated reporter to state the
reason the initial telephone call was not able to be completed. The reason
for the submission of the one-time automated written report in lieu of the
procedure prescribed in subdivision (@) shall be captured in the statewide
child welfare information system. The department shall work with
stakeholders to modify reporting forms and the statewide child welfare
information system as is necessary to accommodate the changes enacted
by these provisions.

(2) Thissubdivision shall not become operative until the statewide child
welfareinformation system is updated to capture the information prescribed
in this subdivision.

(3) This subdivision shall become inoperative three years after this
subdivision becomes operative or on January 1, 2009, whichever occurs
first.

(4) This section does not supersede the requirement that a mandated
reporter first attempt to make a report via telephone, or that agencies
specified in Section 11165.9 accept reports from mandated reporters and
other persons as required.

(c) A mandated reporter who fails to report an incident of known or
reasonably suspected child abuse or neglect as required by this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by up to six months confinement in a
county jail or by afine of one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by both that
imprisonment and fine. If a mandated reporter intentionally conceals the
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mandated reporter’s failure to report an incident known by the mandated
reporter to be abuse or severe neglect under this section, thefailureto report
isacontinuing offense until an agency specified in Section 11165.9 discovers
the offense.

(d) (1) A clergy member who acquires knowledge or a reasonable
suspicion of child abuse or neglect during a penitential communication is
not subject to subdivision (a). For the purposes of this subdivision,
“penitential communication” means a communication, intended to be in
confidence, including, but not limited to, a sacramental confession, made
to a clergy member who, in the course of the discipline or practice of the
clergy member’s church, denomination, or organization, is authorized or
accustomed to hear those communications, and under the discipline, tenets,
customs, or practices of the clergy member’s church, denomination, or
organization, has a duty to keep those communications secret.

(2) Thissubdivision does not modify or limit a clergy member's duty to
report known or suspected child abuse or neglect when the clergy member
is acting in some other capacity that would otherwise make the clergy
member a mandated reporter.

(3) (A) Onor beforeJanuary 1, 2004, aclergy member or any custodian
of records for the clergy member may report to an agency specified in
Section 11165.9 that the clergy member or any custodian of records for the
clergy member, prior to January 1, 1997, in the clergy member’s professional
capacity or within the scope of the clergy member’s employment, other than
during apenitential communication, acquired knowledge or had areasonable
suspicion that achild had been the victim of sexual abuse and that the clergy
member or any custodian of recordsfor the clergy member did not previously
report the abuse to an agency specified in Section 11165.9. The provisions
of Section 11172 shall apply to al reports made pursuant to this paragraph.

(B) This paragraph shall apply even if the victim of the known or
suspected abuse has reached the age of mgjority by the time the required
report is made.

(C) The loca law enforcement agency shall have jurisdiction to
investigate any report of child abuse made pursuant to this paragraph even
if the report is made after the victim has reached the age of majority.

(&) (1) A commercid film, photographic print, or image processor who
has knowledge of or observes, within the scope of that person’s professional
capacity or employment, any film, photograph, videotape, negative, slide,
or any representation of information, data, or an image, including, but not
limited to, any film, filmstrip, photograph, negative, slide, photocopy,
videotape, video laser disc, computer hardware, computer software, computer
floppy disk, data storage medium, CD-ROM, computer-generated equipment,
or computer-generated image depicting achild under 16 years of age engaged
in an act of sexua conduct, shall, immediately or as soon as practicably
possible, telephonically report the instance of suspected abuse to the law
enforcement agency located in the county in which the images are seen.
Within 36 hours of receiving the information concerning the incident, the
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reporter shall prepare and send, fax, or electronically transmit a written
followup report of theincident with a copy of theimage or material attached.

(2) A commercia computer technician who has knowledge of or observes,
within the scope of the technician’s professional capacity or employment,
any representation of information, data, or an image, including, but not
limited to, any computer hardware, computer software, computer file,
computer floppy disk, data storage medium, CD-ROM, computer-generated
equipment, or computer-generated image that is retrievable in perceivable
form and that is intentionally saved, transmitted, or organized on an
electronic medium, depicting a child under 16 years of age engaged in an
act of sexual conduct, shall immediately, or as soon as practicably possible,
telephonically report the instance of suspected abuse to the law enforcement
agency located in the county in which the images or materials are seen. As
soon as practicably possible after receiving the information concerning the
incident, the reporter shall prepare and send, fax, or electronically transmit
a written followup report of the incident with a brief description of the
images or materials.

(3) For purposes of this article, “commercial computer technician’
includes an employee designated by an employer to receive reports pursuant
to an established reporting process authorized by subparagraph (B) of
paragraph (43) of subdivision (a) of Section 11165.7.

(4) Asusedinthissubdivision, “€electronic medium” includes, but is not
limited to, a recording, CD-ROM, magnetic disk memory, magnetic tape
memory, CD, DV D, thumbdrive, or any other computer hardware or media.

(5) As used in this subdivision, “sexual conduct” means any of the
following:

(A) Sexud intercourse, including genital-genital, oral-genital, anal-genital,
or oral-anal, whether between persons of the same or opposite sex or between
humans and animals.

(B) Penetration of the vagina or rectum by any object.

(C) Masturbation for the purpose of sexual stimulation of the viewer.

(D) Sadomasochistic abuse for the purpose of sexual stimulation of the
viewer.

(E) Exhibition of the genitals, pubic, or rectal areas of a person for the
purpose of sexual stimulation of the viewer.

(f) Any mandated reporter who knows or reasonably suspects that the
home or institution in which achild residesis unsuitablefor the child because
of abuse or neglect of the child shall bring the condition to the attention of
the agency to which, and at the same time as, the mandated reporter makes
areport of the abuse or neglect pursuant to subdivision (a).

(9) Any other person who has knowledge of or observes a child whom
the person knows or reasonably suspects has been a victim of child abuse
or neglect may report the known or suspected instance of child abuse or
neglect to an agency specified in Section 11165.9. For purposes of this
section, “any other person” includes a mandated reporter who acts in the
person’s private capacity and not in the person’s professional capacity or
within the scope of the person’s employment.
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(h) When two or more persons, who are required to report, jointly have
knowledge of aknown or suspected instance of child abuse or neglect, and
when there is agreement among them, the telephone report may be made
by a member of the team selected by mutual agreement and a single report
may be made and signed by the sel ected member of the reporting team. Any
member who has knowledge that the member designated to report hasfailed
to do so shall thereafter make the report.

(i) (1) The reporting duties under this section are individual, and no
supervisor or administrator may impede or inhibit the reporting duties, and
no person making a report shall be subject to any sanction for making the
report. However, internal procedures to facilitate reporting and apprise
supervisors and administrators of reports may be established provided that
they are not inconsistent with this article. Aninternal policy shall not direct
an employeeto allow the employee’s supervisor to file or processamandated
report under any circumstances.

(2) Theinternal procedures shall not require any employee required to
make reports pursuant to this article to disclose the employee's identity to
the employer.

(3) Reporting the information regarding a case of possible child abuse
or neglect to an employer, supervisor, school principal, school counselor,
coworker, or other person shall not be a substitute for making a mandated
report to an agency specified in Section 11165.9.

(i) (1) A county probation or welfare department shall immediately, or
as soon as practicably possible, report by telephone, fax, or electronic
transmission to the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the
case, to the agency given the responsibility for investigation of cases under
Section 300 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and to the district
attorney’s office every known or suspected instance of child abuse or neglect,
as defined in Section 11165.6, except acts or omissions coming within
subdivision (b) of Section 11165.2, or reports made pursuant to Section
11165.13 based on risk to a child that relates solely to the inability of the
parent to provide the child with regular care due to the parent’s substance
abuse, which shall be reported only to the county welfare or probation
department. A county probation or welfare department also shall send, fax,
or electronically transmit awritten report thereof within 36 hours of receiving
the information concerning the incident to any agency to which it makes a
telephone report under this subdivision.

(2) A county probation or welfare department shall immediately, and in
no case in more than 24 hours, report to the law enforcement agency having
jurisdiction over the case after receiving information that a child or youth
who is receiving child welfare services has been identified as the victim of
commercial sexual exploitation, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section
11165.1.

(3) When a child or youth who is receiving child welfare services and
who is reasonably believed to be the victim of, or is at risk of being the
victim of, commercial sexual exploitation, as defined in Section 11165.1,
ismissing or has been abducted, the county probation or welfare department
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shall immediately, or in no case later than 24 hours from receipt of the
information, report theincident to the appropriate law enforcement authority
for entry into the National Crime Information Center database of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and to the National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children.

(k) A law enforcement agency shall immediately, or as soon as practicably
possible, report by telephone, fax, or electronic transmission to the agency
given responsibility for investigation of cases under Section 300 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code and to the district attorney’s office every
known or suspected instance of child abuse or neglect reported to it, except
acts or omissions coming within subdivision (b) of Section 11165.2, which
shall be reported only to the county welfare or probation department. A law
enforcement agency shall report to the county welfare or probation
department every known or suspected instance of child abuse or neglect
reported to it that is alleged to have occurred as a result of the action of a
person responsible for the child's welfare, or as the result of the failure of
aperson responsible for the child’s welfare to adequately protect the minor
from abuse when the person responsible for the child’s welfare knew or
reasonably should have known that the minor was in danger of abuse. A
law enforcement agency also shall send, fax, or electronically transmit a
written report thereof within 36 hours of receiving the information
concerning the incident to any agency to which it makes atelephone report
under this subdivision.

SEC. 11. Section 11174.34 of the Penal Code is amended to read:

11174.34. (a) (1) Thepurposeof thissection shall beto coordinateand
integrate state and local efforts to address fatal child abuse or neglect, and
to create abody of information to prevent child deaths.

(2) Itistheintent of the Legidaturethat the California State Child Death
Review Council, the Department of Justice, the State Department of Social
Services, the State Department of Health Services, and state and local child
death review teams shall share data and other information necessary from
the Department of Justice Child Abuse Central Index and Supplemental
Homicide File, the State Department of Health ServicesVita Statistics and
the Department of Socia Services statewide child welfare information
system files to establish accurate information on the nature and extent of
child abuse- or neglect-related fatalities in California as those documents
relate to child fatality cases. Further, it is the intent of the Legislature to
ensure that records of child abuse- or neglect-related fatalities are entered
into the State Department of Social Services, statewide child welfare
information system. It isalso theintent that training and technical assistance
be provided to child death review teams and professionals in the child
protection system regarding multiagency case review.

(b) (1) It shall be the duty of the California State Child Death Review
Council to oversee the statewide coordination and integration of state and
local efforts to address fatal child abuse or neglect and to create a body of
information to prevent child deaths. The Department of Justice, the State
Department of Social Services, the State Department of Health Care Services,
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the California Coroner's Association, the County Welfare Directors
Association, Prevent Child Abuse Cdlifornia, the California Homicide
Investigators Association, the Office of Emergency Services, the
Inter-Agency Council on Child Abuse and Neglect/National Center on Child
Fatality Review, the California Conference of Local Health Officers, the
CadliforniaConference of Local Directorsof Maternal, Child, and Adolescent
Health, the California Conference of Local Health Department Nursing
Directors, the California District Attorneys Association, and at least three
regional representatives, chosen by the other members of the council,
working collaboratively for the purposes of this section, shall be known as
the California State Child Death Review Council. The council shall select
achairperson or cochairpersons from the members.

(2) The Department of Justice is hereby authorized to carry out the
purposes of this section by coordinating council activities and working
collaboratively with the agencies and organizations in paragraph (1), and
may consult with other representatives of other agencies and private
organizations, to help accomplish the purpose of this section.

(c) Meetingsof the agenciesand organizationsinvol ved shall be convened
by a representative of the Department of Justice. All meetings convened
between the Department of Justice and any organizations required to carry
out the purpose of this section shall take place in this state. There shall be
aminimum of four meetings per calendar year.

(d) To accomplish the purpose of this section, the Department of Justice
and agencies and organizations involved shall engage in the following
activities:

(1) Analyzeandinterpret state and local dataon child death in an annual
report to be submitted to local child death review teams with copies to the
Governor and the Legislature, no later than July 1 each year. Copies of the
report shall also be distributed to public officialsin the state who deal with
child abuse issues and to those agencies responsible for child death
investigation in each county. The report shall contain, but not be limited to,
information provided by state agencies and the county child death review
teams for the preceding year.

The state data shall include the Department of Justice Child Abuse Central
Index and Supplemental Homicide File, the State Department of Health
Services Vital Statistics, and the State Department of Social Services
statewide child welfare information system.

(2) In conjunction with the Office of Emergency Services, coordinate
statewide and local training for county death review teamsand the members
of the teams, including, but not limited to, training in the application of the
interagency child death investigation protocols and procedures established
under Sections11166.7 and 11166.8 to identify child deaths associated with
abuse or neglect.

(e) The State Department of Public Health, in collaboration with the
Cdlifornia State Child Death Review Council, shall design, test and
implement a statewide child abuse or neglect fatality tracking system
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incorporating information collected by local child death review teams. The
department shall:

(1) Establish a minimum case selection criteriaand review protocols of
local child death review teams.

(2) Develop a standard child death review form with a minimum core
set of dataelementsto be used by local child death review teams, and collect
and analyze that data.

(3) Establish procedural safeguards in order to maintain appropriate
confidentiality and integrity of the data.

(4) Conduct annual reviews to reconcile data reported to the State
Department of Health Services Vita Statistics, Department of Justice
Homicide Files and Child Abuse Central Index, and the State Department
of Social Services statewide child welfareinformation system data systems,
with data provided from local child death review teams.

(5) Provide technical assistance to local child death review teams in
implementing and maintaining the tracking system.

(6) This subdivision shall become operative on July 1, 2000, and shall
be implemented only to the extent that funds are appropriated for its purposes
in the Budget Act.

(f) Local child death review teams shall participate in a statewide child
abuse or neglect fatalities monitoring system by:

(1) Meeting the minimum standard protocols set forth by the State
Department of Public Healthin collaboration with the California State Child
Death Review Council .

(2) Using the standard data form to submit information on child abuse
or neglect fatalitiesin atimely manner established by the State Department
of Public Health.

(g) The Cdifornia State Child Death Review Council shall monitor the
implementation of the monitoring system and incorporate the results and
findings of the system and review into an annual report.

(h) The Department of Justice shall direct the creation, maintenance,
updating, and distribution electronically and by paper, of a statewide child
death review team directory, which shall contain the names of the members
of the agencies and private organizations participating under this section,
and the members of local child death review teams and local liaisons to
those teams. The department shall work in collaboration with members of
the California State Child Death Review Council to develop a directory of
professional experts, resources, and information from relevant agenciesand
organizations and local child death review teams, and to facilitate regional
working relationships among teams. The Department of Justice shall
maintain and update these directories annually.

(i) Theagenciesor private organizations participating under this section
shall participate without reimbursement from the state. Costs incurred by
participants for travel or per diem shall be borne by the participant agency
or organization. The participants shall be responsible for collecting and
compiling information to be included in the annual report. The Department
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of Justice shall beresponsiblefor printing and distributing the annual report
using available funds and existing resources.

(i) The Office of Emergency Services, in coordination with the State
Department of Socia Services, the Department of Justice, and the Cdifornia
State Child Death Review Council shall contract with state or nationally
recognized organizations in the area of child death review to conduct
statewidetraining and technical assistancefor local child death review teams
and relevant organizations, develop standardized definitions for fatal child
abuse or neglect, develop protocolsfor the investigation of fatal child abuse
or neglect, and address relevant issues such as grief and mourning, data
collection, training for medical personnel in theidentification of child abuse
or neglect fatalities, domestic violence fatality review, and other related
topics and programs. The provisions of this subdivision shal only be
implemented to the extent that the agency can absorb the costs of
implementation within its current funding, or to the extent that funds are
appropriated for its purposes in the Budget Act.

(k) Law enforcement and child welfare agencies shall cross-report all
cases of child death suspected to berelated to child abuse or neglect whether
or not the deceased child has any known surviving siblings.

(1) County child welfare agencies shall create a record in the statewide
child welfare information system on all cases of child death suspected to
be related to child abuse or neglect, whether or not the deceased child has
any known surviving siblings. Upon notification that the death was
determined not to be related to child abuse or neglect, the child welfare
agency shall enter that information into the statewide child welfare
information system.

SEC. 12. Section 17131.12 is added to the Revenue and Taxation Code,
to read:

17131.12. (a) Gross income does not include any payments received
by an individua from a guaranteed income pilot program or project that
receives a grant pursuant to Section 18997 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code.

(b) This section shall become inoperative on July 1, 2026, and, as of
January 1, 2027, is repealed.

SEC. 13. Section 17131.19 is added to the Revenue and Taxation Code,
to read:

17131.19. (a) For taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2022,
and before January 1, 2027, gross income does not include financia
assistance received by an individual taxpayer pursuant to the 2022 California
Low Income Household Water Assistance Program (Cal-LIHWAP) as
described in Section 12087.3 of the Government Code.

(b) Thissection shall remainin effect only until December 1, 2027, and
as of that dateis repealed.

SEC. 14. Section 319 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is amended
to read:

319. () Attheinitia petition hearing, the court shall examinethe child’s
parents, guardians, Indian custodian, or other persons having relevant
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knowledge and hear the relevant evidence as the child, the child's parents
or guardians, the child's Indian custodian, the petitioner, the Indian child’s
tribe, or their counsel desiresto present. The court may examine the child,
as provided in Section 350.

(b) The socia worker shall report to the court on the reasons why the
child has been removed from the parent’s, guardian’s, or Indian custodian’s
physical custody, the need, if any, for continued detention, the available
services and the referral methods to those services that could facilitate the
return of the child to the custody of the child’s parents, guardians, or Indian
custodian, and whether there are any relatives who are able and willing to
taketemporary physical custody of the child. If it isknown or thereisreason
to know the child is an Indian child, the report shall also include all of the
following:

(1) A statement of the risk of imminent physical damage or harm to the
Indian child and any evidence that the emergency removal or placement
continuesto be necessary to prevent the imminent physical damage or harm
to the child.

(2) The steps taken to provide notice to the child's parents, custodians,
and tribe about the hearing pursuant to this section.

(3) If the child’s parents and Indian custodians are unknown, a detailed
explanation of what efforts have been made to locate and contact them,
including contact with the appropriate Bureau of Indian Affairs regional
director.

(4) The residence and the domicile of the Indian child.

(5) If either the residence or the domicile of the Indian child is believed
to be on areservation or in an Alaska Native village, the name of the tribe
affiliated with that reservation or village.

(6) The tribal affiliation of the child and of the parents or Indian
custodians.

(7) A specific and detailed account of the circumstances that caused the
Indian child to be taken into temporary custody.

(8) If the child is believed to reside or be domiciled on areservation in
which the tribe exercises exclusive jurisdiction over child custody matters,
astatement of effortsthat have been made and that are being made to contact
the tribe and transfer the child to the tribe's jurisdiction.

(9) A statement of the efforts that have been taken to assist the parents
or Indian custodians so the Indian child may safely be returned to their
custody.

(c) The court shall order the release of the child from custody unless a
prima facie showing has been made that the child comes within Section
300, the court finds that continuance in the parent’s or guardian’s home is
contrary to the child’ swelfare, and any of the following circumstances exist:

(1) Thereisasubstantial danger to the physical health of the child or the
child is suffering severe emotional damage, and there are no reasonable
means by which the child’s physical or emotional health may be protected
without removing the child from the parent’s or guardian’s physical custody.
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(2) Thereissubstantial evidence that a parent, guardian, or custodian of
the child islikely to flee the jurisdiction of the court, and, in the case of an
Indian child, fleeing thejurisdiction will place the child at risk of imminent
physical damage or harm.

(3) The child has left a placement in which the child was placed by the
juvenile court.

(4) The child indicates an unwillingnessto return home, if the child has
been physically or sexually abused by a person residing in the home.

(d) If the court knows or there is reason to know the child is an Indian
child, the court may only detain the Indian child if it also findsthat detention
is necessary to prevent imminent physical damage or harm. The court shall
state on the record the facts supporting this finding.

(e) (1) If the hearing pursuant to this section is continued pursuant to
Section 322 or for any other reason, the court shall find that the continuance
of the child in the parent’s or guardian’s home is contrary to the child's
welfare at the initial petition hearing or order the release of the child from
custody.

(2) If the court knows or has reason to know the child isan Indian child,
the hearing pursuant to this section may not be continued beyond 30 days
unless the court finds al of the following:

(A) Restoring the child to the parent, parents, or Indian custodian would
subject the child to imminent physical damage or harm.

(B) The court is unable to transfer the proceeding to the jurisdiction of
the appropriate Indian tribe.

(C) Itis not possible to initiate an Indian child custody proceeding as
defined in Section 224.1.

(f) (1) The court shall also make a determination on the record,
referencing the social worker’s report or other evidence relied upon, as to
whether reasonable efforts were made to prevent or eliminate the need for
removal of the child from their home, pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section
306, and whether there are available services that would prevent the need
for further detention. Servicesto be considered for purposes of making this
determination are case management, counseling, emergency shelter care,
emergency in-home caretakers, out-of-home respite care, teaching and
demonstrating homemakers, parenting trai ning, transportation, and any other
child welfare services authorized by the State Department of Socia Services
pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 16500) of Part 4 of
Division 9. The court shall aso review whether the social worker has
considered whether a referral to public assistance services pursuant to
Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 11200) and Chapter 7 (commencing
with Section 14000) of Part 3 of, Chapter 1 (commencing with Section
17000) of Part 5 of, and Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 18900) of
Part 6 of, Division 9 would have eliminated the need to take temporary
custody of the child or would prevent the need for further detention.

(2) If the court knows or has reason to know the child isan Indian child,
the court shall also determine whether the county welfare department made
active efforts to provide remedial services and rehabilitation programs
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designed to prevent the breakup of the Indian family. The court shall order
the county welfare department to initiate or continue services or programs
pending disposition pursuant to Section 358.

(3) If the child can be returned to the custody of their parent, guardian,
or Indian custodian through the provision of those services, the court shall
place the child with their parent, guardian, or Indian custodian and order
that the services shall be provided. If the child cannot be returned to the
physical custody of their parent or guardian, the court shall determine if
thereisarelative who is able and willing to care for the child, and has been
assessed pursuant to Section 361.4.

(4) In order to preserve the bond between the child and the parent and
to facilitate family reunification, the court shall consider whether the child
can be returned to the custody of their parent who is enrolled in a certified
substance abuse treatment facility that allows a dependent child to reside
with their parent. The fact that the parent is enrolled in a certified substance
abuse treatment facility that allows a dependent child to reside with their
parent shall not be, for that reason alone, primafacie evidence of substantial
danger. The court shall specify the factual basis for its conclusion that the
return of the child to the custody of their parent would pose a substantial
danger or would not pose asubstantial danger to the physical health, safety,
protection, or physical or emotional well-being of the child.

(g) If acourt orders a child detained, the court shall state the facts on
which the decision is based, specify why theinitial removal was necessary,
reference the social worker’s report or other evidence relied upon to make
its determination whether continuance in the home of the parent or legal
guardian is contrary to the child’s welfare, order temporary placement and
care of the child to be vested with the county child welfare department
pending the hearing held pursuant to Section 355 or further order of the
court, and order services to be provided as soon as possible to reunify the
child and their family, if appropriate.

(h) (1) (A) If thechildisnot released from custody, the court may order
the temporary placement of the child in any of the following for a period
not to exceed 15 judicial days:

(i) The home of a relative, an extended family member, as defined in
Section 224.1 and Section 1903 of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act of
1978 (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1901 et seq.), or anonrel ative extended family member,
asdefined in Section 362.7, that has been assessed pursuant to Section 361.4.

(ii) The approved home of a resource family, as defined in Section
16519.5, or ahome licensed or approved by the Indian child's tribe.

(iii) An emergency shelter or other suitable licensed place.

(iv) A place exempt from licensure designated by the juvenile court.

(B) A youth homelessness prevention center licensed by the State
Department of Social Services pursuant to Section 1502.35 of the Health
and Safety Code shall not be a placement option pursuant to this section.

(C) If the court knows or has reason to know that the child is an Indian
child, the Indian child shall be detained in a home that complies with the
placement preferences set forth in Section 361.31 and in the federal Indian
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Child Welfare Act of 1978 (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1901 et seq.), unless the court
finds good cause exists pursuant to Section 361.31 not to follow the
placement preferences. If the court finds good cause not to follow the
placement preferences for detention, this finding does not affect the
requirement that adiligent search be made for asubsequent placement within
the placement preferences.

(2) Relatives shall be given preferential consideration for placement of
the child. As used in this section, “relative’” means an adult who is related
to the child by blood, adoption, or affinity within the fifth degree of kinship,
including stepparents, stepsiblings, and all relatives whose statusis preceded
by thewords*“great,” “ great-great,” or “grand,” or the spouse of any of these
persons, even if the marriage was terminated by death or dissolution.

(3) When placing inthe home of arelative, an extended family member,
as defined in Section 224.1 and Section 1903 of the federal Indian Child
Welfare Act of 1978, or nonrelative extended family member, the court
shall consider the recommendations of the social worker based on the
assessment pursuant to Section 361.4 of the home of the relative, extended
family member, or nonrelative extended family member, including the
results of acriminal records check and prior child abuse alegations, if any,
before ordering that the child be placed with a relative or nonrelative
extended family member. The court may authorize the placement of achild
on temporary basisin the home of arelative, regardless of the status of any
criminal record exemption or resource family approval, if the court finds
that the placement does not pose arisk to the health and safety of the child.
The court shall order the parent to disclose to the social worker the names,
residences, and any known identifying information of any maternal or
paterna relatives of the child. The social worker shall initiate the assessment
pursuant to Section 361.3 of any relative to be considered for continuing
placement.

(i) Inthe case of an Indian child, any order detaining the child pursuant
to this section shall be considered an emergency removal within the meaning
of Section 1922 of the federa Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978. The
emergency proceeding shall terminate if the child isreturned to the custody
of the parent, parents, or Indian custodian, the child has been transferred to
the custody and jurisdiction of the child's tribe, or the agency or another
party to the proceeding recommends that the child be removed from the
physical custody of their parent or parents or Indian custodian pursuant to
Section 361 or 361.2.

(1) (1) Attheinitial hearing upon the petition filed in accordance with
subdivision (c) of Rule 5.520 of the California Rules of Court or anytime
thereafter up until the time that the minor is adjudged a dependent child of
the court or a finding is made dismissing the petition, the court may
temporarily limit the right of the parent or guardian to make educational or
developmental services decisions for the child and temporarily appoint a
responsible adult to make educational or developmental services decisions
for the child if al of the following conditions are found:
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(A) Theparent or guardianisunavailable, unable, or unwilling to exercise
educational or developmental services rights for the child.

(B) The county placing agency has made diligent efforts to locate and
secure the participation of the parent or guardian in educational or
developmental services decisionmaking.

(C) Thechild'seducational and developmental services needs cannot be
met without the temporary appointment of a responsible adult.

(2) If the court limits the parent’s educational rights under this
subdivision, the court shall determine whether there is a responsible adult
who isarelative, nonrelative extended family member, or other adult known
to the child and who is available and willing to serve as the child’s
educational representative before appointing an educational representative
or surrogate who is not known to the child.

(3) If the court cannot identify a responsible adult to make educational
decisionsfor the child and the appointment of asurrogate parent, as defined
insubdivision (a) of Section 56050 of the Education Code, is not warranted,
the court may, with the input of any interested person, make educational
decisions for the child. If the child is receiving services from a regiona
center, the provision of any developmental services related to the court’s
decision shall be consistent with the child’s individual program plan and
pursuant to the L anterman Developmental Disabilities ServicesAct (Division
4.5 (commencing with Section 4500)). If the court cannot identify a
responsible adult to make developmental services decisions for the child,
the court may, with the input of any interested person, make developmental
services decisions for the child. If the court makes educational or
developmental services decisions for the child, the court shall also issue
appropriate ordersto ensure that every effort ismadetoidentify aresponsible
adult to make future educational or developmental services decisions for
the child.

(4) A temporary appointment of a responsible adult and temporary
limitation on the right of the parent or guardian to make educational or
developmental servicesdecisionsfor the child shall be specifically addressed
in the court order. An order made under this section shall expire at the
conclusion of the hearing held pursuant to Section 361 or upon dismissal
of the petition. Upon the entering of disposition orders, additional needed
limitation on the parent’s or guardian’s educational or developmental services
rights shall be addressed pursuant to Section 361.

(5) This section does not remove the obligation to appoint surrogate
parentsfor studentswith disabilitieswho are without parental representation
in specia education procedures, as required by state and federal law,
including Section 1415(b)(2) of Title 20 of the United States Code, Section
56050 of the Education Code, Section 7579.5 of the Government Code, and
Rule 5.650 of the California Rules of Court.

(6) If the court appointsadevel opmental services decisionmaker pursuant
to this section, the developmental services decisionmaker shall have the
authority to access the child’s information and records pursuant to
subdivision (u) of Section 4514 and paragraph (23) of subdivision (a) of
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Section 5328, and to act on the child’'s behalf for the purposes of the
individual program plan process pursuant to Sections 4646, 4646.5, and
4648 and the fair hearing process pursuant to Chapter 7 (commencing with
Section 4700) of Division 4.5, and as set forth in the court order.

(k) For aplacement made on or after October 1, 2021, each temporary
placement of the child pursuant to subdivision (h) in ashort-term residential
therapeutic program shall comply with the requirements of Section 4096
and be reviewed by the court pursuant to Section 361.22.

(I) For a placement made on or after July 1, 2022, each temporary
placement of the child pursuant to subdivision (h) in acommunity treatment
facility shall comply with the requirements of Section 4096 and be reviewed
by the court pursuant to Section 361.22.

SEC. 15. Section 319.3 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Codeis amended
to read:

319.3. (a) Notwithstanding Section 319, a child who is the subject of a
petition under Section 300 and who is 6 to 12 years of age, inclusive, may
be placed in acommunity carefacility licensed asagroup homefor children,
ashort-term residential therapeutic program, acommunity treatment facility,
or a temporary shelter care facility, as defined in Section 1530.8 of the
Health and Safety Code, only when the court finds that placement is
necessary to secure acomplete and adequate eval uation, including placement
planning and transition time. The placement period in a group home for
children, a short-term residential therapeutic program, or a community
treatment facility shall not exceed 60 days unless a case plan has been
developed and the need for additional time is documented in the case plan
and has been approved by a deputy director or director of the county child
welfare department or an assistant chief probation officer or chief probation
officer of the county probation department. The placement period in a
temporary shelter care facility shall not exceed 10 days.

(b) For aplacement made on or after October 1, 2021, each placement
of achild in a short-term residential therapeutic program pursuant to this
section shall comply with the requirements of Section 4096 and be reviewed
by the court pursuant to Section 361.22.

(c) For aplacement made on or after July 1, 2022, each placement of a
child inacommunity treatment facility pursuant to this section shall comply
with the requirements of Section 4096 and be reviewed by the court pursuant
to Section 361.22.

SEC. 16. Section 358.1 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

358.1. Each social study or evaluation made by a social worker or child
advocate appointed by the court, required to be received in evidence pursuant
to Section 358, shall include, but not be limited to, a factual discussion of
each of the following subjects:

(@) Whether the county welfare department or socia worker has
considered either of the following:

(1) Child protective services, as defined in Chapter 5 (commencing with
Section 16500) of Part 4 of Division 9, asapossible solution to the problems
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at hand, and has offered these services to qualified parents if appropriate
under the circumstances.

(2) Whether the child can be returned to the custody of the child’s parent
who is enrolled in a certified substance abuse treatment facility that allows
a dependent child to reside with the child’s parent.

(b) What plan, if any, for return of the child to the child’'s parents and
for achieving legal permanence for the child if efforts to reunify fail, is
recommended to the court by the county welfare department or probation
officer.

(c) Whether the best interest of the child will be served by granting
reasonable visitation rights with the child to the child's grandparents, in
order to maintain and strengthen the child’'s family relationships.

(d) (1) Whether the child hassiblings under the court’s jurisdiction, and,
if any siblings exist, all of the following:

(A) The nature of the relationship between the child and the child's
siblings.

(B) The appropriateness of developing or maintaining the sibling
relationships pursuant to Section 16002.

(C) If the siblings are not placed together in the same home, why the
siblings are not placed together and what efforts are being made to place
the siblings together, or why those efforts are not appropriate.

(D) If the siblings are not placed together, al of the following:

(i) The frequency and nature of the visits between the siblings.

(ii) If there are visits between the siblings, whether the visits are
supervised or unsupervised. If the visits are supervised, a discussion of the
reasons why the visits are supervised, and what needs to be accomplished
in order for the visits to be unsupervised.

(iii) If there are visits between the siblings, a description of the location
and length of the visits.

(iv) Any plan to increase visitation between the siblings.

(E) Theimpact of the sibling relationships on the child’s placement and
planning for legal permanence.

(2) Thefactual discussion shall include a discussion of indicators of the
nature of the child's sibling relationships, including, but not limited to,
whether the siblings were raised together in the same home, whether the
siblings have shared significant common experiences or have existing close
and strong bonds, whether either sibling expresses a desire to visit or live
with another sibling, as applicable, and whether ongoing contact is in the
child’'s best emotional interest.

(e) If theparent or guardianisunwilling or unableto participatein making
an educational decision for their child, or if other circumstances exist that
compromise the ability of the parent or guardian to make educationa
decisionsfor the child, the county welfare department or social worker shall
consider whether the right of the parent or guardian to make educational
decisions for the child should be limited. If the study or evaluation makes
that recommendation, it shall identify whether there is a responsible adult
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available to make educational decisions for the child pursuant to Section
361.

(f) Whether the child appears to be a person who is eligible to be
considered for further court action to free the child from parental custody
and control.

(g) Whether the parent has been advised of the child’s option to participate
in adoption planning, including the option to enter into a postadoption
contact agreement as described in Section 8616.5 of the Family Code, and
to voluntarily relinquish the child for adoption if an adoption agency is
willing to accept the relinguishment.

(h) The appropriateness of any relative placement pursuant to Section
361.3. However, this consideration may not be cause for continuance of the
dispositional hearing.

(i) Whether the caregiver desires, and is willing, to provide legal
permanency for the child if reunification is unsuccessful.

(i) For an Indian child, in consultation with the Indian child's tribe,
whether tribal customary adoption is an appropriate permanent plan for the
child if reunification is unsuccessful.

(k) Onand after the date that the director executes adecl aration pursuant
to Section 11217, whether the child has been placed in an approved relative’s
home under a voluntary placement agreement for a period not to exceed
180 days, the parent or guardian is not interested in additional family
maintenance or family reunification services, and the relative desires and
iswilling to be appointed the child’'s legal guardian.

(1) For a placement made on or after October 1, 2021, if the child has
been placed in ashort-term residential therapeutic program, the social study
shall include the information specified in subdivision (c) of Section 361.22.

(m) For aplacement made on or after July 1, 2022, if the child has been
placed in a community treatment facility, the social study shall include the
information specified in subdivision (c) of Section 361.22.

SEC. 17. Section 361.2 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Codeis amended
to read:

361.2. (a) If acourt ordersremoval of achild pursuant to Section 361,
the court shall first determine whether there is a parent of the child, with
whom the child was not residing at the time that the events or conditions
arosethat brought the child within the provisions of Section 300, who desires
to assume custody of the child. If that parent requests custody, the court
shall place the child with the parent unless it finds that placement with that
parent would be detrimental to the safety, protection, or physical or emotional
well-being of the child. The fact that the parent is enrolled in a certified
substance abuse treatment facility that allows a dependent child to reside
with their parent shall not be, for that reason alone, prima facie evidence
that placement with that parent would be detrimental.

(b) If the court placesthe child with that parent, the court may do any of
the following:

(1) Order that the parent become legal and physical custodian of the
child. The court may also provide reasonable visitation by the noncustodial
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parent. The court shall then terminate its jurisdiction over the child. The
custody order shall continue unless modified by a subsequent order of the
superior court. The order of the juvenile court shall befiled in any domestic
relation proceeding between the parents.

(2) Order that the parent assume custody subject to the jurisdiction of
the juvenile court and require that a home visit be conducted within three
months. In determining whether to take the action described in this
paragraph, the court shall consider any concerns that have been raised by
the child’s current caregiver regarding the parent. After the social worker
conducts the home visit and files their report with the court, the court may
then take the action described in paragraph (1), (3), or this paragraph.
However, this paragraph does not imply that the court is required to take
the action described in this paragraph as a prerequisite to the court taking
the action described in either paragraph (1) or (3).

(3) Order that the parent assume custody subject to the supervision of
thejuvenile court. In that case the court may order that reunification services
be provided to the parent or guardian from whom the child isbeing removed,
or the court may order that services be provided solely to the parent who is
assuming physical custody in order to allow that parent to retain later custody
without court supervision, or that services be provided to both parents, in
which case the court shall determine, at review hearings held pursuant to
Section 366, which parent, if either, shall have custody of the child.

(c) The court shall make afinding, either in writing or on the record, of
the basis for its determination under subdivisions (a) and (b).

(d) Part 6 (commencing with Section 7950) of Division 12 of the Family
Code shall apply to the placement of achild pursuant to paragraphs (1) and
(2) of subdivision (€).

(e) If the court orders removal pursuant to Section 361, the court shall
order the care, custody, control, and conduct of the child to be under the
supervision of the social worker who may place the child in any of the
following:

(1) The home of a noncustodial parent, as described in subdivision (a),
regardless of the parent’simmigration status.

(2) The approved home of arelative, or the home of arelative who has
been assessed pursuant to Section 361.4 and is pending approval pursuant
to Section 16519.5, regardless of the relative’s immigration status.

(3) The approved home of a nonrelative extended family member, as
defined in Section 362.7, or the home of a nonrelative extended family
member who has been assessed pursuant to Section 361.4 and is pending
approval pursuant to Section 16519.5.

(4) The approved home of a resource family, as defined in Section
16519.5, or a home that is pending approva pursuant to paragraph (1) of
subdivision (e) of Section 16519.5.

(5) A foster home considering first afoster home in which the child has
been placed before an interruption in foster care, if that placement isin the
best interest of the child and space is available.
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(6) If itis known or there is reason to know that the child is an Indian
child, as defined by Section 224.1, a home or facility in accordance with
the placement preferences contained in Section 361.31 and thefederal Indian
Child Welfare Act (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1901 et seq.).

(7) A suitable licensed community care facility, except a youth
homel essness prevention center licensed by the State Department of Social
Services pursuant to Section 1502.35 of the Health and Safety Code.

(8) With afoster family agency, as defined in subdivision (g) of Section
11400 and paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) of Section 1502 of the Health
and Safety Code, to be placed in asuitable family home certified or approved
by the agency, with prior approval of the county placing agency.

(9) A community care facility licensed as a group home for children
vendored by aregional center pursuant to Section 56004 of Title 17 of the
Cdlifornia Code of Regulations or a short-term residential therapeutic
program, as defined in subdivision (ad) of Section 11400 of this code and
paragraph (18) of subdivision (a) of Section 1502 of the Health and Safety
Code. A child of any agewho is placed in acommunity carefacility licensed
as agroup home for children vendored by aregional center or a short-term
residential therapeutic program shall have a case plan that indicates that
placement isfor purposes of providing short-term, specialized, and intensive
treatment for the child, the case plan specifies the need for, nature of, and
anticipated duration of this treatment, pursuant to paragraph (2) of
subdivision (d) of Section 16501.1, and the case plan includestransitioning
the child to a less restrictive environment and the projected timeline by
which the child will be transitioned to a less restrictive environment. Any
placement longer than six months shall be documented consistent with
paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 16501.1 and, unless subparagraph
(A) or (B) appliesto the child, shall be approved by the deputy director or
director of the county child welfare department no less frequently than every
six months.

(A) A child under six years of age shall not be placed in a community
care facility licensed as a group home for children vendored by aregional
center or a short-term residential therapeutic program except under the
following circumstances:

(i) If thefacility meetsthe applicable regulations adopted under Section
1530.8 of the Health and Safety Code and standards developed pursuant to
Section 11467.1 of this code, and the deputy director or director of the
county child welfare department has approved the case plan.

(if) The short-term, specialized, and intensive treatment period shall not
exceed 120 days, unless the county has made progresstoward or is actively
working toward implementing the case plan that identifies the services or
supports necessary to transition the child to afamily setting, circumstances
beyond the county’s control have prevented the county from obtaining those
services or supports within the timeline documented in the case plan, and
the need for additional time pursuant to the case plan is documented by the
caseworker and approved by adeputy director or director of the county child
welfare department.
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(i) Totheextent that placements pursuant to this paragraph are extended
beyond an initial 120 days, the requirements of clauses (i) and (ii) shall
apply to each extension. In addition, the deputy director or director of the
county child welfare department shall approve the continued placement no
less frequently than every 60 days.

(iv) In addition, if a case plan indicates that placement is for purposes
of providing family reunification services, the facility shall offer family
reunification services that meet the needs of the individual child and their
family, permit parents, guardians, or Indian custodians to have reasonable
access to their children 24 hours a day, encourage extensive parenta
involvement in meeting the daily needs of their children, and employ staff
trained to provide family reunification services. In addition, one of the
following conditions exists:

(I) The child's parent, guardian, or Indian custodian is also under the
jurisdiction of the court and residesin the facility.

(I1) The child’s parent, guardian, or Indian custodian is participating in
atreatment program affiliated with the facility and the child’s placement in
thefacility facilitates the coordination and provision of reunification services.

(1) Placement in the facility is the only alternative that permits the
parent, guardian, or Indian custodian to have daily 24-hour access to the
child in accordance with the case plan, to participate fully in meeting all of
the daily needs of the child, including feeding and personal hygiene, and to
have access to necessary reunification services.

(B) A child who is 6 to 12 years of age, inclusive, may be placed in a
community carefacility licensed as agroup homefor children vendored by
aregiona center or a short-term residential therapeutic program under the
following conditions:

(i) The deputy director of the county welfare department shall approve
the case prior to initial placement.

(ii) The short-term, specialized, and intensive treatment period shall not
exceed six months, unless the county has made progress or is actively
working toward implementing the case plan that identifies the services or
supports necessary to transition the child to afamily setting, circumstances
beyond the county’s control have prevented the county from obtaining those
services or supports within the timeline documented in the case plan, and
the need for additional time pursuant to the case plan is documented by the
caseworker and approved by adeputy director or director of the county child
welfare department.

(i) Totheextent that placements pursuant to this paragraph are extended
beyond an initial six months, the requirements of this subparagraph shall
apply to each extension. In addition, the deputy director or director of the
county child welfare department shall approve the continued placement no
less frequently than every 60 days.

(10) Any child placed in a short-term residential therapeutic program
shall be either of the following:

(A) A child who has been assessed as meeting one of the placement
requirements set forth in subdivisions (b) and (h) of Section 11462.01.
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(B) A child under six years of age who is placed with their minor parent
or for the purpose of reunification pursuant to clause (iv) of subparagraph
(A) of paragraph (9).

(11) The home of arelative in which the juvenile court has authorized
placement, regardless of the status of any criminal record exemption or
resource family approval, if the court has found that the placement does not
pose arisk to the health and safety of the child.

(12) This subdivision does not alow a socia worker to place any
dependent child outside the United States, except as specified in subdivision
().
(f) (1) A child under the supervision of a socia worker pursuant to
subdivision (€) shall not be placed outside the United States prior to ajudicial
finding that the placement is in the best interest of the child, except as
required by federal law or treaty.

(2) The party or agency requesting placement of the child outside the
United States shall carry the burden of proof and shall show, by clear and
convincing evidence, that placement outside the United Statesisin the best
interest of the child.

(3) Indetermining the best interest of the child, the court shall consider,
but not be limited to, al of the following factors:

(A) Placement with arelative.

(B) Placement of siblingsin the same home.

(C) Amount and nature of any contact between the child and the potential
guardian or caretaker.

(D) Physical and medical needs of the dependent child.

(E) Psychological and emotional needs of the dependent child.

(F) Social, cultural, and educational needs of the dependent child.

(G) Specific desires of any dependent child who is 12 years of age or
older.

(4) If the court finds that a placement outside the United States is, by
clear and convincing evidence, in the best interest of the child, the court
may issue an order authorizing the social worker to make a placement outside
the United States. A child subject to this subdivision shall not leave the
United States prior to the issuance of the order described in this paragraph.

(5) For purposes of this subdivision, “outside the United States’ shall
not include the lands of any federally recognized American Indian tribe or
Alaskan Natives.

(6) Thissubdivision shall not apply to the placement of a dependent child
with a parent pursuant to subdivision (a).

(9) (1) If the child is taken from the physical custody of the child's
parent, guardian, or Indian custodian and unless the child is placed with
relatives, the child shall be placed in foster care in the county of residence
of the child’s parent, guardian, or Indian custodian in order to facilitate
reunification of the family.

(2) If there are no appropriate placements available in the parent’s,
guardian’s, or Indian custodian’s county of residence, a placement may be
made in an appropriate place in ancther county, preferably acounty located
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adjacent to the parent’s, guardian’s, or Indian custodian’s community of
residence.

(3) This section does not require multiple disruptions of the child's
placement corresponding to frequent changes of residence by the parent,
guardian, or Indian custodian. In determining whether the child should be
moved, the social worker shall take into consideration the potential harmful
effects of disrupting the placement of the child and the parent’s, guardian’s,
or Indian custodian’s reason for the move.

(4) If it has been determined that it is necessary for a child to be placed
in acounty other than the child’'s parent’s, guardian’s, or Indian custodian’'s
county of residence, the specific reason the out-of-county placement is
necessary shall be documented in the child's case plan. If the reason the
out-of -county placement is necessary isthelack of resourcesin the sending
county to meet the specific needs of the child, those specific resource needs
shall be documented in the case plan.

(5) If it has been determined that a child is to be placed out of county
either in a group home for children vendored by a regional center or a
short-term residential therapeutic program, or with a foster family agency
for subsequent placement in acertified foster family home, and the sending
county is to maintain responsibility for supervision and visitation of the
child, the sending county shall develop a plan of supervision and visitation
that specifies the supervision and visitation activities to be performed and
specifies that the sending county is responsible for performing those
activities. In addition to the plan of supervision and visitation, the sending
county shall document information regarding any known or suspected
dangerous behavior of the child that indicates the child may pose a safety
concern in the receiving county. Upon implementation of the statewide child
welfare information system, the plan of supervision and visitation, as well
as information regarding any known or suspected dangerous behavior of
the child, shall be made available to the receiving county upon placement
of the child in the receiving county. If placement occurs on a weekend or
holiday, the information shall be made available to the receiving county on
or before the end of the next business day.

(6) If it has been determined that a child is to be placed out of county
and the sending county plans that the receiving county shall be responsible
for the supervision and visitation of the child, the sending county shall
develop a formal agreement between the sending and receiving counties.
The formal agreement shall specify the supervision and visitation to be
provided the child, and shall specify that the receiving county isresponsible
for providing the supervision and visitation. The formal agreement shall be
approved and signed by the sending and receiving counties prior to placement
of the child in the receiving county. In addition, upon completion of the
case plan, the sending county shall provide a copy of the completed case
plan to the receiving county. The case plan shall include information
regarding any known or suspected dangerous behavior of the child that
indicates the child may pose a safety concern to the receiving county.
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(h) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), if the social worker must change the
placement of the child and is unable to find a suitable placement within the
county and must place the child outside the county, the placement shall not
be made until the socia worker has served written notice on the parent,
guardian, Indian custodian, the child’s tribe, the child’'s attorney, and, if the
child is 10 years of age or older, on the child, at least 14 days prior to the
placement, unlessthe child’s health or well-being is endangered by delaying
the action or would be endangered if prior notice were given. The notice
shall state the reasons that require placement outside the county. The child
or parent, guardian, Indian custodian, or the child's tribe may object to the
placement not later than seven days after receipt of the notice and, upon
objection, the court shall hold a hearing not later than five days after the
objection and prior to the placement. The court shall order out-of-county
placement if it finds that the child’'s particular needs require placement
outside the county.

(2) (A) Thenoticerequired prior to placement, asdescribed in paragraph
(1), may be waived if the child and family team has determined that the
identified placement is in the best interest of the child, no member of the
child and family team objectsto the placement, and the child’s attorney has
been informed of the intended placement and has no objection, and, if
applicable, the Indian custodian or child's tribe has been informed of the
intended placement and has no objection.

(B) If the child istransitioning from atemporary shelter care facility, as
described in Section 11462.022, and all of the circumstances set forth in
subparagraph (A) do not exist, the county shall provide oral notice to the
child’s parents, guardian, Indian custodian, the child's tribe, the child's
attorney, and, if the child is 10 years of age or older, to the child no later
than one business day after the determination that out-of-county placement
is necessary and the circumstances in subparagraph (A) do not exist. The
oral notice shall state the reasons that require placement outside the county
and shall be immediately followed by written notice stating the reasons.
The child, parent, guardian, Indian custodian, or tribe may object to the
placement not |ater than seven days after oral noticeis provided and, upon
objection, the court shall hold ahearing not later than two judicial daysafter
the objection is made. The court may authorize that the child remainin the
temporary shelter care facility pending the outcome of the hearing. The
court shall order out-of-county placement if it findsthat the child’s particular
needs require placement outside the county. This subparagraph does not
preclude placement of the child without prior noticeif the child’'s health or
well-being is endangered by delaying the action or would be endangered if
prior notice were given.

(i) If the court hasordered removal of the child from the physical custody
of the child’s parents pursuant to Section 361, the court shall consider
whether the family ties and best interest of the child will be served by
granting visitation rightsto the child's grandparents. The court shall clearly
specify those rights to the social worker.
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() If the court has ordered removal of the child from the physical custody
of the child’s parents pursuant to Section 361, the court shall consider
whether there are any siblings under the court’s jurisdiction, or any
nondependent siblings in the physical custody of a parent subject to the
court’s jurisdiction, the nature of the relationship between the child and
their siblings, the appropriateness of developing or maintaining the sibling
relationships pursuant to Section 16002, and the impact of the sibling
relationships on the child's placement and planning for legal permanence.

(k) (1) An agency shall ensure placement of a child in a home that, to
the fullest extent possible, best meets the day-to-day needs of the child. A
home that best meets the day-to-day needs of the child shall satisfy al of
the following criteria

(A) The child's caregiver is able to meet the day-to-day health, safety,
and well-being needs of the child.

(B) The child's caregiver is permitted to maintain the least restrictive
family setting that promotes normal childhood experiences and that serves
the day-to-day needs of the child.

(C) The child is permitted to engage in reasonable, age-appropriate
day-to-day activities that promote normal childhood experiences for the
foster child.

(2) Thefoster child’scaregiver shall use areasonable and prudent parent
standard, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 362.04,
to determine day-to-day activitiesthat are age appropriate to meet the needs
of the child. This section does not permit a child’s caregiver to permit the
child to engage in day-to-day activities that carry an unreasonable risk of
harm, or subject the child to abuse or neglect.

SEC. 18. Section 361.22 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Codeis amended
to read:

361.22. (a) (1) For aplacement made on or after October 1, 2021, each
placement of a child or nonminor dependent in a short-term residential
therapeutic program, including the initial placement and each subsequent
placement into a short-term residential therapeutic program, shall be
reviewed by the court within 45 days of the start of placement in accordance
with this section. In no event shall the court grant a continuance pursuant
to subdivision (a) of Section 352 that would causethe review to be completed
more than 60 days after the start of the placement.

(2) For aplacement made on or after July 1, 2022, each placement of a
child or nonminor dependent in a community treatment facility, including
the initial placement and each subsequent placement into a community
treatment facility, shall be reviewed by the court within 45 days of the start
of placement in accordance with this section. In no event shall the court
grant a continuance pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 352 that would
cause the review to be completed more than 60 days after the start of the
placement.

(b) (1) At any time after the decision to place a child or nonminor
dependent into ashort-term residential therapeutic program or acommunity
treatment facility has been made, but no later than five calendar days
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following each placement, the social worker shall request the court to
schedule a hearing to review the placement.

(2) The socia worker shall serve a copy of the request on all parties to
the proceeding, the child’s or nonminor dependent’s court appointed special
advocate, if applicable, and the child's tribe in the case of an Indian child.

(c) (1) The socia worker shal prepare and submit a report that shall
include all of the following:

(A) A copy of the assessment, determination as to the services and care
needs of the child or nonminor dependent, and documentation prepared by
the qualified individual pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (g) of
Section 4096.

(B) The case plan documentation required pursuant to subparagraph (C)
of paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Section 16501.1.

(C) In the case of an Indian child, a statement regarding whether the
child’'s tribe had an opportunity to confer regarding the departure from the
placement preferences described in Section 361.31, and the active efforts
made prior to placement in a short-term therapeutic program or community
treatment facility to satisfy subdivision (f) of Section 224.1.

(D) A statement regarding whether the child or nonminor dependent or
any party to the proceeding, or the child’s tribe in the case of an Indian
child, objects to the placement of the child or nonminor dependent in the
short-term residential therapeutic program or community treatment facility.

(2) Thesocia worker shall serve acopy of thereport to al partiesto the
proceeding no later than seven calendar days before the hearing.

(d) Within five calendar days of the request described in subdivision (b),
the court shall set a hearing to be held within 45 days after the start of the
placement and give notice of the hearing to all parties to the proceeding,
and the child'stribe in the case of an Indian child.

(e) When reviewing each placement of the child or nonminor dependent
in a short-term residential therapeutic program or a community treatment
facility, the court shall do all of the following:

(1) Consider the information specified in subdivision (c).

(2) Determinewhether the needs of the child or nonminor dependent can
be met through placement in a family-based setting, or, if not, whether
placement in a short-term residentia therapeutic program or community
treatment facility, as applicable, providesthe most effective and appropriate
care setting for the child or nonminor dependent in the least restrictive
environment. A shortage or lack of family homes shall not be an appropriate
reason for determining that the needs of the child cannot be met in a
family-based setting.

(3) Determine whether a short-term residential therapeutic program or
community treatment facility level of care, as applicable, is consistent with
the short- and long-term mental and behaviora health goals and permanency
plan for the child or nonminor dependent.

(4) Inthe caseof anIndian child, determine whether thereis good cause
to depart from the placement preferences set forth in Section 361.31.

(5) Approve or disapprove the placement.
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(6) Makeafinding, either in writing or on the record, of the basisfor its
determinations pursuant to this subdivision.

(f) If the court disapprovesthe placement, the court shall order the social
worker to transition the child or nonminor dependent to a placement setting
that is consistent with the determinations made pursuant to subdivision (€)
within 30 days of the disapproval.

(g) Thissection doesnot prohibit the court from reviewing the placement
of a child or nonminor dependent in a short-term residentia therapeutic
program or community treatment facility pursuant to subdivision (a) at a
regularly scheduled hearing if that hearing is held within 60 days of the
placement and the information described in subdivision (¢) has been
presented to the court.

(h) (1) On or before October 1, 2021, for placements into a short-term
residential therapeutic program, the Judicial Council shall amend or adopt
rules of court and shall develop or amend appropriate forms, as necessary,
to implement this section, including developing a procedure to enable the
court to review the placement without a hearing.

(2) On or before October 1, 2022, for placements into a community
treatment facility, the Judicial Council shall amend or adopt rules of court
and shall develop or amend appropriate forms, as necessary, to implement
this section, including devel oping a procedure to enable the court to review
the placement without a hearing.

SEC. 19. Section 366 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is amended
to read:

366. (a) (1) The statusof every dependent child in foster care shall be
reviewed periodically as determined by the court but no less frequently than
once every six months, as calculated from the date of the original
dispositional hearing, until the hearing described in Section 366.26 is
completed. The court shall consider the safety of the child and shall
determine al of the following:

(A) The continuing necessity for and appropriateness of the placement.
If the child or nonminor dependent is placed in a short-term residential
therapeutic program on or after October 1, 2021, or placed in acommunity
treatment facility on or after July 1, 2022, the court shall consider the
evidence and documentation submitted pursuant to subdivision (1) of Section
366.1 in making this determination.

(B) Theextent of the agency’s compliance with the case plan in making
reasonable efforts, or, in the case of a child 16 years of age or older with
another planned permanent living arrangement, the ongoing and intensive
efforts, to return the child to asafe home and to complete any steps necessary
to finalize the permanent placement of the child, including effortsto maintain
relationships between a child who is 10 years of age or older and who has
been in an out-of -home placement for six months or longer, and individuals
other than the child's siblings who are important to the child, consistent
with the child’'s best interests. Where it isknown or there is reason to know
that the child isan Indian child, as defined by Section 224.1, the court shall
also determine whether the agency has made active efforts, as defined in
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Section 224.1 and as described in Section 361.7, to provide remedial services
and rehabilitative programs designed to prevent the breakup of the Indian
family.

(C) Whether there should be any limitation on the right of the parent,
guardian, or Indian custodian to make educational decisions or
developmental services decisions for the child. That limitation shall be
specifically addressed in the court order and shall not exceed those necessary
to protect the child. Whenever the court specifically limits the right of the
parent, guardian, or Indian custodian to make educational decisions or
developmental services decisions for the child, the court shall at the same
time appoint a responsible adult to make educational decisions or
developmental services decisions for the child pursuant to Section 361.

(D) (i) Whether the child has other siblingsunder the court’sjurisdiction,
and, if any siblings exist, all of the following:

() The nature of the relationship between the child and the child's
siblings.

(I1) The appropriateness of developing or maintaining the sibling
relationships pursuant to Section 16002.

(1) 1f the siblings are not placed together in the same home, why the
siblings are not placed together and what efforts are being made to place
the siblings together, or why those efforts are not appropriate.

(IV) If the siblings are not placed together, all of the following:

(ia) Thefrequency and nature of the visits between the siblings.

(ib) If there are visits between the siblings, whether the visits are
supervised or unsupervised. If the visits are supervised, a discussion of the
reasons why the visits are supervised, and what needs to be accomplished
in order for the visits to be unsupervised.

(ic) If there are visits between the siblings, a description of the location
and length of the visits.

(id) Any plan to increase visitation between the siblings.

(V) Theimpact of the sibling relationships on the child’s placement and
planning for legal permanence.

(V1) The continuing need to suspend sibling interaction, if applicable,
pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 16002.

(ii) The factors the court may consider in making a determination
regarding the nature of the child’s sibling relationships may include, but
are not limited to, whether the siblings were raised together in the same
home, whether the siblings have shared significant common experiences or
have existing close and strong bonds, whether either sibling expresses a
desireto visit or live with their sibling, as applicable, and whether ongoing
contact isin the child’'s best emotional interests.

(E) The extent of progress that has been made toward alleviating or
mitigating the causes necessitating placement in foster care.

(F) (i) For a child who is 10 years of age or older, isin junior high,
middle, or high school, and has been under the jurisdiction of the juvenile
court for a year or longer, or a nonminor dependent, whether the social
worker or probation officer has verified that the child or nonminor dependent
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has received comprehensive sexual health education that meets the
requirements of Chapter 5.6 (commencing with Section 51930) of Part 28
of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Education Code through the school system
or has ensured that the child will receive the instruction.

(ii) For achild or nonminor dependent described in clause (i), whether
the social worker or probation officer has done all of the following:

(I) Informed the child or nonminor dependent that they may access
age-appropriate, medically accurate information about reproductive and
sexua health care, including, but not limited to, unplanned pregnancy
prevention, abstinence, use of birth control, abortion, and the prevention
and treatment of sexually transmitted infections.

(1) Informed the child or nonminor dependent, in an age and
developmentally appropriate manner, of the child’sright to consent to sexua
and reproductive health services and the child's confidentiality rights
regarding those services.

(1) Informed the child or nonminor dependent how to access
reproductive and sexua health care services and facilitated access to that
care, including by assisting with any identified barriers to care, as needed.

(iii) This subparagraph does not affect any applicable confidentiality
law.

(iv) On or before January 1, 2023, the Judicial Council shall amend and
adopt rules of court and devel op appropriate forms for the implementation
of this subparagraph.

(G) (i) For achild who is 16 years of age or older or for a nonminor
dependent, whether the social worker or probation officer has, pursuant to
the requirements of paragraph (22) of subdivision (g) of Section 16501.1,
identified the person or persons who shall be responsible for assisting the
child or nonminor dependent with applicationsfor postsecondary education
and related financial aid, or that the child or nonminor dependent stated that
they do not want to pursue postsecondary education, including career or
technical education.

(ii) On or before January 1, 2023, the Judicial Council shall amend and
adopt rules of court and devel op appropriate forms for the implementation
of this subparagraph.

(H) If thereview hearing isthe last review hearing to be held before the
child attains 18 years of age, the court shall conduct the hearing pursuant
to Section 366.31 or 366.32.

(2) The court shall project a likely date by which the child may be
returned to and safely maintained in the home or placed for adoption, tribal
customary adoption in the case of an Indian child, legal guardianship, placed
with a fit and willing relative, or in another planned permanent living
arrangement.

(b) Subsequent to the hearing, periodic reviews of each child in foster
care shall be conducted pursuant to the requirements of Sections 366.3 and
16503.

(c) If the child has been placed out of state, each review described in
subdivision (a) and any reviews conducted pursuant to Sections 366.3 and
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16503 shall also address whether the out-of-state placement continues to
be the most appropriate placement selection and in the best interests of the
child.

(d) (1) A review describedinsubdivision (a) and any reviews conducted
pursuant to Sections 366.3 and 16503 shall not result in a placement of a
child outside the United States prior to ajudicial finding that the placement
isinthe best interest of the child, except asrequired by federal law or treaty.

(2) The party or agency requesting placement of the child outside the
United States shall carry the burden of proof and must show, by clear and
convincing evidence, that a placement outside the United States isin the
best interest of the child.

(3) Indetermining the best interest of the child, the court shall consider,
but not be limited to, the following factors:

(A) Placement with arelative.

(B) Placement of siblings in the same home.

(C) Amount and nature of any contact between the child and the potential
guardian or caretaker.

(D) Physical and medical needs of the dependent child.

(E) Psychological and emotional needs of the dependent child.

(F) Social, cultural, and educational needs of the dependent child.

(G) Specific desires of any dependent child who is 12 years of age or
older.

(4) If the court finds that a placement outside the United States is, by
clear and convincing evidence, in the best interest of the child, the court
may issue an order authorizing the social worker or placing agency to make
a placement outside the United States. A child subject to this subdivision
shall not leave the United States prior to the issuance of the order described
in this paragraph.

(5) For purposes of this subdivision, “outside the United States’ shall
not include the lands of any federally recognized American Indian tribe or
Alaskan Natives.

(6) This section shall not apply to the placement of a dependent child
with a parent.

() (1) On and after July 1, 2021, a child shall not be placed or remain
in an out-of-state residential facility, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section
7910 of the Family Code, unless the placement is ordered or approved
pursuant to Section 361.21.

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, on and after July 1, 2022, a child
shall not be placed by a county child welfare agency in an out-of-state
residential facility, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 7910 of the
Family Code, except for placements described in subdivision (h) of Section
7911.1 of the Family Code.

(3) Notwithstanding any other law, achild who is placed in an out-of-state
residential facility by a county child welfare agency shall not remain in an
out-of-state residential facility, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 7910
of the Family Code, after January 1, 2023.
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(f) The status review of every nonminor dependent, as defined in
subdivision (v) of Section 11400, shall be conducted pursuant to the
requirements of Sections 366.3, 366.31, or 366.32, and 16503 until
dependency jurisdiction is terminated pursuant to Section 391.

SEC. 20. Section 366.1 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Codeis amended
to read:

366.1. Each supplemental report required to befiled pursuant to Section
366 shall include, but not be limited to, afactual discussion of each of the
following subjects:

(@) Whether the county welfare department social worker has considered
either of the following:

(1) Child protective services, as defined in Chapter 5 (commencing with
Section 16500) of Part 4 of Division 9, asapossible solution to the problems
at hand, and has offered those services to qualified parents, if appropriate
under the circumstances.

(2) Whether the child can be returned to the custody of the child's parent
who isenrolled in a certified substance abuse treatment facility that allows
a dependent child to reside with the child’s parent.

(b) What plan, if any, for the return and maintenance of the child in a
safe home is recommended to the court by the county welfare department
social worker.

(c) Whether the subject child appears to be a person who is eligible to
be considered for further court action to free the child from parental custody
and control.

(d) What actions, if any, have been taken by the parent to correct the
problems that caused the child to be made a dependent child of the court.

(e) If theparent or guardianisunwilling or unableto participatein making
an educational decision for their child, or if other circumstances exist that
compromise the ability of the parent or guardian to make educational
decisionsfor the child, the county welfare department or social worker shall
consider whether the right of the parent or guardian to make educational
decisions for the child should be limited. If the supplemental report makes
that recommendation, the report shall identify whether thereisaresponsible
adult available to make educational decisions for the child pursuant to
Section 361.

(f) (1) The health and education of the minor, including a copy of the
complete health and education summary, as required under Section 16010,
including the name and contact information of the person or persons currently
holding the right to make educational decisions for the child.

(2) In instances in which it is determined that disclosure pursuant to
paragraph (1) of the contact information of the person or persons currently
holding the right to make educational decisions for the child poses a threat
to the health and safety of that individual or those individuals, that contact
information shall be redacted or withheld from the health and education
summary within the supplemental report described in this section.

(9) (1) Whether the child has any siblings under the court’sjurisdiction,
and, if any siblings exist, al of the following:
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(A) The nature of the relationship between the child and the child's
siblings.

(B) The appropriateness of developing or maintaining the sibling
relationships pursuant to Section 16002,

(C) If the siblings are not placed together in the same home, why the
siblings are not placed together and what efforts are being made to place
the siblings together, or why those efforts are not appropriate.

(D) If the siblings are not placed together, al of the following:

(i) Thefrequency and nature of the visits between the siblings.

(ii) If there are visits between the siblings, whether the visits are
supervised or unsupervised. If the visits are supervised, a discussion of the
reasons why the visits are supervised, and what needs to be accomplished
in order for the visits to be unsupervised.

(iii) If there are visits between the siblings, a description of the location
and length of the visits.

(iv) Any planto increase visitation between the siblings.

(E) Theimpact of the sibling relationships on the child’s placement and
planning for legal permanence.

(2) Thefactual discussion shall include adiscussion of indicators of the
nature of the child’'s sibling relationships, including, but not limited to,
whether the siblings were raised together in the same home, whether the
siblings have shared significant common experiences or have existing close
and strong bonds, whether either sibling expresses a desire to visit or live
with their sibling, as applicable, and whether ongoing contact isinthechild's
best emotional interests.

(h) (1) For achild who is 10 years of age or older and has been under
the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for a year or longer, or a nonminor
dependent, either of the following:

(A) For achildinjunior high or middle school, either that the child has
aready received comprehensive sexual health education that meets the
requirements of Chapter 5.6 (commencing with Section 51930) of Part 28
of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Education Code through the school system
whilein junior high or middle school or how the county will ensure that the
child receives that instruction at least once before completing junior high
or middle schooal if the child remains under the jurisdiction of the juvenile
court during that timeframe.

(B) For achild in high school or a nonminor dependent, either that the
child has received comprehensive sexual health education that meets the
requirements of Chapter 5.6 (commencing with Section 51930) of Part 28
of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Education Code through the school system
while in high school, or how the county will ensure that the child or
nonminor dependent receivesthat instruction at |east once before completing
high school if the child remains under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court
during that timeframe.

(2) For achild whois10 years of age or older or anonminor dependent,
whether the socia worker or probation officer hasdoneall of thefollowing:
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(A) Informed the child or nonminor dependent that they may access
age-appropriate, medically accurate information about reproductive and
sexua health care, including, but not limited to, unplanned pregnancy
prevention, abstinence, use of birth control, abortion, and the prevention
and treatment of sexually transmitted infections.

(B) Informed the child or nonminor dependent, in an age and
developmentally appropriate manner, of the child’sright to consent to sexua
and reproductive health services and the child's confidentiality rights
regarding those services.

(C) Informed the child or nonminor dependent how to accessreproductive
and sexual hedlth care services and facilitated access to that care, including
by assisting with any identified barriers to care, as needed.

(3) Thissubdivision does not affect any applicable confidentiality |aw.

(4) On or before January 1, 2023, the Judicial Council shall amend and
adopt rules of court and devel op appropriate forms for the implementation
of this subdivision.

(i) (1) For a child who is 16 years of age or older or for a nonminor
dependent, whether the social worker or probation officer has, pursuant to
the requirements of paragraph (22) of subdivision (g) of Section 16501.1,
identified the person or persons who shall be responsible for assisting the
child or nonminor dependent with applicationsfor postsecondary education
and related financial aid, or that the child or nonminor dependent stated that
they do not want to pursue postsecondary education, including career or
technical education.

(2) On or before January 1, 2023, the Judicial Council shall amend and
adopt rules of court and develop appropriate forms for the implementation
of this subdivision.

(i) Whether a child who is 10 years of age or older and who has been in
an out-of-home placement for six months or longer has relationships with
individuals other than the child’s siblings who are important to the child,
consistent with the child’s best interests, and actions taken to maintain those
relationships. The social worker shall ask every child who is 10 years of
age or older and who has been in an out-of-home placement for six months
or longer to identify any individuals other than the child’'s siblings who are
important to the child, consistent with the child’s best interest. The social
worker may ask any other child to provide that information, as appropriate.

(k) Theimplementation and operation of the amendmentsto subdivision
(j) enacted at the 200506 Regular Session shall be subject to appropriation
through the budget process and by phase, as provided in Section 366.35.

() On and after October 1, 2021, for a child whose placement in a
short-term residential therapeutic program has been reviewed and approved,
and, on and after July 1, 2022, for a child whose placement in acommunity
treatment facility has been reviewed and approved, pursuant to Section
361.22, the supplemental report shall include evidence of al of thefollowing:

(1) Ongoing assessment of the strengths and needs of the child that
continues to support the determination that the needs of the child cannot be
met by family members or in another family-based setting, placement in a
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short-term residential therapeutic program or community treatment facility,
as applicable, continues to provide the most effective and appropriate care
setting in the least restrictive environment, and placement is consistent with
the short- and long-term mental and behavioral health goalsand permanency
plan for the child.

(2) Documentation of the child's specific treatment or service needsthat
will be met in the placement and the length of time the child is expected to
need the treatment or services. For aMedi-Cal beneficiary, the determination
of services and expected length of time for those services funded by
Medi-Cal shall be based upon medical necessity and on al other state and
federal Medi-Cal requirements, and shall bereflected in the documentation.

(3) Documentation of theintensive and ongoing efforts made by the child
welfare department, consistent with the child’'s permanency plan, to prepare
the child to return home or to be placed with a fit and willing relative, a
legal guardian, an adoptive parent, in a resource family home or tribally
approved home, or in another appropriate family-based setting.

SEC. 21. Section 366.3 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Codeis amended
to read:

366.3. (a) (1) If ajuvenile court orders a permanent plan of adoption,
tribal customary adoption, adoption of a nonminor dependent pursuant to
subdivision (f) of Section 366.31, or legal guardianship pursuant to Section
360 or 366.26, the court shall retain jurisdiction over the child or nonminor
dependent until the child or nonminor dependent is adopted or the lega
guardianship is established, except as provided for in Section 366.29 or, on
and after January 1, 2012, Section 366.32. The status of the child or
nonminor dependent shall be reviewed every six months to ensure that the
adoption or legal guardianship is completed as expeditiously as possible.
Following a termination of parenta rights, the parent or parents shall not
be a party to, or receive notice of, any subsequent proceedings regarding
the child.

(2) When the adoption of the child or nonminor dependent has been
granted, or in the case of a tribal customary adoption, when the tribal
customary adoption order has been afforded full faith and credit and the
petition for adoption has been granted, the court shall terminate its
jurisdiction over the child or nonminor dependent.

(3) Following establishment of a legal guardianship, the court may
continue jurisdiction over the child as adependent child of the juvenile court
or may terminate its dependency jurisdiction and retain jurisdiction over
the child asaward of thelegal guardianship, as authorized by Section 366.4.
If, however, arelative or nonrelative extended family member of the child
is appointed the legal guardian of the child and the guardian’s home has
been approved pursuant to Section 16519.5 for at |east six months, the court
shall, except if therelative or nonrel ative extended family member guardian
objects, or upon a finding of exceptional circumstances, terminate its
dependency jurisdiction and retain jurisdiction over the child as award of
the guardianship, as authorized by Section 366.4.
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(b) (2) If the court has dismissed dependency jurisdiction following the
establishment of alegal guardianship, or no dependency jurisdiction attached
because of the granting of alegal guardianship pursuant to Section 360, and
thelegal guardianship is subsequently revoked or otherwise terminated, the
county welfare department shall notify the juvenile court of this fact. The
court may vacateits previous order dismissing dependency jurisdiction over
the child.

(2) Notwithstanding Section 1601 of the Probate Code, the proceedings
to terminate alegal guardianship that has been granted pursuant to Section
360 or 366.26 shall be held either in the juvenile court that retainsjurisdiction
over the guardianship, as authorized by Section 366.4, or the juvenile court
in the county where the guardian and child currently reside, based on the
best interests of the child, unless the termination is due to the emancipation
or adoption of the child. The juvenile court having jurisdiction over the
guardianship shall receive notice from the court in which the petition isfiled
within five calendar days of the filing. Prior to the hearing on a petition to
terminate legal guardianship pursuant to this subdivision, the court shall
order the county welfare department having jurisdiction or jointly with the
county department where the guardian and child currently resideto prepare
a report, for the court’s consideration, that shall include an evaluation of
whether the child could safely remain in, or be returned to, the lega
guardian’s home, without terminating the legal guardianship, if services
were provided to the child or legal guardian. If applicable, the report shall
also identify recommended family maintenance or reunification servicesto
maintain the legal guardianship and set forth a plan for providing those
services. If the petition to terminate legal guardianship is granted, either
juvenile court may resume dependency jurisdiction over the child, and may
order the county welfare department to develop a new permanent plan,
which shall be presented to the court within 60 days of the termination. If
no dependency jurisdiction has attached, the social worker shall make any
investigation the social worker deems necessary to determine whether the
child may be within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, as provided in
Section 328.

(3) Unless the parental rights of the child’'s parent or parents have been
terminated, they shall be notified that the legal guardianship has been
revoked or terminated and shall be entitled to participate in the new
permanency planning hearing. The court shall try to placethe childin another
permanent placement. At the hearing, the parents may be considered as
custodians but the child shall not be returned to the parent or parents unless
they prove, by a preponderance of the evidence, that reunification is the
best alternative for the child. The court may, if it isin the best interests of
the child, order that reunification services again be provided to the parent
or parents.

(c) If, following the establishment of a legal guardianship, the county
welfare department becomes aware of changed circumstances that indicate
adoption or, for an Indian child, tribal customary adoption, may be an
appropriate plan for the child, the department shall so notify the court. The
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court may vacateits previous order dismissing dependency jurisdiction over
the child and order that a hearing be held pursuant to Section 366.26 to
determine whether adoption or continued legal guardianship is the most
appropriate plan for the child. The hearing shall be held no later than 120
days from the date of the order. If the court orders that a hearing shall be
held pursuant to Section 366.26, the court shall direct the agency supervising
the child and the county adoption agency, or the State Department of Social
Servicesif it isacting as an adoption agency, to prepare an assessment under
subdivision (b) of Section 366.22.

(d) (2) If the child or nonminor dependent isin a placement other than
the home of alegal guardian and jurisdiction has not been dismissed, the
status of the child shall be reviewed at least every six months. The review
of the status of a child for whom the court has ordered parental rights
terminated and who has been ordered placed for adoption shall be conducted
by the court. The review of the status of a child or nonminor dependent for
whom the court has not ordered parental rights terminated and who has not
been ordered placed for adoption may be conducted by the court or an
appropriate local agency. The court shall conduct the review under the
following circumstances:

(A) Upon the request of the child's parents or legal guardians.

(B) Upon the request of the child or nonminor dependent.

(C) It hashbeen 12 months since ahearing held pursuant to Section 366.26
or an order that the child remain in foster care pursuant to Section 366.21,
366.22, 366.25, 366.26, or subdivision (h).

(D) It has been 12 months since a review was conducted by the court.

(2) The court shall determine whether or not reasonabl e efforts to make
and finalize a permanent placement for the child have been made.

(e) Except as provided in subdivision (g), at the review held every six
months pursuant to subdivision (d), the reviewing body shall inquire about
the progress being made to provide a permanent home for the child, shall
consider the safety of the child, and shall determine all of the following:

(1) The continuing necessity for, and appropriateness of, the placement.
If the child is placed in a short-term residential therapeutic program on or
after October 1, 2021, or acommunity treatment facility on or after July 1,
2022, the court shall consider the evidence and documentation submitted
pursuant to subdivision (I) of Section 366.1 in making this determination.

(2) ldentification of individuals other than the child’s siblings who are
important to a child who is 10 years of age or older and has been in
out-of-home placement for six months or longer, and actions necessary to
maintain the child’s relationship with those individuals, provided that those
relationships are in the best interest of the child. The social worker shall
ask every child who is 10 years of age or older and who has been in
out-of-home placement for six monthsor longer to identify individual s other
than the child's siblings who are important to the child, and may ask any
other child to provide that information, as appropriate. The social worker
shall make efforts to identify other individuals who are important to the
child, consistent with the child’s best interests.
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(3) The continuing appropriateness and extent of compliance with the
permanent plan for the child, including efforts to maintain relationships
between a child who is 10 years of age or older and who has been in
out-of-home placement for six months or longer and individuals who are
important to the child and efforts to identify a prospective adoptive parent
or legal guardian, including, but not limited to, child-specific recruitment
efforts and listing on an adoption exchange.

(4) Theextent of the agency’s compliance with the child welfare services
case plan in making reasonable efforts either to return the child to the safe
home of the parent or to complete whatever steps are necessary to finalize
the permanent placement of the child. If the reviewing body determinesthat
a second period of reunification servicesisin the child's best interests, and
that thereisasignificant likelihood of the child’sreturn to a safe home due
to changed circumstances of the parent, pursuant to subdivision (f), the
specific reunification services required to effect the child’s return to a safe
home shall be described.

(5) Whether there should be any limitation on the right of the parent or
guardian to make educational decisions or developmental servicesdecisions
for the child. That limitation shall be specifically addressed in the court
order and may not exceed what is necessary to protect the child. If the court
specificaly limits the right of the parent or guardian to make educational
decisions or developmental services decisions for the child, the court shall
at the same time appoint aresponsible adult to make educational decisions
or developmental services decisions for the child pursuant to Section 361.

(6) The adequacy of services provided to the child. The court shall
consider the progress in providing the information and documents to the
child, as described in Section 391. The court shall also consider the need
for, and progress in providing, the assistance and services described in
Section 391.

(7) The extent of progress the parents or legal guardians have made
toward alleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating placement in foster
care.

(8) The likely date by which the child may be returned to, and safely
maintained in, the home, placed for adoption, legal guardianship, placed
with afit and willing relative, or, for an Indian child, in consultation with
the child's tribe, placed for tribal customary adoption, or, if the child is 16
years of age or older, and no other permanent plan is appropriate at thetime
of the hearing, in another planned permanent living arrangement.

(9) (A) Whether the child hasany siblings under the court’sjurisdiction,
and, if any siblings exist, al of the following:

(i) The nature of the relationship between the child and their siblings.

(ii) The appropriateness of developing or maintaining the sibling
relationships pursuant to Section 16002. At the first review conducted for
achild for whom the court has ordered parental rights terminated and who
has been ordered placed for adoption, the court shall inquire into the status
of the development of a voluntary postadoption sibling contact agreement
pursuant to subdivision (€) of Section 16002.
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(iii) If the siblings are not placed together in the same home, why the
siblings are not placed together and what efforts are being made to place
the siblings together, or why those efforts are not appropriate.

(iv) If the siblings are not placed together, all of the following:

() Thefrequency and nature of the visits between the siblings.

(I If there are visits between the siblings, whether the visits are
supervised or unsupervised. If the visits are supervised, a discussion of the
reasons why the visits are supervised, and what needs to be accomplished
in order for the visits to be unsupervised.

(1) 1f there are visits between the siblings, a description of the location
and length of the visits.

(IV) Any plan to increase visitation between the siblings.

(v) Theimpact of the sibling relationships on the child's placement and
planning for legal permanence.

(B) The factorsthe court may consider asindicators of the nature of the
child’s sibling relationships include, but are not limited to, whether the
siblings were raised together in the same home, whether the siblings have
shared significant common experiences or have existing close and strong
bonds, whether either sibling expresses a desire to visit or live with their
sibling, as applicable, and whether ongoing contact is in the child’s best
emotional interests.

(10) For a child who is 14 years of age or older and for a nonminor
dependent, the services needed to assist the child or nonminor dependent
to make the transition from foster care to successful adulthood.

(11) Whether or not reasonable efforts to make and finalize a permanent
placement for the child have been made.

Each licensed foster family agency shall submit reports for each childin
its care, custody, and control to the court concerning the continuing
appropriateness and extent of compliance with the child’s permanent plan,
the extent of compliance with the case plan, and the type and adequacy of
services provided to the child.

(f) Unless their parental rights have been permanently terminated, the
parent or parents of the child are entitled to receive notice of, and participate
in, those hearings. It shall be presumed that continued care is in the best
interests of the child, unlessthe parent or parents prove, by apreponderance
of the evidence, that further efforts at reunification are the best alternative
for the child. In those cases, the court may order that further reunification
services to return the child to a safe home environment be provided to the
parent or parents up to a period of six months, and family maintenance
services, as needed for an additional six months in order to return the child
to a safe home environment. This subdivision shall not apply to the parents
of anonminor dependent.

(g) At the review conducted by the court and held at least every six
months, regarding a child for whom the court has ordered parenta rights
terminated and who has been ordered placed for adoption, or, for an Indian
child for whom parental rights are not being terminated and a tribal
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customary adoption is being considered, the county welfare department
shall prepare and present to the court areport describing the following:

(1) The child’s present placement.

(2) The child’'s current physical, mental, emotional, and educational
status.

(3) If the child has not been placed with a prospective adoptive parent
or guardian, identification of individuas, other than the child’s siblings,
who areimportant to the child and actions necessary to maintain the child’'s
relationship with those individuals, provided that those relationships are in
the best interest of the child. The agency shall ask every child who is 10
years of age or older to identify any individuals who are important to the
child, consistent with the child’s best interest, and may ask any child who
is younger than 10 years of age to provide that information as appropriate.
Theagency shall make effortsto identify other individualswho areimportant
to the child.

(4) Whether the child has been placed with a prospective adoptive parent
or parents.

(5) Whether an adoptive placement agreement has been signed and filed.

(6) If the child has not been placed with a prospective adoptive parent
or parents, the efforts made to identify an appropriate prospective adoptive
parent or legal guardian, including, but not limited to, child-specific
recruitment efforts and listing on an adoption exchange.

(7) Whether the final adoption order should include provisions for
postadoptive sibling contact pursuant to Section 366.29.

(8) The progress of the search for an adoptive placement if one has not
been identified.

(9) Any impediments to the adoption or the adoptive placement.

(10) The anticipated date by which the child will be adopted or placed
in an adoptive home.

(11) The anticipated date by which an adoptive placement agreement
will be signed.

(12) Recommendationsfor court orders that will assist in the placement
of the child for adoption or in the finalization of the adoption.

The court shall determine whether or not reasonable efforts to make and
finalize a permanent placement for the child have been made.

The court shall make appropriate orders to protect the stability of the
child and to facilitate and expedite the permanent placement and adoption
of the child.

(h) (1) Atthereview held pursuant to subdivision (d) for achild in foster
care, the court shall consider al permanency planning options for the child
including whether the child should be returned to the home of the parent,
placed for adoption, or, for an Indian child, in consultation with the child's
tribe, placed for tribal customary adoption, or appointed a legal guardian,
placed with a fit and willing relative, or, if compelling reasons exist for
finding that none of the foregoing optionsarein the best interest of the child
and the child is 16 years of age or older, whether the child should be placed
in another planned permanent living arrangement. The court shall order that
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a hearing be held pursuant to Section 366.26, unlessit determines by clear
and convincing evidence that there is a compelling reason for determining
that a hearing held pursuant to Section 366.26 is not in the best interest of
the child because the child is being returned to the home of the parent, the
childisnot aproper subject for adoption, or no oneiswilling to accept lega
guardianship as of the hearing date. If the county adoption agency, or the
department when it is acting as an adoption agency, has determined it is
unlikely that the child will be adopted or one of the conditions described in
paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 366.26 applies, that fact shall
constitute a compelling reason for purposes of this subdivision. Only upon
that determination may the court order that the child remain in foster care,
without holding ahearing pursuant to Section 366.26. The court shall make
factua findingsidentifying any barriersto achieving the permanent plan as
of the hearing date. The nonminor dependent’slegal statusasan adultisin
and of itself a compelling reason not to hold a hearing pursuant to Section
366.26.

(2) When the child is 16 years of age or older and in another planned
permanent living arrangement, the court shall do al of the following:

(A) Ask the child about their desired permanency outcome.

(B) Makeajudicial determination explaining why, as of the hearing date,
another planned permanent living arrangement is the best permanency plan
for the child.

(C) Statefor therecord the compelling reason or reasonswhy it continues
not to be in the best interest of the child to return home, be placed for
adoption, be placed for tribal customary adoption in the case of an Indian
child, be placed with alegal guardian, or be placed with a fit and willing
relative.

(3) When the child is 16 years of age or older and isin another planned
permanent living arrangement, the socia study prepared for the hearing
shall include a description of al of the following:

(A) Theintensive and ongoing efforts to return the child to the home of
the parent, place the child for adoption, or establish alegal guardianship,
as appropriate.

(B) The steps taken to do both of the following:

(i) Ensure that the child's care provider is following the reasonable and
prudent parent standard.

(ii) Determine whether the child has regular, ongoing opportunities to
engagein age or developmentally appropriate activities, including consulting
with the child about opportunities for the child to participate in those
activities.

(4) When the child isunder 16 years of age and has a permanent plan of
return home, adoption, legal guardianship, or placement with afit and willing
relative, the socia study shall include a description of any barriers to
achieving the permanent plan and the efforts made by the agency to address
those barriers.

(i) If, asauthorized by subdivision (h), the court orders a hearing pursuant
to Section 366.26, the court shall direct the agency supervising the child
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and the county adoption agency, or the State Department of Socia Services
when it is acting as an adoption agency, to prepare an assessment, as
provided for in subdivision (i) of Section 366.21 or subdivision (b) of Section
366.22. A hearing held pursuant to Section 366.26 shall be held no later
than 120 days from the date of the 12-month review at which it is ordered,
and at that hearing the court shall determine whether adoption, tribal
customary adoption, legal guardianship, placement with a fit and willing
relative, or, for achild 16 years of age or older, another planned permanent
living arrangement is the most appropriate plan for the child. On and after
January 1, 2012, a hearing pursuant to Section 366.26 shall not be ordered
if the child is anonminor dependent, unless the nonminor dependent is an
Indian child and tribal customary adoption isrecommended asthe permanent
plan. The court may order that a nonminor dependent who otherwise is
eligible pursuant to Section 11403 remain in a planned, permanent living
arrangement. At the request of the nonminor dependent who has an
established relationship with an adult determined to be the nonminor
dependent’s permanent connection, the court may order adoption of the
nonminor dependent pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section 366.31.

(i) The reviews conducted pursuant to subdivision (a) or (d) may be
conducted earlier than every six months if the court determines that an
earlier review isinthe best interests of the child or as court rules prescribe.

(k) On and after October 1, 2021, for reviews conducted pursuant to
subdivision (@) or (d) for the child whose placement in a short-term
residential therapeutic program has been reviewed and approved, and, on
and after July 1, 2022, for reviews conducted pursuant to subdivision (a) or
(d) for the child whose placement in a community treatment facility has
been reviewed and approved, pursuant to Section 361.22, the report prepared
for the review shall include evidence of al of the following:

(1) Ongoing assessment of the strengths and needs of the child continues
to support the determination that the needs of the child cannot be met by
family membersor in another family-based setting, placement in ashort-term
residential therapeutic program or community treatment facility, as
applicable, continues to provide the most effective and appropriate care
setting in the least restrictive environment, and the placement is consistent
with the short- and long-term mental and behavioral health goas and
permanency plan for the child.

(2) Documentation of the child's specific treatment or service needs that
will be met in the placement and the length of time the child is expected to
need the treatment or services. For aMedi-Cal beneficiary, the determination
of services and expected length of time for those services funded by
Medi-Cal shall be based upon medical necessity and on al other state and
federal Medi-Cal requirements, and shall bereflected in the documentation.

(3) Documentation of theintensive and ongoing efforts made by the child
welfare department, consistent with the child’s permanency plan, to prepare
the child to return home or to be placed with a fit and willing relative, a
legal guardian, an adoptive parent, in a resource family home or tribally
approved home, or in another appropriate family-based setting.
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SEC. 22. Section 366.31 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

366.31. (@) If areview hearing is the last review hearing to be held
before the child attains 18 years of age, the court shall ensure all of the
following:

(1) The child's case plan includes a plan for the child to satisfy one or
more of the participation conditions described in paragraphs (1) to (5),
inclusive, of subdivision (b) of Section 11403, so that the child is eligible
to remain in foster care as a nonminor dependent.

(2) The child has been informed of their right to seek termination of
dependency jurisdiction pursuant to Section 391, and understands the
potential benefits of continued dependency.

(3) The child is informed of their right to have dependency reinstated
pursuant to subdivision (€) of Section 388, and understands the potential
benefits of continued dependency.

(b) At thereview hearing that occursin the six-month period before the
child attains 18 years of age, and at every subsequent review hearing for
the nonminor dependent, as described in subdivision (v) of Section 11400,
the report shall describe al of the following:

(1) The child’sand nonminor dependent’s plans to remain in foster care
and plans to meet one or more of the participation conditions as described
in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (b) of Section 11403 to
continue to receive AFDC-FC benefits as a nonminor dependent.

(2) The efforts made and assistance provided to the child and nonminor
dependent by the socia worker or the probation officer so that the child and
nonminor dependent will be able to meet the participation conditions.

(3) Efforts toward completing the items described in paragraph (2) of
subdivision (e) of Section 391.

(4) On and after October 1, 2021, for a child or nonminor dependent
whose placement in a short-term residential therapeutic program has been
reviewed and approved, and, on and after July 1, 2022, for a child or
nonminor dependent whose placement in a community treatment facility
has been reviewed and approved, pursuant to Section 361.22, the report
prepared for the review shall include evidence of all of the following:

(A) Ongoing assessment of the strengths and needs of the child or
nonminor dependent continues to support the determination that the needs
of the child or nonminor dependent cannot be met by family members or
in another family-based setting, placement in a short-term residential
therapeutic program or community treatment facility, asapplicable, continues
to provide the most effective and appropriate care setting in the least
restrictive environment, and placement is consistent with the short- and
long-term mental and behavioral health goals and permanency plan for the
child or nonminor dependent.

(B) Documentation of the child or nonminor dependent’s specific
treatment or service needs that will be met in the placement and the length
of time the child or nonminor dependent is expected to need the treatment
or services. For a Medi-Cal beneficiary, the determination of services and
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expected length of time for those services funded by Medi-Cal shal be
based upon medical necessity and on all other state and federal Medi-Cal
requirements, and shall be reflected in the documentation.

(C) Documentation of the intensive and ongoing efforts made by the
child welfare department, consistent with the child or nonminor dependent’s
permanency plan, to prepare the child or nonminor dependent to return
home or to be placed with a fit and willing relative, a legal guardian, an
adoptive parent, in aresource family home, atribally approved home, or in
another appropriate family-based setting, or, in the case of a nonminor
dependent, in a supervised independent living setting.

(5) (A) For achild or nonminor dependent in high school who has been
under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for a year or longer, the
information in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (h) of
Section 366.1.

(B) (i) Whether the social worker or probation officer hasinformed the
minor or nonminor dependent of the information in paragraph (2) of
subdivision (h) of Section 366.1.

(ii) This paragraph does not affect any applicable confidentiality law.

(6) Whether the social worker or probation officer has, pursuant to the
requirements of paragraph (22) of subdivision (g) of Section 16501.1,
identified the person or persons who shall be responsible for assisting the
child or nonminor dependent with applicationsfor postsecondary education
and related financial aid, or that the child or nonminor dependent stated that
they do not want to pursue postsecondary education, including career or
technical education.

(c) The reviews conducted pursuant to this section for a nonminor
dependent shall be conducted in a manner that respects the nonminor’'s
status as a lega adult, focused on the goals and services described in the
youth'stransitional independent living case plan, asdescribed in subdivision
(y) of Section 11400, including efforts made to maintain connections with
caring and permanently committed adults, and attended, as appropriate, by
additional participants invited by the nonminor dependent.

(d) For anonminor dependent whose case planis continued court-ordered
family reunification services pursuant to Section 361.6, the court shall
consider whether the nonminor dependent may safely reside in the home
of the parent or guardian. If the nonminor cannot reside safely in the home
of the parent or guardian or if it is not in the nonminor dependent’s best
interest to reside in the home of the parent or guardian, the court must
consider whether to continue or terminate reunification services for the
parent or legal guardian.

(1) The review report shall include a discussion of al of the following:

(A) Whether foster care placement continues to be necessary and
appropriate.

(B) Thelikely date by which the nonminor dependent may reside safely
in the home of the parent or guardian or will achieve independence.

(C) Whether the parent or guardian and nonminor dependent were actively
involved in the development of the case plan.
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(D) Whether the social worker or probation officer has provided
reasonable services designed to aid the parent or guardian to overcome the
problemsthat led to theinitial removal of the nonminor dependent.

(E) The extent of progress the parents or guardian have made toward
aleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating placement in foster care.

(F) Whether the nonminor dependent and parent, parents, or guardian
are in agreement with the continuation of reunification services.

(G) Whether continued reunification services are in the best interest of
the nonminor dependent.

(H) Whether thereisasubstantial probability that the nonminor dependent
will be able to safely reside in the home of the parent or guardian by the
next review hearing date.

(I) The efforts to maintain the nonminor’s connections with caring and
permanently committed adults.

(J) Theagency’scompliance with the nonminor dependent’stransitional
independent living case plan, including efforts to finalize the nonminor’s
permanent plan and prepare the nonminor dependent for independence.

(K) The progress in providing the information and documents to the
nonminor dependent as described in Section 391.

(L) (i) For anonminor dependent in high school who has been under
thejurisdiction of the juvenile court for ayear or longer, the information in
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (h) of Section 366.1.

(ii) Whether the social worker or probation officer has informed the
nonminor dependent of the information in paragraph (2) of subdivision (h)
of Section 366.1.

(iii) This subparagraph does not affect any applicable confidentiality
law.

(M) Whether the social worker or probation officer has, pursuant to the
requirements of paragraph (22) of subdivision (g) of Section 16501.1,
identified the person or persons who shall be responsible for assisting the
child or nonminor dependent with applicationsfor postsecondary education
and related financial aid, or that the child or nonminor dependent stated that
they do not want to pursue postsecondary education including career or
technical education.

(2) The court shall inquire about the progress being made to provide a
permanent home for the nonminor, shall consider the safety of the nonminor
dependent, and shall determine all of the following:

(A) The continuing necessity for, and appropriateness of, the placement.
If the child or nonminor dependent is placed in a short-term residential
therapeutic program on or after October 1, 2021, or isplaced in acommunity
treatment facility on or after July 1, 2022, the court shall consider the
evidence and documentation submitted pursuant to paragraph (4) of
subdivision (b) in making this determination.

(B) Whether the agency has made reasonable efforts to maintain
relationships between the nonminor dependent and individuals who are
important to the nonminor dependent.
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(C) Theextent of the agency’s compliance with the case plan in making
reasonable efforts or, in the case of an Indian child, active efforts, as
described in Section 361.7, to create a safe home of the parent or guardian
for the nonminor to reside in or to complete whatever steps are necessary
to finalize the permanent placement of the nonminor dependent.

(D) Theextent of the agency’s compliance with the nonminor dependent’s
transitional independent living case plan, including efforts to finalize the
youth’s permanent plan and prepare the nonminor dependent for
independence.

(E) The adequacy of services provided to the parent or guardian and to
the nonminor dependent. The court shall consider the progressin providing
the information and documents to the nonminor dependent as described in
Section 391. The court shall also consider the need for, and progress in
providing, the assistance and services described in Section 391.

(F) The extent of progress the parents or legal guardians have made
toward alleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating placement in foster
care.

(G) Thelikely date by which the nonminor dependent may safely reside
in the home of the parent or guardian or, if the court is terminating
reunification services, thelikely date by which it isanticipated the nonminor
dependent will achieveindependence, or, for an Indian child, in consultation
with the child’s tribe, placed for tribal customary adoption.

(H) Whether the agency has made reasonable efforts as required in
subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 366 to
establish or maintain the nonminor dependent’s relationship with their
siblings who are under the juvenile court’s jurisdiction.

(I) The services needed to assist the nonminor dependent to make the
transition from foster care to successful adulthood.

(J) Whether or not reasonable efforts to make and finalize a permanent
placement for the nonminor dependent have been made.

(K) (i) If the nonminor dependent isin high school and has been under
the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for ayear or longer, whether the social
worker or probation officer has taken the actions described in subparagraph
(F) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 366.

(ii) On or before January 1, 2023, the Judicial Council shall amend and
adopt rules of court and devel op appropriate forms for the implementation
of this subparagraph.

(L) (i) Whether the social worker or probation officer has, pursuant to
the requirements of paragraph (22) of subdivision (g) of Section 16501.1,
identified the person or persons who shall be responsible for assisting the
child or nonminor dependent with applicationsfor postsecondary education
and related financial aid, or that the child or nonminor dependent stated that
they do not want to pursue postsecondary education, including career or
technical education.

(if) On or before January 1, 2023, the Judicia Council shall amend and
adopt rules of court and devel op appropriate forms for the implementation
of this subparagraph.
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(3) If the court determines that anonminor dependent may safely reside
in the home of the parent or former guardian, the court may order the
nonminor dependent to return to the family home. After the nonminor
dependent returns to the family home, the court may terminate jurisdiction
and proceed under applicable provisions of Section 391 or continue
jurisdiction as a nonminor under subdivision (a) of Section 303 and hold
hearings as follows:

(A) At every hearing for a nonminor dependent residing in the home of
the parent or guardian, the court shall set ahearing within six months of the
previous hearing. The court shall advise the parties of their right to be
present. At least 10 calendar days before the hearing, the social worker or
probation officer shall file a report with the court describing the services
offered to the family and the progress made by the family in eliminating
the conditions or factors requiring court supervision. Thereport shall address
all of the following:

(i) Whether the parent or guardian and the nonminor dependent were
actively involved in the development of the case plan.

(ii) Whether the social worker or probation officer has provided
reasonable services to eliminate the need for court supervision.

(iii) The progress of providing information and documents to the
nonminor dependent as described in Section 391.

(B) The court shall inquire about progress being made, shall consider
the safety of the nonminor dependent, and shall determine al of the
following:

(i) The continuing need for court supervision.

(ii) The extent of the agency’s compliance with the case plan in making
reasonable efforts to maintain a safe family home for the nonminor
dependent.

(C) If the court finds that court supervision is no longer necessary, the
court shall terminate jurisdiction under applicable provisions of Section
391.

(e) For anonminor dependent who is no longer receiving court-ordered
family reunification services and isin a permanent plan of another planned
permanent living arrangement, at the review hearing held every six months
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 366.3, the reviewing body shall inquire
about the progress being made to provide permanent connectionswith caring,
committed adults for the nonminor dependent, shall consider the safety of
the nonminor, shall consider the transitional independent living case plan,
and shall determine all of the following:

(1) The continuing necessity for, and appropriateness of, the placement.

(2) The continuing appropriateness and extent of compliance with the
permanent plan for the nonminor dependent, including efforts to identify
and maintain relationships with individuals who are important to the
nonminor dependent.

(3) Theextent of the agency’s compliance with the nonminor dependent’s
transitional independent living case plan, including whether or not reasonable
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efforts have been made to make and finalize the youth's permanent plan
and prepare the nonminor dependent for independence.

(4) Whether a prospective adoptive parent has been identified and
assessed as appropriate for the nonminor dependent’s adoption under this
section, whether the prospective adoptive parent has been informed about
the terms of the written negotiated adoption assistance agreement pursuant
to Section 16120, and whether adoption should be ordered as the nonminor
dependent’s permanent plan. If nonminor dependent adoption is ordered as
the nonminor dependent’s permanent plan, ahearing pursuant to subdivision
(f) shall be held within 60 days. When the court orders a hearing pursuant
to subdivision (f), it shall direct the agency to prepare a report that shall
include the provisions of paragraph (5) of subdivision (f).

(5) For the nonminor dependent who is an Indian child, whether, in
consultation with the nonminor’s tribe, the nonminor should be placed for
tribal customary adoption.

(6) The adequacy of services provided to the nonminor dependent. The
court shall consider the progressin providing the information and documents
to the nonminor dependent as described in Section 391. The court shall also
consider the need for, and progressin providing, the assistance and services
described in Section 391.

(7) The likely date by which it is anticipated the nonminor dependent
will achieve adoption or independence.

(8) Whether the agency has made reasonable efforts as required in
subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 366 to
establish or maintain the nonminor dependent’s relationship with their
siblings who are under the juvenile court’s jurisdiction.

(9) The services needed to assist the nonminor dependent to make the
transition from foster care to successful adulthood.

(10) When the hearing described in this subdivision is held pursuant to
paragraph (3) or (4) of subdivision (d) of Section 366.3, and the nonminor
dependent has a permanent plan of another planned permanent living
arrangement, the court shall do al of the following:

(A) Ask the nonminor dependent about their desired permanency
outcome.

(B) Makeajudicia determination explaining why, as of the hearing date,
another planned permanent living arrangement is the best permanency plan
for the nonminor dependent.

(C) Statefor therecord the compelling reason or reasonswhy it continues
not to be in the best interest of the nonminor dependent to return home, be
placed for adoption, be placed for tribal customary adoption in the case of
an Indian child, be placed with alegal guardian, or be placed with afit and
willing relative.

(11) (A) If thenonminor dependent isin high school and has been under
the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for ayear or longer, whether the social
worker or probation officer has taken the actions described in subparagraph
(F) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 366.
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(B) On or before January 1, 2023, the Judicial Council shall amend and
adopt rules of court and develop appropriate forms for the implementation
of this paragraph.

(12) (A) Whether the social worker or probation officer has, pursuant
to the requirements of paragraph (22) of subdivision (g) of Section 16501.1,
identified the person or persons who shall be responsible for assisting the
child or nonminor dependent with applicationsfor postsecondary education
and related financial aid, or that the child or nonminor dependent stated that
they do not want to pursue postsecondary education, including career or
technical education.

(B) On or before January 1, 2023, the Judicial Council shall amend and
adopt rules of court and devel op appropriate forms for the implementation
of this subparagraph.

(f) (1) At a hearing to consider a permanent plan of adoption for a
nonminor dependent, the court shall read and consider the report in paragraph
(5) and receive other evidence that the parties may present. A copy of the
executed negotiated agreement shall be attached to the report. If the court
finds pursuant to this section that nonminor dependent adoption is the
appropriate permanent plan, it shall make findings and orders to do the
following:

(A) Approvethe adoption agreement and declare the nonminor dependent
isthe adopted child of the adoptive parent, and that the nonminor dependent
and adoptive parents agree to assume toward each other the legal relationship
of parents and child and to have al of the rights and be subject to al of the
duties and responsibilities of that relationship.

(B) Declare that the birth parents of the nonminor dependent are, from
the time of the adoption, relieved of all parental duties toward, and
responsibility for, the adopted nonminor dependent and have no rights over
the adopted nonminor dependent.

(2) If the court finds that the nonminor dependent and the prospective
adoptive parent have mutually consented to the adoption, the court may
enter the adoption order after it determines all of the following:

(A) Whether the notice was given as required by law.

(B) Whether the nonminor dependent and prospective adoptive parent
are present for the hearing.

(C) Whether the court has read and considered the assessment prepared
by the social worker or probation officer.

(D) Whether the court considered the wishes of the nonminor dependent.

(E) If thenonminor dependent iseligible, the prospective adoptive parent
has signed the negotiated adoption assistance agreement pursuant to
subdivision (g) of Section 16120, and whether a copy of the executed
negotiated agreement is attached to the report.

(F) Whether the adoption isin the best interest of the nonminor dependent.

(3) If the court orders the establishment of the nonminor dependent
adoption, it shall dismiss dependency or transitional jurisdiction.

(4) If the court does not order the establishment of the nonminor
dependent adoption, the nonminor dependent shall remain in a planned
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permanent living arrangement subject to periodic review of the juvenile
court pursuant to this section.

(5) At least 10 calendar days before the hearing, the social worker or
probation officer shall file areport with the court and provide a copy of the
report to all parties. The report shall describe the following:

(A) Whether or not the nonminor dependent has any developmental
disability and whether the proposed adoptive parent is suitable to meet the
needs of the nonminor dependent.

(B) The length and nature of the relationship between the prospective
adoptive parent and the nonminor dependent, including whether the
prospective adoptive parent has been determined to have been established
as the nonminor’s permanent connection.

(C) Whether the nonminor dependent has been determined to be eligible
for the adoption assistance program and, if so, whether the prospective
adoptive parent has signed the negotiated adoption assistance agreement
pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section 16120.

(D) Whether acopy of the executed negotiated agreement is attached to
the report.

(E) Whether criminal background clearances were completed for the
prospective adoptive parent as required by Section 671(a)(20)(A) and
(a)(20)(C) of Title 42 of the United States Code.

(F) Whether the prospective adoptive parent who is married and not
legally separated from that spouse has the consent of the spouse, provided
that the spouse is capable of giving that consent.

(G) Whether the adoption of the nonminor dependent is in the best
interests of the nonminor dependent and the prospective adoptive parent.

(H) Whether the nonminor dependent and the prospective adoptive parent
have mutually consented to the adoption.

(6) The social worker or probation officer shall serve written notice of
the hearing in the manner and to the persons set forth in Section 295,
including the prospective adoptive parent or parents, except that notice to
the nonminor’s birth parents is not required.

(7) Nothing in this section shall prevent a nonminor dependent from
filing an adoption petition pursuant to Section 9300 of the Family Code.

(g9) Each licensed foster family agency shall submit reports for each
nonminor dependent in its care to the court concerning the continuing
appropriateness and extent of compliance with the nonminor dependent’s
permanent plan, the extent of compliance with the transitional independent
living case plan, and the type and adequacy of services provided to the
nonminor dependent. The report shall document that the nonminor has
received al the information and documentation described in paragraph (2)
of subdivision (€) of Section 391. If the court is considering terminating
dependency jurisdiction for anonminor dependent it shall first hold ahearing
pursuant to Section 391.

(h) When the nonminor dependent isin another planned permanent living
arrangement, the social study prepared for the hearing held under subdivision
(e) shall include a description of all of the following:
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(1) Theintensive and ongoing efforts to return the nonminor dependent
to the home of the parent, place the nonminor dependent for adoption, or
place the nonminor dependent with afit and willing rel ative, as appropriate.

(2) The steps taken to do both of the following:

(A) Ensurethat the nonminor dependent’s care provider isfollowing the
reasonable and prudent parent standard.

(B) Determine whether the nonminor dependent has regular, ongoing
opportunities to engage in age or developmentally appropriate activities,
including consulting with the nonminor dependent about opportunities for
the nonminor dependent to participate in those activities.

SEC. 23. Section 636 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is amended
to read:

636. (@) If it appears upon the hearing that the minor has violated an
order of thejuvenile court or has escaped from acommitment of thejuvenile
court or that it is a matter of immediate and urgent necessity for the
protection of the minor or reasonably necessary for the protection of the
person or property of another that the minor be detained or that the minor
islikely to flee to avoid the jurisdiction of the court, and that continuance
inthe homeis contrary to the minor’swelfare, the court may make its order
that the minor be detained in the juvenile hall or other suitable place
designated by the juvenile court for a period not to exceed 15 judicial days
and shall enter the order together with its findings of fact in support thereof
in the records of the court. The circumstances and gravity of the alleged
offense may be considered, in conjunction with other factors, to determine
whether it is a matter of immediate and urgent necessity for the protection
of theminor or the person or property of another that the minor be detained.
If aminor is a dependent of the court pursuant to Section 300, the court’s
decision to detain shall not be based on the minor’s status as a dependent
of the court or the child welfare services department’s inability to provide
aplacement for the minor.

(b) If the court finds that the criteria of Section 628.1 are applicable, the
court shall place the minor on home supervision for a period not to exceed
15 judicia days, and shall enter the order together with its findings of fact
in support thereof in the records of the court. If the court rel eases the minor
on home supervision, the court may continue, modify, or augment any
conditions of release previously imposed by the probation officer, or may
impose new conditions on a minor released for the first time. If there are
new or modified conditions, the minor shall be required to sign a written
promise to obey those conditions pursuant to Section 628.1.

(c) If the probation officer is recommending that the minor be detained,
the probation officer shall submit to the court documentation, as follows:

(1) Documentation that continuancein the homeis contrary to theminor’s
welfare shall be submitted to the court as part of the detention report prepared
pursuant to Section 635.

(2) Documentation that reasonable efforts were made to prevent or
eliminate the need for removal of the minor from the home and
documentation of the nature and results of the services provided shall be
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submitted to the court either as part of the detention report prepared pursuant
to Section 635, or as part of acase plan prepared pursuant to Section 636.1,
but in no case later than 60 days from the date of detention.

(d) Except as provided in subdivision (€), before detaining the minor,
the court shall determine whether continuance in the home is contrary to
the minor's welfare and whether there are available services that would
prevent the need for further detention. The court shall make that
determination on a case-by-case basis and shall make reference to the
documentation provided by the probation officer or other evidence relied
upon in reaching its decision.

(1) If the minor can be returned to the custody of the minor’s parent or
legal guardian at the detention hearing, through the provision of servicesto
prevent removal, the court shall release the minor to the physical custody
of the minor’'s parent or legal guardian and order that those services be
provided.

(2) If the minor cannot be returned to the custody of the minor’s parent
or legal guardian at the detention hearing, the court shall state the facts upon
which the detention is based. The court shall make the following findings
on the record and reference the probation officer’s report or other evidence
relied upon to make its setting determinations:

(A) Whether continuance in the home of the parent or legal guardian is
contrary to the minor’'s welfare.

(B) Whether reasonable efforts have been made to safely maintain the
minor in the home of the minor’s parent or legal guardian and to prevent or
eliminate the need for removal of the minor from the minor’s home. This
finding shall be made at the detention hearing if possible, but in no case
later than 60 days following the minor’s removal from the home.

(3) If the minor cannot be returned to the custody of the minor’s parent
or legal guardian at the detention hearing, the court shall make the following
orders:

(A) The probation officer shall provide services as soon as possible to
enable the minor’s parent or legal guardian to obtain any assistance as may
be needed to enable the parent or guardian to effectively provide the care
and control necessary for the minor to return to the home.

(B) The minor’s placement and care shall be the responsibility of the
probation department pending disposition or further order of the court.

(4) If thematter is set for rehearing pursuant to Section 637, or continued
pursuant to Section 638, or continued for any other reason, the court shall
find that the continuance of the minor in the parent’s or guardian’shomeis
contrary to the minor’'s welfare at the initial petition hearing or order the
release of the minor from custody.

(e) For aminor who is adependent of the court pursuant to Section 300,
the court’s decision to detain the minor shall not be based on afinding that
continuance in the minor’s current placement is contrary to the minor’s
welfare. If the court determines that continuance in the minor’s current
placement is contrary to the minor’s welfare, the court shall order the child
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welfare services department to place the minor in another licensed or
approved placement.

(f) For a placement made on or after October 1, 2021, each placement
of the minor in a short-term residential therapeutic program shall comply
with the requirements of Section 4096 and be reviewed by the court pursuant
to Section 727.12.

(g) For aplacement made on or after July 1, 2022, each placement of the
minor in acommunity treatment facility shall comply with the requirements
of Section 4096 and be reviewed by the court pursuant to Section 727.12.

(h) Whether the minor isreturned home or detained, the court shall order
the minor’s parent or guardian to cooperate with the probation officer in
obtai ning those services described in paragraph (1) of, or in subparagraph
(A) of paragraph (3) of, subdivision (d).

SEC. 24. Section 706.5 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

706.5. (@) If placement infoster careisrecommended by the probation
officer, or where the minor is aready in foster care placement or pending
placement pursuant to an earlier order, the social study prepared by the
probation officer that is received into evidence at disposition pursuant to
Section 706 shall include a case plan, as described in Section 706.6. If the
court elects to hold the first status review at the disposition hearing, the
socia study shall also include, but not be limited to, the factual material
described in subdivision (c).

(b) If placement in foster care is not recommended by the probation
officer prior to disposition, but the court orders foster care placement, the
court shall order the probation officer to prepare a case plan, as described
in Section 706.6, within 30 days of the placement order. The case plan shall
be filed with the court.

(c) At each status review hearing, the social study shall include, but not
be limited to, an updated case plan as described in Section 706.6 and the
following information:

(1) (A) The continuing necessity for and appropriateness of the
placement.

(B) On and after October 1, 2021, for the minor or nonminor dependent
whose placement in a short-term residential therapeutic program has been
reviewed and approved, and, on and after July 1, 2022, for the minor or
nonminor dependent whose placement in a community treatment facility
has been reviewed and approved, pursuant to Section 727.12, the social
study shall include evidence of each of the following:

(i) Ongoing assessment of the strengths and needs of the minor or
nonminor dependent continues to support the determination that the needs
of the minor or nonminor dependent cannot be met by family members or
in another family-based setting, placement in a short-term residential
therapeutic program or community trestment facility, as applicable, continues
to provide the most effective and appropriate level of care in the least
restrictive environment, and the placement is consistent with the short- and
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long-term mental and behavioral health goals and permanency plan for the
minor or nonminor dependent.

(it) Documentation of the minor or nonminor dependent’s specific
treatment or service needs that will be met in the placement, and the length
of time the minor or nonminor dependent is expected to need the treatment
or services. For a Medi-Cal beneficiary, the determination of services and
expected length of time for those services funded by Medi-Cal shal be
based upon medical necessity and on all other state and federal Medi-Cal
requirements, and shall be reflected in the documentation.

(iii) Documentation of the intensive and ongoing efforts made by the
probation department, consistent with the minor or nonminor dependent’s
permanency plan, to prepare the minor or nonminor dependent to return
home or to be placed with a fit and willing relative, a legal guardian, an
adoptive parent, in aresource family home, tribally approved home, or in
another appropriate family-based setting, or, in the case of a nonminor
dependent, in a supervised independent living setting.

(2) The extent of the probation department’s compliance with the case
plan in making reasonable efforts to safely return the minor to the minor’'s
home or to compl ete whatever steps are necessary to finalize the permanent
placement of the minor.

(3) The extent of progress that has been made by the minor and parent
or guardian toward alleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating
placement in foster care.

(4) If the first permanency planning hearing has not yet occurred, the
socid study shall includethelikely date by which the minor may be returned
to and safely maintained in the home or placed for adoption, appointed a
legal guardian, permanently placed with afit and willing relative, or referred
to another planned permanent living arrangement.

(5) Whether the minor has been or will bereferred to educationa services
and what services the minor is receiving, including specia education and
related services if the minor has exceptional needs as described in Part 30
(commencing with Section 56000) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Education
Code or accommodationsif the child has disabilities as described in Chapter
16 (commencing with Section 701) of Title 29 of the United States Code
Annotated. The probation officer or child advocate shall solicit comments
from the appropriate local education agency prior to completion of the social
study.

(6) If theparent or guardianisunwilling or unableto participatein making
an educational or developmental servicesdecision for their child, or if other
circumstances exist that compromise the ability of the parent or guardian
to make educational or developmental services decisions for the child, the
probation department shall consider whether the right of the parent or
guardian to make educational or developmental services decisions for the
minor should be limited. If the study makes that recommendation, it shall
identify whether there is a responsible adult available to make educational
or developmental services decisions for the minor pursuant to Section 726.
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(7) When the minor is 16 years of age or older and in another planned
permanent living arrangement, the social study shall include a description
of al of the following:

(A) The intensive and ongoing efforts to return the minor to the home
of the parent, place the minor for adoption, or establish alegal guardianship,
as appropriate.

(B) The steps taken to do both of the following:

(i) Ensurethat the minor’s care provider isfollowing the reasonable and
prudent parent standard.

(ii) Determine whether the minor has regular, ongoing opportunities to
engagein age or developmentally appropriate activities, including consulting
with the minor about opportunities for the minor to participate in the
activities.

(8) When the minor is under 16 years of age and has a permanent plan
of return home, adoption, legal guardianship, or placement with a fit and
willing relative, the social study shall include a description of any barriers
to achieving the permanent plan and the efforts made by the agency to
address those barriers.

(9) (A) Forachildwhois10yearsof ageor older and has been declared
award of the juvenile court pursuant to Section 601 or 602 for a year or
longer, the information in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision
(h) of Section 366.1.

(B) For achild who is 10 years of age or older, whether the probation
officer has informed the minor or nonminor dependent of the information
in paragraph (2) of subdivision (h) of Section 366.1.

(C) This paragraph does not affect any applicable confidentiality law.

(10) For a child who is 16 years of age or older or for a nonminor
dependent, whether the probation officer has, pursuant to the requirements
of paragraph (22) of subdivision (g) of Section 16501.1, identified the person
or persons who shall be responsible for assisting the child or nonminor
dependent with applicationsfor postsecondary education and related financial
aid, or that the child or nonminor dependent stated that they do not want to
pursue postsecondary education, including career or technical education.

(d) At each permanency planning hearing, the social study shall include,
but not be limited to, an updated case plan as described in Section 706.6,
the factual material described in subdivision (c) of this section, and a
recommended permanent plan for the minor.

SEC. 25. Section 706.6 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

706.6. (&) Services to minors are best provided in a framework that
integrates service planning and delivery among multiple service systems,
including the mental health system, using a team-based approach, such as
achild and family team. A child and family team bringstogether individuals
that engage with the child or youth and family in assessing, planning, and
delivering services. Use of ateam approach increases efficiency, and thus
reduces cost, by increasing coordination of formal services and integrating
the natural and informal supports available to the child or youth and family.
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(b) (1) For the purposes of this section, “child and family team” hasthe
same meaning as in paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) of Section 16501.

(2) In its development of the case plan, the probation agency shall
consider and document any recommendations of the child and family team,
as defined in paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) of Section 16501. The agency
shall document the rationale for any inconsistencies between the case plan
and the child and family team recommendations.

(c) A caseplan prepared asrequired by Section 706.5 shall be submitted
to the court. It shall either be attached to the social study or incorporated as
a separate section within the social study. The case plan shall include, but
not be limited to, the following information:

(1) A description of the circumstances that resulted in the minor being
placed under the supervision of the probation department and in foster care.

(2) Documentation of the preplacement assessment of the minor's and
family’s strengths and service needs showing that preventive services have
been provided, and that reasonabl e efforts to prevent out-of-home placement
have been made. The assessment shall include the type of placement best
equipped to meet those needs.

(3) (A) A description of the type of home or institution in which the
minor isto be placed, and the reasonsfor that placement decision, including
adiscussion of the safety and appropriateness of the placement, including
the recommendations of the child and family team, if available.

(B) Anappropriate placement isaplacement in theleast restrictive, most
family-like environment that promotes normal childhood experiences, in
closest proximity to the minor’s home, that meets the minor’s best interests
and special needs.

(d) Thefollowing shall apply:

(1) Theagency selecting aplacement shall consider, in order of priority:

(A) Placement with relatives, nonrelated extended family members, and
tribal members.

(B) Foster family homes and certified homes or resource families of
foster family agencies.

(C) Treatment and intensive treatment certified homes or resource families
of foster family agencies, or multidimensional treatment foster homes or
therapeutic foster care homes.

(D) Group care placementsin the following order:

(i) Short-term residential therapeutic programs.

(ii) Group homes vendored by aregiona center.

(iif) Community treatment facilities.

(iv) Out-of-state residential facilities as authorized by subdivision (b) of
Section 727.1.

(2) Although the placement options shall be consideredin the preferential
order specified in paragraph (1), the placement of a child may be with any
of these placement settings in order to ensure the selection of a safe
placement setting that is in the child's best interests and meets the child’'s
specia needs.
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(3 (A) A minor may be placed into acommunity care facility licensed
as a short-term residentia therapeutic program, as defined in subdivision
(ad) of Section 11400, provided the case plan indicates that the placement
is for the purposes of providing short-term, specialized, intensive, and
trauma-informed treatment for the minor, the case plan specifies the need
for, nature of, and anticipated duration of this treatment, and the case plan
includes transitioning the minor to a less restrictive environment and the
projected timeline by which the minor will betransitioned to alessrestrictive
environment.

(B) On and after October 1, 2021, within 30 days of the minor's
placement in ashort-term residential therapeutic program, and, on and after
July 1, 2022, within 30 days of the minor’s placement in a community
treatment facility, the case plan shall document all of the following:

(i) Thereasonableand good faith effort by the probation officer to identify
and include al required individuals in the child and family team.

(ii) All contact information for members of the child and family team,
as well as contact information for other relatives and nonrel ative extended
family members who are not part of the child and family team.

(iii) Evidence that meetings of the child and family team, including the
meetings rel ated to the determination required under Section 4096, are held
at atime and place convenient for the family.

(iv) If reunification is the goal, evidence that the parent from whom the
minor or nonminor dependent was removed provided input on the members
of the child and family team.

(v) Evidence that the determination required under Section 4096 was
conducted in conjunction with the child and family team.

(vi) The placement preferences of the minor or nonminor dependent and
the child and family team relative to the determination and, if the placement
preferences of the minor or nonminor dependent or the child and family
team are not the placement setting recommended by the qualified individual
conducting the determination, the reasons why the preferences of the team
or minor or nonminor dependent were not recommended.

(C) Following the court review required pursuant to Section 727.12, the
case plan shal document the court’s approval or disapproval of the
placement.

(D) When the minor or nonminor dependent has been placed in a
short-term residential therapeutic program or acommunity treatment facility
for more than 12 consecutive months or 18 nonconsecutive months, or, in
the case of aminor who has not attained 13 years of age, for more than six
consecutive or nonconsecutive months, the case plan shall include both of
the following:

(i) Documentation of the information submitted to the court pursuant to
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 706.5.

(ii) Documentation that the chief probation officer of the county probation
department, or their designee, has approved the continued placement of the
minor or nonminor dependent in the setting.
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(E) (i) Onand after October 1, 2021, prior to discharge from ashort-term
residential therapeutic program, and, on and after July 1, 2022, prior to
discharge from a community treatment facility, the case plan shall include
adescription of thetype of in-home or ingtitution-based servicesto encourage
the safety, stability, and appropriateness of the next placement, including
the recommendations of the child and family team, if available.

(ii) A plan, developed in collaboration with the short-term residential
therapeutic program or community treatment facility, as applicable, for the
provision of discharge planning and family-based aftercare support pursuant
to Section 4096.6.

(e) Effective January 1, 2010, a case plan shall ensure the educational
stability of the child while in foster care and shall include both of the
following:

(1) Assurancesthat the placement takesinto account the appropriateness
of the current educational setting and the proximity to the school in which
the child is enrolled at the time of placement.

(2) An assurance that the placement agency has coordinated with
appropriate local educational agencies to ensure that the child remains in
the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement, or, if
remaining in that school is not in the best interests of the child, assurances
by the placement agency and the local educational agency to provide
immediate and appropriate enrollment in a new school and to provide all
of the child’s educational records to the new school.

(f) Specific time-limited goals and related activities designed to enable
the safe return of the minor to the minor’s home, or in the event that return
tothe minor’'shomeisnot possible, activities designed to result in permanent
placement or emancipation. Specific responsibility for carrying out the
planned activities shall be assigned to one or more of the following:

(1) The probation department.

(2) The minor's parent or parents or legal guardian or guardians, as
applicable.

(3) The minor.

(4) Thefoster parents or licensed agency providing foster care.

(g) The projected date of completion of the case plan objectives and the
date services will be terminated.

(h) (1) Scheduled visits between the minor and the minor’s family and
an explanation if no visits are made.

(2) Whether the child has other siblings, and, if any siblings exist, all of
the following:

(A) The nature of the relationship between the child and the child's
siblings.

(B) The appropriateness of developing or maintaining the sibling
relationships pursuant to Section 16002.

(C) If the siblings are not placed together in the same home, why the
siblings are not placed together and what efforts are being made to place
the siblings together, or why those efforts are not appropriate.

(D) If the siblings are not placed together, al of the following:
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(i) The frequency and nature of the visits between the siblings.

(ii) If there are visits between the siblings, whether the visits are
supervised or unsupervised. If the visits are supervised, a discussion of the
reasons why the visits are supervised, and what needs to be accomplished
in order for the visits to be unsupervised.

(iii) If there are visits between the siblings, a description of the location
and length of the visits.

(iv) Any plan to increase visitation between the siblings.

(E) Theimpact of the sibling relationships on the child’s placement and
planning for legal permanence.

(F) The continuing need to suspend sibling interaction, if applicable,
pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 16002.

(3) The factors the court may consider in making a determination
regarding the nature of the child’s sibling relationships may include, but
are not limited to, whether the siblings were raised together in the same
home, whether the siblings have shared significant common experiences or
have existing close and strong bonds, whether either sibling expresses a
desire to visit or live with the child’s sibling, as applicable, and whether
ongoing contact isin the child’s best emotional interests.

(i) (1) When placement is made in a resource family home, short-term
residential therapeutic program, or other children’s residential facility that
is either asubstantia distance from the home of the minor’s parent or legal
guardian or out of state, the case plan shall specify the reasons why the
placement is the most appropriate and isin the best interest of the minor.

(2) When an out-of-state residential facility placement is recommended
or made, the case plan shall comply with Section 727.1 of this code and
Section 7911.1 of the Family Code. In addition, the case plan shall include
documentation that the county placing agency has satisfied Section 16010.9.
The case plan shall also address what in-state services or facilities were
used or considered and why they were not recommended.

(j) If applicable, efforts to make it possible to place siblings together,
unless it has been determined that placement together is not in the best
interest of one or more siblings.

(k) A schedule of visits between the minor and the probation officer,
including a monthly visitation schedule for those children placed in group
short-term residential therapeutic programs or out-of-state residential
facilities, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 7910 of the Family Code.

(I) Health and education information about the minor, school records,
immunizations, known medical problems, and any known medications the
minor may be taking, names and addresses of the minor's health and
educational providers; the minor’sgradelevel performance; assurancesthat
the minor’s placement in foster care takes into account proximity to the
school in which the minor was enrolled at the time of placement; and other
relevant health and educational information.

(m) When out-of-home services are used and the goal is reunification,
the case plan shall describe the services that were provided to prevent
removal of the minor from the home, those servicesto be provided to assist
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in reunification and the servicesto be provided concurrently to achievelegal
permanency if efforts to reunify fail.

(n) (1) The updated case plan prepared for a permanency planning
hearing shall include arecommendation for apermanent plan for the minor.
The identified permanent plan for a minor under 16 years of age shall be
return home, adoption, legal guardianship, or placement with afit and willing
relative. The case plan shall identify any barriers to achieving legal
permanence and the steps the agency will take to address those barriers.

(2) If, after considering reunification, adoptive placement, lega
guardianship, or permanent placement with a fit and willing relative the
probation officer recommends placement in a planned permanent living
arrangement for aminor 16 years of age or older, the case plan shall include
documentation of acompelling reason or reasonswhy termination of parental
rightsis not in the minor’s best interest. For purposes of this subdivision, a
“compelling reason” shall have the same meaning as in subdivision (c) of
Section 727.3. The case plan shall also identify the intensive and ongoing
efforts to return the minor to the home of the parent, place the minor for
adoption, establish a legal guardianship, or place the minor with a fit and
willing relative, as appropriate. Efforts shall include the use of technology,
including social media, to find biological family members of the minor.

(o) Each updated case plan shall include a description of the services
that have been provided to the minor under the plan and an evaluation of
the appropriateness and effectiveness of those services.

(p) A statement that the parent or legal guardian, and the minor have had
an opportunity to participate in the development of the case plan, to review
the case plan, to sign the case plan, and to receive a copy of the plan, or an
explanation about why the parent, legal guardian, or minor was not able to
participate or sign the case plan.

(q) For aminor in out-of-home care who is 16 years of age or older, a
written description of the programs and services, which will help the minor
prepare for the transition from foster care to successful adulthood.

SEC. 26. Section 727.12 of the Welfare and Institutions Codeis amended
to read:

727.12. () (1) For a placement made on and after October 1, 2021,
each placement of the minor or nonminor dependent in a short-term
residentia therapeutic program, including the initial placement and each
subsequent placement into a short-term residential therapeutic program,
shall be reviewed by the court within 45 days of the start of placement in
accordance with this section. In no event shall the court grant a continuance
pursuant to Section 682 that would cause the review to be completed more
than 60 days after the start of the placement.

(2) For aplacement made on and after July 1, 2022, each placement of
the minor or nonminor dependent in a community treatment facility,
including the initial placement and each subsequent placement into a
community treatment facility, shall be reviewed by the court within 45 days
of the start of placement in accordance with this section. In no event shall
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the court grant a continuance pursuant to Section 682 that would cause the
review to be completed more than 60 days after the start of the placement.

(b) (1) At any time after the decision to place a minor or nonminor
dependent into ashort-term residential therapeutic program or acommunity
treatment facility has been made, but no later than five calendar days
following each placement, the probation officer shall request the juvenile
court to schedule a hearing to review the placement.

(2) The probation officer shall serve a copy of the request on al parties
to the delinquency proceeding, the minor’s court-appointed specia advocate,
if applicable, and the minor’s tribe in the case of an Indian child to whom
subparagraph (E) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 224.1 applies.

(c) (1) The probation officer shall prepare and submit areport that shall
include all of the following:

(A) A copy of the assessment, determination, and documentation prepared
by the qualified individual pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section 4096.

(B) The case plan documentation required pursuant to subparagraph (B)
of paragraph (3) of subdivision (d) of Section 706.6.

(C) In the case of an Indian child, a statement regarding whether the
minor’stribe had an opportunity to confer regarding the departure from the
placement preferences described in Section 361.31, and the active efforts
made prior to placement in a short-term therapeutic program or community
treatment facility to satisfy subdivision (f) of Section 224.1.

(D) A statement regarding whether the minor or nonminor dependent or
any party to the proceeding, or minor’s tribe in the case of an Indian child
to whom subparagraph (E) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section
224.1 applies, objectsto the placement of the minor or nonminor dependent
in the short-term residential therapeutic program or community treatment
facility.

(2) The probation officer shall serve a copy of the report on all parties
to the proceeding no later than seven calendar days before the hearing.

(d) Within five calendar days of the request described in subdivision (b),
the court shall set a hearing to be held within 45 days after the start of the
placement and give notice of the hearing to all parties to the proceeding,
and the minor’s tribe in the case of an Indian child to whom subparagraph
(E) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 224.1 applies.

(e) Whenreviewing each placement of the minor or nonminor dependent
in a short-term residential therapeutic program or community treatment
facility, the court shall do all of the following:

(1) Consider the information specified in subdivision (c).

(2) Determine whether the needs of the minor or nonminor dependent
can be met through placement in afamily-based setting, or, if not, whether
placement in a short-term residentia therapeutic program or community
treatment facility, as applicable, providesthe most effective and appropriate
care setting for the minor or nonminor dependent in the least restrictive
environment. A shortage or lack of resource family homes shall not be an
acceptable reason for determining that the needs of the minor or nonminor
dependent cannot be met in a family-based setting.
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(3) Determinewhether the short-term residential therapeutic program or
community treatment facility level of care, as applicable, is consistent with
the short- and long-term mental and behavioral health goalsand permanency
plan for the minor or nonminor dependent.

(4) Inthecase of an Indian child, determine whether thereis good cause
to depart from the placement preferences set forth in Section 361.31.

(5) Approve or disapprove the placement.

(6) Makeafinding, either in writing or on the record, of the basisfor its
determinations pursuant to this subdivision.

(f) If the court disapproves the placement, the court shall order the
probation officer to transition the minor or nonminor dependent to a
placement setting that is consistent with the determinations made pursuant
to subdivision (e) within 30 days of the disapproval.

(g) Thissection doesnot prohibit the court from reviewing the placement
of a minor or nonminor dependent in a short-term residential therapeutic
program or community treatment facility pursuant to subdivision (a) at a
regularly scheduled hearing if that hearing is held within 60 days of the
placement and the information described in subdivision (¢) has been
presented to the court.

(h) (1) On or before October 1, 2021, for placements into a short-term
residential therapeutic program, the Judicial Council shall amend or adopt
rules of court and shall develop or amend appropriate forms, as necessary,
to implement this section, including developing a procedure to enable the
court to review the placement without a hearing.

(2) On or before October 1, 2022, for placements into a community
treatment facility, the Judicial Council shall amend or adopt rules of court
and shall develop or amend appropriate forms, as necessary, to implement
this section, including devel oping a procedure to enabl e the court to review
the placement without a hearing.

SEC. 27. Section 727.2 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Codeis amended
to read:

727.2. The purpose of this section is to provide a means to monitor the
safety and well-being of every minor in foster care who has been declared
award of the juvenile court pursuant to Section 601 or 602 and to ensure
that everything reasonably possible is done to facilitate the safe and early
return of the minor to the minor's home or to establish an alternative
permanent plan for the minor.

(a) If the court orders the care, custody, and control of the minor to be
under the supervision of the probation officer for placement pursuant to
subdivision (a) of Section 727, the juvenile court shall order the probation
department to ensure the provision of reunification servicesto facilitate the
safe return of the minor to the minor’s home or the permanent placement
of the minor, and to address the needs of the minor while in foster care,
except as provided in subdivision (b).

(b) (1) Reunification services need not be provided to a parent or legal
guardian if the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that one or
more of the following istrue:
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(A) Reunification services were previously terminated for that parent or
guardian, pursuant to Section 366.21, 366.22, or 366.25, or not offered,
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 361.5, in referenceto the same minor.

(B) The parent has been convicted of any of the following:

(i) Murder of another child of the parent.

(ii) Voluntary manslaughter of another child of the parent.

(iii) Aiding or abetting, attempting, conspiring, or soliciting to commit
that murder or manslaughter described in clause (i) or (ii).

(iv) A felony assault that resultsin serious bodily injury to the minor or
another child of the parent.

(C) The parental rights of the parent with respect to a sibling have been
terminated involuntarily, and it is not in the best interest of the minor to
reunify with the minor’s parent or legal guardian.

(2) If no reunification services are offered to the parent or guardian, the
permanency planning hearing, as described in Section 727.3, shall occur
within 30 days of the date of the hearing at which the decision is made not
to offer services.

(c) The status of every minor declared a ward and ordered to be placed
in foster care shall be reviewed by the court no less frequently than once
every six months. The six-month time periods shall be calculated from the
date the minor entered foster care, as defined in paragraph (4) of subdivision
(d) of Section 727.4. If the court so el ects, the court may declare the hearing
at which the court orders the care, custody, and control of the minor to be
under the supervision of the probation officer for foster care placement
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 727 at the first status review hearing.
It shall be the duty of the probation officer to prepare awritten social study
report pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 706.5, including an updated
case plan, as described in Section 706.6, and submit the report to the court
prior to each status review hearing, pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section
727.4. The socia study report shall include al reports the probation officer
relied upon in making their recommendations.

(d) Prior to any status review hearing involving a minor in the physical
custody of a community care facility or foster family agency, the facility
or agency may provide the probation officer with a report containing its
recommendations. Prior to any status review hearing involving the physical
custody of afoster parent, relative caregiver, preadoptive parent, or lega
guardian, that person may present to the court a report containing the
person’s recommendations. The court shall consider all reports and
recommendations filed pursuant to subdivision (c) and pursuant to this
subdivision.

(e) At any status review hearing prior to the first permanency planning
hearing, the court shall consider the safety of the minor and make findings
and orders which determine the following:

(1) The continuing necessity for and appropriateness of the placement.
If the minor or nonminor dependent is placed in a short-term residential
therapeutic program on or after October 1, 2021, or acommunity treatment
facility on or after July 1, 2022, the court shall consider the evidence and
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documentation submitted in the social study pursuant to subparagraph (B)
of paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 706.5 in making this
determination.

(2) The extent of the probation department’s compliance with the case
plan in making reasonable efforts, or in the case of a child 16 years of age
or older with another planned permanent living arrangement, the ongoing
and intensive efforts to safely return the minor to the minor’s home or to
complete whatever steps are necessary to finalize the permanent placement
of the minor.

(3) Whether there should be any limitation on the right of the parent or
guardian to make educational decisions for the minor. That limitation shall
be specifically addressed in the court order and may not exceed what is
necessary to protect the minor. If the court specificaly limits the right of
the parent or guardian to make educational decisionsfor the minor, the court
shall at the same time appoint a responsible adult to make educational
decisions for the minor pursuant to Section 726.

(4) The extent of progress that has been made by the minor and parent
or guardian toward alleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating
placement in foster care.

(5) The likely date by which the minor may be returned to and safely
maintained in the home or placed for adoption, appointed alegal guardian,
permanently placed with a fit and willing relative, or, if the minor is 16
years of age or older, referred to another planned permanent living
arrangement.

(6) (A) Inthecaseof aminor who hasreached 16 years of age, the court
shall, in addition, determine the services needed to assist the minor to make
the transition from foster care to successful adulthood.

(B) The court shall make these determinations on a case-by-case basis
and reference in its written findings the probation officer’s report and any
other evidence relied upon in reaching its decision.

(7) (A) For achild who is 10 years of age or older, is in junior high,
middle, or high school, and has been declared award of the juvenile court
pursuant to Section 601 or 602 for ayear or longer whether the probation
officer hastaken the actions described in subparagraph (F) of paragraph (1)
of subdivision (a) of Section 366.

(B) On or before January 1, 2023, the Judicial Council shall amend and
adopt rules of court and devel op appropriate forms for the implementation
of this paragraph.

(8) For a child who is 16 years of age or older or for a nonminor
dependent, whether the probation officer has, pursuant to the requirements
of paragraph (22) of subdivision (g) of Section 16501.1, identified the person
or persons who shall be responsible for assisting the child or nonminor
dependent with applicationsfor postsecondary education and related financial
aid, or that the child or nonminor dependent stated that they do not want to
pursue postsecondary education, including career or technical education.

(f) At any status review hearing prior to the first permanency hearing,
after considering the admissible and rel evant evidence, the court shall order
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return of the minor to the physical custody of the minor’s parent or legal
guardian unless the court finds, by a preponderance of evidence, that the
return of the minor to the minor’s parent or legal guardian would create a
substantial risk of detriment to the safety, protection, or physical or emotional
well-being of the minor. The probation department shall have the burden
of establishing that detriment. In making its determination, the court shall
review and consider the socia study report, recommendations, and the case
plan pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 706.5, the report and
recommendations of any child advocate appointed for the minor inthe case,
and any other reports submitted to the court pursuant to subdivision (d), and
shall consider the efforts or progress, or both, demonstrated by the minor
and family and the extent to which the minor availed themselves of the
services provided.

(g) At al status review hearings subsequent to the first permanency
planning hearing, the court shall consider the safety of the minor and make
the findings and orders as described in paragraphs (1) to (4), inclusive, and
(6) of subdivision (€). The court shall either make a finding that the
previously ordered permanent plan continuesto be appropriate or shall order
that anew permanent plan be adopted pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section
727.3. However, the court shall not order a permanent plan of “return to the
physical custody of the parent or legal guardian after further reunification
services are offered,” as described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of
Section 727.3.

(h) The status review hearings required by subdivision (¢) may be heard
by an administrative review panel, provided that the administrative panel
meets all of the requirementslisted in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (7) of
subdivision (d) of Section 727.4.

(i) (1) At any status review hearing at which a recommendation to
terminate delinquency jurisdictionisbeing considered, or at the statusreview
hearing held closest to the ward attaining 18 years of age, but no fewer than
90 days before the ward’s 18th birthday, the court shall consider whether
to modify its jurisdiction pursuant to Section 601 or 602 and assume
transition jurisdiction over the minor pursuant to Section 450. The probation
department shall address this issue in its report to the court and make a
recommendation as to whether transition jurisdiction is appropriate for the
minor.

(2) Thecourt shall order the probation department or the minor’s attorney
to submit an application to the child welfare services department pursuant
to Section 329 to declare the minor a dependent of the court and modify its
jurisdiction from delinquency to dependency jurisdiction if it finds both of
the following:

(A) The ward does not come within the description set forth in Section
450, but jurisdiction as award may no longer be required.

(B) Theward appearsto come within the description of Section 300 and
cannot be returned home safely.

(3) Thecourt shall set ahearing within 20 judicial days of the date of its
order issued pursuant to paragraph (2) to review the decision of the child

96



—91— Ch. 50

welfare services department and may either affirm the decision not to file
a petition pursuant to Section 300 or order the child welfare services
department to file a petition pursuant to Section 300.

(i) If areview hearing pursuant to this section is the last review hearing
to be held before the minor attains 18 years of age, the court shall ensure
that the minor’s transitional independent living case plan includes a plan
for the minor to meet one or more of the criteriain paragraphs (1) to (5),
inclusive, of subdivision (b) of Section 11403, so that the minor can become
anonminor dependent, and that the minor has been informed of the minor’s
right to decline to become a honminor dependent and to seek termination
of the court’s jurisdiction pursuant to Section 607.2.

SEC. 28. Section 2200 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

2200. (@) Commencing July 1, 2021, there isin the California Health
and Human Services Agency the Office of Youth and Community
Restoration.

(b) The office’s mission is to promote trauma responsive, culturaly
informed services for youth involved in the juvenile justice system that
support the youths successful transition into adulthood and help them
become responsible, thriving, and engaged members of their communities.

(c) Theoffice shall have the following responsibility and authority:

(1) Once data becomes available as a result of the plan developed to
Section 13015 of the Penal Code, develop a report on youth outcomes in
the juvenile justice system.

(2) ldentify policy recommendations for improved outcomes and
integrated programs and services to best support delinquent youth.

(3) Identify and disseminate best practices to help inform rehabilitative
and restorative youth practices, including education, diversion, re-entry,
religious and victims' services.

(4) Providetechnical assistance as requested to devel op and expand local
youth diversion opportunities to meet the varied needs of the delinquent
youth population, including but not limited to sex offender, substance abuse,
and mental health treatment.

(5) Report annually on the work of the Office of Youth and Community
Restoration.

(d) The office shall have an ombudsperson that has the authority to do
all of the following:

(1) Investigate complaints from youth.

(2) Decide, initsdiscretion, whether to investigate complaintsfrom youth
who are detained in the, or committed to, juvenile facilities, families, staff,
and others about harmful conditions or practices, violations of laws and
regulations governing facilities, and circumstances presenting an emergency
situation, or refer complaints to another body for investigation.

(3) Publishand provideregular reportsto the Legidature about complaints
received and subsequent findings and actions taken, pursuant to Section
2200.5.
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(4) Have access to, and review copies of, any record of alocal agency,
and contractorswith local agencies, except personnd recordslegally required
to bekept confidential. Accessto records shall bein accordance with existing
law and rules of court governing juvenile confidentiality and all other
applicablelaws. The ombudsperson shall be granted accessto records during
business hours with advance notice of aminimum of 48 hoursto the agency
in direct control of the records of the facility.

(5) Meet or communicate privately with any youth in ajuvenile facility
and premises within the control of a county or local agency, or a contractor
with a county or local agency. The ombudsperson shall provide forty-eight
hour advance notice to the agency in direct control of the facility to meet
with ayouth. Access shall be in accordance with existing law and rules of
court governing juvenile confidentiality and all other applicable laws.

(6) Disseminateinformation and providetraining and technical assistance
to youth who are involved in the juvenile justice system, social workers,
probation officers, tribal child welfare agencies, child welfare organizations,
children’s and youth advocacy groups, consumer and service provider
organizations, and other interested parties on the rights of youth involved
in the juvenilejustice system and the services provided by the ombudsperson.
The rights shall include rights set forth in federal and state law and
regulations for youth detained in or committed to juvenile justice facilities.
Theinformation shall include methods of contacting the ombudsperson and
notification that conversations with the office may be disclosed to other
persons, as hecessary to adequately investigate and resolve a complaint.

(7) Access, visit, and observe juvenile facilities and premises within the
control of a county, or local agency, or a contractor with a county, or local
agency, serving youth involved in the juvenile justice system. The
ombudsperson shall be granted accessto the facilities during business hours
with advance notice of aminimum of 48 hoursto the agency in direct control
of the facility.

(e) The Office of Youth and Community Restoration shall evaluate the
efficacy of local programs being utilized for realigned youth. No later than
July 1, 2025, the office shall report its findings to the Governor and the
Legislature.

(f) Juvenile grants shall not be awarded by the Board of State and
Community Corrections without the concurrence of the office. All juvenile
justice grant administration functionsin the Board of State and Community
Corrections shall be moved to the office no later than January 1, 2025.

SEC. 29. Section 2200.2 is added to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
to read:

2200.2. (a) If the office of the ombudsperson decides to investigate a
complaint, or refer a complaint to another body for investigation, pursuant
to paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 2200, the ombudsman shall
notify the complainant of the intention to investigate or refer the complaint.
If the ombudsperson declines to investigate a complaint or continue an
investigation, the ombudsperson shall notify the complainant of the reason.
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(b) The ombudsperson shall update the complainant on the progress of
the investigation and the attempts to resolve the complaint, and notify the
complainant of the final outcome. If appropriate, the office may also share
the outcome of any investigation performed by the office with the youth's
counsel.

(c) Except when there is a safety concern, the ombudsperson shall aso
notify the head of the agency against which a complaint was filed when it
refers the matter for an investigation.

(d) The ombudsperson may resolve complaints, when possible,
collaborating with facility administrators and staff to develop resolutions
that may include training.

(e) (1) Information obtained by the office from a complaint, regardless
of whether it is investigated by the office, referred to another entity for
investigation, or determined not to be the proper subject of an investigation,
shall remain confidential under relevant state and federal confidentiality
laws. Disclosure of information that is not confidential under state and
federal confidentiality laws shall occur only as necessary to carry out the
mission of the office, including as necessary to provide explanation and
support for the office’s recommendations for improving the youth and
community restoration system to the L egislature and state and local agencies
that provide services and supports to youth placed in delinquency settings.

(2) The ombudsperson shall maintain confidentiality with respect to the
identities of the complainants or witnesses coming before them, except
insofar as disclosure may be necessary to enable the ombudsperson to carry
out the duties of the office set forth in subdivisions (a) to (c), inclusive. The
ombudsperson may not disclose arecord that is confidential under relevant
state and federal confidentiality laws.

(f) Inorder to encourage candor during the ombudsperson’sinvestigation
of complaints made by, or on behalf of, detained youths and to facilitate the
ombudsperson’s ability to resolve complaints, both of the following shall

apply:

(1) The ombudsperson and their staff shall not be compelled to testify
or be deposed in ajudicial or administrative proceeding regarding matters
coming to their attention in the exercise of their official duties, except as
necessary to enforce or implement this chapter.

(2) The records of the ombudsperson and their staff, including notes,
drafts, and records obtained from an individual or agency during theintake,
review, or investigation of a complaint, and any reports not released to the
public shall not be subject to disclosure or production in response to a
subpoena or discovery inajudicia or administrative proceeding, except as
necessary to enforce or implement the provisions of this chapter.

SEC. 30. Section 2200.5 is added to the Welfare and Institutions Code,
to read:

2200.5. (a) Theombudsperson shall publish and provideregular reports
to the Legidature about al data collected over the course of the year,
including, but not limited to, contacts to the office, complaints received,
including the type and source of those complaints, investigations performed
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by the ombudsperson, the time to investigate and resolve complaints, the
number and types of complaints referred to other agencies, the trends and
issues that arose in the course of investigating complaints, pending
complaints, and subsequent findings and actions taken, and a summary of
the data received by the ombudsperson.

(b) The compiled data shall be posted so that it is available to the public
on the office’s existing internet website.

(c) Thereport shall comply with all confidentiality laws.

(d) Nothing shall preclude the ombudsperson fromissuing data, findings,
or reportsother than the annual compilation of datadescribed in thissection
or Section 2200.

SEC. 31. Section 2200.7 is added to the Welfare and Institutions Code,
to read:

2200.7. (a) Theofficeshall hirethe necessary personnel to perform the
functions of the ombudsperson. In hiring decisions, priority shall be given
to people who were formerly detained or committed to a juvenile justice
facility.

(b) When exercising theinvestigative, complaint resolution, and technical
assistance functions of the ombudsperson of the Office of Youth and
Community Restoration, the ombudsperson and their staff shall have all
immunities under Article 2 (commencing with Section 815) of Chapter 1
of Part 2 of Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the Government Code afforded to the
discharge of discretionary duties by public entities and their employees.

(c) If the ombudsperson believes, based on information received during
the exercise of their official duties, that there is a breach of duty or
misconduct by an employee of a state or local agency or their contractors
in the conduct of the employees’ official duties, the ombudsperson shall
refer the matter to the agency director or other responsible officer, and, if
the conduct would constitute a crime, to an appropriate law enforcement
body or agency.

SEC. 32. Section 4094 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

4094. (@) The State Department of Mental Health shall establish, by
regulations adopted at the earliest possible date, but no later than December
31, 1994, program standards for any facility licensed as a community
treatment facility. This section shall apply only to community treatment
facilities described in this subdivision.

(b) Commencing July 1, 2012, the State Department of Health Care
Services may adopt or amend regul ations pertaining to the program standards
for any facility licensed as a community treatment facility.

(c) A certification of complianceissued by the State Department of Health
Care Services shall be acondition of licensurefor the community treatment
facility by the State Department of Social Services. The department may,
upon the request of a county, delegate the certification and supervision of
acommunity treatment facility to the county department of mental health.

(d) The State Department of Health Care Services shall adopt regulations
to include, but not be limited to, the following:
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(1) Procedureshby which the Director of Health Care Servicesshall certify
that afacility requesting licensure asacommunity treatment facility pursuant
to Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 1500) of Division 2 of the Health
and Safety Code is in compliance with program standards established
pursuant to this section.

(2) Procedures by which the Director of Health Care Services shall deny
a certification to a facility or decertify a facility that is licensed as a
community treatment facility pursuant to Chapter 3 (commencing with
Section 1500) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code, but no longer
complying with program standards established pursuant to this section, in
accordance with Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 11500) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

(3) Provisions for site visits by the State Department of Heath Care
Servicesfor the purpose of reviewing afacility’s compliance with program
standards established pursuant to this section.

(4) Provisions for the community care licensing staff of the State
Department of Social Services to report to the State Department of Health
Care Services when there is reasonable cause to believe that a community
treatment facility is not in compliance with program standards established
pursuant to this section.

(5) Provisionsfor the State Department of Health Care Servicesto provide
consultation and documentation to the State Department of Social Services
in any administrative proceeding regarding denial, suspension, or revocation
of acommunity treatment facility license.

(e) The standards adopted by regulations pursuant to subdivisions (@)
and (b) shall include, but not be limited to, standards for treatment, staffing,
and for the use of psychotropic medication, discipline, and restraintsin the
facilities. The standards shall also meet the requirements of Section 4094.5.

(f) (1) A community treatment facility shall not be required by the State
Department of Health Care Servicesto have 24-hour onsite licensed nursing
staff, but shall retain at least one full-time, or full-time-equivalent, registered
nurse onsite if al of the following are applicable:

(A) Thefacility does not use mechanical restraint.

(B) The facility only admits children who have been assessed, at the
point of admission, by a licensed primary care provider and a licensed
psychiatrist, who have concluded, with respect to each child, that the child
does not require medical services that require 24-hour nursing coverage.
For purposes of this section, a “primary care provider” includes a person
defined in Section 14254, or anurse practitioner who has the responsibility
for providing initial and primary care to patients, for maintaining the
continuity of care, and for initiating referral for specialist care.

(C) Other medical or nursing staff shall be available on call to provide
appropriate services, when necessary, within one hour. In order for a
placement in a community treatment facility to be funded with federal Aid
to Families with Dependent Children-Foster Care on behalf of an eligible
child, the facility shall maintain registered or licensed nursing staff and
other licensed clinical staff who are onsite, according to the facility’s
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treatment model, and who are available 24 hours aday and 7 days a week.
If consistent with the facility's treatment model, a community treatment
facility may access the same nursing resources as those made available to
ashort-term residential therapeutic program pursuant to Section 4096.55.

(D) All direct care staff shall betrained in first aid and cardiopulmonary
resuscitation, and in emergency intervention techniques and methods
approved by the Community Care Licensing Divison of the State
Department of Social Services.

(2) The State Department of Health Care Services may adopt emergency
regulations as necessary to implement this subdivision. The adoption of
these regulations shall be deemed to be an emergency and necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and general
welfare. The regulations shall be exempt from review by the Office of
Administrative Law and shall become effective immediately upon filing
with the Secretary of State. The regulations shall not remain in effect more
than 180 days unless the adopting agency complies with al the provisions
of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3
of Title 2 of the Government Code, as required by subdivision (€) of Section
11346.1 of the Government Code.

(g) During the initial public comment period for the adoption of the
regulations required by this section, the community care facility licensing
regulations proposed by the State Department of Social Services and the
program standards proposed by the State Department of Health Care Services
shall be presented simultaneously.

(h) A minor shall be admitted to a community treatment facility only if
the requirements of Section 4094.5 of this code, Section 1530.9 of the Health
and Safety Code, and either of the following conditions are met:

(1) The minor is within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, and has
made voluntary application for mental health services pursuant to Section
6552.

(2) Informed consent isgiven by aparent, guardian, conservator, or other
person having custody of the minor.

(i) Any minor admitted to a community treatment facility shall have the
same due process rights afforded to aminor who may be admitted to astate
hospital, pursuant to the holding in In re Roger S. (1977) 19 Cal.3d 921.
Minors who are wards or dependents of the court and to whom this
subdivision applies shall be afforded due processin accordance with Section
6552 and related case law, including Inre Michael E. (1975) 15 Cal.3d 183.
Regulations adopted pursuant to Section 4094 shall specify the procedures
for ensuring these rights, including provisions for notification of rightsand
the time and place of hearings.

SEC. 33. Section 4094.2 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

4094.2. (a) Forthepurposeof establishing payment ratesfor community
treatment facility programs, the private nonprofit agencies selected to operate
these programs shall prepare abudget that coversthetotal costs of providing
residential care and supervision and mental health servicesfor their proposed
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programs. These costs shall include categories that are allowable under
California’'s Foster Care program and existing programs for mental health
services. They shall not include educational, nonmental health medical, and
dental costs.

(b) Each agency operating acommunity treatment facility program shall
negotiate afinal budget with the local mental health department in the county
inwhich itsfacility islocated (the host county) and other local agencies, as
appropriate. Thisbudget agreement shall specify the typesand level of care
and services to be provided by the community treatment facility program
and a payment rate that fully covers the costs included in the negotiated
budget. All counties that place children in a community treatment facility
program shall make payments using the budget agreement negotiated by
the community treatment facility provider and the host county.

(c) A foster carerate shall be established for each community treatment
facility program by the State Department of Social Services.

(1) These rates shall be established using the existing foster care
ratesetting system for group homes, or the rate for a short-term residential
therapeutic program, as defined in subdivision (ad) of Section 11400, with
modifications designed as necessary. It is anticipated that al community
treatment facility programswill offer thelevel of care and servicesrequired
to receive the highest foster care rate provided for under the current
ratesetting system.

(2) Except asotherwise provided in paragraph (3), commencing January
1, 2017, the program shall have accreditation from a nationally recognized
accrediting entity identified by the State Department of Social Services
pursuant to the process described in paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) of
Section 11462.

(3) With respect to aprogram that has been granted an extension pursuant
to the exception process described in subdivision (d) of Section 11462.04,
the requirement described in paragraph (2) shall apply to that program
commencing January 1, 2020.

(4) With respect to aprogram that has been granted an extension pursuant
to the exception process described in subdivision (€) of Section 11462.04,
the requirement described in paragraph (2) shall apply to that program
commencing January 1, 2021.

(5) Any community treatment facility shall be reclassified and paid at
the appropriate program rate for which it is qualified if it fails to timely
obtain or maintain accreditation as required by state law or failsto provide
proof of that accreditation to the State Department of Social Services upon
request.

(d) For the 200102 fiscal year, the 2002-03 fiscal year, the 2003-04
fiscal year, and the 2004-05 fiscal year, community treatment facility
programs shall also be paid a community treatment facility supplemental
rate of up to two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) per child per month
on behalf of children eligible under the foster care program and children
placed out of home pursuant to an individualized education program
developed under former Section 7572.5 of the Government Code. Subject
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totheavailability of funds, the supplemental rate shall be shared by the state
and the counties. Counties shall be responsible for paying a county share
of cost equal to 60 percent of the community treatment rate for children
placed by counties in community treatment facilities and the state shall be
responsiblefor 40 percent of the community treatment facility supplemental
rate. The community treatment facility supplemental rate is intended to
supplement, and not to supplant, the payments for which children placed in
community treatment facilities are eligible to receive under the foster care
program and the existing programs for mental health services.

(e) For initial ratesetting purposes for community treatment facility
funding, the cost of mental health services shall be determined by deducting
the foster care rate and the community treatment facility supplemental rate
from the total allowable cost of the community treatment facility program.
Paymentsto certified providersfor mental health services shall be based on
eligible services provided to children who are Medi-Cal beneficiaries, up
to the approved federal rate for these services.

(f) The State Department of Health Care Services shall provide the
community treatment facility supplemental ratesto the countiesfor advanced
payment to the community treatment facility providersin the same manner
as the regular foster care payment and within the same required payment
time limits.

(9) In order to facilitate the study of the costs of community treatment
facilities, licensed community treatment facilities shall provideall documents
regarding facility operations, treatment, and placements requested by the
department.

(h) Itistheintent of the Legidature that the State Department of Health
Care Services and the State Department of Social Serviceswork to maximize
federal financial participation in funding for children placed in community
treatment facilities through funds available pursuant to Titles I V-E and X1X
of thefederal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 670 et seq. and Sec. 1396
et seq.) and other appropriate federal programs.

(i) The State Department of Health Care Services and the State
Department of Social Services may adopt emergency regulations necessary
to implement joint protocols for the oversight of community treatment
facilities, to modify existing licensing regulations governing reporting
reguirements and other procedural and administrative mandatesto take into
account the seriousness and frequency of behaviors that are likely to be
exhibited by seriously emotionally disturbed children placed in community
treatment facility programs, to modify the existing foster care ratesetting
regulations, and to pay the community treatment facility supplemental rate.
The adoption of these regulations shall be deemed to be an emergency and
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and
safety, and genera welfare. The regulations shall become effective
immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. The regulations shall
not remain in effect more than 180 days unless the adopting agency complies
with all the provisions of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of
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Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code, as required by
subdivision (e) of Section 11346.1 of the Government Code.

SEC. 34. Section 4094.5 of the Welfare and I ngtitutions Codeis amended
to read:

4094.5. Regulationsfor community treatment facilities adopted pursuant
to Section 4094 shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(@) Only seriously emotionally disturbed children, as defined in Section
5699.2, either (1) for whom other lessrestrictive mental health interventions
have been tried, as documented in the case plan, or (2) who are currently
placed in an acute psychiatric hospital or state hospital or in afacility outside
the state for mental health treatment, and who may require periods of
containment to participate in, and benefit from, mental health treatment,
shall be placed in a community treatment facility. For purposes of this
subdivision, lesser restrictive interventions shall include, but are not limited
to, outpatient therapy, family counseling, case management, family
preservation efforts, specia education classes, or nonpublic schooling.

(b) A facility shall have the capacity to provide secure containment. For
purposes of this section, a facility or an area of afacility shall be defined
as secure if residents are not permitted to leave the premises of their own
volition. All or part of a facility, including its perimeter, but not a room
alone, may belocked or secure. If afacility uses perimeter fencing, all beds
within the perimeter shall be considered secure beds. All beds outside of a
locked or secure wing or facility shall be considered nonsecure beds.

(c) A locked or secure program in a facility shal not be used for
disciplinary purposes, but shall be used for the protection of the minor. It
may be used as a treatment modality for a child needing that level of care.
The use of the secure facility program shall be for as short a period as
possible, consistent with the child's case plan and safety. The department
shall develop regulations governing the oversight, review, and duration of
the use of secure beds.

(d) Fireclearance approval shall be obtained pursuant to Section 1531.2
of the Health and Safety Code.

(e) (1) Priortoadmission, any child admitted to acommunity treatment
facility shall have been certified as seriously emotionally disturbed, as
defined in Section 5699.2, by alicensed mental health professional.

(A) Exceptinthe case of placement on an emergency basis, as described
in subdivision (i) of Section 4096, any child who is a dependent or ward of
the juvenile court, isthe subject of a petition filed pursuant to Section 300,
has been detained pursuant to Section 636, or is voluntarily placed and the
placement isfunded by the Aid to Familieswith Dependent Children-Foster
Care program, shall, prior to admission, have been determined by a county
interagency placement committee to require placement in the community
treatment facility, as prescribed by subdivision (€) of Section 4096. A copy
of the interagency placement committee determination shall be provided to
the facility.

(B) Any child who is a dependent or ward of the juvenile court, is the
subject of apetition filed pursuant to Section 300, has been detained pursuant
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to Section 636, or is voluntarily placed and the placement is funded by the
Aid to Families with Dependent Children-Foster Care program, shall be
assessed by a qualified individual, as defined in subdivision (1) of Section
16501, pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section 4096, as needing the level of
care provided by a community treatment facility. The assessment by the
qualified individual shall occur prior to the child’s admission to the facility,
or, if delaying placement for the qualified individual’s assessment would
be contrary to the child’s well-being, within 30 days after the child began
physically residing in thefacility. A copy of the completed assessment shall
be provided to the facility.

(C) Federal financia participation under the Medi-Cal program shall
only be available if al state and federal requirements are met and the
treatment is medically necessary. Federal financial participation under the
Medi-Cal program shall not be claimed for medical assistance expenditures
relating to minors or nonminorsdetained in ajuvenilejusticefacility, unless
expressly permitted under the federal law, or approved under the CalAIM
Terms and Conditions as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 14184.101
or the approved terms and conditions of a successor waiver or demonstration
project.

(2) Any county cost associated with the certification and the determination
provided for in paragraph (1) may be billed as a utilization review expense.

SEC. 35. Section 4096 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

4096. (a) Thissection governsinteragency placement committeesrelated
to the placement of dependents and wards into short-term residential
therapeutic programs, as specified in Section 11462.01, in a community
treatment facility, as defined in paragraph (8) of subdivision (a) of Section
1502 of the Health and Safety Code, or in an out-of -state residential facility,
as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 7910 of the Family Code.

(1) Interagency collaboration and children’s program services shall be
structured in a manner that will facilitate implementation of the goals of
Part 4 (commencing with Section 5850) of Division 5 to develop protocols
outlining the roles and responsihilities of placing agencies and programs
regarding nonemergency placements of foster childrenin certified residential
therapeutic programs.

(2) Components shall be added to state-county performance contracts
required in Section 5650 that provide for reports from counties on how this
section is implemented.

(3) The State Department of Health Care Services shall develop
performance contract components required by paragraph (2).

(4) Performance contracts subject to this section shall document that the
procedures to be implemented in compliance with this section have been
approved by the county social services department and the county probation
department.

(b) Funds specified in subdivision (a) of Section 17601 for services to
wards of the court and dependent children of the court shall be allocated
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and distributed to counties based on the number of wards of the court and
dependent children of the court in the county.

(c) A county may utilizefundsallocated pursuant to subdivision (b) only
if the county has established an operational interagency placement committee
with amembership that includes at least the county placement agency and
alicensed mental health professional from the county department of mental
health. If necessary, the funds may be used for costs associated with
establishing the interagency placement committee.

(d) Funds allocated pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be used to provide
services to wards of the court and dependent children of the court jointly
identified by county mental health, socia services, and probation departments
asthe highest priority. Every effort shall be made to match those fundswith
funds received pursuant to Title XIX of the federal Social Security Act,
contained in Subchapter 19 (commencing with Section 1396) of Chapter 7
of Title 42 of the United States Code.

(e) (1) Eachinteragency placement committee shall establish procedures
whereby award of the court or dependent child of the court, achild who is
the subject of a petition filed pursuant to Section 300, a child detained
pursuant to Section 636, or a voluntarily placed child whose placement is
funded by the Aid to Familieswith Dependent Children-Foster Care program,
who is to be placed or is currently placed in a program, as specified in
subdivision (@), shall be determined to meet one of the following:

(A) The child or ward meets the medical necessity criteriafor Medi-Cal
speciaty mental health services, as the criteria are described in Section
1830.205 or 1830.210 of Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations.

(B) Thechild or ward is assessed as seriously emotionally disturbed, as
described in subdivision (a) of Section 5600.3.

(C) The child's or ward's individual behavioral or treatment needs can
only be met by the level of care provided in a program, as specified in
subdivision (a).

(2) The determination required by paragraph (1) shall do al of the
following:

(A) Ensurethat the care and services that the child needs, including any
care or service needs determined by the qualified individual assessment,
are provided by a program, as specified in subdivision (&), and include
documentation regarding how medically necessary Medi-Cal specialty
mental health serviceswill be providedinaprovisionally licensed program.

(B) Ensure that the requirements of subdivision (c) of Section 16514
have been met with respect to commonality of need.

(C) Consider the detailed history that shall be provided by the placing
agency outlining behavior that may pose athreat to the health or safety of
that child and the other children residing in the program and consider any
potential interference with the effectiveness of the care and services provided
to that child and the other children residing in the program, as specified in
subdivision ().
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(D) Describe additional safety measures and therapeutic interventions
needed to mitigate identified challenging behaviors or risksto the safety of
the child and other children in the facility.

(E) Present the determination to the placing agency within five business
days of the referral.

(3) This subdivision does not prohibit an interagency placement
committee from considering an assessment that was provided by alicensed
mental health professional, as described in subdivision (j), and that was
developed consistent with procedures established by the county pursuant
to paragraph (1).

(4) The State Department of Heath Care Services and the State
Department of Social Services shall develop a dispute resolution process
or utilize an existing dispute resolution process currently operated by each
department to jointly review a disputed interagency placement committee
determination made pursuant to this subdivision. The departments shall
report the developed or utilized dispute resol ution processto the appropriate
policy and fiscal committees of the Legisature no later than January 1,
2017, and shall track the number of disputes reported and resolved, and
provide that information to the Legislature annually as part of the State
Budget process. Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section
11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the
departments may issue guidance on the joint review process for dispute
resolution by written directive.

(f) Theinteragency placement committee shall document the results of
the determination required by subdivision (€) and shall notify the appropriate
provider in writing, of those results within 10 days of the completion of the
determination.

(9) (1) For aplacement in ashort-term therapeutic residential program,
a community treatment facility, as defined in paragraph (8) of subdivision
(a) of Section 1502 of the Health and Safety Code, or in an out-of-state
residential facility, asdefined by paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section
7910 of the Family Code, made on or after October 1, 2021, a qualified
individual, as defined pursuant to subdivision (I) of Section 16501, shall
conduct an assessment pursuant to this subdivision if the child is placed by
acounty child welfare or probation placing agency.

(2) (A) Unless the placement is an emergency placement pursuant to
paragraph (3) of subdivision (h) of Section 11462.01, the qualified individual
shall conduct an independent assessment and determination regarding the
needs of the child prior to placement in a short-term therapeutic residential
program, in acommunity treatment facility, or in an out-of-state residential
facility, as defined by paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 7910 of
the Family Code. In the event of an emergency placement, the qualified
individual shall conduct the independent assessment and determination
regarding the needs of the child within 30 days of the start of the placement.

(B) Inconnection with the activitiesrequired by the qualified individual,
placing agencies shall adopt, and all partiesto the child’s case shall utilize,
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the universal release of information identified by the State Department of
Socia Services and the State Department of Health Care Services.

(3) The assessment conducted by the qualified individual shall include,
at aminimum, all of the following:

(A) Engagement with the child and family team members and, in the
case of anIndian child, the Indian child’stribe, in conducting the assessment.

(B) An assessment of the strengths and needs of the child or nonminor
dependent, using an age-appropriate, evidence-based, validated, functional
assessment tool and methodology approved by the State Department of
Social Services and the State Department of Health Care Services. If the
authorized assessment tool has already been completed as part of the child
and family team within two months of the referral to aqualified individual,
the qualified individual may utilize or update those results at the discretion
of the qualified individual. I the assessment tool was completed more than
two months before the referral to a qualified individual, the qualified
individual shall update those results.

(C) Theidentification of the child-specific short- and long-term mental
and behavioral health goals and treatment needs of the child.

(D) In the case of an Indian child, the qualified individual’s efforts to
consult with the child’s tribe. The qualified individual shall consult and
confer with a representative of the child's tribe or, at the direction of the
tribal representative, the qualified expert witness, as described in Section
224.6. Such consultation shall include, but not be limited to, determination
of the socia and cultural standards of the Indian child'stribe.

(4) Thequalifiedindividua shall determine and document thefollowing
inwriting:

(A) Whether the assessed needs of the child or nonminor dependent can
be met with family members, in atribally approved home in the case of an
Indian child, or in another family-based setting.

(B) If thechild or nonminor dependent’s needs cannot be met with family
members, in atribally approved home in the case of an Indian child, or in
another family-based setting, al of the following:

(i) Why the needs of the child cannot be met with family members of
the child or in another family-based setting identified by the placing agency,
or in atribally approved homein the case of an Indian child.

(i) Why a short-term residential therapeutic program, or, where
applicable, a community treatment facility, as defined in paragraph (8) of
subdivision (a) of Section 1502 of the Hedth and Safety Code, or an
out-of-state residential facility, as defined by paragraph (2) of subdivision
(b) of Section 7910 of the Family Code, is the setting that will provide the
child with the most effective and appropriate level of care in the least
restrictive environment.

(iii) How a short-term residential therapeutic program intervention, or,
where applicable, the program intervention of acommunity treatment facility
or an out-of-state residential facility, as defined by paragraph (2) of
subdivision (b) of Section 7910 of the Family Code, is consistent with the
short- and long-term goalsfor the child, as specified in the permanency plan
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for the child, and for an Indian child, will meet the child’s needs consistent
with the prevailing social and cultural conditions and way of life of the
Indian child'stribe.

(iv) The mental and behavioral health interventions and treatment that
the program will implement to improve functioning and well-being and, for
an Indian child, how the interventions and treatment will be conducted in
amanner consistent with the prevailing social and cultura conditions and
way of life of the Indian child’s tribe.

(v) Any known multiagency care coordination needs that should be
planned for during discharge and aftercare planning, as devel oped pursuant
to Section 4096.6, upon the child's transition to a family-based setting.

(C) Theengagement with the child and family team membersand, inthe
case of an Indian child, the Indian child'stribe.

(5) Theassessment of the qualified individual doesnot replace or replicate
existing case planning or case management activities, roles, and
responsibilities of the county placing agency caseworker in preparation of
the child’s case plan pursuant to Section 16501.1 or requirements of the
interagency placement committee established pursuant to this section.

(6) The qudified individual shall provide the assessment required by
paragraph (3) and the report required by paragraph (4) to the county placing
agency and the short-term residential therapeutic program, or, where
applicable, the community treatment facility, as defined in paragraph (8) of
subdivision (@) of Section 1502 of the Health and Safety Code, or the
out-of-state residential facility, as defined by paragraph (2) of subdivision
(b) of Section 7910 of the Family Code, in which the child or nonminor
dependent is or will be placed.

(7) Itistheintent of the Legislature that the assessments of a qualified
individua provided pursuant to this subdivision are provided as specialty
mental health services, whenever possible, consistent with al state and
federal Medicaid requirements.

(8) For purposes of subparagraph (K) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a)
of Section 827, aqualified individua shall be considered a member of the
child’'s multidisciplinary team.

(h) (1) The State Department of Social Servicesand the State Department
of Health Care Services shall issuejoint guidance that shall include, but not
be limited to, al of the following:

(A) The statewide standards and approval requirements for qualified
individuals, as defined in subdivision (1) of Section 16501.

(B) The requirements for referrals to, and the assessment conducted by,
the qualified individual pursuant to subdivision (g).

(C) Documentation requirements necessary to meet state and federal
child welfare requirements and documentation requirements for Medi-Cal
speciaty mental health activities conducted by the qualified individual.

(D) Theapplicablestate and federal privacy and confidentiality laws that
permit or limit the dissemination of the assessment of the qualified individual
developed pursuant to subdivision (g).
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(2) The guidance issued pursuant to this subdivision shall be issued on
or before July 31, 2021.

(i) Nothing inthissection shall beinterpreted to prevent acounty placing
agency from making a placement in a short-term residential therapeutic
program or a community treatment facility on an emergency basis, as
permitted pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 11462.01, prior to the
determination by the interagency placement committee pursuant to this
section.

() If thechild’sor youth's placement is not funded by the Aid to Families
with Dependent Children-Foster Care program a licensed mental health
professional, or an otherwise recognized provider of mental health services,
shall certify that the child has been assessed as meeting the medical necessity
criteriafor Medi-Cal specialty mental health Early and Periodic Screening,
Diagnosis, and Treatment services, as the criteria are described in Section
1830.210 of Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations, or assessed as
seriously emotionally disturbed, as described in subdivision (@) of Section
5600.3. A “licensed mental health professiona” includesaphysician licensed
under Section 2050 of the Business and Professions Code, a licensed
psychologist within the meaning of subdivision (@) of Section 2902 of the
Business and Professions Code, alicensed clinical socia worker within the
meaning of subdivision (a) of Section 4996 of the Business and Professions
Code, a licensed marriage and family therapist within the meaning of
subdivision (b) of Section 4980 of the Business and Professions Code, or a
licensed professional clinical counselor within the meaning of subdivision
(e) of Section 4999.12.

(k) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, contracts awarded by the State
Department of Socia Services for purposes of this section shall be exempt
from the personal services contracting requirements of Article 4
(commencing with Section 19130) of Chapter 5 of Part 2 of Division 5 of
Title 2 of the Government Code.

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, contracts awarded by the State
Department of Social Services for purposes of this section shall be exempt
from the Public Contract Code and the State Contracting Manual, and shall
not be subject to the approval of the Department of General Services.

SEC. 36. Section 4096.6 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

4096.6. (&) For the purpose of this section, “family-based aftercare
services’ means an array of integrated services and supports that meets al
of the following specifications:

(1) Are provided to or on behalf of a child for at least six months
postdischarge from a short-term residential therapeutic program, a
community treatment facility, or an out-of -state residential facility, as defined
by paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 7910 of the Family Code.
Federal financial participation under the Medi-Cal program shall only be
available if al state and federal requirements are met and the service is
medically necessary, regardless of the six months postdi scharge requirement.
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(2) Are family-based and implemented as part of an individualized,
child-specific transition plan in a manner that supports the child's
permanency plan and incorporates the recommendations of the qualified
individual.

(3) Nolater than October 1, 2022, meet the standards established pursuant
to subdivision (c).

(b) (1) Onand after October 1, 2021, each county child welfare agency,
probation department, and mental health plan, in consultation with thelocal
interagency leadership team established pursuant to Section 16521.6, shall
jointly provide, arrange for, or ensure the provision of, at least six months
of aftercare services for youth in the placement and care responsibility of
the county child welfare or county probation agency who are discharged
from a short-term residential therapeutic program, or from an out-of -state
residential facility, asdefined by paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section
7910 of the Family Code, to a family-based setting. Federa financial
participation under the Medi-Cal program shall only be availableif al state
and federal requirements are met and the service is medically necessary,
regardless of the six months postdischarge reguirement.

(2) Onand after July 1, 2022, each county child welfare agency, probation
department, and mental health plan, in consultation with thelocal interagency
leadership team established pursuant to Section 16521.6, shal jointly
provide, arrange for, or ensure the provision of, at least six months of
aftercare services for youth in the placement and care responsibility of the
county child welfare or county probation agency who are discharged from
acommunity treatment facility, as defined in subparagraph (A) of paragraph
(8) of subdivision (a) of Section 1502 of the Health and Safety Code, to a
family-based setting. Federal financial participation under the Medi-Cal
program shall only be availableif all state and federal requirements are met
and the service is medically necessary, regardless of the six months
postdischarge requirement.

(3) Nolater than October 1, 2021, county agencies shall leverage existing
wraparound programs and other resourcesto provide at least six months of
family-based aftercare services, while planning and incrementally
implementing the standards established pursuant to subdivision (c).

(4) No later than October 1, 2023, or 12 months from the date the
department issues written policy guidance regarding subdivision (c),
whichever occurs later, county agencies shall jointly provide, arrange for,
or ensure the provision of, at least 6 months of family-based aftercare
services consistent with the minimum requirements established pursuant to
subdivision (c).

(©) (1) TheState Department of Socia Servicesand the State Department
of Health Care Services shall establish, through regulation, statewide
minimum standards for family-based aftercare services. Minimum standards
shall be informed by stakeholder advisory groups convened by the State
Department of Social Services and the State Department of Health Care
Services and shall require, but shall not be limited to, all of the following:
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(A) The use of a Cdlifornia high-fidelity wraparound model, approved
by the State Department of Social Servicesand consistent with the California
Wraparound Standards and Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 18250)
of Part 6 of Division 9, for aftercare services.

(B) A process through which a provider shall be certified to provide
family-based aftercare services.

(C) Guidelines for ensuring each child, minor, or nonminor dependent
discharged from a short-term residential therapeutic program, acommunity
treatment facility, or an out-of-state residential facility, as defined by
paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 7910 of the Family Code, to
family-based care is provided aftercare services pursuant to this section,
including process guidance for circumstancesin which children, minors, or
nonminor dependents reside outside the county of jurisdiction.

(D) Workforce development, training, and curriculum requirements.

(E) Funding planning, which shall include, but not be limited to, controls
and documentation to ensure that federal financial participation under the
Medi-Cal program isonly claimed if al state and federal requirements are
met and the service is medically necessary.

(F) Data collection and outcome measures.

(2) Nolater than August 1, 2021, the State Department of Social Services,
in partnership with the State Department of Health Care Services and in
consultation with the County Behavioral Health Directors Association of
Cdlifornia, the County Welfare Directors Association of California, Chief
Probation Officers of California, tribes, child welfare advocates, providers,
current or former foster children or youth, caregivers, and other interested
stakeholders, shall issue guidance necessary to implement this section.

(d) Each county shall submit a plan to the State Department of Social
Services and the State Department of Health Care Servicesfor the provision
of family-based aftercare services as follows:

(1) No later than October 1, 2021, each county shall submit a plan for
the provision of family-based aftercare servicesin compliance with paragraph
(3) of subdivision (b), including, but not limited to, how existing programs
and resources will be leveraged to provide interim aftercare services until
full implementation of subdivision (c).

(2) No later than October 1, 2023, or 12 months from the date the
department issues written policy guidance regarding subdivision (c),
whichever occurs later, each county shall update and submit its plan for the
provision of family-based aftercare services in compliance with the
requirements of paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) and consistent with the
standards established pursuant to subdivision (c) and shall submit updates
to the departments based on any modificationsto itslocal plan.

(3) The State Department of Social Services and the State Department
of Health Care Services, or its designee, shall jointly review and approve
county plans and updates to plans for family-based aftercare services.

(4) A county participating in an individualized or wraparound services
program shall submit the plan for family-based aftercare services as a part
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of the plan developed pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section
18250) of Part 6 of Division 9.

(e) For this section, federal financial participation under the Medi-Cal
program shall only be availableif all state and federal requirements are met
and the service is medically necessary, regardless of the six-month
postdischarge requirement.

(f) The State Department of Health Care Services may issue guidance
on the conditions under which federal financia participation is available
for Medi-Cal servicesthat intersect with the implementation of this section.
Medi-Cal services shall only be claimed to the extent that any necessary
federal approvals are obtained and medical assistance federa financial
participation isavailable and is not otherwise jeopardized. Notwithstanding
Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of
Title 2 of the Government Code, the State Department of Health Care
Services may implement, interpret, or make specific this section concerning
the provision of Medi-Cal services by means of plan or al-county letters,
information notices, plan or provider bulletins, or other similar instructions,
without taking any further regulatory action.

(9) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, contracts awarded by the State
Department of Social Services for purposes of this section shall be exempt
from the persona services contracting requirements of Article 4
(commencing with Section 19130) of Chapter 5 of Part 2 of Division 5 of
Title 2 of the Government Code.

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, contracts awarded by the State
Department of Social Services for purposes of this section shall be exempt
from the Public Contract Code and the State Contracting Manual and shall
not be subject to the review or approval of the Department of General
Services.

(3) Thissubdivision shall become inoperative on July 1, 2025, unless a
later enacted statute, that becomes operative on or before July 1, 2025,
deletes or extends the date on which this subdivision becomes inoperative.

SEC. 37. Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 4362) of Part 3 of
Division 4 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is repealed.

SEC. 38. Section 8151.5 is added to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
to read:

8151.5. This chapter shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2024,
and as of that date is repealed.

SEC. 39. Article5 (commencing with Section 9156) isadded to Chapter
2 of Division 8.5 of the Welfare and Intitutions Code, to read:

Article5. ComprehensiveAct for Familiesand Caregivers of Cognitively
Impaired Adults

9156. The Legidature finds al of the following:
(&) AcrossCdifornia, approximately 4,500,000 family caregivers support
adult loved oneswho seek to remain at home and avoid institutionalization.
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Of these, more than 1,100,000 family caregivers are caring for someone
with Alzheimer’s disease or related dementia, usually with little support or
training.

(b) Caringfor aloved one with acognitive disorder or another disabling
condition can be very chalenging, causing financial pressure, heath
problems, and emotional distress.

(c) The California Caregiver Resource Centers (CRCs) provide services
to family caregivers of adults affected by chronic and debilitating health
conditions, including dementia, Alzheimer's disease, cerebrovascular
diseases, degenerative diseases such as Parkinson's disease, Huntington’'s
disease and multiple sclerosis, or traumatic brain injury, among others.

(d) Cdlifornias CRC system supports caregivers in their critica and
increasingly complex roles through assessment, care planning, direct care
sKkills, wellness programs, respite services, and legal or financial consultation.
These supports are important in helping caregivers navigate the complex
health and social needs of loved ones.

(e) The CRC network isvital to supporting California’s 4,500,000 diverse
caregivers, which will only continue to grow as the state’s popul ation ages.

(f) Thestateshall support family caregiversby funding and implementing
the California CRCs.

9157. Asused in this chapter:

(@) “Caregiver” means any unpaid family member or individual who
assumes responsibility for the care of a cognitively impaired adult with
chronic and debilitating health conditions, including dementia, Alzheimer’s
disease, cerebrovascular diseases such as stroke or aneurysm, degenerative
diseases such as Parkinson’s disease, Huntington's disease, and multiple
sclerosis, or traumatic brain injury.

(b) “Cognitiveimpairment” means significant destruction of braintissue
with resultant loss of brain function. Examples of causes of theimpairments
include dementia, Alzheimer’s disease, cerebrovascular diseases such as
stroke or aneurysm, degenerative diseases such as Parkinson's disease,
Huntington’s disease, and multiple sclerosis, or traumatic brain injury.

(c) “Cognitively impaired adult” means a person whose cognitive
impairment has occurred on or after 18 years of age.

(d) “CRC” means a caregiver resource center.

(e) “Department” means the California Department of Aging.

(f) “Family member” means any relative, partner, or court-appointed
guardian or conservator who is responsible for the care of a cognitively
impaired adult.

(9) “Respitecare” means substitute care or supervision in support of the
caregiver for the purposes of providing relief from the stresses of providing
constant care and so as to enable the caregiver to pursue a normal routine
and responsibilities. Respite care may be provided in the home or in an
out-of-home setting, such as adult daycare centers or short-term placements
in licensed residential care, skilled nursing, or inpatient facilities.

9158. The department shall administer this chapter and establish
standards and procedures as the director deems necessary in carrying out
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the provisions of this chapter. The standards and procedures are not required
to be adopted as regulations pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act
(Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of
Title 2 of the Government Code).

9159. (@) The department shall do all of the following:

(1) Maintain or enter into contracts directly with nonprofit CRCs to
provide direct services to caregivers throughout the state in the existing
geographic service areas.

(2) Requirethe CRCsto maintain a CRC Operations Manual that defines
CRC services and procedures and identifies CRC duties and responsibilities.

(b) The department may enter into any contracts under this chapter on a
bid or noncompetitive bid basis. These contracts shall be exempt from Part
2 (commencing with Section 10100) of Division 2 of the Public Contract
Code.

9160. (a) Agenciesdesignated as CRCsby the department shall include
intheir governing or advisory boards, or both, asrequired by the department,
personswho are representative of the ethnic and socioeconomic demographic
of the area served and reflective of the client groups served in the geographic
area.

(b) Criteriato beused in selecting CRCsshall include, but not be limited
to, the following:

(1) Fiscal stability and sound financial management, including the
capability of successful fundraising.

(2) Ability to obtain community support for designation asaCRC within
the existing statewide regions recommended by the department.

(3) Ability to carry out the functions specified in Section 9161,
particularly in delivering necessary programs and services to caregivers
taking care of cognitively impaired adults, as defined in subdivision (c) of
Section 9157.

9161. (a) TheCRCsshall deliver servicesto and advocatefor caregivers
of cognitively impaired adults, as established in the CRC Operations Manual .

(b) Theseservicesshall include, but not belimitedto, all of thefollowing:

(1) Speciaized and accessible information on chronic and disabling
conditions and diseases, aging, caregiving issues, and community resources.

(2) Family consultation. Professional staff shall work with families and
caregivers to provide support, alleviate stress, examine options, and enable
them to make decisions related to the care of cognitively impaired adults.
Clinical staff shall provide an assessment of caregiver needs, short- and
long-term care planning, and ongoing consultation.

(3) Respite care. The CRCs shall arrange respite services to relieve
caregivers of the stress of constant care.

(4) Short-term counseling. The CRCsshall provide short-term individual
or group counseling sessions to caregivers seeking emotional support, skill
development, and strategies to better cope with their caregiving situation.

(5) Support groups. The CRCs shall offer support groups that enable
caregiversto share experiences and ideasto ease the stress of their caregiving
role.
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(6) Legal and financial consultation, including professional legal
assistance or referrals to professional legal assistance, that can help
caregivers with a variety of issues, including estate planning, trusts, wills,
conservatorships, and durable powers of attorney.

(7) Education and training. The CRCs shall organize and conduct
education for groups of caregivers and community professionalson avariety
of topicsrelated to caregiving.

(c) The amount of each of the services specified in subdivision (b) that
are provided shall be determined by local needs and available resources.

(d) Persons receiving services pursuant to this chapter may be required
to contribute to the cost of services depending upon their ability to pay, but
not to exceed the actual cost thereof.

9162. Each CRC shall submit progressreportsonitsactivitiesasrequired
by the department. These reports shall include, but not be limited to, a
summary and evaluation of the activities of the CRC. Client, caregiver,
service, and cost data shall be provided for each operating CRC.

9163. The department shall administer the statewide caregiver resource
center program as a distinct state-level program separate from Title I11 of
the federal Older AmericansAct (42 U.S.C. Sec. 3021 et seq.).

SEC. 40. Section 10609.4 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

10609.4. (&) On or before July 1, 2000, the State Department of Social
Services, in consultation with county and state representatives, foster youth,
and advocates, shall do both of the following:

(1) Develop dstatewide standards for the implementation and
administration of the Independent Living Program established pursuant to
thefederal Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985 (Public
Law 99-272).

(2) Define the outcomes for the Independent Living Program and the
characteristics of foster youth enrolled in the program for data collection
purposes.

(b) Consistent with federal law and reporting requirements, each county
department of social services shall submit to the department an annual
Independent Living Program report, which shall include the following:

(1) Anaccounting of federal and state funds expended for implementation
of the program. A county shall spend no more than 30 percent of federa
Independent Living Program funds on housing. Expenditures shall berelated
to the specific purposes of the program. It is the intent of the Legislature
that the department, in consultation with counties, shall develop a process
for reporting that satisfies federal law and reporting requirements. Program
purposes may include, but are not limited to, all of the following:

(A) Enabling participantsto seek ahigh school diplomaor itsequivalent
or to take part in appropriate vocational training, and providing job readiness
training and placement services, or building work experience and marketable
skills, or both.

(B) Providing training in daily living skills, budgeting, locating and
maintaining housing, and career planning.
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(C) Providing for individual and group counseling.

(D) Integrating and coordinating services otherwise available to
participants.

(E) Providing each participant with a written transitional independent
living plan that will be based on an assessment of the participant’s needs,
that includes information provided by persons who have been identified by
the participant asimportant to the participant in casesin which the participant
has been in out-of-home placement for six months or longer from the date
the participant entered foster care, consistent with the participant’s best
interests, and that will be incorporated into their case plan.

(F) Providing participants who are within 90 days of attaining 18 years
of age, or older as the state may elect under Section 475(8)(B)(iii) of the
federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 675(8)(B)(iii)), including those
former foster care youth receiving Independent Living Program Aftercare
Services, the opportunity to complete the exit transition plan as required by
paragraph (16) of subdivision (f) of Section 16501.1.

(G) Providing participants with other services and assistance designed
to improve independent living.

(H) Convening persons who have been identified by the participant as
important to them for the purpose of providing information to be included
in their written transitional independent living plan.

(2) Countiesshall ensuretimely and accurate dataentry into the statewide
child welfare information system for all youth receiving services pursuant
to this section.

(3) Countiesshall ensurethat eligiblefoster care youth continueto receive
information about, and are provided with an opportunity to complete, the
National Youthin Transition Database (NY TD) survey, based on an updated
process that shall be developed jointly by the department, in consultation
with counties to ensure maximum participation in the survey completion
and compliance with federal requirements, as follows:

(A) Counties shall provide information to the youth about the NYTD
survey within 60 days prior to the date the current or former foster youth is
required to be offered the survey.

(B) Within 45 days following the youth in foster care turning 17 years
of age, counties shall ensurethat each youth has an opportunity to complete
the NYTD survey as required by federal law.

(C) Counties shall contact the youth who completed the survey at age
17, in order to request that they complete the followup survey before their
19th and 21st birthdays.

(D) Countiesshall provide opportunities for current and former eligible
foster youth to take the NYTD survey online at child welfare services and
probation offices.

(c) The county department of social services in a county that provides
transitional housing placement services pursuant to paragraph (2) of
subdivision (a) of Section 11403.2 shall include in its annual Independent
Living Program report a description of currently available transitional
housing resources in relation to the number of emancipating pregnant or
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parenting foster youth in the county, and a plan for meeting any unmet
transitional housing needs of the emancipating pregnant or parenting foster
youth.

(d) In consultation with the department, a county may use different
methods and strategies to achieve the standards and outcomes of the
Independent Living Program devel oped pursuant to subdivision (a).

(e) In consultation with the County Welfare Directors Association, the
CaliforniaYouth Connection, and other stakeholders, the department shall
develop and adopt emergency regulations, no later than July 1, 2012, in
accordance with Section 11346.1 of the Government Code that counties
shall be required to meet when administering the Independent Living
Program and that are achievable within existing program resources and any
federal fundsavailablefor case management and case plan review functions
for nonminor dependents, as provided for in the federal Fostering
Connectionsto Success and Increasing AdoptionsAct of 2008 (Public Law
110-351). Theinitial adoption of emergency regulationsand one readoption
of theinitial regulations shall be deemed to be an emergency and necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, or
general welfare. Initial emergency regulations and the first readoption of
those regulations shall be exempt from review by the Office of
Administrative Law. The initial emergency regulations and the first
readoption of those regulations authorized by this subdivision shall be
submitted to the Office of Administrative Law for filing with the Secretary
of State and each shall remain in effect for no more than 180 days.

(f) Thedepartment, in consultation with representatives of the Legidature,
the County Welfare Directors Association, the Chief Probation Officers of
California, the Judicial Council, representatives of tribes, the California
Youth Connection, former foster youth, child advocacy organizations, labor
organizations, dependency counsel for children, juvenile justice advocacy
organizations, foster caregiver organizations, and researchers, shall review
and develop modifications needed to the Independent Living Program to
also serve the needs of nonminor dependents, as defined in subdivision (v)
of Section 11400, eligible for services pursuant to Section 11403. These
modifications shall include the exit transition plan required to be completed
within the 90-day period immediately prior to the date the nonminor
participant attains the age that would qualify the participant for federal
financial participation, as described in Section 11403, pursuant to Section
675(5)(H) of Title 42 of the United States Code. Notwithstanding the
Administrative Procedure Act, Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section
11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code, through
June 30, 2012, the department shall prepare for implementation of the
applicable provisions of this section by publishing all-county letters or
similar instructions from the director by October 1, 2011, to be effective
January 1, 2012.

(g) Beginning in the 2011-12 fiscal year and for each fiscal year
thereafter, funding and expenditures for programs and activities required
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under this section shall be in accordance with the requirements provided in
Sections 30025 and 30026.5 of the Government Code.

SEC. 41. Section 11004.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

11004.1. (&) In addition to Section 11004, this section shall apply to
the CalWORK s program.

(b) The amount of any CadWORKSs grant overpayment shall be the
difference between the grant amount the assistance unit actually received
and the grant amount the assistance unit would have received under the
semiannual reporting, prospective budgeting system if a county error had
not occurred and if the recipient had timely, completely, and accurately
reported, asrequired under Sections 11265.1 and 11265.3. An overpayment
shall not be established based on any differences between the amount of
income the county prospectively determined for the recipient for the
semiannual reporting period and the income the recipient actually received
during that period, provided the recipient’sreport was compl ete and accurate.

(c) A CaWORKSsgrant underpayment shall not be established based on
any differences between the amount of income the county prospectively
determined for the recipient for the semiannual reporting period and the
income the recipient actually received during that period.

(d) (1) This section shall become operative on April 1, 2013. A county
shall implement the semiannual reporting requirements in accordance with
the act that added this section no later than October 1, 2013.

(2) Upon implementation described in paragraph (1), each county shall
provide acertificate to the director certifying that semiannual reporting has
been implemented in the county.

(3) Upon filing the certificate described in paragraph (2), a county shall
comply with the semiannual reporting provisions of this section.

() (1) Commencing August 1, 2021, a CalWORK s overpayment that
is established for a current CalWORKSs case on or after that date, shall be
classified asan administrative error if any overpaid benefit month or months
occurred during the period between April 2020 and the end of the Governor’s
proclamation of a state of emergency related to the COVID-19 pandemic,
or June 30, 2022, whichever date is sooner.

(2) If an overpayment is classified as an administrative error pursuant to
paragraph (1), and the overpayment also includes overpaid months before
or after the period specified in paragraph (1), the entire overpayment shall
be classified as an administrative error.

(3) Anoverpayment classified asan administrative error pursuant to this
subdivision shall not be reclassified after the state of emergency related to
the COVID-19 pandemic ends, but shall remain an administrative error,
unless the overpayment is determined to be fraudulent.

SEC. 42. Section 11266 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

11266. (a) Atthetime of application, the county shall determinewhether
the applicant needs immediate assistance because the applicant does not
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have sufficient resourcesto meet their emergency needs, and shall determine
whether the applicant is apparently eligible for aid under this chapter.

(1) The county shall determine that the applicant needs immediate
assistance if the family’s total available liquid resources, both nonexempt
and exempt, are less than one hundred dollars ($100) and there is an
emergency situation, whether foreseeable or not. Examples of emergency
situationsinclude, but are not limited to, lack of housing, lack of food, notice
of termination or loss of utility service, lack of essential clothing (including
diapers), and inability to meet essential transportation needs.

(2) Apparent eigibility exists when evidence presented by the applicant
or which is otherwise available to the county welfare department and the
information provided on the application documentsindicate that there would
bedligibility for aid under this chapter if the evidence and information were
verified. An applicant who is not a citizen or national of the United States
and who does not provide verification of their eligible immigration status
shall not be considered to be apparently eligible under this subdivision.

(b) If an applicant needsimmediate assistance, and isapparently eligible
for aid as defined in subdivision (a), the county shall pay the applicant two
hundred dollars ($200) or the maximum amount for which that applicant is
eligible, whichever isless. The advance payment shall be made by the end
of thefirst working day following the request for that aid. The county shall
verify the applicant’s eligibility for aid within 15 working days of the date
that immediate need is requested, and advance payments made under this
section shall be offset against thefirst grant payment made to the recipient.

(c) An applicant’s receipt of a notice of eviction, including a three-day
notice to pay or quit, shall constitute an emergency situation under
subdivision (@), irrespective of the one hundred dollar ($100) resource test,
if the applicant has insufficient income or resources to pay the rent owing.
In those cases, the county shall give the applicant the option of receiving
an immediate advance on the grant as described in subdivision (b), or an
expedited determination of eligibility for aid. Before an applicant decides
between these two options, the county shall fully apprise the applicant, in
writing, of al information necessary to establish eligibility for aid. If an
applicant requests expedited determination of eligibility for aid, the county
shall complete the determination of eligibility for aid under this chapter,
and, if the applicant is determined to be eligible, issue payment of the full
prorated grant no more than three working days from the request for
immediate need. If the eligibility determination is not made within this
three-day period, the county shall immediately pay the applicant two hundred
dollars ($200) or the maximum amount for which the applicant is eligible,
whichever isless, as specified in subdivisions (a) and (b). The county shall
verify the applicant’s eligibility within 15 working days of the date of the
request for immediate assistance, and advance payments made under this
subdivision shall be offset against the first grant payment made to the
recipient.

(d) (1) The county may deny an immediate advance payment if the
applicant’s only immediate need is homelessness and this need will be met
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by issuance of nonrecurring special needs payment in accordance with
subdivision (f) of Section 11450, or if the applicant’s only immediate need
islack of food and this need will be met by issuance of CalFresh benefits
within one working day of the request therefor. With regard to all other
immediate needs, an advance payment may be denied and the applicant
referred to another public or private program or resource, if al of the
following conditions are met:

(A) Not more than one referral is made and the referral, when made, is
to meet no more than one need.

(B) The county has verified in advance that the specific need can be
satisfactorily addressed by the other program or resource immediately.

(C) Travel to the other program or resource will not impose a hardship
on the applicant.

(2) If, for any reason, the other program or resource does not satisfactorily
meet the applicant’s need, the applicant shall be immediately issued an
advance payment, as specified in subdivision (b).

(3) Except in the case of an applicant whose only need is lack of food
and the need is met with the issuance of CaFresh benefits within one
working day of the request, where an applicant’s immediate need is met by
an alternative program or resource authorized in this subdivision, the county
shall verify the applicant’s eligibility for aid within 15 working days of the
date of request.

(e) A denia of animmediate need application shall not constitute adenial
of the application for aid unlessit is based upon the failure to meet relevant
eligibility requirements.

SEC. 43. Section 11330.7 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

11330.7. (a) A primary component of the program described in this
article shall be case management and evidence-based home visiting for the
purpose of family support, which shall commence upon the determination
that anindividua iseligiblein accordance with paragraph (2) of subdivision
(c) of Section 11330.6 and shall continue until the eligible individual
completes the evidence-based home visiting program or terminates the
individual’s own participation.

(b) Home visiting shall include, but not be limited to, resources and
referrals to al of the following:

(1) Prenatal, infant, and toddler care.

(2) Infant and child nutrition.

(3) Developmental screening and assessments.

(4) Parent education, parent and child interaction, child development,
and child care.

(5) Job readiness and barrier removal.

(6) Domestic violence and sexual assault, mental health, and substance
abuse treatment, as applicable.

(c) Home visitors shall encourage participants to enroll their child in a
high-quality, early learning setting, or participate in playgroups, or other
child enrichment activities, as appropriate, and parent participation in this
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early learning setting shall count towards allowable activities under a
welfare-to-work plan developed by the parent or caretaker relative under
Section 11325.21.

(d) Home visiting services shall only be those intended to achieve the
goasestablished in subdivision (@) of Section 11330.6 and that are provided
in the home of an assistance unit or at alocation agreed upon by the parent
or caretaker relative and the home visitor. Home visiting services shall only
be provided by aregistered nurse, nurse practitioner, social worker, or other
person able to provide culturally appropriate services who is trained and
certified according to the requirements of this article, has completed a
background check, and has completed training as specified in subdivision
(g) for the purposes of implementing this article.

(e) Home visiting services and visits shall not be mandatory, random, or
unannounced.

(f) Counties may give preferential treatment to contractors of home
visiting programs that are able to colocate home visitors and CaWORKSs
casaworkers in order to facilitate communication and coordination.

(@) (1) All home visiting providers shall complete training in the
following areas before providing services to a CalWORKS recipient:

(A) (i) CAWORKS, Medi-Cal, CalFresh, CaliforniaSpecia Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), and other
programs, with county-specific information about how the home visiting
professionals can help a parent access additional services for which the
parent may be eligible and troubleshoot problemswith benefits or eligibility
that would impact the parent’s access to services.

(if) Thistraining shall be administered by the county and shall include,
but not be limited to, the demographics of the population served and the
supports and services available for CalWORK s recipients.

(iii) Any costsincurred shall be funded as part of the allocation from the
department to that county.

(B) (i) Cultural competency and implicit bias.

(i) Itistheresponsibility of the contractor to ensurethat all homevisitors
have received implicit bias and cultura competency trainings. The
department shall establish the minimum training standards as required in
this section.

(iii) Contractors are encouraged to partner with local organizations to
develop acurriculum that best suits the needs of the home visiting program
participants.

(C) (i) Strengths-based practices for working with families with unmet
needs.

(ii) Either the contracted provider or the county shall administer this
training.

(2) A county that staffs its home visiting program solely with county
staff is exempt from the requirements of paragraph (1) to the extent the
training would duplicate training already received.

(h) Counties, in coordination with home visitors and CalWORKSs staff,
may establish processes to provide one-time, as-needed funding for the
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purchase of material goods for a program participant’s household related
to care, hedlth, and safety of the child and family, which shall not exceed
one thousand dollars ($1,000).

SEC. 44. Section 11403 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

11403. (@) It is the intent of the Legislature to exercise the option
afforded states under Section 475(8) (42 U.S.C. Sec. 675(8)), and Section
473(a)(4) (42 U.S.C. Sec. 673(a)(4)) of the federal Social Security Act, as
contained in the federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing
Adoptions Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-351), to receive federa financial
participation for nonminor dependents of the juvenile court who satisfy the
conditions of subdivision (b), consistent with their transitional independent
living case plan. Nonminor dependents are eligible to receive support until
they reach 21 years of age, consistent with their transitional independent
living case plan and as described in Section 10103.5. It is the intent of the
Legidlature, both at the time of initia determination of the nonminor
dependent’s eligibility and throughout the time the nonminor dependent is
eligible for aid pursuant to this section, that the social worker or probation
officer or Indian tribal placing entity and the nonminor dependent shall
work together to ensure the nonminor dependent’s ongoing eligibility. All
case planning shall be acollaborative effort between the nonminor dependent
and the social worker, probation officer, or Indian tribe, with the nonminor
dependent assuming increasing levels of responsibility and independence.

(b) A nonminor dependent receiving aid pursuant to this chapter, who
satisfies the age criteria set forth in subdivision (a), shall meet the legal
authority for placement and care by being under a foster care placement
order by the juvenile court, or the voluntary reentry agreement as set forth
in subdivision (z) of Section 11400, and is otherwise eligible for AFDC-FC
payments pursuant to Section 11401. A nonminor who satisfies the age
criteria set forth in subdivision (a), and who is otherwise eligible, shall
continue to receive CaWORKSs payments pursuant to Section 11253,
Approved Relative Caregiver Funding Program benefits pursuant to Section
11461.3, or, as a nonminor former dependent or ward, aid pursuant to
Kin-GAP under Article 4.5 (commencing with Section 11360) or Article
4.7 (commencing with Section 11385) or adoption assistance payments, as
specified in Chapter 2.1 (commencing with Section 16115) of Part 4. A
nonminor former dependent child or ward of the juvenile court who is
receiving AFDC-FC benefits pursuant to Section 11405 and who satisfies
the criteria set forth in subdivision (a) is eligible to continue to receive aid
as long as the nonminor is otherwise eligible for AFDC-FC benefits under
this subdivision. This subdivision applieswhen one or more of the following
conditions exist:

(1) Thenonminor iscompleting secondary education or aprogram leading
to an equivalent credential.

(2) Thenonminor isenrolledin an institution that provides postsecondary
or vocational education.
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(3) The nonminor is participating in a program or activity designed to
promote, or remove barriers to employment.

(4) The nonminor is employed for at least 80 hours per month.

(5) The nonminor is incapable of doing any of the activities described
in paragraphs (1) to (4), inclusive, due to a medical condition, and that
incapability is supported by regularly updated information in the case plan
of the nonminor. The requirement to update the case plan under this section
does not apply to nonminor former dependents or wards in receipt of
Kin-GAP program or Adoption Assistance Program payments.

(c) The county child welfare or probation department, Indian tribe,
consortium of tribes, or tribal organization that has entered into an agreement
pursuant to Section 10553.1, shall work together with anonminor dependent
who is in foster care on the nonminor dependent’s 18th birthday and
thereafter or anonminor former dependent receiving aid pursuant to Section
11405, to satisfy one or more of the conditions described in paragraphs (1)
to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (b) and shall certify the nonminor’s
applicable condition or conditionsin the nonminor’s six-month transitional
independent living case plan update, and provide the certification to the
eligibility worker and to the court at each six-month case plan review hearing
for the nonminor dependent. Relative guardians who receive Kin-GAP
payments and adoptive parents who receive adoption assistance payments
shall be responsible for reporting to the county welfare agency that the
nonminor does not satisfy at least one of the conditions described in
subdivision (b). The social worker, probation officer, or tribal entity shall
verify and obtain assurances that the nonminor dependent continues to
satisfy at least one of the conditions in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of
subdivision (b) at each six-month transitional independent living case plan
update. The six-month case plan update shall certify the nonminor’'s
eligibility pursuant to subdivision (b) for the next six-month period. During
the six-month certification period, the payee and nonminor shall report any
change in placement or other relevant changes in circumstances that may
affect payment. The nonminor dependent, or nonminor former dependent
receiving aid pursuant to subdivision (€) of Section 11405, shall beinformed
of al due process requirements, in accordance with state and federal law,
prior to an involuntary termination of aid, and shall simultaneously be
provided with a written explanation of how to exercise their due process
rightsand obtain referralsto legal assistance. Any notices of action regarding
eligibility shall be sent to the nonminor dependent or former dependent,
their counsel, as applicable, and the placing worker, in addition to any other
payee. Payments of aid pursuant to Kin-GAP under Article 4.5 (commencing
with Section 11360) or Article 4.7 (commencing with Section 11385),
adoption assistance payments as specified in Chapter 2.1 (commencing with
Section 16115) of Part 4, or aid pursuant to subdivision (€) of Section 11405
that are made on behalf of a nonminor former dependent shall terminate
subject to the terms of the agreements. Subject to federal approva of
amendmentsto the state plan, aid payments may be suspended and resumed
based on changes of circumstances that affect eligibility. Nonminor former
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dependents, as identified in paragraph (2) of subdivision (aa) of Section
11400, are not eligible for reentry under subdivision () of Section 388 as
nonminor dependents under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, but may
be eligible for reentry pursuant to Section 388.1 if (1) the nonminor former
dependent was receiving or, but for the receipt of Supplemental Security
Income benefits or other aid from the federal Social Security Administration,
would have received aid under either Kin-GAP pursuant to Article 4.5
(commencing with Section 11360) or Article 4.7 (commencing with Section
11385) or AFDC-FC pursuant to subdivision (€) of Section 11405, or the
nonminor was receiving adoption assistance payments, as specified in
Chapter 2.1 (commencing with Section 16115) of Part 4, and (2) the
nonminor’s former guardian or adoptive parent dies, or no longer provides
ongoing support to, and no longer receives benefits on behaf of, the
nonminor after the nonminor turns 18 years of age, but before the nonminor
turns 21 years of age. Nonminor former dependents requesting the
resumption of AFDC-FC payments pursuant to subdivision () of Section
11405 shall complete the applicable portions of the voluntary reentry
agreement, as described in subdivision (z) of Section 11400.

(d) A nonminor dependent may receive al of the payment directly
provided that the nonminor isliving independently in asupervised placement,
as described in subdivision (w) of Section 11400, and that both the youth
and the agency responsible for the foster care placement have signed a
mutual agreement, as defined in subdivision (u) of Section 11400, if the
youth is capable of making an informed agreement, that documents the
continued need for supervised out-of-home placement, and the nonminor’s
and social worker’s or probation officer’s agreement to work together to
facilitate implementation of the mutually developed supervised placement
agreement and transitional independent living case plan.

(e) Eligibility for aid under this section shall not terminate until the
nonminor dependent attains the age criteria, as set forth in subdivision (a),
but aid may be suspended when the nonminor dependent no longer resides
in an eligible facility, as described in Section 11402, or is otherwise not
eligible for AFDC-FC benefits under Section 11401, or terminated at the
reguest of the nonminor, or after a court terminates dependency jurisdiction
pursuant to Section 391, delinquency jurisdiction pursuant to Section 607.2,
or transition jurisdiction pursuant to Section 452. AFDC-FC benefits to
nonminor dependents may be resumed at the request of the nonminor by
completing a voluntary reentry agreement pursuant to subdivision (z) of
Section 11400, before or after the filing of a petition filed pursuant to
subdivision (e) of Section 388 after a court terminates dependency or
transitional jurisdiction pursuant to Section 391 or delinquency jurisdiction
pursuant to Section 607.2. The county welfare or probation department or
Indian tribal entity that has entered into an agreement pursuant to Section
10553.1 shall compl ete the voluntary reentry agreement with the nonminor
who agrees to satisfy the criteria of the agreement, as described in
subdivision (z) of Section 11400. The county welfare department or tribal
entity shall establish a new child-only Title IV-E digibility determination
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based on the nonminor’s completion of the voluntary reentry agreement
pursuant to Section 11401. The beginning date of aid for either federal or
state AFDC-FC for a reentering nonminor who is placed in foster care is
the date the voluntary reentry agreement issigned or the nonminor is placed,
whichever is later. The county welfare department, county probation
department, or tribal entity shall provide anonminor dependent who wishes
to continue receiving aid with the assi stance necessary to meet and maintain
eligibility.

(f) (1) The county having jurisdiction of the nonminor dependent shall
remain the county of payment under this section regardless of the youth’'s
physical residence. Nonminor former dependents receiving aid pursuant to
subdivision (e) of Section 11405 shall be paid by their county of residence.
Counties may develop courtesy supervision agreements to provide case
management and independent living services by the county of residence
pursuant to the nonminor dependent’s transitional independent living case
plan. Placements made out of state are subject to the applicable requirements
of the Interstate Compact on Placement of Children, pursuant to Part 5
(commencing with Section 7900) of Division 12 of the Family Code.

(2) The county welfare department, county probation department, or
tribal entity shall notify all foster youth who attain 16 years of age and are
under the jurisdiction of that county or tribe, including those receiving
Kin-GAP, and AAP, of the existence of the aid prescribed by this section.

(3) The department shall seek any waiver to amend its Title IV-E State
Plan with the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and
Human Services necessary to implement this section.

(9) (1) Subject to paragraph (3), acounty shall pay the nonfederal share
of the cost of extending aid pursuant to this section to eligible nonminor
dependents who have reached 18 years of age and who are under the
jurisdiction of the county, including AFDC-FC payments pursuant to Section
11401, aid pursuant to Kin-GAP under Article 4.7 (commencing with Section
11385), adoption assistance payments as specified in Chapter 2.1
(commencing with Section 16115) of Part 4, and aid pursuant to Section
11405 for nonminor dependents who areresiding in the county as provided
in paragraph (1) of subdivision (f). A county shall contribute to the
CaWORKSs payments pursuant to Section 11253 and aid pursuant to
Kin-GAP under Article 4.5 (commencing with Section 11360) at the statutory
sharing ratios in effect on January 1, 2012.

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), a county shall pay the nonfederal share of
the cost of providing permanent placement services pursuant to subdivision
(c) of Section 16508 and administering the Aid to Familieswith Dependent
Children Foster Care program pursuant to Section 15204.9. For purposes
of budgeting, the department shall use a standard for the permanent
placement services that is equal to the midpoint between the budgeting
standards for family maintenance services and family reunification services.

(3 (A) (i) Notwithstanding any other law, a county’s required total
contribution pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2), excluding costs incurred
pursuant to Section 10103.5, shall not exceed the amount of savings in
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Kin-GAP assistance grant expenditures realized by the county from the
receipt of federal funds due to the implementation of Article 4.7
(commencing with Section 11385), and the amount of funding specificaly
included in the Protective Services Subaccount within the Support Services
Account within the Local Revenue Fund 2011, plus any associated growth
funding from the Support Services Growth Subaccount within the Salesand
Use Tax Growth Account to pay the costs of extending aid pursuant to this
section.

(if) A county, at its own discretion, may expend additional funds beyond
the amounts identified in clause (i). These additional amounts shall not be
included in any cost and savings calculations or comparisons performed
pursuant to this section.

(B) Beginning in the 2011-12 fiscal year, and for each fiscal year
thereafter, funding and expenditures for programs and activities under this
section shall be in accordance with the requirements provided in Sections
30025 and 30026.5 of the Government Code. In addition, the following are
available to the counties for the purpose of funding costs pursuant to this
section:

(i) Thesavingsin Kin-GAP assistance grant expenditures realized from
the receipt of federal funds due to the implementation of Article 4.7
(commencing with Section 11385).

(ii) Thesavingsrealized from the changein federal funding for adoption
assistance resulting from the enactment of Public Law 110-351 and
consistent with subdivision (d) of Section 16118.

(4) (A) Thelimit onthe county’stotal contribution pursuant to paragraph
(3) shall be assessed by the State Department of Social Services, in
conjunction with the California State Association of Counties, in 2015-16,
to determineif it shall be removed. The assessment of the need for the limit
shall be based on a determination on a statewide basis of whether the actual
county costs of providing extended care pursuant to this section, excluding
costsincurred pursuant to Section 10103.5, are fully funded by the amount
of savingsin Kin-GAP assistance grant expendituresrealized by the counties
from the receipt of federal funds due to the implementation of Article 4.7
(commencing with Section 11385) and the amount of funding specifically
included in the Protective Services Subaccount within the Support Services
Account within the Local Revenue Fund 2011 plus any associated growth
funding from the Support Services Growth Subaccount within the Salesand
Use Tax Growth Account to pay the costs of extending aid pursuant to this
section.

(B) If the assessment pursuant to subparagraph (A) shows that the
statewide total costs of extending aid pursuant to this section, excluding
costsincurred pursuant to Section 10103.5, are fully funded by the amount
of savingsin Kin-GAP assistance grant expendituresrealized by the counties
from the receipt of federal funds due to the implementation of Article 4.7
(commencing with Section 11385) and the amount of funding specificaly
included in the Protective Services Subaccount within the Support Services
Account within the Local Revenue Fund 2011 plus any associated growth
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funding from the Support Services Growth Subaccount within the Salesand
Use Tax Growth Account to pay the costs of extending aid pursuant to this
section, the Department of Finance shall certify that fact, in writing, and
shall post the certification onitsinternet website, at which time subparagraph
(A) of paragraph (3) shall no longer be implemented.

(h) Itistheintent of the Legidature that a county currently participating
in the Child Welfare Demonstration Capped Allocation Project not be
adversely impacted by the department’s exercise of its option to extend
foster care benefits pursuant to Section 673(a)(4) and Section 675(8) of
Title 42 of the United States Code in the federal Social Security Act, as
contained in the federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing
Adoptions Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-351). Therefore, the department
shall negotiate with the United States Department of Health and Human
Services on behalf of those counties that are currently participating in the
demonstration project to ensure that those counties receive reimbursement
for these new programs outside of the provisions of those counties’ waiver
under Subtitle IV-E (commencing with Section 470) of the federal Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 670 et seq.).

(i) The department, on or before July 1, 2013, shall develop regulations
to implement this section in consultation with concerned stakeholders,
including, but not limited to, representatives of the Legislature, the County
Welfare Directors Association of California, the Chief Probation Officers
of Caifornia, the Judicial Council, representatives of Indian tribes, the
Cdifornia Youth Connection, former foster youth, child advocacy
organizations, labor organizations, juvenile justice advocacy organizations,
foster caregiver organizations, and researchers. In the devel opment of these
regulations, the department shall consider its Manual of Policy and
Procedures, Division 30, Chapter 30-912, 913, 916, and 917, as guidelines
for developing regulations that are appropriate for young adults who can
exercise incremental responsibility concurrently with their growth and
development. The department, in its consultation with stakeholders, shall
takeinto consideration the impact to the statewide child welfareinformation
system and required modifications needed to accommodate eligibility
determination under this section, benefit issuance, case management across
counties, and recognition of the legal status of nonminor dependents as
adults, as well as changes to data tracking and reporting requirements as
required by the Child Welfare System Improvement and A ccountability Act
as specified in Section 10601.2, and federal outcome measures as required
by thefederal John H. Chafee Foster Care | ndependence Program (42 U.S.C.
Sec. 677(f)). In addition, the department, in its consultation with
stakeholders, shall define the supervised independent living setting, which
shall include, but not be limited to, apartment living, room and board
arrangements, college or university dormitories, and shared roommate
settings, and define how those settings meet health and safety standards
suitablefor nonminors. The department, in its consultation with stakehol ders,
shall define the six-month certification of the conditions of eligibility
pursuant to subdivision (b) to be consistent with the flexibility provided by
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federal policy guidance, to ensure that there are ample supports for a
nonminor to achieve the goals of the nonminor’s transition independent
living case plan. The department, in its consultation with stakehol ders, shall
ensure that notices of action and other forms created to inform the nonminor
of due process rights and how to access them shall be developed, using
language consistent with the special needs of the nonminor dependent
population.

(j) Notwithstanding the Administrative Procedure Act, Chapter 3.5
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code, the department shall prepare for implementation of the
applicable provisions of this section by publishing, after consultation with
the stakeholders listed in subdivision (i), al-county letters or similar
instructions from the director by October 1, 2011, to be effective January
1, 2012. Emergency regulations to implement the applicable provisions of
thisact may be adopted by the director in accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act. The initial adoption of the emergency regulations and one
readoption of the emergency regulations are deemed to be an emergency
and necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,
safety, or general welfare. Initial emergency regulations and the first
readoption of those emergency regulations are exempt from review by the
Office of Administrative Law. The emergency regulations authorized by
this section shall be submitted to the Office of Administrative Law for filing
with the Secretary of State and shall remain in effect for no more than 180
days.

SEC. 45. Section 11403.2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

11403.2. (a) Thefollowing personsareeligiblefor transitiona housing
provided pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with Section 16522) of Chapter
5 of Part 4:

(1) A foster child at least 16 years of age and not more than 18 years of
age, and, on or after January 1, 2012, any nonminor dependent, as defined
in subdivision (v) of Section 11400, who is eligible for AFDC-FC benefits
asdescribed in Section 11401. A foster child under 18 years of age shall be
eligible for placement in the program certified as a“Transitional Housing
Placement program for minor foster children” pursuant to paragraph (1) of
subdivision (a) of Section 16522.1. A nonminor dependent shall be eligible
for placement in the program certified asa* Transitional Housing Placement
program for nonminor dependents” pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision
(a) of Section 16522.1.

(2) A former foster youth as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (c)
of Section 50807 of the Health and Safety Code, who is 18 to 24 years of
age, inclusive, who has exited from the foster care system on or after their
18th birthday and electsto participatein Transitional Housing Program-Plus,
as defined in subdivision (s) of Section 11400, if the former foster youth
has not received services under this paragraph for more than a total of 36
months, whether or not consecutive. If the person participating in a
Transitional Housing Program-Plus is not receiving aid under Section
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11403.1, they, as a condition of participation, shall enter into, and execute
the provisionsof, atransitional independent living plan that shall be mutually
agreed upon, and annually reviewed, by the former foster youth and the
applicable county welfare or probation department or independent living
program coordinator. The person participating under this paragraph shall
inform the county of any changesto conditions specified in the agreed-upon
planthat affect eigibility, including changesin address, living circumstances,
and the educational or training program.

(b) Payment on behalf of an eligible person receiving transitional housing
services pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) shall be made to the
transitional housing placement provider pursuant to the conditions and
limitations set forth in Section 11403.3. Notwithstanding Section 11403.3,
the department, in consultation with concerned stakeholders, including, but
not limited to, representatives of the Legislature, the County Welfare
Directors Association of California, the Chief Probation Officers of
Cdlifornia, the Judicia Council, representatives of Indian tribes, the
Cdifornia Youth Connection, former foster youth, child advocacy
organizations, labor organizations, juvenile justice advocacy organizations,
foster caregiver organizations, researchers, and transitional housing
placement providers, shall convene a workgroup to establish a new rate
structurefor the Title 1VV-E funded Transitional Housing Placement program
for nonminor dependents placement option for nonminor dependents. The
workgroup shall also consider application of this new rate structure to the
Transitional Housing Program-Plus, as described in paragraph (2) of
subdivision (a) of Section 11403.3. In developing the new rate structure
pursuant to this subdivision, the department shall consider the average rates
in effect and being paid by countiesto current transitional housing placement
providers.

(c) The Legidature finds and declares that this subdivision was added
in 2015 to clearly codify the requirement of existing law regarding the
payment made on behalf of an eligible person receiving transitional housing
services. The workgroup described in subdivision (b) recommended, and
the department subsequently implemented, an annual adjustment to the
payment made on behalf of an eligible person receiving transitional housing
services. This annual adjustment has been, and shall continue to be, equal
to the California Necessities Index applicable to each fiscal year. The
Legislature hereby declares that its intent remains in making this annual
adjustment to support the care and supervision, including needed services
and supports, for nonminor dependents who are receiving transitional
housing services through the Transitional Housing Placement program for
nonminor dependents.

SEC. 46. Section 11450 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, as amended
by Section 21 of Chapter 696 of the Statutes of 2021, is amended to read:

11450. (@) (1) (A) Aidshall bepaidfor each needy family, which shall
includeall eligible brothers and sisters of each eligible applicant or recipient
child and the parents of the children, but shall not include unborn children,
or recipients of aid under Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 12000),
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qualified for aid under this chapter. In determining the amount of aid paid,
and notwithstanding the minimum basi ¢ standards of adequate care specified
in Section 11452, the family’sincome, exclusive of any amounts considered
exempt as income or paid pursuant to subdivision (€) or Section 11453.1,
determined for the prospective semiannual period pursuant to Sections
11265.1, 11265.2, and 11265.3, and then calculated pursuant to Section
11451.5, shall be deducted from the sum specified in the following table,
as adjusted for cost-of-living increases pursuant to Section 11453 and
paragraph (2). In no case shall theamount of aid paid for each month exceed
the sum specified in the following table, as adjusted for cost-of-living
increases pursuant to Section 11453 and paragraph (2), plus any special
needs, as specified in subdivisions (c), (€), and (f):

Number of
eligible needy
personsin Maximum
the same home aid
R $ 326
e e e 535
G T 663
Lo 788
L TSR 899
[ T 1,010
B e a e e 1,109
Bt 1,209
L TR 1,306
10 OF MOTE.....oiieciee e 1,403

(B) If, when, and during those times that the United States government
increases or decreases its contributions in assistance of needy children in
this state above or below the amount paid on July 1, 1972, the amounts
specified in the above table shall be increased or decreased by an amount
equal to that increase or decrease by the United States government, provided
that no increase or decrease shall be subject to subsequent adjustment
pursuant to Section 11453.

(2) The sums specified in paragraph (1) shall not be adjusted for cost of
living for the 199091, 199192, 1992-93, 1993-94, 199495, 199596,
199697, and 1997-98 fiscal years, and through October 31, 1998, nor shall
that amount be included in the base for calculating any cost-of-living
increases for any fiscal year thereafter. Elimination of the cost-of-living
adjustment pursuant to this paragraph shall satisfy the requirements of former
Section 11453.05, and no further reduction shall be made pursuant to that
section.

(b) (1) (A) Until the date that paragraph (2) is effective, if the family
does not include aneedy child qualified for aid under this chapter, aid shall
be paid to a pregnant child who is 18 years of age or younger at any time
after verification of pregnancy, in the amount that would otherwise be paid
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to one person, as specified in subdivision (a), if the pregnant child and the
child, if born, would have qualified for aid under this chapter. Verification
of pregnancy shall be required as acondition of eligibility for aid under this
paragraph.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), and until the date that paragraph
(2) is effective, if the family does not include a needy child qualified for
aid under this chapter, aid shall be paid to a pregnant person for the month
in which the birth is anticipated and for the six-month period immediately
prior to the month in which the birth is anticipated, in the amount that would
otherwise be paid to one person, as specified in subdivision (a), if the
pregnant person and child, if born, would have qualified for aid under this
chapter. Verification of pregnancy is required as a condition of eligibility
for aid under this paragraph.

(C) A pregnant person may provide verification of pregnancy asrequired
in subparagraphs (A) or (B) by means of asworn statement or, if necessary,
averbal attestation. Medical verification of pregnancy shall be submitted
within 30 working days following submission of the sworn statement or
verbal attestation for benefits to continue. If the applicant fails to submit
medical verification of pregnancy within 30 working days, the county human
services agency shall continue aid when the applicant presents evidence of
good-faith efforts to comply with this requirement.

(D) Subparagraph (A) shall apply only when the Cal-Learn Program is
operative.

(2) (A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), if the family does not include a
needy child qualified for aid under this chapter, aid shall be paid to a
pregnant person as of the date of the application for aid, in the amount that
would otherwise be paid to one person, as specified in subdivision (a), if
the pregnant person or the child, if born, would have qualified for aid under
this chapter. Verification of pregnancy shall be required as a condition of
eligibility for aid under this paragraph.

(B) A pregnant person may provide verification of pregnancy asrequired
in subparagraph (A) by means of asworn statement or, if necessary, averbal
attestation. Medical verification of pregnancy shall be submitted within 30
working days following submission of the sworn statement or verbal
attestation for benefits to continue. If the applicant fails to submit medical
verification of pregnancy within 30 working days, the county human services
agency shall continue aid when the applicant presents evidence of good-faith
efforts to comply with this requirement.

(C) (i) A personwho receivesaid pursuant to this paragraph shall report
to the county, orally or in writing, within 30 days following the end of their
pregnancy.

(ii) Aid for persons under this paragraph shall discontinue at the end of
the month following the month in which the person reports the end of their
pregnancy to the county human services agency.

(iii) Prior to discontinuing aid for a person under this paragraph due to
the end of their pregnancy, the county human services agency shall provide
information about, and referral to, mental health services, including, but not
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limited to, services provided by the county human services agency, when
appropriate.

(D) This paragraph shall take effect on July 1, 2022, or on the date that
the department notifies the Legidature that the California Statewide
Automated Welfare System can perform the necessary automation to
implement this paragraph, whichever date is later.

(¢) (1) Theamount of forty-seven dollars ($47) per month shall be paid
to a pregnant person qualified for aid under subdivision (a) or (b) to meet
the special needsresulting from pregnancy if the pregnant person and child,
if born, would have qualified for aid under this chapter. The county human
services agency shall require a pregnant person to provide medical
verification of pregnancy. The county human services agency shall refer al
recipients of aid under this subdivision to alocal provider of the California
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children.
If that payment to a pregnant person qualified for aid under subdivision (@)
isconsidered income under federal law in thefirst five months of pregnancy,
payments under this subdivision do not apply to a person eligible under
subdivision (a), except for the month in which birth is anticipated and for
the three-month period immediately prior to the month in which delivery
isanticipated, if the pregnant person and child, if born, would have qualified
for aid under this chapter.

(2) A pregnant person may providethe verification of pregnancy required
by paragraph (1) by means of a sworn statement or, if necessary, a verbal
attestation. Medical verification of pregnancy shall be submitted within 30
working days following submission of the sworn statement or verbal
attestation for the pregnancy specia need benefit to continue. If the pregnant
person failsto submit medical verification of pregnancy within 30 working
days, the county human services agency shall continue the benefit when the
applicant presents evidence of good faith efforts to comply with this
requirement.

(3) Beginning May 1, 2022, or on the date that the department notifies
the Legidature that the California Statewide Automated Welfare System
can perform the necessary automation to implement this paragraph, the
specia needs payment described in paragraph (1) shall be one hundred
dollars ($100) per month.

(4) Beginning July 1, 2022, or on the date that the department notifies
the Legidature that the California Statewide Automated Welfare System
can perform the necessary automation to implement this paragraph, the
specia needs payment described in this subdivision shall discontinue at the
end of the month following the month in which a person reports the end of
their pregnancy to the county human services agency.

(d) For children receiving AFDC-FC under this chapter, there shall be
paid, exclusive of any amount considered exempt as income, an amount of
aid each month that, if added to the child’'s income, is equal to the rate
specified in Section 11460, 11461, 11462, or 11463. In addition, the child
iseligible for specia needs, as specified in departmental regulations.
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(e) Inaddition to the amounts payable under subdivision (a) and former
Section 11453.1, afamily is entitled to receive an alowance for recurring
specid needs not common to amajority of recipients. These recurring special
needsinclude, but are not limited to, special diets upon the recommendation
of a physician for circumstances other than pregnancy, and unusual costs
of transportation, laundry, housekeeping services, telephone, and utilities.
The recurring specia needs allowance for each family per month shall not
exceed that amount resulting from multiplying the sum of ten dollars ($10)
by the number of recipientsin the family who are eligible for assistance.

(f) After afamily has used all available liquid resources, both exempt
and nonexempt, in excess of one hundred dollars ($100), with the exception
of funds deposited in a restricted account described in subdivision (a) of
Section 11155.2, the family is also entitled to receive an alowance for
nonrecurring special needs.

(1) An dlowance for nonrecurring special needs shall be granted for
replacement of clothing and household equipment and for emergency housing
needs other than those needs addressed by paragraph (2). These needs shall
be caused by sudden and unusual circumstances beyond the control of the
needy family. The department shall establish the allowance for each of the
nonrecurring special needsitems. The sum of all nonrecurring special needs
provided by this subdivision shall not exceed six hundred dollars ($600)
per event.

(2) (A) (i) Homelessassistanceisavailableto ahomelessfamily seeking
shelter when the family is eligible for aid under this chapter.

(ii) Homeless assistance for temporary shelter is also available to
homeless families that are apparently eligible for aid under this chapter.
Apparent eligibility exists when evidence presented by the applicant, or that
isotherwise available to the county welfare department, and the information
provided on the application documentsindicate that therewould be igibility
for aid under this chapter if the evidence and information were verified.
However, an alien applicant who does not provide verification of their
eligible alien status is not apparently eligible for purposes of this section.

(iif) Homeless assistance for temporary shelter is aso available to
homeless families that would be eligible for aid under this chapter but for
the fact that the only child or children in the family are in out-of-home
placement pursuant to an order of the dependency court, if the family is
receiving reunification services and the county determines that homeless
assistance is hecessary for reunification to occur.

(B) A family is considered homeless, for the purpose of this section,
when the family lacks a fixed and regular nighttime residence, the family
has a primary nighttime residence that is a supervised publicly or privately
operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations, or
the family is residing in a public or private place not designed for, or
ordinarily used as, aregular sleeping accommodation for human beings. A
family is also considered homeless for the purpose of this section if the
family hasreceived anoticeto pay rent or quit. Thefamily shall demonstrate
that the eviction is the result of a verified financial hardship as a result of
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extraordinary circumstances beyond their control, and not other lease or
rental violations, and that the family is experiencing a financial crisis that
may result in homelessnessif preventive assistance is not provided.

(3) (A) (i) A nonrecurring special needs benefit of eighty-five dollars
($85) aday shall beavailableto families of up to four membersfor the costs
of temporary shelter, subject to the requirements of this paragraph. Thefifth
and additional members of thefamily shall each receivefifteen dollars ($15)
per day, up to a daily maximum of one hundred forty-five dollars ($145).
County welfare departments may increase the daily amount available for
temporary shelter as necessary to secure the additional bedspace needed by
the family.

(if) This specia needs benefit shall be granted or denied immediately
upon the family’s application for homel ess assistance, and benefits shall be
availablefor up to three working days. The county welfare department shall
verify the family’s homelessness within the first three working days. If the
family meets the criteria of questionable homelessness established by the
department, the county welfare department shall refer thefamily toitsearly
fraud prevention and detection unit, if the county has such a unit, for
assistance in the verification of homelessness within this period.

(iii) After homelessness has been verified, the three-day limit shall be
extended for a period of time that, when added to the initial benefits
provided, does not exceed a total of 16 calendar days. This extension of
benefits shall be done in increments of one week, and shall be based upon
searching for permanent housing, which shall be documented on a housing
search form, good cause, or other circumstances defined by the department.
Documentation of a housing search is required for the initial extension of
benefits beyond the three-day limit and on a weekly basis thereafter if the
family is receiving temporary shelter benefits. Good cause shall include,
but is not limited to, situations in which the county welfare department has
determined that the family, to the extent it is capable, has made agood faith
but unsuccessful effort to secure permanent housing while receiving
temporary shelter benefits or that the family is homeless as a direct and
primary result of a state or federally declared natural disaster.

(iv) Notwithstanding clauses (i) and (iii), the county may waive the
three-day limit and may provide benefits in increments of more than one
week for afamily that becomes homeless as a direct and primary result of
astate or federally declared natural disaster.

(B) (i) A nonrecurring special needs benefit for permanent housing
assistance is available to pay for last month’s rent and security deposits if
these payments are reasonabl e conditions of securing aresidence, or to pay
for up to two months of rent arrearages, if these payments are a reasonable
condition of preventing eviction.

(ii) The last month’s rent or monthly arrearage portion of the payment
shall meet both of the following requirements:

(1) It shall not exceed 80 percent of the family’stotal monthly household
income without the value of CalFresh benefits or special needs benefit for
afamily of that size.
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(1) It shall only be made to familiesthat have found permanent housing
costing no more than 80 percent of the family’s total monthly household
income without the value of CalFresh benefits or specia needs benefit for
afamily of that size.

(iii) However, if the county welfare department determinesthat afamily
intends to reside with individuals who will be sharing housing costs, the
county welfare department shall, in appropriate circumstances, set aside the
condition specified in subclause (1) of clause (ii).

(C) The nonrecurring special needs benefit for permanent housing
assistanceisalso available to cover the standard costs of depositsfor utilities
that are necessary for the health and safety of the family.

(D) A payment for, or denia of, permanent housing assistance shall be
issued no later than one working day from the time that a family presents
evidence of the availability of permanent housing. If an applicant family
provides evidence of the availability of permanent housing before the county
welfare department has established eligibility for aid under this chapter, the
county welfare department shall complete the eligibility determination so
that the payment for, or denial of, permanent housing assistance is issued
within one working day from the submission of evidence of the availability
of permanent housing, unless the family has failed to provide al of the
verification necessary to establish eligibility for aid under this chapter.

(E) (i) Except as provided in clauses (ii) and (iii), eligibility for the
temporary shelter assistance and the permanent housing assi stance pursuant
to this paragraph is limited to 16 cumulative calendar days of temporary
assistance and one payment of permanent assistance every 12 months. A
person who appliesfor homel ess assistance benefits shall be informed that,
with certain exceptions, the temporary shelter benefit is limited to a
maximum of 16 calendar days for that 12-month period.

(i) (1) A family that becomes homeless as a direct and primary result
of astate or federally declared natural disaster iseligible for temporary and
permanent homel ess assistance.

(I If thereisastate or federally declared disaster in acounty, the county
human services agency shall coordinate with public and private disaster
response organizations and agencies to identify and inform recipients of
their eligibility for temporary and permanent homeless housing assistance
available pursuant to subclause (1).

(iii) A family iseligiblefor temporary and permanent homeless assistance
if homelessnessisadirect result of domestic violence by a spouse, partner,
or roommate; physical or mental illnessthat is medically verified that shall
not include a diagnosis of acoholism, drug addiction, or psychological
stress; or the uninhabitability of the former residence caused by sudden and
unusual circumstances beyond the control of the family, including natural
catastrophe, fire, or condemnation. These circumstances shall be verified
by athird-party governmental or private health and human services agency,
except that domestic violence may also be verified by a sworn statement
by the victim, as provided under Section 11495.25. Homeless assistance
payments based on these specific circumstances may not be received more
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often than oncein any 12-month period. In addition, if the domestic violence
is verified by a sworn statement by the victim, the homeless assistance
payments shall be limited to two periods of not more than 16 cumulative
calendar days of temporary assistance and two payments of permanent
assistance. A county may require that a recipient of homeless assistance
benefitswho qualifies under this paragraph for a second timein a24-month
period participate in a homelessness avoidance case plan as a condition of
eligibility for homeless assistance benefits. The county welfare department
shall immediately inform recipients who verify domestic violence by a
sworn statement of the availability of domestic violence counseling and
services, and refer those recipients to services upon request.

(iv) If acounty requires arecipient who verifies domestic violence by a
sworn statement to participate in a homelessness avoidance case plan
pursuant to clause (iii), the plan shall include the provision of domestic
violence services, if appropriate.

(v) If arecipient seeking homeless assistance based on domestic violence
pursuant to clause (iii) has previously received homel ess avoidance services
based on domestic violence, the county shall review whether serviceswere
offered to the recipient and consider what additional services would assist
the recipient in leaving the domestic violence situation.

(vi) The county welfare department shall report necessary data to the
department through a statewide homeless assistance payment indicator
system, asrequested by the department, regarding all recipients of aid under
this paragraph.

(F) The county welfare departments, and all other entities participating
in the costs of the CalWORK s program, have the right in their share to any
refunds resulting from payment of the permanent housing. However, if an
emergency requiresthefamily to move within the 12-month period specified
in subparagraph (E), the family shall be allowed to use any refundsreceived
from its deposits to meet the costs of moving to another residence.

(G) Paymentsto providersfor temporary shelter and permanent housing
and utilities shall be made on behalf of families requesting these payments.

(H) Thedaily amount for the temporary shelter special needs benefit for
homeless assistance may be increased if authorized by the current year's
Budget Act by specifying adifferent daily allowance and appropriating the
funds therefor.

() A payment shall not be made pursuant to this paragraph unless the
provider of housing is any of the following:

(i) A commercial establishment.

(ii) A shelter.

(iii) A person with whom, or an establishment with which, the family
reguesting assistance has executed avalid lease, sublease, or shared housing
agreement.

(J (i) CommencingJuly 1, 2018, a CaWORK s applicant who provides
asworn statement of past or present domestic abuse and who isfleeing their
abuser is deemed to be homeless and is €eligible for temporary homeless
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assistance under clause (i) of subparagraph (A) and under subparagraph (E),
notwithstanding any income and assets attributable to the alleged abuser.

(ii) The homeless assistance payments issued under this subparagraph
shall be granted immediately after the family’s application, and benefits
shall be available in increments of 16 days of temporary shelter assistance
pursuant to clause (i) of subparagraph (A). The homel ess assistance payments
shall be limited to two periods of not more than 16 cumulative calendar
dayseach of temporary assistancewithin alifetime. The homeless assistance
payments issued under this subparagraph shall be in addition to other
payments for which the CalWORK s applicant, if the applicant becomes a
CaWORK s recipient, may later qualify under this subdivision.

(iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, the housing search documentation
described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (A) shall be required only upon
issuance of an immediate need payment pursuant to Section 11266 or the
issuance of benefits for the month of application.

(g) The department shall establish rules and regulations ensuring the
uniform statewide application of this section.

(h) Thedepartment shall notify al applicants and recipients of aid through
the standardized application form that these benefits are available and shall
provide an opportunity for recipients to apply for the funds quickly and
efficiently.

(i) Thedepartment shall work with county human services agencies, the
County Welfare Directors Association of California, and advocates of
CaWORKS recipients to gather information regarding the actual costs of
a nightly shelter and best practices for transitioning families from a
temporary shelter to a permanent shelter, and to provide that information
to the Legislature, to be submitted annually in accordance with Section 9795
of the Government Code.

(i) (1) Except for the purposes of Section 15200, the amounts payable
to recipients pursuant to Section 11453.1 shall not congtitute part of the
payment schedule set forth in subdivision (a).

(2) The amounts payable to recipients pursuant to Section 11453.1 shall
not constitute income to recipients of aid under this section.

(k) For children receiving Kin-GAP pursuant to Article 4.5 (commencing
with Section 11360) or Article 4.7 (commencing with Section 11385), there
shall be paid, exclusive of any amount considered exempt as income, an
amount of aid each month, which, when added to the child’'s income, is
equal to the rate specified in Sections 11364 and 11387.

() (1) A county shall implement the semiannual reporting requirements
in accordance with Chapter 501 of the Statutes of 2011 no later than October
1, 2013.

(2) Upon completion of the implementation described in paragraph (1),
each county shall provide a certificate to the director certifying that
semiannual reporting has been implemented in the county.

(3) Upon filing the certificate described in paragraph (2), a county shall
comply with the semiannual reporting provisions of this section.
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(m) Thissection shall become operative on January 1, 2020, or when the
department notifies the Legislature that the Statewide Automated Welfare
System can perform the necessary automation to implement this section,
whichever dateis later.

(n) Thissection shall becomeinoperative on July 1, 2021, or on the date
the department notifiesthe L egidature that the Statewide Automated Welfare
System can perform the necessary automation to implement Section 11450,
as added by Section 2 of the act that added this subdivision, whichever date
islater, and is repealed on January 1 of the following year.

SEC. 47. Section 11450 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code, as amended
by Section 22 of Chapter 696 of the Statutes of 2021, is amended to read:

11450. (a) (1) (A) Aid shal be paid for each needy family, which
shall include all eligible brothers and sisters of each eligible applicant or
recipient child and the parents of the children, but shall not include unborn
children, or recipients of aid under Chapter 3 (commencing with Section
12000), qualified for aid under this chapter. In determining the amount of
aid paid, and notwithstanding the minimum basic standards of adequate
care specified in Section 11452, the family’s income, exclusive of any
amounts considered exempt as income or paid pursuant to subdivision (€)
or Section 11453.1, determined for the prospective semiannua period
pursuant to Sections 11265.1, 11265.2, and 11265.3, and then calculated
pursuant to Section 11451.5, shall be deducted from the sum specified in
the following table, as adjusted for cost-of-living increases pursuant to
Section 11453 and paragraph (2). In no case shall the amount of aid paid
for each month exceed the sum specified in the following table, as adjusted
for cost-of-living increases pursuant to Section 11453 and paragraph (2),
plus any special needs, as specified in subdivisions (c), (€), and (f):

Number of
eligible needy
personsin Maximum
the same home aid
1 S $ 326
2 e e e s re e e e eare s 535
G TSRS 663
Aot ete e e are e e e beeeeans 788
Db et e e e beeaeans 899
[ TSR 1,010
T e et e e ree e enees 1,109
S TSRS 1,209
S TR 1,306
O o] gl 110 (=SOSR 1,403

(B) If, when, and during those times that the United States government
increases or decreases its contributions in assistance of needy children in
this state above or below the amount paid on July 1, 1972, the amounts
specified in the above table shall be increased or decreased by an amount
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equal to that increase or decrease by the United States government, provided
that no increase or decrease shall be subject to subsequent adjustment
pursuant to Section 11453.

(2) The sums specified in paragraph (1) shall not be adjusted for cost of
living for the 199091, 199192, 1992-93, 1993-94, 199495, 1995-96,
199697, and 1997-98 fiscal years, and through October 31, 1998, nor shall
that amount be included in the base for calculating any cost-of-living
increases for any fiscal year thereafter. Elimination of the cost-of-living
adjustment pursuant to this paragraph shall satisfy the requirements of former
Section 11453.05, and no further reduction shall be made pursuant to that
section.

(b) (1) (A) Until the date that paragraph (2) is effective, if the family
does not include a needy child qualified for aid under this chapter, aid shall
be paid to a pregnant child who is 18 years of age or younger at any time
after verification of pregnancy, in the amount that would otherwise be paid
to one person, as specified in subdivision (a), if the pregnant child and the
child, if born, would have qualified for aid under this chapter. Verification
of pregnancy shall be required asacondition of eligibility for aid under this
paragraph.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), and until the date that paragraph
(2) is effective, if the family does not include a needy child qualified for
aid under this chapter, aid shall be paid to a pregnant person for the month
in which the birth is anticipated and for the six-month period immediately
prior to the month in which the birth is anticipated, in the amount that would
otherwise be paid to one person, as specified in subdivision (a), if the
pregnant person and child, if born, would have qualified for aid under this
chapter. Verification of pregnancy is required as a condition of eligibility
for aid under this paragraph.

(C) Subparagraph (A) shall apply only when the Cal-Learn Program is
operative.

(2) (A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), if the family does not include a
needy child qualified for aid under this chapter, aid shall be paid to a
pregnant person as of the date of the application for aid, in the amount that
would otherwise be paid to one person, as specified in subdivision (a), if
the pregnant person or the child, if born, would have qualified for aid under
this chapter. Verification of pregnancy shall be required as a condition of
eligibility for aid under this paragraph.

(B) A pregnant person may provide verification of pregnancy asrequired
in subparagraph (A) by means of asworn statement or, if necessary, averbal
attestation. Medical verification of pregnancy shall be submitted within 30
working days following submission of the sworn statement or verbal
attestation for benefits to continue. If the applicant fails to submit medical
verification of pregnancy within 30 working days, the county human services
agency shall continue aid when the applicant presents evidence of good-faith
efforts to comply with this requirement.
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(C) (i) A personwho receivesaid pursuant to this paragraph shall report
to the county, orally or in writing, within 30 days following the end of their
pregnancy.

(ii) Aid for persons under this paragraph shall discontinue at the end of
the month following the month in which the person reports the end of their
pregnancy to the county human services agency.

(iii) Prior to discontinuing aid for a person under this paragraph due to
the end of their pregnancy, the county human services agency shall provide
information about, and referral to, mental health services, including, but not
limited to, services provided by the county human services agency, when
appropriate.

(D) This paragraph shall take effect on July 1, 2022, or on the date that
the department notifies the Legidlature that the California Statewide
Automated Welfare System can perform the necessary automation to
implement this paragraph, whichever dateis later.

(¢) (1) Theamount of forty-seven dollars ($47) per month shall be paid
to a pregnant person qualified for aid under subdivision (a) or (b) to meet
the special needsresulting from pregnancy if the pregnant person and child,
if born, would have qualified for aid under this chapter. The county human
services agency shall require a pregnant person to provide medica
verification of pregnancy. The county human services agency shall refer all
recipients of aid under this subdivision to alocal provider of the California
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children.
If that payment to a pregnant person qualified for aid under subdivision (a)
isconsidered income under federal law in thefirst five months of pregnancy,
payments under this subdivision do not apply to a person eligible under
subdivision (a), except for the month in which birth is anticipated and for
the three-month period immediately prior to the month in which delivery
isanticipated, if the pregnant person and child, if born, would have qualified
for aid under this chapter.

(2) A pregnant person may providethe verification of pregnancy required
by paragraph (1) by means of a sworn statement or, if necessary, a verbal
attestation. Medical verification of pregnancy shall be submitted within 30
working days following submission of the sworn statement or verbal
attestation for the pregnancy special need benefit to continue. If the pregnant
person failsto submit medical verification of pregnancy within 30 working
days, the county human services agency shall continue the benefit when the
applicant presents evidence of good faith efforts to comply with this
requirement.

(3) Beginning May 1, 2022, or on the date that the department notifies
the Legidature that the California Statewide Automated Welfare System
can perform the necessary automation to implement this paragraph, the
specia needs payment described in paragraph (1) shall be one hundred
dollars ($100) per month.

(4) Beginning July 1, 2022, or on the date that the department notifies
the Legidature that the California Statewide Automated Welfare System
can perform the necessary automation to implement this paragraph, the
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specia needs payment described in this subdivision shall discontinue at the
end of the month following the month in which a person reports the end of
their pregnancy to the county human services agency.

(d) For children receiving AFDC-FC under this chapter, there shall be
paid, exclusive of any amount considered exempt as income, an amount of
aid each month that, if added to the child’'s income, is equal to the rate
specified in Section 11460, 11461, 11462, 11462.1, or 11463. In addition,
the child is €eligible for special needs, as specified in departmental
regulations.

(e) In addition to the amounts payable under subdivision (a) and former
Section 11453.1, afamily is entitled to receive an alowance for recurring
specia needs not common to amajority of recipients. These recurring special
needsinclude, but are not limited to, special diets upon the recommendation
of aphysician for circumstances other than pregnancy, and unusual costs
of transportation, laundry, housekeeping services, telephone, and utilities.
The recurring special needs allowance for each family per month shall not
exceed that amount resulting from multiplying the sum of ten dollars ($10)
by the number of recipients in the family who are eligible for assistance.

(f) (1) After afamily hasused all availableliquid resources, both exempt
and nonexempt, in excess of one hundred dollars ($100), with the exception
of funds deposited in a restricted account described in subdivision (@) of
Section 11155.2, the family is also entitled to receive an alowance for
nonrecurring special needs. This paragraph does not apply to the allowance
for nonrecurring special needs for homeless assistance pursuant to
subparagraph (A) of paragraph (3).

(2) An alowance for nonrecurring special needs shall be granted for
replacement of clothing and household equipment and for emergency housing
needs other than those needs addressed by subparagraph (A) of paragraph
(3). These needs shall be caused by sudden and unusual circumstances
beyond the control of the needy family. The department shall establish the
allowance for each of the nonrecurring special needs items. The sum of all
nonrecurring special needs provided by this subdivision shall not exceed
six hundred dollars ($600) per event.

(3 (A) (i) An alowance for nonrecurring special needs for homeless
assistanceis availableto ahomeless family seeking shelter when the family
iseligible for aid under this chapter.

(ii) Homeless assistance for temporary shelter is also available to
homeless families that are apparently eligible for aid under this chapter.
Apparent eligibility exists when evidence presented by the applicant, or that
isotherwise available to the county welfare department, and the information
provided on the application documentsindicate that therewould be eigibility
for aid under this chapter if the evidence and information were verified.
However, an alien applicant who does not provide verification of their
eligible alien status is not apparently eligible for purposes of this section.

(iif) Homeless assistance for temporary shelter is aso available to
homeless families that would be eligible for aid under this chapter but for
the fact that the only child or children in the family are in out-of-home
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placement pursuant to an order of the dependency court, if the family is
receiving reunification services and the county determines that homeless
assistance is necessary for reunification to occur.

(B) A family is considered homeless, for the purpose of this section,
when the family lacks a fixed and regular nighttime residence, the family
has a primary nighttime residence that is a supervised publicly or privately
operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations, or
the family is residing in a public or private place not designed for, or
ordinarily used as, aregular sleeping accommaodation for human beings. A
family is also considered homeless for the purpose of this section if the
family has received a notice to pay rent or quit.

(4) (A) (i) A nonrecurring special needs benefit of eighty-five dollars
($85) aday shall beavailableto families of up to four membersfor the costs
of temporary shelter, subject to the requirements of thisparagraph. Thefifth
and additional members of the family shall each receivefifteen dollars ($15)
per day, up to a daily maximum of one hundred forty-five dollars ($145).
County welfare departments may increase the daily amount available for
temporary shelter as necessary to secure the additional bedspace needed by
the family.

(if) This special needs benefit shall be granted or denied the same day
as the family’s application for homeless assistance, and benefits shall be
available for up to three working days. Upon applying for homeless
assistance, the family shall provide a sworn statement that the family is
homeless. If the family meets the criteria of questionable homelessness,
which means that there is reason to suspect that the family has permanent
housing, the county human servicesagency shall refer thefamily toitsearly
fraud prevention and detection unit, if the county has such a unit, for
assistance in the verification of homelessness within this period.

(iii) After homelessness has been verified, the three-day limit shall be
extended for a period of time that, when added to the initia benefits
provided, does not exceed a total of 16 calendar days. This extension of
benefits shall be done in increments of one week, and shall be based upon
searching for permanent housing, which shall be documented on a housing
search form, good cause, or other circumstances defined by the department.
Documentation of a housing search is required for the initial extension of
benefits beyond the three-day limit and on a weekly basis thereafter if the
family is receiving temporary shelter benefits. Good cause shall include,
but is not limited to, situations in which the county welfare department has
determined that the family, to the extent it is capable, has made agood faith
but unsuccessful effort to secure permanent housing while receiving
temporary shelter benefits or that the family is homeless as a direct and
primary result of a state or federally declared disaster.

(iv) Notwithstanding clauses (i) and (iii), the county may waive the
three-day limit and may provide benefits in increments of more than one
week for afamily that becomes homeless as a direct and primary result of
astate or federally declared disaster.
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(B) (i) A nonrecurring special needs benefit for permanent housing
assistance is available to pay for last month’'s rent and security deposits if
these payments are conditions of securing a residence, or to pay for up to
two months of rent arrearages, if these payments are areasonable condition
of preventing eviction.

(ii) Thelast month’s rent or monthly arrearage portion of the payment
shall meet both of the following requirements:

(1) It shall not exceed 80 percent of the family’stotal monthly household
income without the value of CalFresh benefits or specia needs benefit for
afamily of that size.

(1) It shall only be made to familiesthat have found permanent housing
costing no more than 80 percent of the family’s total monthly household
income without the value of CalFresh benefits or specia needs benefit for
afamily of that size.

(iif) However, if the county welfare department determines that afamily
intends to reside with individuals who will be sharing housing costs, the
county welfare department shall, in appropriate circumstances, set asidethe
condition specified in subclause (11) of clause (ii).

(C) The nonrecurring special needs benefit for permanent housing
assistanceisalso availableto cover the standard costs of depositsfor utilities
that are necessary for the health and safety of the family.

(D) A payment for, or denia of, permanent housing assistance shall be
issued no later than one working day from the time that a family presents
evidence of the availability of permanent housing. If an applicant family
provides evidence of the availability of permanent housing before the county
welfare department has established eligibility for aid under this chapter, the
county welfare department shall complete the eligibility determination so
that the payment for, or denia of, permanent housing assistance is issued
within one working day from the submission of evidence of the availability
of permanent housing, unless the family has failed to provide al of the
verification necessary to establish digibility for aid under this chapter.

(E) (i) Except as provided in clauses (ii) and (iii), eligibility for the
temporary shelter assistance and the permanent housing assi stance pursuant
to this paragraph is limited to the number of days allowable under
subparagraph (A) for temporary shelter assistance and one payment of
permanent housing assistance every 12 months. A person who applies for
homel ess assistance benefits shall beinformed that, with certain exceptions,
the temporary shelter benefit is limited to the number of days alowable
under subparagraph (A) for the 12-month period.

(i) (1) A family that becomes homeless as a direct and primary result
of astate or federally declared disaster is eligible for homeless assistance.

(1) If thereisastate or federally declared disaster in acounty, the county
human services agency shall coordinate with public and private disaster
response organizations and agencies to identify and inform recipients of
their eligibility for homel ess assi stance avail able pursuant to subclause (H).

(iii) A family is éigible for homeless assistance if homelessness is a
direct result of domestic violence by aspouse, partner, or roommate; physica
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or mental illnessthat is medically verified that shall not include adiagnosis
of alcoholism, drug addiction, or psychological stress; or the uninhabitability
of the former residence caused by sudden and unusual circumstances beyond
the control of the family, including natural catastrophe, fire, or
condemnation. These circumstances shall be verified by a third-party
governmental or private health and human services agency, except that
domestic violence may also be verified by a sworn statement by the victim,
as provided under Section 11495.25. Homel ess assistance payments based
on these specific circumstances may not be received more often than once
in any 12-month period. In addition, if the domestic violence is verified by
asworn statement by the victim, the homel ess assi stance payments shall be
limited to two periods of not more than 16 cumulative calendar days of
temporary shelter assistance and two payments of permanent housing
assistance. A county may require that a recipient of homeless assistance
benefitswho qualifies under this paragraph for asecond timein a24-month
period participate in a homelessness avoidance case plan as a condition of
eligibility for homeless assistance benefits. The county welfare department
shall immediately inform recipients who verify domestic violence by a
sworn statement of the availability of domestic violence counseling and
services, and refer those recipients to services upon request.

(iv) If acounty requires arecipient who verifies domestic violence by a
sworn statement to participate in a homelessness avoidance case plan
pursuant to clause (iii), the plan shall include the provision of domestic
violence services, if appropriate.

(v) If arecipient seeking homeless assistance based on domestic violence
pursuant to clause (iii) has previously received homel ess avoidance services
based on domestic violence, the county shall review whether serviceswere
offered to the recipient and consider what additional services would assist
the recipient in leaving the domestic violence situation.

(vi) The county welfare department shall report necessary data to the
department through a statewide homeless assistance payment indicator
system, asrequested by the department, regarding all recipients of aid under
this paragraph.

(F) Paymentsto providers for temporary shelter and permanent housing
and utilities shall be made on behalf of families requesting these payments.

(G) Thedaily amount for the temporary shelter special needs benefit for
homeless assistance may be increased if authorized by the current year's
Budget Act by specifying a different daily allowance and appropriating the
funds therefor.

(H) A payment shall not be made pursuant to this paragraph unless the
provider of housing is any of the following:

(i) A commercial establishment.

(if) A shelter.

(iii) A person with whom, or an establishment with which, the family
reguesting assistance has executed avalid lease, sublease, or shared housing
agreement.
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() (i) Commencing July 1, 2018, a CalWORK s applicant who provides
asworn statement of past or present domestic abuse and who isfleeing their
abuser is deemed to be homeless and is eligible for temporary shelter
assistance under clause (i) of subparagraph (A) and under subparagraph (E),
notwithstanding any income and assets attributabl e to the alleged abuser.

(ii) The homeless assistance payments issued under this subparagraph
shall be granted the same day as the family’s application, and benefits shall
beavailableinincrementsof 16 days of temporary shelter assistance pursuant
to clause (i) of subparagraph (A). The homeless assistance payments shall
be limited to two periods of not more than 16 cumulative calendar days
each of temporary shelter assistance within the applicant’s lifetime. The
second 16-day period shall continue to be available when the applicant
becomes a CalWORK srecipient during thefirst 16-day period. The homeless
assistance payments issued under this subparagraph shall be in addition to
other paymentsfor which the ClWORK s applicant, if the applicant becomes
a CaWORKSs recipient, may later qualify under this subdivision.

(iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, the housing search documentation
described in clause (iii) of subparagraph (A) shall be required only upon
issuance of an immediate need payment pursuant to Section 11266 or the
issuance of benefits for the month of application.

(g) The department shall establish rules and regulations ensuring the
uniform statewide application of this section.

(h) Thedepartment shall notify al applicants and recipients of aid through
the standardized application form that these benefits are available and shall
provide an opportunity for recipients to apply for the funds quickly and
efficiently.

(i) Thedepartment shall work with county human services agencies, the
County Welfare Directors Association of California, and advocates of
CaWORKS recipients to gather information regarding the actual costs of
a nightly shelter and best practices for transitioning families from a
temporary shelter to permanent housing, and to provide that information to
the Legidature, to be submitted annually in accordance with Section 9795
of the Government Code.

(i) (1) Except for the purposes of Section 15200, the amounts payable
to recipients pursuant to Section 11453.1 shall not congtitute part of the
payment schedule set forth in subdivision (a).

(2) The amounts payable to recipients pursuant to Section 11453.1 shall
not constitute income to recipients of aid under this section.

(k) For children receiving Kin-GAP pursuant to Article 4.5 (commencing
with Section 11360) or Article 4.7 (commencing with Section 11385), there
shall be paid, exclusive of any amount considered exempt as income, an
amount of aid each month, which, when added to the child’'s income, is
equal to the rate specified in Sections 11364 and 11387.

(1) (1) A county shall implement the semiannual reporting requirements
in accordance with Chapter 501 of the Statutes of 2011 no later than October
1, 2013.
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(2) Upon completion of the implementation described in paragraph (1),
each county shall provide a certificate to the director certifying that
semiannual reporting has been implemented in the county.

(3) Upon filing the certificate described in paragraph (2), a county shall
comply with the semiannual reporting provisions of this section.

(m) (1) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisionsof theAdministrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the State Department of
Social Services may implement and administer this section by means of
all-county lettersor similar instructions from the department until regulations
are adopted. These al-county letters or similar written instructions shall
have the same force and effect as regulations until the adoption of
regulations.

(2) The department shall adopt emergency regulations no later than 18
months following the completion of al necessary automation to implement
this section. The department may readopt any emergency regulation
authorized by this section that isthe same as, or substantially equivalent to,
an emergency regulation previously adopted under this section.

(3) Theinitial adoption of emergency regul ations pursuant to this section
and one readoption of emergency regulations shall be deemed an emergency
and necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,
safety, or general welfare. Initial emergency regulations and the one
readoption of emergency regulations authorized by this section shall be
exempt from review by the Office of Administrative Law. The initia
emergency regulations and the one readoption of emergency regulations
authorized by this section shall be submitted to the Office of Administrative
Law for filing with the Secretary of State and each shall remain in effect
for no more than 180 days, by which timefinal regulations shall be adopted.

(n) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2021, or on the date
the department notifiesthe L egidature that the Statewide Automated Welfare
System can perform the necessary automation to implement this section,
whichever dateislater.

(0) Notwithstanding subdivision (n), theindividual changesimposed by
the act adding this section that result in a cost shall become operative only
if necessary funds are appropriated for these changes in the annual Budget
Act or another statute for these purposes.

SEC. 48. Section 11450.025 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

11450.025. (a) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, effective on March
1, 2014, the maximum aid paymentsin effect on July 1, 2012, as specified
in subdivision (b) of Section 11450.02, shall be increased by 5 percent.

(2) EffectiveApril 1, 2015, the maximum aid paymentsin effect on July
1, 2014, as specified in paragraph (1), shall be increased by 5 percent.

(3) Effective October 1, 2016, the maximum aid payments in effect on
July 1, 2016, as specified in paragraph (2), shall beincreased by 1.43 percent.

(4) (A) EffectiveJanuary 1, 2017, householdseligiblefor aid under this
chapter shall receive an increased aid payment consistent with the repeal
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of former Section 11450.04, as it read on January 1, 2016, known as the
“maximum family grant rule”

(B) In recognition of the increased cost of aid payments resulting from
that repeal, moneys deposited into the Child Poverty and Family
Supplemental Support Subaccount shall be allocated to counties pursuant
to Section 17601.50 as follows:

(i) One hundred seven million forty-seven thousand dollars
($107,047,000) for January 1, 2017, to June 30, 2017, inclusive.

(it) Two hundred twenty-three million four hundred fifty-four thousand
dollars ($223,454,000) for the 2017-18 fiscal year and for every fiscal year
thereafter.

(5) Effective October 1, 2021, the maximum aid payments in effect on
July 1, 2021, as specified in paragraph (3), shall beincreased by 5.3 percent.

(6) Effective October 1, 2022, the maximum aid payments in effect on
July 1, 2022, as specified in paragraph (5), shall beincreased by 11 percent.

(b) Commencing in 2014 and annually thereafter, on or before January
10 and on or before May 14, the Director of Finance shall do all of the
following:

(1) Estimate the amount of growth revenues pursuant to subdivision (f)
of Section 17606.10 that will be deposited in the Child Poverty and Family
Supplementa Support Subaccount of the Local Revenue Fund for the current
fiscal year and the following fiscal year and the amounts in the subaccount
carried over from prior fiscal years.

(2) For the current fiscal year and the following fiscal year, determine
thetotal cost of providing the increases described in subdivision (a), aswell
as any other increase in the maximum aid payments subsequently provided
only under this section, after adjusting for updated projections of ClWORK's
costs associated with casel oad changes, as reflected in the local assistance
subvention estimates prepared by the State Department of Social Services
and released with the annual Governor’s Budget and subsequent May
Revision update.

(3) If the amount estimated in paragraph (1) plus the amount projected
to be deposited for the current fiscal year into the Child Poverty and Family
Supplemental  Support Subaccount pursuant to subparagraph (3) of
subdivision (e) of Section 17600.15 is greater than the amount determined
in paragraph (2), the difference shall be used to calculate the percentage
increase to the CalWORKSs maximum aid payment standards that could be
fully funded on an ongoing basi s beginning the following fiscal year.

(4) If the amount estimated in paragraph (1) plus the amount projected
to be deposited for the current fiscal year into the Child Poverty and Family
Supplemental  Support Subaccount pursuant to subparagraph (3) of
subdivision (€) of Section 17600.15 is equal to or less than the amount
determined in paragraph (2), no additional increase to the CalWORKSs
maximum aid payment standards shall be provided in the following fiscal
year in accordance with this section.

(5) (A) Commencingwiththe2014-15fiscal year and for all fiscal years
thereafter, if changes to the estimated amounts determined in paragraphs
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(2) or (2), or both, as of the May Revision, are enacted as part of the final
budget, the Director of Finance shall repeat, using the same methodol ogy
used in the May Revision, the calculations described in paragraphs (3) and
(4) using the revenue projections and grant costs assumed in the enacted
budget.

(B) If a calculation is required pursuant to subparagraph (A), the
Department of Finance shall report the result of this calculation to the
appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the L egislature upon enactment
of the Budget Act.

(c) An increase in maximum aid payments calculated pursuant to
paragraph (3) of subdivision (b), or pursuant to paragraph (5) of subdivision
(b) if applicable, shall become effective on October 1 of thefollowing fiscal
year.
(d) (1) Anincreasein maximum aid payments provided in accordance
with this section shall be funded with growth revenues from the Child
Poverty and Family Supplemental Support Subaccount in accordance with
paragraph (3) of subdivision (€) of Section 17600.15 and subdivision (f) of
Section 17606.10, to the extent funds are available in that subaccount.

(2) If funds received by the Child Poverty and Family Supplemental
Support Subaccount in a particular fiscal year areinsufficient to fully fund
any increases to maximum aid payments made pursuant to this section, the
remaining cost for that fiscal year will be addressed through existing
provisiona authority included in the annua Budget Act. Additional increases
to the maximum aid payments shall not be provided until and unless the
ongoing cumulative costs of al prior increases provided pursuant to this
section are fully funded by the Child Poverty and Family Supplemental
Support Subaccount.

(e) Notwithstanding Section 15200, counties shall not be required to
contribute a share of the costs to cover the increases to maximum aid
payments made pursuant to this section.

SEC. 49. Section 11450.027 is added to the Welfare and Institutions
Code, to read:

11450.027. (@) It is the intent of the Legislature that, upon an
appropriation in the annual Budget Act, maximum aid payments in the
CaWORKSs program are sufficient to ensure that no child lives in deep
poverty. As stated in Section 11450.022, it is the intent of the Legislature
to increase CalWORKs maximum aid payments until the maximum aid
payment levels reach 50 percent of the federal poverty level for the family
sizethat isone greater than the assistance unit, accounting for familieswith
an unaided family member and when children in these families receive a
proportionally reduced grant. It is further the intent of the Legidature that,
upon an appropriation in the annual Budget Act, maximum aid payments
increase in accordance with the growth of the federal poverty level to
continue to ensure that no child lives in deep poverty. For purposes of this
subdivision, “deep poverty” means at or below 50 percent of the federal
poverty level.
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(b) Notwithstanding any other law, effective October 1, 2022, and through
September 30, 2024, the maximum aid payments described in paragraph
(2) of subdivision (&) of Section 11450, in effect on July 1, 2022, as specified
in Section 11450.025, shall be increased by 10 percent in addition to the
11-percent increase specified in paragraph (6) of subdivision (@) of Section
11450.025.

(c) Effective October 1, 2024, the maximum aid payments in effect on
July 1, 2024, shall be increased subject to an appropriation for this purpose
in the Budget Act of 2024.

(d) Commencing on January 1, 2023, and annually thereafter, on or before
January 10, the State Department of Socia Services shall provide adisplay
inwriting to the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature,
and on the department’ sinternet website, showing the CalWORK s maximum
aid payment amounts compared to 50 percent of the federal poverty level.

SEC.50. Section 11461 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

11461. (a) For children or, on and after January 1, 2012, nonminor
dependents placed in a licensed or approved family home with a capacity
of six or less, or in an approved home of a relative or nonrelated lega
guardian, or the approved home of a nonrelative extended family member,
asdescribed in Section 362.7, or, on and after January 1, 2012, a supervised
independent living placement, as defined in subdivision (w) of Section
11400, the per child per month basic rates in the following schedule shall
bein effect for the period July 1, 1989, through December 31, 1989:

Age Basic rate
L TSRS PRSP $294
8 $319
LSt I PSRRI $340
T2-0A e e e $378
L1520, et e e e $412

(b) (1) Any county that, as of October 1, 1989, hasin effect abasic rate
that isat thelevelsset forth in the schedulein subdivision (a), shall continue
to receive state participation, as specified in subdivision (c) of Section 15200,
at these levels.

(2) Any county that, as of October 1, 1989, hasin effect a basic rate that
exceeds a level set forth in the schedule in subdivision (a), shall continue
to receive the same level of state participation asit received on October 1,
1989.

(c) Theamountsin the schedule of basic ratesin subdivision (a) shall be
adjusted asfollows:

(1) Effective January 1, 1990, the amounts in the schedul e of basic rates
in subdivision (a) shall be increased by 12 percent.

(2) EffectiveMay 1, 1990, any county that did not increasethe basic rate
by 12 percent on January 1, 1990, shall do both of the following:
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(A) Increasethe basic ratein effect December 31, 1989, for which state
participation is received by 12 percent.

(B) Increasethe basic rate, as adjusted pursuant to subparagraph (A), by
an additional 5 percent.

(3) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), effective July 1, 1990,
for the 1990-91 fiscal year, the amounts in the schedule of basic ratesin
subdivision (a) shall be increased by an additional 5 percent.

(B) Therateincrease required by subparagraph (A) shall not be applied
to ratesincreased May 1, 1990, pursuant to paragraph (2).

(4) Effective July 1, 1998, the amounts in the schedule of basic ratesin
subdivision (a) shall be increased by 6 percent. Notwithstanding any other
law, the 6-percent increase provided for in this paragraph shall, retroactive
to July 1, 1998, apply to every county, including any county to which
paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) applies, and shall apply to foster care for
every age group.

(5) Notwithstanding any other law, any increase that takes effect after
July 1, 1998, shall apply to every county, including any county to which
paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) applies, and shall apply to foster care for
every age group.

(6) Theincreasein the basic foster family home rate shall apply only to
children placed in alicensed foster family home receiving the basic rate or
in an approved home of arelative or nonrelative extended family member,
as described in Section 362.7, a supervised independent living placement,
asdefined in subdivision (w) of Section 11400, or anonrelated legal guardian
receiving the basic rate. The increased rate shall not be used to compute the
monthly amount that may be paid to licensed foster family agenciesfor the
placement of children in certified foster homes.

(d) () (A) Beginning with the 1991-92 fiscal year, the schedule of
basic rates in subdivision (a) shall be adjusted by the percentage changes
in the California Necessities Index, computed pursuant to the methodol ogy
described in Section 11453, subject to the availability of funds.

(B) In addition to the adjustment in subparagraph (A) effective January
1, 2000, the schedule of basic ratesin subdivision (a) shall be increased by
2.36 percent rounded to the nearest dollar.

(C) Effective January 1, 2008, the schedule of basic ratesin subdivision
(a), asadjusted pursuant to subparagraph (B), shall beincreased by 5 percent,
rounded to the nearest dollar. Theincreased rate shall not be used to compute
the monthly amount that may be paid to licensed foster family agenciesfor
the placement of children in certified foster family homes, and shall not be
used to recompute the foster care maintenance payment that would have
been paid based on the age-related, state-approved foster family home care
rate and any applicable specialized care increment, for any adoption
assistance agreement entered into prior to October 1, 1992, or in any
subsequent reassessment for adoption assi stance agreements executed before
January 1, 2008.

(2) (A) Any county that, as of the 1991-92 fiscal year, receives state
participation for abasic rate that exceeds the amount set forth in the schedule
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of basic ratesin subdivision (a) shall receive an increase each year in state
participation for that basic rate of one-haf of the percentage adjustments
specified in paragraph (1) until the difference between the county’s adjusted
state participation level for its basic rate and the adjusted schedule of basic
rates is eliminated.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), al counties for the 19992000
fiscal year and the 200708 fiscal year shall receive an increase in state
participation for the basic rate of the entire percentage adjustment described
in paragraph (1).

(3) If acounty has, after receiving the adjustments specified in paragraph
(2), a state participation level for a basic rate that is below the amount set
forth in the adjusted schedule of basic rates for that fiscal year, the state
participation level for that rate shall be further increased to the amount
specified in the adjusted schedule of basic rates.

() (1) Asused in this section, “specialized care increment” means an
amount paid on behalf of achild requiring specialized careto ahomelisted
in subdivision (g) in addition to the basic rate. Notwithstanding subdivision
(9), the specialized careincrement shall not be paid to anonminor dependent
placed in a supervised independent living setting as defined in subdivision
(w) of Section 11403. A county may have aratesetting system for specialized
care to pay for the additional care and supervision needed to address the
behavioral, emotional, and physical requirements of foster children. A county
may modify its specialized care rate system as needed, to accommodate
changing specialized placement needs of children.

(2) (A) The department shall have the authority to review the county’s
specialized care information, including the criteria and methodology used
for compliance with state and federal law, and to require counties to make
changes if necessary to conform to state and federal law.

(B) The department shall make available to the public each county’s
speciaized care information, including the criteria and methodology used
to determine the specialized care increments.

() Upon arequest by acounty for technical assistance, specialized care
information shall be provided by the department within 90 days of the
reguest to the department.

(4) (A) Except for subparagraph (B), beginning January 1, 1990,
speciaized care increments shall be adjusted in accordance with the
methodology for the schedule of basic rates described in subdivisions (c)
and (d).

(B) Notwithstanding subdivision (€) of Section 11460, for the 1993-94
fiscal year, an amount equal to 5 percent of the State Treasury appropriation
for family homes shall be added to the total augmentation for the AFDC-FC
program in order to provideincentives and assistance to countiesinthe area
of specialized care. This appropriation shall be used, but not limited to,
encouraging counties to implement or expand specialized care payment
systems, to recruit and train foster parents for the placement of children
with specialized care needs, and to develop county systems to encourage
the placement of childrenin family homes. It istheintent of the Legislature
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that in the use of thesefunds, federal financial participation shall be claimed
whenever possible.

(C) (i) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), the specialized careincrement
shall not receive a cost-of-living adjustment in the 2011-12 or 2012-13
fiscal years.

(ii) Notwithstanding clause (i), a county may choose to apply a
cost-of-living adjustment to its specialized care increment during the
2011-12 or 2012-13 fiscal years. To the extent that a county chooses to
apply a cost-of-living adjustment during that time, the state shall not
participate in the costs of that adjustment.

(iii) To the extent that federa financia participation is available for a
cost-of -living adjustment made by a county pursuant to clause (ii), it isthe
intent of the Legislature that the federal funding shall be utilized.

(5) Beginning in the 2011-12 fiscal year, and for each fiscal year
thereafter, funding and expenditures for programs and activities under this
subdivision shal bein accordance with the requirements provided in Sections
30025 and 30026.5 of the Government Code.

(f) (1) Asused in this section, “clothing allowance” means the amount
paid by a county, at the county’s option, in addition to the basic rate for the
provision of additional clothing for a child, including, but not limited to, an
initial supply of clothing and school or other uniforms. The frequency and
level of funding shall be based on the needs of the child, as determined by
the county.

(2) The state shall no longer participate in any clothing alowance in
addition to the basic rate, commencing with the 201112 fiscal year.

(9) (1) Notwithstanding subdivisions (@) to (d), inclusive, for achild, or
on and after January 1, 2012, a nonminor dependent, placed in alicensed
foster family home or with aresource family, or placed in an approved home
of arelative or the approved home of anonrelative extended family member
as described in Section 362.7, or placed on and after January 1, 2012, in a
supervised independent living placement, as defined in subdivision (w) of
Section 11400, the per child per month basic rate in the following schedule
shall be in effect for the period commencing July 1, 2011, or the date
specified in the final order, for which the time to appeal has passed, issued
by a court of competent jurisdiction in California State Foster Parent
Associationv. William Lightbourne, et a. (U.S. Dist. Ct. C 07-08056 WHA),
whichever is earlier, through June 30, 2012:

Age Basic rate
O s $ 609
LG TSRS $ 660
LS et I SRR $ 695

T204 e e e $ 727

L1520, .ttt $761

(2) Commencing July 1, 2011, the basic rate set forth in this subdivision
shall be annually adjusted on July 1 by the annual percentage changeinthe
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Cdlifornia Necessities Index applicable to the calendar year within which
each July 1 occurs.

(3) Subdivisions (€) and (f) shall apply to payments made pursuant to
this subdivision.

(4) (A) (i) Forthe2016-17 fiscal year, the department shall develop a
basic rate in coordination with the development of the foster family agency
rate authorized in Section 11463 that ensures achild placed in ahome-based
setting described in paragraph (1), and a child placed in a certified family
home or with a resource family approved by a foster family agency, is
eligible for the same basic rate set forth in this paragraph.

(ii) The rates developed pursuant to this paragraph shall not be lower
than the rates proposed as part of the Governor’s 2016 May Revision.

(iii) A certified family home of afoster family agency shall be paid the
basic rate set forth in this paragraph only through December 31, 2024.

(B) The basic rate paid to either a certified family home or a resource
family approved by afoster family agency shall be paid by the agency to
the certified family home or resource family from therate that is paid to the
agency pursuant to Section 11463.

(C) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the basic rates and the
manner in which they are determined shall be set forth in written directives
until regulations are adopted.

(D) Thebasicrates set forth in written directives or regulations pursuant
to subparagraph (C) shall become inoperative on January 1, 2025.

(h) Beginning inthe 2011-12 fiscal year, and each fiscal year thereafter,
funding and expendituresfor programs and activities under this section shall
be in accordance with the requirements provided in Sections 30025 and
30026.5 of the Government Code.

SEC. 51. Section 11461.36 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

11461.36. (a) It isthe intent of the Legislature to provide support to
emergency caregivers, as defined in subdivision (c), who care for children
and nonminor dependents before approval of an application under the
Resource Family Approval Program.

(b) For placements made on and after July 1, 2018, each county shall
provide a payment equivalent to the resource family basic level rate of the
home-based family care rate structure, pursuant to Section 11463, to an
emergency caregiver on behalf of achild or nonminor dependent placed in
the home of the caregiver pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 309, Section
361.45, Section 727.05, or clause (i) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1)
of subdivision (h) of Section 319, or based on acompelling reason pursuant
to subdivision (e) of Section 16519.5, subject to the availability of state and
federal funds pursuant to subdivision (€), if al of the following criteriaare
met:
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(1) The child or nonminor dependent is not otherwise eligible for
AFDC-FC or the Approved Relative Caregiver Funding Program, pursuant
to Section 11461.3, while placed in the home of the emergency caregiver.

(2) The child or nonminor dependent residesin California.

(3) The emergency caregiver has signed and submitted to the county an
application for resource family approval.

(4) An application for the Emergency Assistance Program has been
compl eted.

(c) For purposes of this section, an “emergency caregiver” means an
individual who has a pending resource family application filed with an
appropriate agency on or after July 1, 2018, and who meets one of the
following requirements:

(1) Theindividual has been assessed pursuant to Section 361.4.

(2) The individual has successfully completed the home environment
assessment portion of the resource family approva pursuant to paragraph
(2) of subdivision (d) of Section 16519.5.

(d) Thebeginning date of aid for payments made pursuant to subdivision
(b) shall be the date of placement.

() Funding for payments made pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be as
follows:

(1) For emergency or compelling reason placements made during the
2018-19 fiscal year:

(A) Payments shall be made to an emergency caregiver through the
Emergency Assistance Program included in the state’ s Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families block grant.

(B) The county shall be solely responsible for the nonfederal share of
cost.

(C) Notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and (B), if the child or nonminor
dependent is determined to be ineligible for the Emergency Assistance
Program included in the state’'s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
block grant, 70 percent of the cost of emergency payments made to the
emergency caregiver shall befunded by the department and 30 percent shall
be funded by the county.

(D) Notwithstanding subparagraphs(A), (B), and (C), paymentsrequired
to be provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not be digiblefor the federal
or state share of cost upon approval or denial of the resource family
application, consistent with subdivision (g), beyond 180 days, or, if the
conditions of subparagraph (E) are met, beyond 365 days, whichever occurs
first.

(E) The federal and state share of payment made pursuant to this
paragraph shall be available beyond 180 days of payments, and up to 365
days of payments, if al of the following conditions are met:

(i) On amonthly basis, the county has documented good cause for the
delay in approving the resource family application that is outside the direct
control of the county, which may include delaysin processing background
check clearances or exemptions, medical examinations, or delays that are
based on the needs of the family.
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(ii) Onamonthly basis, the deputy director or director of the county child
welfare department, or their designee, has been notified of the delay in
approving the resource family application and that notification is documented
in the resource family approval file.

(iii) On amonthly basis, the county provides to the department alist of
the resource family applications that have been pending for more than 90
days and the reason for the delays.

(2) For emergency or compelling reason placements made during the
201920 fiscal year:

(A) Payments shall be made to an emergency caregiver through the
Emergency Assistance Program included in the state’ s Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families block grant.

(B) The county shall be solely responsible for the nonfederal share of
cost.

(C) Notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and (B), if the child or nonminor
dependent is determined to be ineligible for the Emergency Assistance
Program included in the state’'s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
block grant, 70 percent of the cost of emergency payments made to the
emergency caregiver shall befunded by the department and 30 percent shall
be funded by the county.

(D) Notwithstanding subparagraphs(A), (B), and (C), paymentsrequired
to be provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not be digiblefor the federal
or state share of cost upon approval or denial of the resource family
application, consistent with subdivision (g), or beyond 120 days, whichever
occurs first.

(E) The federad and state share of payment made pursuant to this
paragraph shall be available beyond 120 days of payments, and up to 365
days of payments, if al of the following conditions are met:

(i) On amonthly basis, the county has documented good cause for the
delay in approving the resource family application that is outside the direct
control of the county, which may include delaysin processing background
check clearances or exemptions, medical examinations, or delays that are
based on the needs of the family.

(ii) Onamonthly basis, the deputy director or director of the county child
welfare department, or their designee, or the chief probation officer, or their
designee, as applicable, has been notified of the delay in approving the
resource family application and that notification is documented in the
resource family approval file.

(iif) On amonthly basis, the county provides to the department alist of
the resource family applications that have been pending for more than 120
days and the reason for the delays.

(3) For emergency or compelling reason placements made during the
2020-21 fiscal year:

(A) Payments shall be made to an emergency caregiver through the
Emergency Assistance Program included in the state’ s Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families block grant.
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(B) The county shall be solely responsible for the nonfederal share of
cost.

(C) Notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and (B), if the child or nonminor
dependent is determined to be ineligible for the Emergency Assistance
Program included in the state’'s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
block grant, 70 percent of the cost of emergency payments made to the
emergency caregiver shall befunded by the department and 30 percent shall
be funded by the county.

(D) Notwithstanding subparagraphs(A), (B), and (C), paymentsrequired
to be provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not bedigiblefor the federal
or state share of cost upon approval or denial of the resource family
application, consistent with subdivision (g), or beyond 120 days, whichever
occurs first.

(E) The federad and state share of payment made pursuant to this
paragraph shall be available beyond 120 days of payments, and up to 365
days of payments, if al of the following conditions are met:

(i) Onamonthly basis, the county has documented good cause for delay
in approving the resource family application that is outside the direct control
of the county, which may include delays in processing background check
clearances or exemptions, medical examinations, or delays that are based
on the needs of the family.

(ii) Onamonthly basis, the deputy director or director of the county child
welfare department, or their designees, or the chief probation officer, or
their designee, as applicable, has been notified of the delay in approving
the resource family application and that notification is documented in the
resource family approval file.

(iif) On amonthly basis, the county provides to the department alist of
the resource family applications that have been pending for more than 120
days and the reasons for the delays.

(F) The 365-day payment limitation pursuant to subparagraph (E) and
accompanying rules and regulations is suspended through June 30, 2021,
subject to guidance from the State Department of Social Services.

(4) For emergency or compelling reason placements made during the
202122 fiscal year:

(A) Payments shall be made to an emergency caregiver through the
Emergency Assistance Program included in the state’ s Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families block grant.

(B) The county shall be solely responsible for the nonfederal share of
cost.

(C) Notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and (B), if the child or nonminor
dependent is determined to be ineligible for the Emergency Assistance
Program included in the state’'s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
block grant, 70 percent of the cost of emergency payments made to the
emergency caregiver shall befunded by the department and 30 percent shall
be funded by the county.

(D) Notwithstanding subparagraphs(A), (B), and (C), paymentsrequired
to be provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not be digiblefor the federal
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or state share of cost upon approval or denial of the resource family
application, consistent with subdivision (g), or beyond 120 days, whichever
occurs first.

(E) Notwithstanding subparagraph (D), the federal and state share of
payment made pursuant to this paragraph shall be available beyond 120
days of payments, and up to 365 days of payments, if al of the following
conditions are met:

(i) Onamonthly basis, the county has documented good cause for delay
in approving the resource family application that is outside the direct control
of the county, which may include delays in processing background check
clearances or exemptions, medical examinations, or delays that are based
on the needs of the family.

(ii) Onamonthly basis, the deputy director or director of the county child
welfare department, or their designees, or the chief probation officer, or
their designee, as applicable, has been notified of the delay in approving
the resource family application and that notification is documented in the
resource family approval file.

(iii) On amonthly basis, the county provides to the department alist of
the resource family applications that have been pending for more than 120
days and the reasons for the delays.

(5) For emergency or compelling reason placements made during the
2022-23 fiscal year, and each fiscal year thereafter:

(A) Payments shall be made to an emergency caregiver through the
Emergency Assistance Program included in the state’ s Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families block grant.

(B) The county shall be solely responsible for the nonfederal share of
cost.

(C) Notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and (B), if the child or nonminor
dependent is determined to be ineligible for the Emergency Assistance
Program included in the state’'s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
block grant, 70 percent of the cost of the emergency payments made to the
emergency caregiver shall befunded by the department and 30 percent shall
be funded by the county.

(D) Notwithstanding subparagraphs(A), (B), and (C), paymentsrequired
to be provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not be digiblefor the federal
or state share of cost upon approval or denial of the resource family
application, consistent with subdivision (g), or beyond 120 days, whichever
occursfirst.

(E) Notwithstanding subparagraph (D), the federal and state share of
payment made pursuant to this paragraph shall be available beyond 120
days of payments, and up to 365 days of payments, if al of the following
conditions are met:

(i) Onamonthly basis, the county has documented good cause for delay
in approving the resource family application that is outside the direct control
of the county due to processing background check clearances or exemptions
or medical examinations, delaysin home or grounds improvementsthat are
outside the control of the family or county, completion of speciaized or
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individualized training required of the family that are beyond the basic
resource family approva requirements, delays related to changes in the
home environment resulting in the need for anew assessment, delaysrelated
to the time commitments required of the caregiver as aresult of the child’s
placement into foster care, delays asaresult of the applicant exercising due
process rights, or delays that are based on the needs of the family.

(ii) Onamonthly basis, the deputy director or director of the county child
welfare department, or their designees, or the chief probation officer, or
their designee, as applicable, has been notified of the delay in approving
the resource family application and that notification is documented in the
resource family approval file.

(iii) On amonthly basis, the county provides to the department alist of
the resource family applications that have been pending for more than 90
days, the reasons for the delays, and documentation supporting the good
cause determination.

(f) (1) An emergency caregiver eligible for payments pursuant to
subdivision (b) of Section 11461.35, as that section read on June 30, 2018,
shall continue to be eligible for those payments on and after July 1, 2018,
until the emergency caregiver’s resource family application is approved or
denied.

(2) Fundingfor apayment describedin paragraph (1) shall beasfollows:

(A) If the emergency caregiver was eligible to receive payments funded
through the Approved Relative Caregiver Funding Program, payments shall
be made through that program until the application for resource family
approval is approved or denied.

(B) If the emergency caregiver was eligible to receive payments funded
through the Emergency Assistance Program, payments shall be made through
that program, subject to the following conditions:

(i) Upto180tota daysor, if the conditions of subparagraph (D) are met,
up to 365 total days of payments shall be made to the emergency caregiver
through the Emergency Assistance Program. For the purpose of this
subdivision, “total days of payments’ includes all payments made to the
emergency caregiver through the Emergency Assistance Program pursuant
to this section and Section 11461.35, as that section read on June 30, 2018.

(ii) The county shall be solely responsible for the nonfederal share of
cost.

(C) Notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and (B), payments required to
be provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not be eligible for the federal
or state share of cost upon approval or denial of the resource family
application, consistent with subdivision (g), beyond 180 days, or, if the
conditions of subparagraph (D) are met, beyond 365 days, whichever occurs
first.

(D) The federal and state share of payment made pursuant to this
subdivision shall be available beyond 180 total days of payments, and up
to 365 total days of payments, when the following conditions are met:

(i) On amonthly basis, the county has documented good cause for the
delay in approving the resource family application that is outside the direct
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control of the county, which may include delaysin processing background
check clearances or exemptions, medical examinations, or delays that are
based on the needs of the family.

(ii) Onamonthly basis, the deputy director or director of the county child
welfare department, or their designee, has been notified of the delay in
approving the resource family application and that notification isdocumented
in the resource family approval file.

(iii) On amonthly basis, the county provides to the department a list of
the resource family applications that have been pending for more than 90
days, the number of cases that have received more than 90 total days of
payments pursuant to this section and Section 11461.35, and the reason for
the delays in approval or denial of the resource family applications.

(9) (1) If the application for resource family approval is approved, the
funding source for the placement shall be changed to AFDC-FC or the
Approved Relative Caregiver Funding Program, as appropriate and consistent
with existing eligibility requirements.

(2) If the application for resource family approval is denied, eligibility
for funding pursuant to this section shall be terminated.

(h) A county shall not be liable for any federal disallowance or penalty
imposed on the state asaresult of acounty’saction in reliance onthe state's
instruction related to implementation of this section.

(i) (1) For the 2018-19 and 201920 fiscal years, the department shall
determine, on a county-by-county basis, whether the timeframe for the
resource family approval process resulted in net assistance costs or net
assistance savings for assistance payments, pursuant to this section.

(2) For the2018-19 and 201920 fiscal years, the department shall also
consider, on a county-by-county basis, the impact to the receipt of federa
Title IV-E funding that may result from implementation of this section.

(3) The department shall work with the California State Association of
Countiestojointly determine the timeframe for subsequent reviews of county
costs and savings beyond the 201920 fiscal year.

(1) (1) Thedepartment shall monitor theimplementation of this section,
including, but not limited to, tracking the usage and duration of Emergency
Assistance Program payments made pursuant to this section and evaluating
the duration of time a child or nonminor dependent isin a home pending
resource family approval. The department may conduct county reviews or
case reviews, or both, to monitor the implementation of this section and to
ensure successful implementation of the county plan, submitted pursuant
to subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (€) of Section 11461.35,
to eliminate any resource family approval backlog by September 1, 2018.

(2) Thedepartment may request information or data necessary to oversee
the implementation of this section until data collection is available through
automation. Pending the completion of automation, information or data
collected manually shall be determined in consultation with the County
Welfare Directors Association of California.

(k) An appropriation shall not be made pursuant to Section 15200 for
purposes of implementing this section.
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(1) (1) On and after July 1, 2019, each county shall provide a payment
equivalent to the resource family basic level rate of the home-based family
care rate structure, pursuant to Section 11463, on behalf of an Indian child,
as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 224.1, placed in the home of the
caregiver who is pending approval as atribally approved home, as defined
in subdivision (r) of Section 224.1, if al of the following criteria are met:

(A) The placement is made pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 309,
Section 361.45, Section 727.05, or clause (i) of subparagraph (A) of
paragraph (1) of subdivision (h) of Section 319.

(B) The caregiver has been assessed pursuant to Section 361.4.

(C) The child is not otherwise eligible for AFDC-FC or the Approved
Relative Caregiver Funding Program, pursuant to Section 11461.3, while
placed in the home of the caregiver.

(D) Thechildresidesin Cdlifornia.

(E) The tribe or tribal agency has initiated the process for the home to
become tribally approved.

(F) An application for the Emergency Assistance Program has been
completed by the placing agency.

(2) The beginning date of aid for payments made pursuant to this
subdivision shall be the date of placement.

(3) Thefunding source for the placement shall be changed to AFDC-FC
or the Approved Relative Caregiver Funding Program, as appropriate and
consistent with existing eligibility requirements, when the caregiver is
approved as atribally approved home. If the approval is denied, payments
made pursuant to this subdivision shall cease.

(4) Subdivision (e) and subdivisions (h) to (k), inclusive, shall apply to
payments made pursuant to this subdivision.

(m) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the department may
implement and administer this section through an all-county letter or similar
instructions, which shall include instructions regarding the eligibility
standards for emergency assistance until regulations are adopted.

SEC. 52. Section 11461.6 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

11461.6. (a) The Emergency Child Care Bridge Program for Foster
Children is hereby established, to be implemented at the discretion of each
county, for the purpose of stabilizing foster children with families at the
time of placement by providing a time-limited payment or voucher for
childcare following the child’s placement, or for a child whose parent isin
foster care, and by providing the family with a childcare navigator to assist
the family in accessing long-term subsidized childcare.

(b) The Emergency Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children shall
be administered by county welfare departments that choose to participate
in the program.

(c) (1) Asdetermined by the county welfare department, and consistent
with guidance issued by the State Department of Social Services, counties
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may establish local priorities and may either provide payment directly to
thefamily or childcare provider, or contract with alocal alternative payment
program to distribute vouchers for childcare.

(2) Countiesthat elect to provide payment directly to afamily or childcare
provider shall pay commensurate with the regional market rates, asdescribed
in Section 10374.5.

(3) For counties that elect to contract with a local alternative payment
agency, asdescribed in Section 10225, to distribute childcare vouchers, the
vouchers shall be in an amount commensurate with the regional market
rates, as described in Section 10374.5, and the contract shall not displace,
or result in the reduction of, an existing contract with a current local
alternative payment program.

(d) (1) Participating county welfare departments shall determine
eligibility of a child for the Emergency Child Care Bridge Program for
Foster Children using the criteria outlined in paragraphs (2) and (3).

(2) Family placements eligible to receive payment or a voucher for
childcare include both of the following:

(A) Approved resource families, as described in Section 16519.5 of this
code and Section 1517 of the Health and Safety Code, and families that
have a child placed with them in an emergency or for a compelling reason,
as described in Section 16519.5.

(B) Parents under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, including, but
not limited to, nonminor dependent parents.

(3) A participating county welfare department may provide a payment
or voucher if work or school responsibilities preclude resource families
from providing care when the child for whom they have care and
responsibility is not in school or for periods when the family, as described
in paragraph (2), is required to participate, without the child, in activities
associated with parenting a child that are beyond the scope of ordinary
parental duties, including, but not limited to, attendance at administrative
or judicial reviews, case conferences, and family training.

(e) Each child receiving a monthly childcare payment or voucher shall
be provided with a childcare navigator, pursuant to paragraph (5) of
subdivision (a) of Section 10219, who shall work directly with the child’s
family, social worker, and the child and family team to assist in accessing
childcare at thetime of placement aswell aslong-term, subsidized childcare
for the child, as necessary.

(f) Each child receiving a monthly childcare payment or voucher shall
be digible to receive the payment or voucher for up to six months. If the
child and family access long-term, subsidized childcare prior to the end of
the six-month period covered by the payment or voucher, eligibility for the
monthly payment or voucher shall terminate upon enrollment in long-term,
subsidized childcare.

(9) (1) Eligibility for the monthly payment or voucher may be extended
beyond theinitial six-month period for an additional six-month period, not
to exceed 12 months in total, at the discretion of the county welfare
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department, if the child and family have been unable to access long-term,
subsidized childcare during the initial six-month period.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the county welfare department may
extend eligibility for the monthly payment or voucher beyond 12 months
based on a compelling reason that may include, but is not limited to, the
inability of the foster child to successfully transition to other subsidized
childcare, theloss of the payment or voucher would jeopardize a successful
reunification or permanency plan, or other reasons authorized pursuant to
guidance issued by the department, with input from stakeholders. This
paragraph shall become operative September 1, 2022.

(h) The department shall seek al federal approvals necessary to claim
federal reimbursement under Title IV-E of the federal Social Security Act
in order to maximize state and local funding for childcare.

(i) This section shall not be interpreted to create an entitlement to a
childcare payment or voucher.

(i) The program established pursuant to this section is intended to
complement county child welfare agency efforts to recruit, retain, and
support resource families as described in Section 16003.5, and any funding
provided to counties pursuant to this section shall supplement those county
activities to support the goals of Chapter 773 of the Statutes of 2015 and
Chapter 612 of the Statutes of 2016.

SEC. 53. Section 11462 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

11462. (@) The department shall commence development of a new
payment structure for short-term residential therapeutic program placements
claiming Title IV-E funding, in consultation with county placing agencies
and providers.

(b) Thedepartment shall develop arate system that includes consideration
of al of the following factors:

(1) Core services, made available to children and nonminor dependents
either directly or secured through formal agreements with other agencies,
which are traumainformed and culturally relevant and include:

(A) Specialty mental health services for children who meet medical
necessity criteria for specialty mental health services under the Medi-Cal
Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment program.

(B) Transition support services for children, youth, and families upon
initial entry and placement changes and for familieswho assume permanency
through reunification, adoption, or guardianship.

(C) Educational and physical, behavioral, and mental health supports,
including extracurricular activities and social supports.

(D) Activities designed to support transition-age youth and nonminor
dependents in achieving a successful adulthood.

(E) Services to achieve permanency, including supporting efforts to
reunify or achieve adoption or guardianship and efforts to maintain or
establish relationships with parents, siblings, extended family members,
tribes, or othersimportant to the child or youth, as appropriate.
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(F) When serving Indian children, as defined in subdivisions (a) and (b)
of Section 224.1, the core services described in subparagraphs (A) to (E),
inclusive, which shall be provided to eligible children consistent with active
efforts pursuant to Section 361.7.

(G) (i) Facilitating the identification and, as needed, the approva of
resource families pursuant to Section 16519.5, for the purpose of
transitioning children and youth to family-based care.

(ii) If ashort-term residential therapeutic program elects to approve and
monitor resource families directly, the program shall comply with all laws
applicable to foster family agencies, including, but not limited to, those set
forth in the Community Care Facilities Act (Chapter 3 (commencing with
Section 1500) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code).

(iii) For short-term residential therapeutic programsthat elect to approve
and monitor resource families directly, the department shall have all the
same duties and responsibilities as those programs have for licensed foster
family agencies, as set forth in applicable law, including, but not limited to,
those set forth in the Community Care FacilitiesAct (Chapter 3 (commencing
with Section 1500) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code).

(2) The core services specified in subparagraphs (A) to (G), inclusive,
of paragraph (1) are not intended to duplicate services aready available to
foster children in the community, but to support access to those services
and supports to the extent they are aready available. Those services and
supports may include, but are not limited to, foster youth services available
through county offices of education, Indian Health Services, or school-based
extracurricular activities.

(3) Specidized and intensive treatment supports that encompass the
elements of nonmedical care and supervision necessary to meet a child's
or youth's safety and other needs that cannot be met in a family-based
setting.

(4) Staff training.

(5) Health and Safety Code requirements.

(6) Accreditation that includes:

(A) Provisionfor all licensed short-term residential therapeutic programs
to obtain and maintain in good standing accreditation from a nationally
recognized accreditation agency, as identified by the department, with
expertise in programs for children or youth group care facilities, as
determined by the department.

(B) Promulgation by the department of information identifying that
agency or agencies from which accreditation shall be required.

(C) Provision for timely reporting to the department of any change in
accreditation status.

(D) Provision for reduction or revocation of the rate in the event of the
suspension, lapse, revocation, or other loss of accreditation, or failure to
provide proof of that accreditation to the department upon reguest.

(7) Mental health certification, including a requirement to timely report
to the department any change in mental health certificate status.
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(8) Maximization of federa financial participation under Title 1V-E and
Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

(c) The department shall establish rates pursuant to subdivisions (a) and
(b) commencing January 1, 2017. Therate structure shall include an interim
rate, aprovisiona rate for new short-term residential therapeutic programs,
and aprobationary rate. The department may issue a one-time reimbursement
for accreditation feesincurred after August 1, 2016, in an amount and manner
determined by the department in written directives.

(1) (A) Initid interim rates developed pursuant to this section shall be
effective January 1, 2017, through December 31, 2024.

(B) Theinitia interim rates developed pursuant to this paragraph shall
not be lower than the rates proposed as part of the Governor’s 2016 May
Revision.

(C) Theinitial interim rates set forth in written directives or regulations
pursuant to paragraph (3) shall become inoperative on January 1, 2025.

(D) It istheintent of the Legislature to establish an ongoing payment
structure no later than January 1, 2025.

(2) Consistent with Section 11466.01, for provisional and probationary
rates, the following shall be established:

(A) Terms and conditions, including the duration of the rate.

(B) Anadministrative review process for rate determinations, including
denials, reductions, and terminations.

(C) Anadministrativereview processthat includes adepartmental review,
corrective action, and a protest with the department. Notwithstanding the
rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code), this process shall be disseminated by written directive
pending the promulgation of regulations.

(3) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the initia interim rates,
provisional rates, and probationary rates and the manner in which they are
determined shall be set forth in written directives until regulations are
adopted.

(d) The department shall develop a system of governmental monitoring
and oversight that shall be carried out in coordination with the State
Department of Health Care Services. Oversight responsibilities shall include,
but not be limited to, ensuring conformity with federal and state law,
including program, fiscal, and health and safety audits and reviews. The
state agencies shall attempt to minimize duplicative audits and reviews to
reduce the administrative burden on providers.

SEC. 54. Section 11462.01 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

11462.01. (&) (1) If aprogram will admit Medi-Cal beneficiaries, no
later than 12 months following the date of initial licensure, a short-term
residential therapeutic program, as defined in subdivision (ad) of Section
11400 of this code and paragraph (18) of subdivision (a) of Section 1502
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of the Health and Safety Code, shall obtain a contract, subject to an
agreement on rates and terms and conditions, with a county mental health
plan to provide specialty mental health services and demonstrate the ability
to meet the therapeutic needs of each child, as identified in any of the
following:

(A) A mental health assessment.

(B) Thechild's case plan.

(C) The child’'s needs and services plan.

(D) The assessment of a qualified individual, as defined in subdivision
(1) of Section 16501.

(E) Other documentation demonstrating the child has a mental health
need.

(2) A short-term residential therapeutic program shall comply with any
other mental health program approvals required by the State Department of
Health Care Services or by a county mental health plan to which mental
health program approval authority has been delegated.

(b) A short-term residential therapeutic program, except as specified in
subdivision (c), may accept for placement a child who meets both of the
criteria in paragraphs (1) and (2) and at least one of the conditions in
paragraph (3). N . .

(1) Thechild does not require inpatient carein alicensed health facility.

(2) Thechild hasbeen assessed asrequiring thelevel of servicesprovided
in a short-term residential therapeutic program in order to maintain the
safety and well-being of the child or others due to behaviors, including those
resulting from traumas, that render the child or those around the child unsafe
or at risk of harm, or that prevent the effective delivery of needed services
and supports provided in the child's own home or in other family settings,
such aswith arelative, guardian, foster family, resource family, or adoptive
family. The assessment shall ensure the child has needs in common with
other children or youth in the care of the facility, consistent with subdivision
(c) of Section 16514.

() The child meets at least one of the following conditions:

(A) The child has been assessed, pursuant to Section 4096, as meeting
the medical necessity criteriafor Medi-Cal specialty mental health services,
as provided for in Section 1830.205 or 1830.210 of Title 9 of the California
Code of Regulations.

(B) The child has been assessed, pursuant to Section 4096, as seriously
emotionally disturbed, as defined in subdivision (&) of Section 5600.3.

(C) The child requires emergency placement pursuant to paragraph (3)
of subdivision (h).

(D) The child has been assessed, pursuant to Section 4096, as requiring
the level of services provided by the short-term residential therapeutic
program in order to meet the child’'s behavioral or therapeutic needs.

(4) Subject totherequirementsof this subdivision, ashort-term residentia
therapeutic program may have a specialized program to serve a child,
including, but not limited to, the following:

(A) A commercialy sexualy exploited child.

96



Ch. 50 — 162 —

(B) A private voluntary placement, if the youth exhibits status offender
behavior, the parents or other relatives feel they cannot control the child’'s
behavior, and short-term intervention is needed to transition the child back
into the home.

(C) A juvenile sex offender.

(D) A child who is affiliated with, or impacted by, a gang.

(c) (1) A short-term residential therapeutic program that is operating as
a children’s crisis residential program, as defined in Section 1502 of the
Health and Safety Code, may accept for admission any child who meets all
of the requirements set forth in paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section
11462.011 and subdivisions (a) to (e), inclusive, of Section 4096.

(2) The primary function of a children’s crisisresidential programisto
provide short-term crisis stabilization, therapeutic intervention, and
specialized programming in an unlocked, staff-secured setting with a high
degree of supervision and structure and the goal of supporting the rapid and
successful transition of the child back to the community.

(d) A foster family agency that is certified asaMedi-Cal specialty mental
health provider pursuant to Section 1810.435 of Title 9 of the California
Code of Regulations by the State Department of Health Care Services, or
by a county mental health plan to which the department has delegated
certification authority, and which has entered into a contract with a county
mental health plan pursuant to Section 1810.436 of Title 9 of the California
Code of Regulations, shall provide, or provide access to, specialty mental
health services to children under its care who do not require inpatient care
in alicensed health facility and who meet the medical necessity criteriafor
Medi-Cal speciaty mental health services provided for in Section 1830.205
or 1830.210 of Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations.

(e) A foster family agency that is not certified as a Medi-Cal specialty
mental health provider shall provide access to specialty and mental health
services and other servicesin that program for children who do not require
inpatient carein alicensed health facility and who meet any of the conditions
in paragraph (3) of subdivision (b). In thissituation, the foster family agency
shall do the following:

(1) In the case of a child who is a Medi-Cal beneficiary, arrange for
speciaty mental health services from the county mental health plan.

(2) In al other cases, arrange for the child to receive mental health
services.

(f) All short-term residential therapeutic programs shall maintain the
level of care and services necessary to meet the needs, including the assessed
needs and child-specific goals identified by aqualified individua pursuant
to subdivision (g) of Section 4096, as applicable, of the children and youth
in their care and shall maintain and have in good standing the appropriate
mental health program approva. If a program will admit Medi-Cal
beneficiaries, the short-term residential therapeutic program shall obtain a
certification to provide Medi-Cal specialty mental health servicesissued by
the State Department of Health Care Services or a county mental health
plan to which the department has del egated mental health program approval
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authority, pursuant to Section 4096.5 of this code or Section 1810.435 or
1810.436 of Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations. All foster family
agencies that are certified as a Medi-Cal specialty mental health provider
pursuant to Section 1810.435 of Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations
shall maintain the level of care and services necessary to meet the needs of
children and youth in their care and shall maintain and havein good standing
the Medi-Cal speciaty mental health provider certification issued by the
State Department of Health Care Services or a county mental health plan
to which the department has delegated certification authority.

(g) The assessments described in subparagraphs (A), (B), (C), and (D)
of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) shall ensure the child's individua
behavioral or treatment needs are consistent with, and can be met by, the
facility and shall be made by one of the following, as applicable:

(1) Aninteragency placement committee, as described in Section 4096,
considering the recommendations from the child and family team. If the
short-term residential therapeutic program serves children who are placed
by county child welfare agencies and children who are placed by probation
departments, the interagency placement committee shall also ensure the
requirements of subdivision (c) of Section 16514 have been met with respect
to commonality of need.

(2) A licensed mental health professional as defined in subdivision (j)
of Section 4096.

(3) Anindividualized education program team. For the purposes of this
section, an AFDC-FC funded child with anindividualized education program
developed pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 56320) of
Chapter 4 of Part 30 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Education Code that
assesses the child as seriously emotionally disturbed, as defined in, and
subject to, this section and recommends out-of -home placement at the level
of care provided by the provider, shall be deemed to have met the assessment
requirement.

(4) A qudifiedindividual, asdefined in subdivision () of Section 16501.

(h) (1) The short-term residential therapeutic program shall maintain
documentation of the assessments required pursuant to Section 4096 for
AFDC-FC funded children, except as provided for in paragraph (3) of
subdivision (g). The short-term residential therapeutic program shall inform
the department if the county placing agency does not provide the
documentation.

(2) Theapproval shall beinwriting and shall indicate that the interagency
placement committee has determined one of the following:

(A) Thechild meetsthe medical necessity criteriafor Medi-Cal specialty
mental health services, as provided for in Section 1830.205 or 1830.210 of
Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations.

(B) The child is seriousy emotionally disturbed, as described in
subdivision (a) of Section 5600.3.

(3) (A) Nothingin subdivisions (a) to (@), inclusive, or this subdivision
shall prevent an emergency placement of a child or youth into a certified
short-term residential therapeutic program prior to the determination by the
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interagency placement committee, but only if a licensed mental health
professional, as defined in subdivision (j) of Section 4096, has made a
written determination within 72 hours of the child's or youth's placement,
that the child or youth requiresthelevel of servicesand supervision provided
by the short-term residentia therapeutic program in order to meet their
behavioral or therapeutic needs. If the short-term residential therapeutic
program serves children placed by county child welfare agenciesand children
placed by probation departments, the interagency placement committee
shall also ensure the requirements of subdivision (c) of Section 16514 have
been met with respect to commonality of need.

(i) The interagency placement committee, as appropriate, shall, within
30 days of placement, make the determinations, with recommendations
from the child and family team, required by this subdivision.

(ii) If it determines the placement is appropriate, the interagency
placement committee, with recommendations from the child and family
team, shall transmit the approval, in writing, to the county placing agency
and the short-term residential therapeutic program.

(iii) If it determines the placement is not appropriate, the interagency
placement committee shall respond pursuant to subparagraph (B).

(B) (i) If the interagency placement committee determines at any time
that the placement is not appropriate, it shall, with recommendations from
the child and family team, transmit the disapproval, in writing, to the county
placing agency and the short-term residential therapeutic program and shall
include a recommendation as to the child’s appropriate level of care and
placement to meet the child’s service needs. The necessary interagency
placement committee representative or representatives shall participate in
any child and family team meetings to refer the child or youth to an
appropriate placement, as specified in this section.

(ii) The child may remain in the placement for the amount of time
necessary to identify and transition the child to an alternative, suitable
placement. On and after October 1, 2021, federal AFDC-FC shall not be
used to fund the placement for more than 30 days from the date that the
qualified individual or interagency placement committee determined that
the placement is no longer recommended or the court disapproved the
placement.

(iii) Notwithstanding clause (i), if theinteragency placement committee
determined the placement was not appropriate due to a health and safety
concern, immediate arrangementsfor the child to transition to an appropriate
placement shall occur.

(i) Commencing January 1, 2017, for AFDC-FC funded children or youth,
only those children or youth who are approved for placement, as set forth
in this section, may be accepted by a short-term residentia therapeutic
program.

(1) Thedepartment shall, through regulation, establish consequences for
the failure of a short-term residential therapeutic program to obtain written
approval for placement of an AFDC-FC funded child or youth pursuant to
this section.
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(K) The department shall not establish arate for a short-term residential
therapeutic program unless the provider submits a recommendation from
the host county or the primary placing county that the program is needed
and that the provider iswilling and capable of operating the program at the
level sought. For purposes of this subdivision, “host county,” and “primary
placing county,” mean the same as defined in the department’'s AFDC-FC
ratesetting regulations.

(1) Any short-term residential therapeutic program shall be reclassified
and paid at the appropriate program rate for which it is qualified if any of
the following occur:

(1) (A) It fails to maintain the level of care and services necessary to
meet the needs of the children and youth in care, as required by subdivision
(a). The determination shall be made consistent with the department’s
AFDC-FC ratesetting regulations devel oped pursuant to Section 11462 and
shall take into consideration the highest level of care and associated rates
for which the program may be eligible if granted an extension pursuant to
Section 11462.04 or any reduction in rate associated with a provisional or
probationary rate granted or imposed under Section 11466.01.

(B) Inthe event of adetermination under this paragraph, the short-term
residential therapeutic program may appeal thefinding or submit acorrective
action plan. The appeal process specified in Section 11466.6 shall be
availableto ashort-term residential therapeutic program. During any appeal,
the short-term residential therapeutic program shall maintain the appropriate
level of care.

(2) It failsto maintain amental health treatment program as required by
subdivision (f).

(3) Itfailstotimely obtain or maintain accreditation as required by state
law or fails to provide proof of that accreditation to the department upon
request.

(m) Inaddition to any other review required by law, the child and family
team as defined in paragraph (4) of subdivision (&) of Section 16501 may
periodically review the placement of the child or youth. If the child and
family team make arecommendation that the child or youth no longer needs,
or is not benefiting from, placement in a short-term residential therapeutic
program, the team shall transmit the disapproval, in writing, to the county
placing agency to consider a more appropriate placement.

(n) Thedepartment shall devel op aprocessto address placements when,
subsequent to the child’s or youth's placement, a determination is made by
theinteragency placement team and shall consider the recommendations of
the child and family team, either that the child or youth isnot in need of the
care and services provided by the certified program. The process shall
include, but not be limited to:

(1) Notice of the determination in writing to both the county placing
agency and the short-term residential therapeutic program or foster family
agency that provides intensive and therapeutic treatment.
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(2) Notice of the county’splan, and atimeframe, for removal of thechild
or youth in writing to the short-term residential therapeutic program that
provides intensive and therapeutic treatment.

(3) Referral to an appropriate placement.

(4) Actionsto be taken if a child or youth is not timely removed from
the short-term residential therapeutic program that provides intensive and
therapeutic treatment or placed in an appropriate placement.

(0) (1) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a short-term residentia
therapeutic program from accepting private admissions of children or youth.

(2) When areferral isnot from apublic agency and public funding is not
involved, thereis no requirement for public agency review or determination
of need.

(3) Children and youth subject to paragraphs (1) and (2) shall have been
determined to be seriously emotionally disturbed, asdescribed in subdivision
(@) of Section 5600.3, and subject to Section 1502.4 of the Health and Safety
Code, by alicensed mental health professional, as defined in subdivision
(j) of Section 4096.

SEC. 55. Section 11463 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

11463. (@) The department shall commence development of a new
payment structure for the Title I V-E funded foster family agency placement
option that maximizes federal funding, in consultation with county placing
agencies.

(b) The department shall develop a payment system for foster family
agencies that provide treatment, intensive treatment, and therapeutic foster
care programs, and shall consider al of the following factors:

(1) Administrative activities that are eligible for federal financia
participation provided, at the request of the county, for and to county-licensed
or approved family homes and resource families, intensive case management
and supervision, and services to achieve legal permanency or successful
transition to adulthood.

(2) Social work activities that are eligible for federal financia
participation under Title IV-E (42 U.S.C. Sec. 670 et seq.) of the federal
Social Security Act.

(3) Saocial work and mental health services eligible for federa financial
participation under Title XIX (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1396 et seg.) of the federal
Social Security Act.

(4) Intensivetreatment or therapeutic servicesin thefoster family agency.

(5) Core services that are made available to children and nonminor
dependentseither directly or secured through agreementswith other agencies,
and which are traumainformed, culturally relevant, and include any of the
following:

(A) Specialty mental health services for children who meet medical
necessity criteria for specialty mental health services, as provided for in
Section 1830.205 or 1830.210 of Title 9 of the California Code of
Regulations.
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(B) Transition support services for children, youth, and families upon
initial entry and placement changes and for familieswho assume permanency
through reunification, adoption, or guardianship.

(C) Educational, physical, behavioral, and mental health supports,
including extracurricular activities and social supports.

(D) Activities designed to support transition-age youth and nonminor
dependents in achieving a successful adulthood.

(E) Services to achieve permanency, including supporting efforts to
reunify or achieve adoption or guardianship and efforts to maintain or
establish relationships with parents, siblings, extended family members,
tribes, or othersimportant to the child or youth, as appropriate.

(F) When serving Indian children, as defined in subdivisions (a) and (b)
of Section 224.1, the core services specified in subparagraphs (A) to (E),
inclusive, shall be provided to eligible Indian children consistent with active
efforts pursuant to Section 361.7.

(G) The core services specified in subparagraphs (A) to (F), inclusive,
are not intended to duplicate services already available to foster childrenin
the community, but to support access to those services and supports to the
extent already available. Those services and supports may include, but are
not limited to, foster youth services available through county offices of
education, Indian Health Services, and school-based extracurricular activities.

(6) Staff training.

(7) Hedlth and Safety Code requirements.

(8) A processfor accreditation that includes all of the following:

(A) Provisionfor all licensed foster family agenciesto maintain in good
standing accreditation from a nationally recognized accreditation agency
with expertisein programsfor youth group care facilities, as determined by
the department.

(B) Promulgation by the department of information identifying the agency
or agencies from which accreditation shall be required.

(C) Provision for timely reporting to the department of any change in
accreditation status.

(9) Mental health certification, including a requirement to timely report
to the department any change in mental health certificate status.

(10) Populations served, including, but not limited to, any of the
following:

(A) (i) Children and youth assessed as seriously emotionally disturbed,
as described in subdivision (a) of Section 5600.3, including those children
and youth placed out-of-home pursuant to an individualized education
program developed under Article 2 (commencing with Section 56320) of
Chapter 4 of Part 30 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Education Code.

(ii) Children assessed as meeting the medical necessity criteria for
specialty mental health services, as provided for in Section 1830.205 or
1830.210 of Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations.

(B) AFDC-FC children and youth receiving intensive and therapeutic
treatment servicesin afoster family agency.
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(C) AFDC-FC children and youth receiving mental health treatment
services from afoster family agency.

(11) Maximization of federal financia participation for Title IV-E (42
U.S.C. Sec. 670 et seq.) and Title XI1X (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1396 €t. seq.) of the
federal Social Security Act.

() Commencing January 1, 2017, the department shall establish rates
pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b). The rate structure shall include an
interim rate, a provisiona rate for new foster family agency programs, and
a probationary rate. The department may issue a one-time reimbursement
for accreditation feesincurred after August 1, 2016, in an amount and manner
determined by the department in written directives.

(D) (A) Initial interim rates developed pursuant to this section shall be
effective January 1, 2017, through December 31, 2024.

(B) Theinitial interim rates developed pursuant to this paragraph shall
not be lower than the rates proposed as part of the Governor's 2016 May
Revision.

(C) Theinitia interim rates set forth in written directives or regulations
pursuant to paragraph (4) shall become inoperative on January 1, 2025.

(D) It isthe intent of the Legislature to develop an ongoing payment
structure no later than January 1, 2025. The payment structure shall be
implemented when the department notifiesthe L egidature that the statewide
automation systems can complete the necessary automation functions to
implement this subparagraph.

(2) Consistent with Section 11466.01, for provisional and probationary
rates, all of the following shall be established:

(A) Terms and conditions, including the duration of the rate.

(B) An administrative review process for the rate determinations,
including denials, reductions, and terminations.

(C) Anadminigtrativereview processthat includes adepartmental review,
corrective action, and an appeal with the department. Notwithstanding the
rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code), this process shall be disseminated by written directive
pending the promulgation of regulations.

(3 (A) (i) The foster family agency rate shall include a basic rate
pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (g) of Section 11461. A child or
youth placed in acertified family home or with aresource family of afoster
family agency is eligible for the basic rate, which shall be passed on to the
certified parent or resource family along with annual increasesin accordance
with paragraph (2) of subdivision (g) of Section 11461.

(ii) A certified family home of afoster family agency shall be paid the
basic rate as set forth in this paragraph only through December 31, 2024.

(B) The basic rate paid to either a certified family home or a resource
family of afoster family agency shall be paid by the agency to the home
from therate that is paid to the agency pursuant to this section.

(C) In addition to the basic rate described in this paragraph, the
department shall develop foster family agency ratesthat consider specialized
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programs to serve children with specific needs, including, but not limited
to, all of the following:

(i) Intensive treatment and behavioral needs, including those currently
being served under intensive treatment foster care.

(ii) Speciaized hedlth care needs.

(4) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the foster family agency
rates, and the manner in which they are determined, shall be set forth in
written directives until regulations are adopted.

(d) The department shall develop a system of governmental monitoring
and oversight that shall be carried out in coordination with the State
Department of Health Care Services. Oversight responsibilities shall include,
but not be limited to, ensuring conformity with federal and state law,
including program, fiscal, and health and safety reviews. The state agencies
shall attempt to minimize duplicative audits and reviews to reduce the
administrative burden on providers.

(e) Thedepartment shall consider theimpact on children and youth being
transitioned to alternate programs as aresult of the new ratesetting system.

(f) Commencing July 1, 2019, the rates paid to foster family agencies
shall, except for the rate paid to a certified family home or resource family
agency pursuant to clause (i) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (3) of
subdivision (c), be 4.15 percent higher than the rates paid to foster family
agenciesin the 2018-19 fiscal year.

(g) The amount included for the component for social workers in the
interim rates for foster family agencies devel oped and implemented by the
department pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of subdivision
(c) shall be increased over the rates paid to foster family agencies in the
201920 fiscal year by fifty dollars ($50) per child, per month, effective
July 1, 2021.

SEC. 56. Section 11466.36 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

11466.36. (a) The department may terminate a program rate if any of
the following conditions are met:

(1) Thedepartment determinesthat, based upon thefindings of ahearing
officer, a rate application or information submitted by a provider was
fraudulently submitted to the department.

(2) A provider is failing to provide services in accordance with the
standards associated with its paid rate or in accordance with its program
statement.

(3) A provider with an outstanding sustained overpayment incurs asecond
sustained overpayment, and is unable to repay the sustained overpayments.

(4) A provider has a sustained overpayment that represents 100 percent
of aprovider’'s annual rate reimbursement.

(5) A provider has a sustained overpayment and has failed to timely
submit its payments on more than three occasions in a 12-month period.

96



Ch. 50 —170—

(6) For aprovider operating ashort-term residential therapeutic program
or a community treatment facility, the program or facility is no longer
accredited as required by state law.

(b) Thischapter shall not be construed to affect the department’ s authority
under other provisions of law for collection of provider sustained
overpayments.

SEC. 57. Section 12201.06 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

12201.06. (a) Commencing January 1, 2017, the amount of aid paid
pursuant to this article, in effect on December 31, 2016, less the federal
benefit portion received under Part A of Title XVI of the federal Social
Security Act, shall be increased by 2.76 percent.

(b) (1) Commencing January 1, 2022, the amount of aid paid pursuant
tothisarticle, in effect on December 31, 2021, lessthe federal benefit portion
received under Part A of Title XV of the federal Social Security Act, shall
be increased by a percent increase, as determined by the State Department
of Socia Services and the Department of Finance that can be accomplished
with two hundred ninety-one million two hundred and el ghty-seven thousand
dollars ($291,287,000).

(2) The State Department of Social Services and the Department of
Finance shall provide anoticeto the Assembly and Senate Health and Human
Services budget subcommittees, Assembly and Senate Human Services
policy committees, and the Legislative Analyst’s Office of the final percent
increase effectuated by the appropriation included in the Budget Act of 2021
for the purposes of implementing paragraph (1) 30 days prior to notifying
thefedera Social Security Administration to operationalizethe grant increase
in this subdivision.

(3) Subject to an appropriation in the Budget Act of 2022, commencing
January 1, 2023, the amount of aid paid pursuant to this article, in effect on
December 31, 2022, |ess the federal benefit portion received under Part A
of Title XVI of the federal Social Security Act, shall be increased by a
percent increase, as determined by the State Department of Social Services
and the Department of Finance.

(4) The State Department of Social Services and the Department of
Finance shall provide anoticeto theAssembly and Senate Health and Human
Services budget subcommittees, Assembly and Senate Human Services
policy committees, and the Legislative Analyst's Office of the final percent
increase effectuated by the appropriation included in the Budget Act of 2022
for the purposes of implementing paragraph (3) 30 days before notifying
thefederal Social Security Administration to operationalize the grant increase
in this subdivision.

SEC. 58. Section 12300.6 is added to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
to read:

12300.6. (@) Effectiveno sooner than October 1, 2022, and no later than
60 days after the date of the final al-county letter, a county or a public
authority, as established pursuant to Section 12301.6, in collaboration with
the applicable county, shall administer abackup provider system for in-home
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supportive services and waiver personal care services providers in
compliance with the requirements of this section and Section 12300.5.

(b) Under the backup provider system, a recipient shall be €eligible to
receive temporary in-home supportive services or waiver personal care
services from a backup provider as set forth in this section if both of the
following conditions are met:

(1) The recipient has an urgent need for backup supportive services due
to a need for persona care services that cannot be met by an existing
provider, or because they are transitioning to home-based care and do not
yet have an identified provider.

(2) Therecipient’s health and safety will be at risk if they do not receive
their regularly scheduled in-home supportive services or waiver personal
care services such that it may result in the need for emergency services or
out-of-home placement if backup supportive services are not provided.

(c) (1) Themaximum total of hoursreceived under the backup provider
system shall not exceed 80 hours per state fiscal year for each eligible
recipient. Exceptionsto this 80-hour limit may be granted on an as-needed
basis for severely impaired recipients, but shall not exceed 160 hours each
statefiscal year. Exceptions shall only be granted if funding for the exception
is appropriated in the annual Budget Act.

(2) All service hours received under the backup provider system shall
count toward the recipient’s total monthly authorized in-home supportive
services or waiver personal care services hours, and shall not impact a
recipient’s authorized monthly hours, or the maximum number of hours
allowed under Section 12303.4 and subdivision (g) of Section 14132.95.

(3) If arecipient hastwo or more regular providers, on each occasion a
recipient has a need for backup supportive services as specified in this
section, an exception from an applicable provider workweek limitation set
forth in this article may be authorized for one of the regular providers, as
authorized pursuant to subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b)
of Section 12301.1, in lieu of finding a backup provider.

(d) Therequirements established pursuant to this section shall not restrict
or interfere with the right of a recipient to hire, terminate, and supervise
their backup provider. If arecipient chooses not to use, or terminates, the
backup provider referred to them by the county or public authority, it
becomestheresponsibility of the recipient to find and hire their own backup
provider.

(e) To be dligible to provide authorized backup in-home supportive
services or waiver personal care services and receive payment as a backup
provider pursuant to this section, a backup provider shall meet al of the
following requirements:

(1) The person shall not have been convicted of an offense specified in
Section 12305.81 or 12305.87 within the past 10 years.

(2) The person shall have met all requirements of provider enrollment,
as specified in Section 12301.24 and subdivision (&) of Section 12305.81.
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(3) The person shall be enrolled as a provider through the county or
public authority and meet all applicable local requirements to provide
emergency backup care.

(f) Subject to an appropriation inthe annua Budget Act, backup providers
shall be paid a wage that is two dollars ($2) above the current county or
public authority locally negotiated wage rate for a provider of in-home
supportive services and waiver personal care services.

(9) The backup provider system shall be operated, at a minimum, by the
county or public authority during normal county or public authority operating
hours Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.

(h) In operating the backup provider system, counties and public
authorities shall only be responsible for the following:

(1) Recruiting, enrolling, and making reasonable efforts to identify and
recruit available providers, to the extent possible.

(2) Responding to recipient requests for backup care.

(3) Referring recipients to one or more backup providers, if available
and if consistent with the recipient’s preferences and needs. This section
does not require a county or public authority to ensure the provision of
backup servicesin the event the county or the public authority is unable to
locate an available provider for referral.

(4) Entering information as required under this section in the Case
Management Information and Payrolling System for purposes of tracking
and paymentsto providers.

(i) Counties, public authorities, and the state shall be immune from
liahility resulting from a backup provider’s untimely response to a request
for provider backup services, subject to applicable legal limits, including
federal and state protections against discrimination.

(i) (1) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisionsof theAdministrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the department may
implement and administer this section through all-county letters or similar
instructions until regulations are adopted. The all-county letters or similar
written instructions shall have the same force and effect as regulations until
the adoption of regulations.

(2) The state shall seek any federal approvals it deems necessary to
implement this section. Thissection shall beimplemented only to the extent
that any necessary federal approvals are obtained and federa financial
participation under the Medi-Cal program is available and is not otherwise
jeopardized.

SEC. 59. Section 12301.24 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, as
amended by Section 70 of Chapter 11 of the Statutes of 2020, is amended
to read:

12301.24. (&) All prospective providers shall complete an in-person
provider orientation at the time of enrollment, as developed by the
department, in consultation with counties, which shall include, but is not
limited to, al of the following:

(1) Therequirementsto be an eligible IHSS provider.
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(2) A description of the IHSS program.

(3) Therules, regulations, and provider-related processes and procedures,
including timesheets.

(4) The consequences of committing fraud in the IHSS program.

(5) The Medi-Cal toll-free telephone fraud hotline and internet website
for reporting suspected fraud or abuse in the provision or receipt of
supportive services.

(6) The applicable federal and state requirements regarding minimum
wage and overtime pay, including paid travel time and wait time, and the
requirements of Section 12300.4.

(b) In order to complete provider enrollment, at the conclusion of the
provider orientation, all applicants shall sign astatement specifying that the
provider agreesto al of the following:

(1) The prospective provider will provide to a recipient the authorized
services.

(2) The prospective provider has received a demonstration of, and
understands, timesheet requirements, including content, signature, and
fingerprinting, when implemented.

(3) The prospective provider shall cooperate with state or county staff
to provide any information necessary for assessment or eval uation of acase.

(4) The prospective provider understands and agrees to program
expectations and is aware of the measures that the state or county may take
to enforce program integrity.

(5) The prospective provider has attended the provider orientation and
understands that failure to comply with program rules and requirements
may result in the provider being terminated from providing servicesthrough
the IHSS program.

(c) The county shall indefinitely retain this statement in the provider's
file. Refusal of the provider to sign the statement described in subdivision
(b) shall result in the provider being ineligible to receive payment for the
provision of services and participate as a provider in the IHSS program.

(d) All of thefollowing shall apply to the provider orientation described
in subdivision (a):

(1) (A) Theorientation shall bean onsite orientation that all prospective
providers shall attend in person.

(B) (i) If the state or local public health agency issues an order limiting
the size of gatherings, a county may hold a series of smaller in-person
orientations that meet the same criteria specified in this section. A county
is not required to hold an orientation in which prospective providers attend
in personif the state or local health agency issues an order that preventsthe
in-person orientation from occurring.

(i) If an orientation isnot required to be held in person pursuant to clause
(i), the county shall hold an orientation that is in person within 30 calendar
days of the date that the public health order restrictions are lifted. Counties
or IHSS public authorities may provide awritten attestation to the recognized
employee organization if public health conditions cause staffing or facility
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challengesthat cause delays, and such an attestation will result in aone-time
extension of 15 calendar days for the return to in-person orientations.

(C) The requirement for the orientation to be held in person and
prospective providers to attend the orientation in person shall not apply if
parties to a collective bargaining agreement expressly agree to waive that
requirement and have a negotiated alternative method for the provision of
the orientation.

(2) Prospective providers may attend the onsite orientation only after
completing the application for the IHSS provider enrollment process
described in subdivision (a) of Section 12305.81.

(3) Any oral presentation and written materials presented at the orientation
shall be trandated into al IHSS threshold languages in the county.

(4) (A) Representatives of the recognized employee organization in the
county shall be permitted to make a presentation of up to 30 minutes at the
beginning of the orientation. Prior to implementing the orientation
requirements set forth in this subdivision, counties shall provide at least the
level of access to, and the ability to make presentations at, provider
orientations that they allowed the recognized employee organization in the
county as of September 1, 2014. Counties shall not discourage prospective
providers from attending, participating, or listening to the orientation
presentation of the recognized employee organi zation. Prospective providers
may, by their own accord, choose not to participate in the recognized
employee organization presentation.

(B) Prior to scheduling a provider orientation, the county shall provide
the recognized employee organization in the county with not less than 10
daysadvance notice of the planned date, time, and location of the orientation.
If, within 3 business days of receiving that notice, the recognized employee
organization notifies the county of its unavailability for the planned
orientation, the county shall make reasonable efforts to schedule the
orientation so the recognized employee organization can attend, so long as
rescheduling the orientation does not delay provider enrollment by more
than 10 business days. The requirement to make reasonable efforts to
reschedule may be waived, as necessary, due to a natural disaster or other
declared state of emergency, or by mutual agreement between the county
and the recognized employee organization.

(C) Prior to the orientation, the recognized employee organization shall
be provided with the information described in subdivision (b) of Section
6253.2 of the Government Code for prospective providers.

(e) To the extent that the orientation is modified from an onsite and
in-person orientation, as required by paragraph (1) of subdivision (d), the
recognized employee organization in the county shall be provided with the
same right to make a presentation, the same advance notice of scheduling,
and the sameinformation regarding the applicants, providers, or prospective
providerswho will attend the orientation, as the organi zation would receive
for an onsite orientation.

(f) A claim may be brought before the Public Employment Relations
Board for an alleged violation of Section 3550 of the Government Code if
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the county has not complied with the requirements of this section within 30
days of being notified by the recognized empl oyee organization.

(g) Thissection shall remainin effect only until January 1, 2023, and as
of that date is repealed.

SEC. 60. Section 12301.24 of the Welfare and Ingtitutions Code, as
amended by Section 438 of Chapter 615 of the Statutes of 2021, isamended
to read:

12301.24. (&) All prospective providers shall complete an in-person
provider orientation at the time of enrollment, as developed by the
department, in consultation with counties, which shall include, but is not
limited to, al of the following:

(1) The requirementsto be an eligible IHSS provider.

(2) A description of the IHSS program.

(3) Therules, regulations, and provider-related processes and procedures,
including timesheets.

(4) The consequences of committing fraud in the IHSS program.

(5) The Medi-Cal toll-free telephone fraud hotline and internet website
for reporting suspected fraud or abuse in the provision or receipt of
supportive services.

(6) The applicable federal and state requirements regarding minimum
wage and overtime pay, including paid travel time and wait time, and the
requirements of Section 12300.4.

(b) In order to complete provider enrollment, at the conclusion of the
provider orientation, all applicants shall sign astatement specifying that the
provider agreesto al of the following:

(1) The prospective provider will provide to a recipient the authorized
services.

(2) The prospective provider has received a demonstration of, and
understands, timesheet requirements, including content, signature, and
fingerprinting, when implemented.

(3) The prospective provider shall cooperate with state or county staff
to provide any information necessary for assessment or evaluation of acase.

(4) The prospective provider understands and agrees to program
expectations and is aware of the measures that the state or county may take
to enforce program integrity.

(5) The prospective provider has attended the provider orientation and
understands that failure to comply with program rules and requirements
may result in the provider being terminated from providing servicesthrough
the IHSS program.

(c) The county shall indefinitely retain this statement in the provider's
file. Refusal of the provider to sign the statement described in subdivision
(b) shall result in the provider being ineligible to receive payment for the
provision of services and participate as a provider in the IHSS program.

(d) All of thefollowing shall apply to the provider orientation described
in subdivision (a):

(1) (A) Theorientation shall bean onsite orientation that all prospective
providers shall attend in person.
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(B) (i) If the state or local public health agency issues an order limiting
the size of gatherings, a county may hold a series of smaller in-person
orientations that meet the same criteria specified in this section. A county
is not required to hold an orientation in which prospective providers attend
in personif the state or local health agency issues an order that preventsthe
in-person orientation from occurring.

(i) 1f an orientation isnot required to be held in person pursuant to clause
(i), the county shall hold an orientation that is in person within 30 calendar
days of the date that the public health order restrictions are lifted. Counties
or IHSS public authorities may provide awritten attestation to the recognized
employee organization if public health conditions cause staffing or facility
challengesthat cause delays, and such an attestation will result in aone-time
extension of 15 calendar days for the return to in-person orientations.

(C) The requirement for the orientation to be held in person and
prospective providers to attend the orientation in person shall not apply if
parties to a collective bargaining agreement expressly agree to waive that
requirement and have a negotiated alternative method for the provision of
the orientation.

(2) Prospective providers may attend the onsite orientation only after
completing the application for the IHSS provider enrollment process
described in subdivision (a) of Section 12305.81.

(3) Any oral presentation and written materials presented at the orientation
shall be trandated into al IHSS threshold languages in the county.

(4) (A) Representatives of the recognized employee organization in the
county shall be permitted to make a presentation of up to 30 minutes at the
beginning of the orientation. Prior to implementing the orientation
requirements set forth in this subdivision, counties shall provide at | east the
level of access to, and the ability to make presentations at, provider
orientations that they allowed the recognized employee organization in the
county as of September 1, 2014. Counties shall not discourage prospective
providers from attending, participating, or listening to the orientation
presentation of the recognized empl oyee organization. Prospective providers
may, by their own accord, choose not to participate in the recognized
employee organization presentation.

(B) Prior to scheduling a provider orientation, the county shall provide
the recognized employee organization in the county with not less than 10
days advance notice of the planned date, time, and | ocation of the orientation.
If, within 3 business days of receiving that notice, the recognized employee
organization notifies the county of its unavailability for the planned
orientation, the county shall make reasonable efforts to schedule the
orientation so the recognized employee organization can attend, so long as
rescheduling the orientation does not delay provider enrollment by more
than 10 business days. The requirement to make reasonable efforts to
reschedule may be waived, as necessary, due to a natural disaster or other
declared state of emergency, or by mutual agreement between the county
and the recognized employee organization.
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(C) Prior to the orientation, the recognized employee organization shall
be provided with the information described in subdivision (b) of Section
7926.300 of the Government Code for prospective providers.

(e) To the extent that the orientation is modified from an onsite and
in-person orientation, as required by paragraph (1) of subdivision (d), the
recoghnized employee organization in the county shall be provided with the
same right to make a presentation, the same advance notice of scheduling,
and the same information regarding the applicants, providers, or prospective
providerswho will attend the orientation, asthe organization would receive
for an onsite orientation.

(f) A claim may be brought before the Public Employment Relations
Board for an alleged violation of Section 3550 of the Government Code if
the county has not complied with the requirements of this section within 30
days of being notified by the recognized empl oyee organization.

(g) Thissection shall become operative on January 1, 2023.

SEC. 61. Section 12301.61 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

12301.61. (@) On or after October 1, 2021, if a public authority or
nonprofit consortium established pursuant to Section 12301.6, acting asthe
employer of record, and the employee organization have not reached an
agreement on a bargaining contract with in-home supportive services
workers, either party may request mediation, pursuant to Section 3505.2 of
the Government Code, which shall be mandatory. If the partiesfail to agree
on a mediator, the Public Employment Relations Board shall appoint one
from the pool described in subdivision (c). The mediation shall be held no
more than 15 business days from the date requested by either party.

(b) If the parties are unable to effect settlement through mediation, as
described in subdivision (a), the parties shall submit their differences to
factfinding, pursuant to Sections 3505 and 3505.4 of the Government Code.
Alternatively, if both parties agree, the parties may bypass the mediation
processin subdivision (a) and move directly to factfinding.

(1) The factfinding panel shall make findings of fact and recommend
terms of settlement, which shall be advisory only, within 30 days after the
panel is appointed by the Public Employment Relations Board.

(2) Within 15 days after the factfinding panel has released its findings
of fact and recommended settlement terms, either party may request
postfactfinding mediation consistent with Section 3505.2 of the Government
Code, which shall be mandatory. If the parties fail to agree on a mediator,
the Public Employment Relations Board shall appoint one from the pool
described in subdivision (c).

(3) If either party elects postfactfinding mediation, the findings of fact
and recommended settlement terms shall not be made public until the
mediation has concluded.

(4) Mediation shall be held no morethan 15 daysfrom the date requested,
and may include, at the mediator’s discretion, the factfinding panel and
representatives of both parties. The director, or the director’s designee, shall
be available to provide information and expertise, as hecessary.
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(5) The county board of supervisors shall hold a public hearing within
30 days of the factfinding panel’s public release of its findings of fact and
recommended settlement terms.

(c) The Public Employment Relations Board shall designate a pool of
no more than five quaified individuals to serve as mediators or on a
factfinding panel. The pool shall consist of individualswith relevant subject
matter expertise. The board shall select individuals for the pool in
consultation with the department and the affected employers and employee
organizations. Priority shall be given to individuals with knowledge of the
In-Home Supportive Services program. The board may designate the
mediator to serve as the neutral member of the factfinding panel.

(d) The costs for the services of the factfinding panel and the mediator
shall be equally divided between the parties, and shall include per diem
fees, if any, and actual and necessary travel and subsistence expenses.

(e) If noindividual isavailableto serve asamediator or factfinder within
the timelines specified in this section, the timelines shall be extended until
the next mediator or factfinder is available.

(f) A county shal be subject to a one-time withholding of 1991
Realignment funds pursuant to a schedule developed by the Department of
Finance and provided to the Controller if al of thefollowing conditions are
met:

(1) The parties have completed the process described in subdivisions (@)
to (c), inclusive.

(2) The factfinding panel has issued findings of fact and recommended
settlement terms that are more favorable to the employee organization than
those proposed by the employer of record described in subdivision (a).

(3) The partiesdo not reach acollective bargaining agreement within 90
days after the release of the factfinding panel’s recommended settlement
terms described in paragraph (2). The parties shall make every good faith
effort to reach an alternative mutually accepted agreement within this
timeframe.

(4) Thecollective bargaining agreement for IHSS providersin the county
has expired.

(9) (1) On and after July 1, 2021, a county that has not reached an
agreement after the release of the factfinding panel’s recommended
settlement termsreleased prior to June 30, 2021, shall have 90 daysto reach
an agreement with the empl oyee organization. If an agreement is not reached
within 90 days, the withholding described in subdivision (f) shall occur on
October 1, 2021.

(2) Thissubdivision shall become inoperative on August 1, 2022.

(h) The Public Employment Relations Board shall provide written
notification to the county and the employee organization within 15 days of
determining that the county is subject to a withholding pursuant to
subdivision (f). The board shall also notify the Department of Finance and
the State Controller of the withholding assessment.

(i) The amount of the 1991 Realignment funding withholding pursuant
to subdivision (f) shall be equivalent to 7 percent of the county’s 2020-21
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fiscal year IHSS Maintenance of Effort requirement, as reported by the
department, prior to applying any offsets pursuant to Section 12306.17.

SEC. 62. Section 13753 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

13753. When a foster youth who is receiving SSI payments is
approaching their 18th birthday, the county shall do all of the following:

(@) Provide information to the youth regarding the federal requirement
that the youth establish continuing disability as an adult, if necessary, in
order for SSI benefits to continue beyond their 18th birthday.

(b) Provideinformation to the youth regarding the process for becoming
their own payee, or designating an appropriate representative payee if
benefits continue beyond their 18th birthday, and regarding any SSI benefits
that have accumulated on the youth’s behalf.

(c) Assist the youth, as appropriate, in fulfilling the requirements of
subdivisions (a) and (b).

(d) Thissection shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2023, or 30
days after the department issues the necessary al-county letters and
informing materials to county placing agencies, whichever is later.

SEC. 63. Section 13753 is added to the Welfare and Institutions Code,
to read:

13753. (a) When afoster youth is receiving SSI payments, the county
shall do all of the following at least six months before the youth’s 18th
birthday:

(1) Provide information to the youth regarding the federal requirement
that the youth establish continuing disability as an adult, if necessary, in
order for SSI benefits to continue beyond their 18th birthday.

(2) Provideinformation to the youth regarding the processfor becoming
their own payee and steps necessary to maintain the SSI benefits, or
designating an appropriate representative payeeif benefits continue beyond
their 18th birthday, and regarding any SSI benefits that have accumulated
on their behalf. The county shall aso provide information about the effect,
if any, theyouth'sfoster care benefits may have on the amount of theyouth's
SSI payments.

(3) Assist the youth, as appropriate, in fulfilling the requirements of
paragraphs (1) and (2).

(b) Upontheyouth attaining 18 years of age, if the youth electsto remain
in foster care as a nonminor dependent, the county shall carry out the
requirements of subdivision (c) of Section 13754.

(c) The department shall disseminate information to counties to support
implementation of this section and shall distribute these materialsto county
placing agencies prior to implementation of this section.

(d) Thissection shall become operative as of January 1, 2023, or 30 days
after the department issues the necessary all-county letters and informing
materials to county placing agencies, whichever is later.

SEC. 64. Section 13754 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:
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13754. (@) Itistheintent of the Legislature that nothing in this section
shall be interpreted to preclude a nonminor dependent from accessing the
same benefits, services, and supports, and exercise the same choicesavailable
to all dependents. It is further the intent of the Legidature that nonminor
dependentswho receivefederal Supplemental Security Income benefitscan
serve as their own payee, if it is determined that the nonminor dependent
satisfies the criteria established by the Social Security Administration, and
should be assisted in receiving direct payment by the county child welfare
department. It is further the intent of the Legislature that individuals who
have had their éligibility for federal Supplemental Security Income benefits
established pursuant to Section 13757 be able to maintain that eligibility
even when they remain in the state's care as anonminor dependent. In order
tofacilitatethis, itistheintent of the L egislature that the county child welfare
agency ensure that the youth receives an SSI payment during at least one
month of each 12-month period while the youth is a nonminor dependent.
Itisfurther theintent of the Legislature that the county child welfare agency
supplement the SSI payment that a youth receives during this one-month
period with nonfederal AFDC-FC benefits.

(b) (1) The county shall apply to be appointed representative payee on
behalf of achild beneficiary in its custody when no other appropriate party
isavailable to serve.

(2) When achild beneficiary reaches 18 years of age and electstoremain
in the custody of the county as a nonminor dependent, the county shall
provide information to the youth regarding the process for becoming their
own payee and shall assist the youth in becoming their own payee pursuant
to Section 13753, unless becoming their own payee is contrary to the best
interests of the youth. In the event that a youth is unable to serve as their
own payee after attaining 18 years of age, the county shall assist the youth
in finding and designating an appropriate representative payee.

(c) Inits capacity as representative payee, the county shall do all of the
following:

(1) Establish a no-cogt, interest-bearing maintenance account for each
child in the department’s custody for whom the department serves as
representative payee. Interest earned shall be credited to the account. The
county shall keep an itemized current account, in the manner required by
federal law, of all income and expense items for each child’s maintenance
account.

(2) Establish procedures for disbursing money from the accounts,
including disbursing the net balance to the beneficiary upon release from
care. The county shall use social security and SSI/SSP benefits only for the
following purposes:

(A) For the use and benefit of the child.

(B) For purposes determined by the county to be in the child’s best
interest.

(3) Establish and maintain a dedicated account in afinancial institution
for past-due monthly benefits that exceed six times the maximum monthly
benefit payable, in accordance with federal law. The representative payee
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may deposit into the account established under this section any other funds
representing past due benefits to the eligible individual, provided that the
amount of the past due benefitsis equal to or exceeds the maximum monthly
benefit payable. Funds from the dedicated account shall not be used for
basic maintenance costs. The use of funds from the dedicated account must
be for the benefit of the child and are limited to expenditures for the
following purposes:

(A) Medica treatment.

(B) Education or job skillstraining.

(C) Personal needs assistance.

(D) Special equipment.

(E) Housing modification.

(F) Therapy or rehabilitation.

(G) Other items or services, deemed appropriate by the Social Security
Administration.

(d) Beginning inthe 2011-12 fiscal year, and each fiscal year thereafter,
funding and expendituresfor programs and activities under this section shall
be in accordance with the requirements provided in Sections 30025 and
30026.5 of the Government Code.

(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2023, or 30
days after the department issues the necessary al-county letters and
informing materials to county placing agencies, whichever is later.

SEC. 65. Section 13754 is added to the Welfare and Institutions Code,
to read:

13754. (@) Itistheintent of the Legidlature that this section shall not
be interpreted to preclude a nonminor dependent from accessing the same
benefits, services, and supports, and exercise the same choices available to
al dependents. It is further the intent of the Legidature that nonminor
dependentswho receivefederal Supplemental Security Income benefitscan
serve as their own payee, if it is determined that the nonminor dependent
satisfies the criteria established by the Social Security Administration, and
should be assisted in receiving direct payment by the county placing agency.
It isfurther the intent of the Legidlature that individuals who have had their
eigibility for federa Supplemental Security Income benefits established
pursuant to Section 13757 be able to maintain that eligibility even when
they remain in the state's care asanonminor dependent. In order to facilitate
this, it istheintent of the Legislature that the county placing agency ensure
that the youth receives an SSI payment during at least one month of each
12-month period while the youth is a nonminor dependent. It is further the
intent of the Legidature that the county placing agency supplement the SSI
payment that ayouth receives during this one-month period with nonfederal
AFDC-FC benefits.

(b) Thecounty shall apply to be appointed representative payee on behal f
of a child beneficiary in its custody when no other appropriate party is
available to serve.

(c) Inconsultation with the nonminor dependent, the county shall identify
an appropriate representative payee, which may include the nonminor
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dependent, atrusted adult, or the county. For anonminor dependent whois
receiving federal Supplemental Security Income payments, the county shall
do both of the following:

(1) (A) If the nonminor dependent requests a representative payee that
is not the county, the county shall assist the nonminor dependent in
reguesting a change of payee to the Social Security Administration. The
county shall assist the nonminor dependent or the nonminor dependent’s
representative payee in communicating any changes in the nonminor
dependent’s foster care case to the Socia Security Administration if those
changeswould affect the nonminor dependent’s eligibility for, or the amount
of, SSI benefits.

(B) The county shall assist the nonminor dependent in taking the
necessary steps to establish continuing disability as an adult, including, but
not limited to, steps the nonminor dependent will need to take to gather and
submit relevant recordsto the Social Security Administration and requesting
an appeal, as needed. The county shall provide the nonminor dependent
with any information maintained in the nonminor dependent’s casefile that
may assist them in establishing and maintaining SSI benefits, upon request
of the nonminor dependent. The county shall also provide information to
the nonminor dependent on how to access any known legal representation
and advocacy organizations or entities for further assistance and, if the
nonminor dependent requests to obtain an SSI advocate, shall assist the
nonminor dependent in communicating and coordinating with that SSI
advocate.

(2) If the nonminor dependent selects the county as their representative
payee, the county shall follow the procedures described in Section 13757
to maintain eligibility for SSI payments. The county shall advise the
nonminor dependent on an annual basis of the nonminor dependent’s right
to request a different representative payee and document in the nonminor
dependent’s transitional independent living case plan steps the nonminor
dependent can take to become their own payee by 21 years of age. If the
nonminor dependent exits care prior to attaining 21 years of age, the county
shall provide information to the nonminor dependent of the steps the
nonminor dependent will need to take to submit a change of payee request
to the Socia Security Administration and shall provide the necessary
assistance to ensure that the nonminor dependent receives SSI payments as
soon as possible after exiting care.

(3) Tosupport nonminor dependentsin establishing and maintaining SSI
eligibility pursuant to this subdivision, the county may contract with legal
services organizations or other entities to provide extended legal
representation on behalf of children or nonminor dependentsin foster care.

(d) Inits capacity as representative payee, the county shall do all of the
following:

(1) Establish a no-cogt, interest-bearing maintenance account for each
child in the department’'s custody, and nonminor dependent in the
department’s placement and care responsibility, for whom the department
serves as representative payee. Interest earned shall be credited to the
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account. The county shall keep an itemized current account, in the manner
required by federal law, of all income and expense items for each child's
and nonminor dependent’s mai ntenance account.

(2) Establish procedures for disbursing money from the accounts,
including disbursing the net balance to the beneficiary upon release from
care. The county shall use social security and SSI/SSP benefits only for the
following purposes:

(A) For the use and benefit of the child or nonminor dependent.

(B) For purposes determined by the county to be in the child's or
nonminor’s best interest.

(3) Establish and maintain a dedicated account in afinancial institution
for past-due monthly benefits that exceed six times the maximum monthly
benefit payable, in accordance with federal law. The representative payee
may deposit into the account established under this section any other funds
representing past due benefits to the eligible individual, provided that the
amount of the past due benefitsisequal to or exceeds the maximum monthly
benefit payable. Funds from the dedicated account shall not be used for
basic maintenance costs. The use of funds from the dedicated account must
be for the benefit of the child and are limited to expenditures for the
following purposes:

(A) Medical treatment.

(B) Education or job skills training.

(C) Personal needs assistance.

(D) Special equipment.

(E) Housing modification.

(F) Therapy or rehabilitation.

(G) Other items or services, deemed appropriate by the Social Security
Administration.

(e) Beginninginthe 201112 fiscal year, and each fiscal year thereafter,
funding and expendituresfor programs and activities under this section shall
be in accordance with the requirements provided in Sections 30025 and
30026.5 of the Government Code.

(f) Thissection shall become operative as of January 1, 2023, or 30 days
after the department issues the necessary all-county letters and informing
materials to county placing agencies, whichever is later.

SEC. 66. Section 13757 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

13757. (a) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), every youth who is in foster
care and nearing emancipation shall be screened by the county for potential
eigibility for the federal Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program
utilizing the best practice guidelines developed pursuant to Section 13752.

(2) The screening required in paragraph (1) shall only occur when the
foster youth isat least 16 years and six months of age and not older than 17
yearsand six months of age. An application shall be submitted to thefedera
Socia Security Administration on behalf of a youth who is screened as
being likely to bedigiblefor federal Supplemental Security Income benefits.
To the extent possible, the application shall be timed to allow for a
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determination of eligibility by the Social Security Administration prior to
the youth’s emancipation from careincluding, if appropriate, the suspension
of Supplemental Security Income benefits for no more than 12 months.

(b) In carrying out the requirements of subdivision (a) for a youth
receiving federally funded AFDC-FC benefits, the county shall, if necessary,
forego federally funded AFDC-FC and instead use nonfederal AFDC-FC
resources to fund the placement in the month of application or in the month
after making an application, and to subsequently reclaim federally funded
AFDC-FC, in order to ensure that the youth meets all of the SSI digibility
requirementsin asingle month whilethe application is pending, as provided
by federal law and regulation. Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section
11402, this section shall apply to a foster youth regardless of their federal
AFDC-FC dligibility.

(c) When a nonminor dependent has been approved for SSI payments
pursuant to this section but isreceiving afederally funded AFDC-FC benefit
in an amount that exceeds the SSI payment, causing the SSI payment to be
placed in suspense, the county child welfare agency shall, during at least
one month of every 12-month period, beginning with the date that the SSI
benefit is placed in suspense, forego the federally funded AFDC-FC benefit
and instead use nonfederal AFDC-FC resources to supplement the SSI
benefit that the youth receives during that month. The county shall inform
the Socia Security Administration that the youth is not receiving any federal
financial participation during that month in order to permit the nonminor
dependent to receive an SSI benefit during asingle month of every 12-month
period. The county shall subsequently reclaim the federaly funded
AFDC-FC benefit in the following month.

(d) Beginning inthe 2011-12 fiscal year, and each fiscal year thereafter,
funding and expendituresfor programs and activities under this section shall
be in accordance with the requirements provided in Sections 30025 and
30026.5 of the Government Code.

(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2023, or 30
days after the department issues the necessary all-county letters and
informing materials to county placing agencies, whichever is later.

SEC. 67. Section 13757 is added to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
to read:

13757. (a) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), every youth over 16 years of
agewho isin foster care under the supervision of the county child welfare
department, juvenile probation department, or tribal organization, if the
tribal organization requeststhe screening from the county, shall be screened
by the county for potential eligibility for the federal Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) program utilizing the best practice guidelines developed
pursuant to Section 13752.

(2) The screening required in paragraph (1) shall occur when the foster
youth is at least 16 years of age and not older than 17 years of age. This
does not preclude counties from screening youth for eligibility prior to the
youth attaining 16 years of age. An application shall be submitted to the
federal Social Security Administration on behalf of any youth who is
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screened as being likely to be eligible for federal Supplemental Security
Income benefits. To the extent possible, the application shall be timed to
allow for adetermination of eligibility by the Social Security Administration
before the youth's 18th birthday.

(3) The screening required in paragraph (1) shal occur for a nonminor
dependent if any of the following are true:

(A) The nonminor dependent was not screened before the youth’'s 18th
birthday as required in paragraph (2).

(B) Thenonminor dependent has had achange of circumstance, including
amedical condition that is expected to last more than one year.

(C) The nonminor dependent has been approved for regional center
services since the last screening.

(D) Thenonminor dependent, their court-appointed attorney, or amember
of their child and family team requests screening.

(E) The juvenile court orders the county to screen the nonminor
dependent.

(F) The county determines the screening is appropriate based on the
nonminor dependent having a physical or mental impairment that limits
their ability to work.

(4) An application shall be submitted to the federal Social Security
Administration on behalf of any nonminor dependent who is screened as
being likely to beeligible for federal Supplemental Security Income benefits
and consents to the application.

(b) In carrying out the requirements of subdivision (a) for a youth
receiving federally funded AFDC-FC benefits, the county shall, if necessary,
forego federally funded AFDC-FC and instead use nonfederal AFDC-FC
resourcesto fund the placement in the month of application or in the month
after making an application, and to subsequently reclaim federally funded
AFDC-FC, in order to ensure that the youth meets all of the SSI dligibility
requirementsin asingle month whilethe application is pending, as provided
by federal law and regulation. Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section
11402, this section shall apply to afoster youth regardless of their federal
AFDC-FC dligibility.

(c) Forfoster youth whose SSI applications are denied, the county placing
agency shall file, or causeto befiled, arequest for reconsideration with the
federal Social Security Administration. If the request for reconsiderationis
denied, then the county shall subsequently file an apped to thefedera Social
Security Administration and, if necessary, file an appea to the Appeals
Council of the federal Social Security Administration. The county is not
required to file arequest for reconsideration or an appeal if the county does
not possess the information or evidence to support an appeal after making
effortsto acquire that information, or other reasons that shall be documented
in the case plan.

(d) The assistance by the county, as the authorized representetive, or by
any other entity on behalf of the nonminor dependent, provided pursuant
to subdivisions (a) and (c) shall adhere to the guidelines of the Social
Security Administration, as specified in Section 416.1540 of Title 20 of the
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Code of Federa Regulations, which includes, but isnot limited to, gathering
and submitting relevant records to the Social Security Administration,
notifying the youth of any denials or terminations of aid, and assisting with
timely requesting an appeal, as needed. The county may contract with legal
services organizations or other entities, or may partner with other county
agencies, to fulfill these duties.

() (1) Whenanonminor dependent has been approved for SSI payments
pursuant to this section, but isreceiving afederally funded AFDC-FC benefit
in an amount that exceeds the SSI payment, causing the SSI payment to be
placed in suspense, the county placing agency shall, during at least one
month of every 12-month period, beginning with the date that the SSI benefit
is placed in suspense, forego the federally funded AFDC-FC benefit and
instead use nonfederal AFDC-FC resources to supplement the SSI benefit
that the youth receives during that month. The county shall subsequently
reclaim the federally funded AFDC-FC benefit in the following month.

(2) If the county is the nonminor dependent’s representative payee, the
county shall inform the Social Security Administration that the youthisnot
receiving any federal financial participation during that month in order to
permit the nonminor dependent to receive an SSI benefit during a single
month of every 12-month period.

(3) If the county is not the nonminor dependent’s representative payee,
then for the period that the nonminor dependent remains in foster care, in
order to permit the nonminor dependent to receive an SSI benefit during a
single month every 12-month period, the county shall assist the nonminor
dependent or the nonminor dependent’s representative payee in providing
thisinformation to the Socia Security Administration and keeping track of
the number of monthsthat the nonminor dependent’s SSI payment has been
placed in suspense.

(f) Beginning in the 201112 fiscal year, and each fiscal year thereafter,
funding and expendituresfor programs and activities under this section shall
be in accordance with the requirements provided in Sections 30025 and
30026.5 of the Government Code.

(g) Thissection shall become operative asof January 1, 2023, or 30 days
after the department issues the necessary all-county letters and informing
materials to county placing agencies, whichever is later.

SEC. 68. Section 15768 is added to the Welfare and Institutions Code,
to read:

15768. (a) The department shall select and award grants to private
nonprofit or public entities for the purpose of establishing a statewide
multi purpose adult protective services workforce development and training
program in accordance with this section.

(b) The purpose of the workforce development and training program is
to develop and implement statewide coordinated training and workforce
development activities designed specifically to meet the needs of county
adult protective services social workers assigned to provide intake and
intervention servicesto elderly and dependent adults who may be subjected
to neglect, abuse, or exploitation, or who are unable to protect their own

96



—187— Ch. 50

interest. In addition, the program shall provide training for persons defined
as mandated reporters pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section
15630) of Chapter 11. The program shall provide the services required in
this section to the extent possible within the total alocation. If allocations
are insufficient, the department, in consultation with the County Welfare
DirectorsAssociation of California, shall prioritizethe efforts of the program,
giving primary attention to the most urgently needed services.

(c) Theworkforce development and training activities provided pursuant
to this section shall includeinitial and ongoing training for social workers,
supervisors, and managersrelated to the provision of investigation and case
management services outlined in subdivision (d) of Section 15763.

(d) Theworkforce development and training activities provided pursuant
to this section shall include content specific to nationally recognized
competencies for adult protective services, and shall include, but not be
limited to, al of the following:

(1) Coretraining for adult protective services social workers.

(2) Ongoing and advanced training for adult protective services social
workers.

(3) Core, ongoing, and advanced training for adult protective services
Supervisors.

(4) Core, ongoing, and advanced training for adult protective services
managers.

(5) Training and support for Master or Bachelor of Social Work students
to receive specialized curricula aimed at increasing their competence in
working with elderly and dependent adults in adult protective services
settings.

(e) To the extent that funding is appropriated by the Legislature or
provided through other sources, the department may enter into agreements
with other public or private entities for the provision of workforce
development and training activitiesfor individuals, other than those working
in the adult protective services program, who are serving victims of elder
and dependent adult abuse and neglect. This includes, but is not limited to,
individual sworking in the offices of public administrators, public guardians,
or public conservators.

(f) Implementation of this section is subject to an appropriation of
sufficient funding from state or federa sourcesfor the purpose of thissection.

SEC. 69. Section 16001 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

16001. (a) The State Department of Social Services shall provide
technical assistance to encourage and facilitate the county placement
agency’s evaluation of placement needs and the development of needed
placement resources and programs. County placement agencies shall, on a
regular basis, conduct an evaluation of the county’s placement resources
and programs in relation to the needs of children and nonminor dependents
placed in out-of-home care. County placement agencies shall examine the
adequacy of existing placement resources and programs and identify the
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type of additiona placement resources and programs needed. The county
placement agency shall specifically examine both of the following:

(1) Placementsthat are out of county and shall determine the reason the
placement was necessary, and identify the additional placement resources
and programs that need to be developed and available to allow a child to
remain within the county and as close as possible to their home.

(2) The county's ability to meet the emergency housing needs of
nonminor dependentsin order to ensure that all nonminor dependents have
access to immediate housing upon reentering foster care or for periods of
transition between placements.

(b) The department shall also support the devel opment and operation of
aconsortiaof county placement agencieson aregional basisfor the purpose
of developing specialized programs serving a multicounty area.

(c) The reason for each out-of-county and out-of-state placement shall
beincluded in the statewide child welfare information system, and the State
Department of Socia Servicesshall utilizethat datato eval uate out-of-county
and out-of-state placements and to assist in the identification of resource
and placement needs.

(d) Itistheintent of the Legislature that the State Department of Social
Services review the out-of-state placement of children to determine the
reason for out-of-state placement. The department shall make theinformation
available to the L egislature upon request.

SEC. 70. Section 16501.1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

16501.1. (a) (1) Thelegidaturefindsand declaresthat the foundation
and central unifying tool in child welfare servicesis the case plan.

(2) The Legidature further finds and declares that a case plan ensures
that the child receives protection and safe and proper care and case
management, and that servicesare provided to the child and parents or other
caretakers, as appropriate, in order to improve conditions in the parent’s
home, to facilitate the safe return of the child to asafe home or the permanent
placement of the child, and to address the needs of the child whilein foster
care.

(3) Theagency shall consider and document the recommendations of the
child and family team, as defined in Section 16501, if any are available.
The agency shall document the rationale for any inconsistencies between
the case plan and the child and family team recommendations.

(b) (1) A caseplanshall be based upon the principles of this section and
the input from the child and family team.

(2) The case plan shall document that a preplacement assessment of the
service needs of the child and family, and preplacement preventive services,
have been provided, and that reasonable efforts to prevent out-of-home
placement have been made. Preplacement services may include intensive
mental health servicesin the home or acommunity setting and the reasonable
efforts made to prevent out-of-home placement.

(3) Indetermining the reasonable services to be offered or provided, the
child’s health and safety shall be the paramount concerns.
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(4) Upon adetermination pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (€) of
Section 361.5 that reasonable services will be offered to a parent who is
incarcerated in a county jail or state prison, detained by the United States
Department of Homeland Security, or deported to their country of origin,
the case plan shal include information, to the extent possible, about a
parent’s incarceration in a county jail or the state prison, detention by the
United States Department of Homeland Security, or deportation during the
time that a minor child of that parent is involved in dependency care.

(5) Reasonable services shall be offered or provided to make it possible
for a child to return to a safe home environment, unless, pursuant to
subdivisions (b) and (e) of Section 361.5, the court determines that
reunification services shall not be provided.

(6) If reasonable services are not ordered, or are terminated, reasonable
efforts shall be made to place the child in a timely manner in accordance
with the permanent plan and to complete all steps necessary to finalize the
permanent placement of the child.

(c) If out-of-home placement is used to attain case plan goals, the case
plan shall consider the recommendations of the child and family team.

(d) (1) The case plan shall include a description of the type of home or
ingtitution in which the child is to be placed, and the reasons for that
placement decision. The decision regarding choice of placement shall be
based upon selection of a safe setting that is the least restrictive family
setting that promotes normal childhood experiences and the most appropriate
setting that meetsthe child’'sindividual needs and isavailable, in proximity
to the parent’s home, in proximity to the child's school, and consistent with
the selection of the environment best suited to meet the child’s specia needs
and best interests. The selection shall consider, in order of priority, placement
with relatives, nonrelative extended family members, and tribal members;
foster family homes, resource families, and approved or certified homes of
foster family agencies; followed by intensive servicesfor foster care homes,
or multidimensional treatment foster care homes or therapeutic foster care
homes,; group care placements in the order of short-term residential
therapeutic programs, group homes, community treatment facilities, and
out-of-state residential treatment pursuant to Part 5 (commencing with
Section 7900) of Division 12 of the Family Code.

(2) If ashort-term residentia therapeutic program placement is selected
for a child or nonminor dependent, the case plan shall indicate the needs,
including the needs as identified by the qualified individual pursuant to
subdivision (g) of Section 4096, of the child or nonminor dependent that
necessitate this placement, the plan for transitioning the child or nonminor
dependent to a less restrictive environment, and the projected timeline by
which the child or nonminor dependent will be transitioned to a less
restrictive environment, and the plan for aftercare services for at least six
months postdischarge to a family-based setting, as required by Section
4096.6. The six months postdischarge requirement is inapplicable to the
Medi-Cal component of the aftercare services, which shall be provided for
the length of time the child needs specialty mental health services based on
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medical necessity criteria and other state and federal requirements. This
section of the case plan shall bereviewed and updated at | east semiannually.

(A) The case plan for placements in a group home, or commencing
January 1, 2017, in a short-term residentia therapeutic program, shall
indicate that the county has taken into consideration Section 16010.8.

(B) (i) After January 1, 2017, a child and family team meeting as
described in Section 16501 shall be convened by the county placing agency
for the purpose of identifying the supports and services needed to achieve
permanency and enablethe child or youth to be placed in the least restrictive
family setting that promotes normal childhood experiences.

(ii) Child and family teams shall be provided written or electronic
information devel oped by the department describing servicesand activities,
including specialized permanency services, shown to be effective in
achieving and sustaining permanency for all children, youth, and nhonminor
dependents.

(C) On and after October 1, 2021, within 30 days of placement in a
short-term residential therapeutic program, and, on and after July 1, 2022,
within 30 days of placement in a community treatment facility, the case
plan shall document all of the following:

(i) Thereasonable and good faith effort by the social worker to identify
and include al required individuals in the child and family team.

(ii) All contact information for members of the child and family team,
as well as contact information for other relatives and nonrel ative extended
family members who are not part of the child and family team.

(iii) Evidence that meetings of the child and family team, including the
meetings rel ated to the determination required under Section 4096, are held
at atime and place convenient for the family.

(iv) If reunification is the goal, evidence that the parent from whom the
child was removed provided input on the members of the child and family
team.

(v) Evidence that the determination required under subdivision (g) of
Section 4096 was conducted in conjunction with the child and family team.

(vi) The placement preferences of the child or nonminor dependent and
the child and family team relative to the determination and, if the placement
preferences of the child or nonminor dependent or the child and family team
are not the placement setting recommended by the qualified individual
conducting the determination, the reasons why the preferences of the team
or the child or nonminor dependent were not recommended.

(D) Following the court review pursuant to Section 361.22, the case plan
shall document the court’s approval or disapproval of the placement.

(E) Whenthe child or nonminor dependent has been placed in ashort-term
residential therapeutic program or a community treatment facility, as
applicable, for more than 12 consecutive months or 18 nonconsecutive
months, or, in the case of a child who has not attained 13 years of age, for
more than six consecutive or nonconsecutive months, the case plan shall
include both of the following:
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(i) Documentation of the information submitted to the court pursuant to
subdivision (I) of Section 366.1, subdivision (k) of Section 366.3, or
paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) of Section 366.31, as applicable.

(ii) Documentation that the deputy director or director of the county child
welfare department has approved the continued placement of the child or
nonminor dependent in the setting.

(F) On and after October 1, 2021, prior to discharge from a short-term
residential therapeutic program, and, on and after July 1, 2022, prior to
discharge from a community treatment facility, the case plan shall include
both of the following:

(i) A description of the type of in-home or ingtitution-based services to
encourage the safety, stability, and appropriateness of the next placement,
including the recommendations of the child and family team, if available.

(ii) A plan, developed in collaboration with the short-term residential
therapeutic program or community treatment facility, as applicable, for the
provision of discharge planning and family-based aftercare support pursuant
to Section 4096.6.

(3) Onor after January 1, 2012, for anonminor dependent, as defined in
subdivision (v) of Section 11400, who is receiving AFDC-FC benefits and
who is up to 21 years of age pursuant to Section 11403, in addition to the
above requirements, the selection of the placement, including a supervised
independent living placement, as described in subdivision (w) of Section
11400, shall aso be based upon the developmental needs of young adults
by providing opportunitiesto have incremental responsibilitiesthat prepare
a nonminor dependent to transition to successful adulthood. If admission
to, or continuation in, a group home or short-term residential therapeutic
program placement is being considered for anonminor dependent, the group
home or short-term residential therapeutic program placement approval
decision shall include a youth-driven, team-based case planning process,
as defined by the department, in consultation with stakeholders. The case
plan shall consider the full range of placement options, and shall specify
why admission to, or continuation in, agroup home or short-term residential
therapeutic program placement is the best aternative available at the time
to meet the special needs or well-being of the nonminor dependent, and
how the placement will contribute to the nonminor dependent’s transition
to successful adulthood. The case plan shall specify the treatment strategies
that will be used to prepare the nonminor dependent for discharge to aless
restrictive family setting that promotes normal childhood experiences,
including a target date for discharge from the group home or short-term
residentia therapeutic program placement. The placement shall bereviewed
and updated on aregular, periodic basis to ensure that continuation in the
group home or short-term residential therapeutic program placement remains
in the best interests of the nonminor dependent and that progress is being
made in achieving case plan goals leading to successful adulthood. The
group home or short-term residential therapeutic program placement planning
process shall begin as soon as it becomes clear to the county welfare
department or probation office that afoster child in group home or short-term
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residential therapeutic program placement islikely to remainin group home
or short-term residential therapeutic program placement on their 18th
birthday, in order to expedite the transition to alessrestrictive family setting
that promotes normal childhood experiences, if the child becomesanonminor
dependent. The case planning process shall include informing the youth of
all of the options, including, but not limited to, admission to or continuation
in agroup home or short-term residential therapeutic program placement.

(4) Consideration for continuation of existing group home placement for
anonminor dependent under 19 years of age may include the need to stay
in the same placement in order to complete high school. After a nonminor
dependent either completes high school or attains their 19th birthday,
whichever isearlier, continuation in or admission to agroup home placement
is prohibited unless the nonminor dependent satisfies the conditions of
paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) of Section 11403, and group home
placement functions as a short-term transition to the appropriate system of
care. Treatment services provided by the group home placement to the
nonminor dependent to aleviate or ameliorate the medical condition, as
described in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) of Section 11403, shall not
constitute the sole basisto disqualify anonminor dependent from the group
home placement.

(5) In addition to the requirements of paragraphs (1) to (4), inclusive,
and taking into account other statutory considerations regarding placement,
the selection of the most appropriate home that will meet the child’s special
needs and best interests shall also promote educational stability by taking
into consideration proximity to the child's school of origin, and school
attendance area, the number of school transfers the child has previously
experienced, and the child's school matriculation schedule, in addition to
other indicators of educational stability that the Legislature hereby
encouragesthe State Department of Social Services and the State Department
of Education to develop.

(e) A written case plan shall be completed within amaximum of 60 days
of theinitial removal of the child or of thein-person response required under
subdivision (f) of Section 16501 if the child has not been removed from
their home, or by the date of the dispositional hearing pursuant to Section
358, whichever occurs first. The case plan shall be updated, as the service
needs of the child and family dictate. At aminimum, the case plan shall be
updated in conjunction with each status review hearing conducted pursuant
to Sections 364, 366, 366.3, and 366.31, and the hearing conducted pursuant
to Section 366.26, but no less frequently than once every six months. Each
updated case plan shall include a description of the services that have been
provided to the child under the plan and an eval uation of the appropriateness
and effectiveness of those services.

(1) Itistheintent of the Legislature that extending the maximum time
available for preparing a written case plan from 30 to 60 days will afford
caseworkers time to actively engage families, and to solicit and integrate
into the case plan the input of the child and the child’s family, as well as
the input of relatives and other interested parties.
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(2) Theextension of the maximum time availablefor preparing awritten
case plan from 30 to 60 days shall be effective 90 days after the date that
the department gives counties written notice that necessary changes have
been made to the Child Welfare Services/Case Management System
(CWSICMYS) to account for the 60-day timeframe for preparing a written
case plan.

(f) The child welfare services case plan shall be comprehensive enough
to meet the juvenile court dependency proceedings requirements pursuant
to Article 6 (commencing with Section 300) of Chapter 2 of Part 1 of
Division 2.

(g9) The case plan shall be developed considering the recommendations
of the child and family team, as follows:

(1) Thecaseplanshall be based upon an assessment of the circumstances
that required child welfare servicesintervention. The child shall beinvolved
in devel oping the case plan as age and developmentally appropriate.

(2) Thecaseplanshall identify specific goals and the appropriateness of
the planned services in meeting those goals.

(3) Thecaseplanshall identify theoriginal allegations of abuse or neglect,
as defined in Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 11164) of Chapter 2 of
Title 1 of Part 4 of the Penal Code, or the conditions cited as the basis for
declaring the child a dependent of the court pursuant to Section 300, or al
of these, and the other precipitating incidents that led to child welfare
services intervention.

(4) The case plan shall include a description of the schedule of the
placement agency contactswith the child and thefamily or other caretakers.
The frequency of these contacts shall be in accordance with regulations
adopted by the State Department of Social Services. If the child has been
placed in foster care out of state, the county social worker or probation
officer, or asocial worker or probation officer on the staff of the agency in
the state in which the child has been placed, shall visit the child in afoster
family home or the home of a relative, consistent with federal law and in
accordance with the department’s approved state plan. If a child is placed
in an out-of-state residential facility, as defined in paragraph (2) of
subdivision (b) of Section 7910 of the Family Code, pursuant to Section
361.21 or 727.1, visits shall be conducted at least monthly, pursuant to
Section 16516.5. At least once every six months, at the time of aregularly
scheduled placement agency contact with the foster child, and at each
placement change, the child’s socia worker or probation officer shall inform
the child, the care provider, and the child and family team, if applicable, of
the child'srightsasafoster child, as specified in Section 16001.9, and shall
provide awritten copy of the rights to the child as part of the explanation.
The social worker or probation officer shall provide the information to the
childin amanner appropriate to the age or developmental level of the child.
The social worker or probation officer shall document in the case plan that
they haveinformed the child of, and have provided the child with awritten
copy of, the child'srights.
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(5) (A) When out-of-home services are used, the frequency of contact
between the natural parentsor legal guardians and the child shall be specified
in the case plan. The frequency of those contacts shall reflect overall case
goals, and consider other principles outlined in this section.

(B) Information regarding any court-ordered visitation between the child
and the natural parents or legal guardians, and the terms and conditions
needed to facilitate the visits while protecting the safety of the child, shall
be provided to the child’s out-of-home caregiver as soon as possible after
the court order is made.

(6) When out-of-home placement is made, the case plan shall include
provisions for the development and maintenance of sibling relationships as
specified in subdivisions (b), (¢), and (d) of Section 16002. If appropriate,
when siblings who are dependents of the juvenile court are not placed
together, the social worker for each child, if different, shall communicate
with each of the other social workers and ensure that the child's siblings
are informed of significant life events that occur within their extended
family. Unlessit has been determined that it isinappropriatein a particular
case to keep siblings informed of significant life events that occur within
the extended family, the social worker shall determine the appropriate means
and setting for disclosure of this information to the child commensurate
with the child’'s age and emational well-being. These significant life events
shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

(A) Thedeath of an immediate relative.

(B) Thebirth of asibling.

(C) Significant changes regarding a dependent child, unless the child
objects to the sharing of the information with their siblings, including
changesin placement, major medical or mental health diagnoses, treatments,
or hospitalizations, arrests, and changes in the permanent plan.

(7) If out-of-home placement is made in afoster family home, resource
family home, group home, or other childcare ingtitution that is either a
substantial distance from the home of the child’s parent or out of state, the
case plan shall specify the reasons why that placement isin the best interest
of the child. When an out-of-state residential facility placement is
recommended or made, the case plan shall, in addition, specify compliance
with Section 16010.9 of this code and Section 7911.1 of the Family Code.

(8) A case plan shall ensure the educational stability of the child while
in foster care and shall include both of the following:

(A) An assurance that the placement takes into account the
appropriateness of the current educational setting and the proximity to the
school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement.

(B) An assurance that the placement agency has coordinated with the
person holding the right to make educationa decisions for the child and
appropriate local educational agencies to ensure that the child remains in
the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of placement or, if
remaining in that school is not in the best interests of the child, assurances
by the placement agency and the local educational agency to provide
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immediate and appropriate enrollment in a new school and to provide all
of the child’'s educational records to the new school.

(9) (A) If out-of-home services are used, or if parental rights have been
terminated and the case plan is placement for adoption, the case plan shall
include a recommendation regarding the appropriateness of unsupervised
visitation between the child and any of the child’s siblings. This
recommendation shall include a statement regarding the child’s and the
siblings’ willingness to participate in unsupervised visitation. If the case
plan includes arecommendation for unsupervised sibling visitation, the plan
shall aso note that information necessary to accomplish this visitation has
been provided to the child or to the child's siblings.

(B) Information regarding the schedule and frequency of the visits
between the child and siblings, as well as any court-ordered terms and
conditions needed to facilitate the visits while protecting the safety of the
child, shall be provided to the child’s out-of-home caregiver as soon as
possible after the court order is made.

(10) If out-of-home services are used and the goal is reunification, the
case plan shall describe the servicesto be provided to assist in reunification
and the services to be provided concurrently to achieve legal permanency
if effortsto reunify fail. The plan shall also consider in-state and out-of-state
placements, the importance of developing and maintaining sibling
relationships pursuant to Section 16002, and the desire and willingness of
the caregiver to provide legal permanency for the child if reunification is
unsuccessful.

(11) If out-of-home services are used, the child has been in care for at
least 12 months, and the goal is not adoptive placement, the case plan shall
include documentation of the compelling reason or reasons why termination
of parental rights is not in the child's best interest. A determination
completed or updated within the past 12 months by the department when it
is acting as an adoption agency or by alicensed adoption agency that it is
unlikely that the child will be adopted, or that one of the conditions described
in paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 366.26 applies, shall be deemed
acompelling reason.

(12) (A) Parentsand legal guardiansshall have an opportunity to review
the case plan, and to sign it whenever possible, and then shall receive acopy
of the plan. In avoluntary service or placement agreement, the parents or
legal guardiansshall berequired to review and sign the case plan. Whenever
possible, parents and legal guardians shall participate in the development
of the case plan. Commencing January 1, 2012, for nonminor dependents,
asdefined in subdivision (v) of Section 11400, who arereceiving AFDC-FC
or CWORK s assistance and who are up to 21 years of age pursuant to
Section 11403, the transitional independent living case plan, as set forth in
subdivision (y) of Section 11400, shall be developed with, and signed by,
the nonminor.

(B) Parentsand legal guardiansshall be advised that, pursuant to Section
1228.1 of the Evidence Code, neither their signature on the child welfare
services case plan nor their acceptance of any services prescribed in the

96



Ch. 50 — 196 —

child welfare services case plan shall constitute an admission of guilt or be
used as evidence against the parent or legal guardian in a court of law.
However, they shall also be advised that the parent’s or guardian’s failure
to cooperate, except for good cause, in the provision of services specified
in the child welfare services case plan may be used in any hearing held
pursuant to Section 366.21, 366.22, or 366.25 of this code as evidence.

(13) A child shall be given ameaningful opportunity to participateinthe
development of the case plan and state their preference for foster care
placement. A child who is 12 years of age or older and in a permanent
placement shall aso be given the opportunity to review the case plan, sign
the case plan, and receive a copy of the case plan.

(14) The case plan shall be included in the court report, and shall be
considered by the court at the initial hearing and each review hearing.
Modifications to the case plan made during the period between review
hearings need not be approved by the court if the casework supervisor for
that case determines that the modifications further the goals of the plan. If
out-of-home services are used with the goal of family reunification, the case
plan shall consider and describe the application of subdivision (b) of Section
11203.

(15) (A) If the case plan has as its goal for the child a permanent plan
of adoption, legal guardianship, or another planned permanent living
arrangement, it shall include a statement of the child’'s wishes regarding
their permanent placement plan and an assessment of those stated wishes.
The agency shall aso include documentation of the steps the agency is
taking to find an adoptive family or other permanent living arrangements
for the child; to place the child with an adoptive family, an appropriate and
willing relative, or a legal guardian, and to finalize the adoption or legal
guardianship. At aminimum, the documentation shall include child-specific
recruitment efforts, such asthe use of state, regional, and national adoption
exchanges, including electronic exchange systems, when the child has been
freed for adoption. Regardiess of whether the child has been freed for
adoption, documentation shall include a description of any barriers to
achieving legal permanence and the steps the agency will take to address
those barriers. If a child has been in care for three years or more, the
documentation shall include a description of the specialized permanency
services used or, if specialized permanency services have not been used, a
statement explaining why the agency chose not to provide these services.
If the plan is for kinship guardianship, the case plan shall document how
the child meets the kinship guardianship €eligibility requirements.

(B) Specific elementsof specidized permanency servicesmay beincluded
in the case plan as needed to meet the permanency needs of the individual
child or nonminor dependent.

(C) When the childis 16 years of age or older and isin another planned
permanent living arrangement, the case plan shall identify the intensiveand
ongoing efforts to return the child to the home of the parent, place the child
for adoption, place the child for tribal customary adoption in the case of an
Indian child, establish a legal guardianship, or place the child nonminor
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dependent with afit and willing rel ative, as appropriate. Efforts shall include
the use of technology, including social media, to find biological family
members of the child.

(16) (A) (i) Forachildwhois14 or 15 years of age, the case plan shall
include awritten description of the programs and servicesthat will help the
child, consistent with the child’'s best interests, to prepare for the transition
from foster care to successful adulthood. The description may be included
in the document described in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (18).

(it) When appropriate, for a child who is 16 years of age or older and,
commencing January 1, 2012, for anonminor dependent, the case plan shall
include the transitional independent living plan (TILP), awritten description
of the programs and services that will help the child, consistent with the
child’s best interests, to prepare for the transition from foster care to
successful adulthood, and, in addition, whether the youth has an in-progress
application pending for Title XVI Supplemental Security |ncome benefits
or for specia immigrant juvenile status or other applicable application for
legal residency and an active dependency caseisrequired for that application.
When appropriate, for a nonminor dependent, the transitional independent
living case plan, as described in subdivision (y) of Section 11400, shall
include the TILP, a written description of the programs and services that
will help the nonminor dependent, consistent with their best interests, to
prepare for transition from foster care and assist the youth in meeting the
eligibility criteriaset forth in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision
(b) of Section 11403. If applicable, the case plan shall describe the
individualized supervision provided in the supervised independent living
placement as defined in subdivision (w) of Section 11400. The case plan
shall be developed with the child or nonminor dependent and individuals
identified asimportant to the child or nonminor dependent, and shall include
steps the agency is taking to ensure that the child or nonminor dependent
achieves permanence, including maintaining or obtaining permanent
connections to caring and committed adults.

(B) During the 90-day period prior to the participant attaining 18 years
of age or older as the state may elect under Section 475(8)(B)(iii) of the
federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 675(8)(B)(iii)), whether during
that period foster care maintenance payments are being made on the child’s
behalf or the child isreceiving benefits or services under Section 477 of the
federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 677), a caseworker or other
appropriate agency staff or probation officer and other representatives of
the participant, as appropriate, shall provide the youth or nonminor dependent
with assistance and support in devel oping the written 90-day transition plan,
that is personalized at the direction of the child, information as detailed as
the participant elects that shall include, but not be limited to, options
regarding housing, health insurance, education, local opportunities for
mentors and continuing support services, and workforce supports and
employment services, a power of attorney for health care, and information
regarding the advance health care directive form. Information provided
regarding health insurance options shall include verification that the eligible
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youth or nonminor dependent is enrolled in Medi-Cal and a description of
the steps that have been or will be taken by the youth’'s social worker or
probation officer to ensure that the eligible youth or nonminor dependent
istransitioned into the Medi-Cal program for former foster youth upon case
closure with no interruption in coverage and with no new application being
required, as provided in Section 14005.28.

(C) For youth 14 years of age or older, the case plan shall include
documentation that a consumer credit report was requested annually from
each of the three major credit reporting agencies at no charge to the youth
and that any results were provided to the youth. For nonminor dependents,
the case plan shall include documentation that the county assisted the
nonminor dependent in obtaining their reports. The case plan shall include
documentation of barriers, if any, to obtaining the credit reports. If the
consumer credit report reveals any accounts, the case plan shall detail how
the county ensured the youth received assistance with interpreting the credit
report and resolving any inaccuracies, including any referrals made for the
assistance.

(17) For youth 14 years of age or older and nonminor dependents, the
case plan shall be developed in consultation with the youth. At the youth’s
option, the consultation may include up to two members of the case planning
team who are chosen by the youth and who are not foster parents of, or
caseworkersfor, the youth. The agency, at any time, may reject an individua
selected by the youth to be amember of the case planning teamif the agency
has good cause to believe that the individual would not act in the youth’'s
best interest. One individual selected by the youth to be a member of the
case planning team may be designated to be the youth’s adviser and advocate
with respect to the application of the reasonable and prudent parent standard
to the youth, as necessary.

(18) For youth in foster care 14 years of age or older and nonminor
dependents, the case plan shall include both of the following:

(A) A document that describes the youth's rights with respect to
education, health, visitation, and court participation, the right to be annually
provided with copies of their credit reports at no cost while in foster care
pursuant to Section 10618.6, and theright to stay safe and avoid exploitation.

(B) A signed acknowledgment by the youth that they have been provided
acopy of the document and that the rights described in the document have
been explained to the youth in an age-appropriate manner.

(19) The case plan for a child or nonminor dependent who is, or who is
at risk of becoming, the victim of commercial sexua exploitation, shall
document the services provided to address that issue.

(20) For ayouth in foster care 10 years of age or older who isin junior
high, middle, or high school, or a nonminor dependent enrolled in high
school, the case plan shall be reviewed annually, and updated as needed, to
indicate that the case management worker has verified that the youth or
nonminor dependent received comprehensive sexual health education that
meets the requirements established in Chapter 5.6 (commencing with Section
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51930) of Part 28 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Education Code, through
the school system. The case plan shall document either of the following:

(A) Forayouthin junior high or middle school, either that the youth has
already received this instruction during junior high or middle school, or
how the county will ensure that the youth receives the instruction at least
once before completing junior high or middle school if the youth remains
under the jurisdiction of the dependency court during this timeframe.

(B) For ayouth or nonminor dependent in high school, either that the
youth or nonminor dependent already received thisinstruction during high
school, or how the county will ensure that the youth or nonminor dependent
receives the instruction at least once before completing high school if the
youth or nonminor dependent remains under the jurisdiction of the
dependency court during this timeframe.

(21) (A) Forayouthinfoster care 10 years of age or older or anonminor
dependent, the case plan shall be updated annually to indicate that the case
management worker has done all of the following:

(i) Informed the youth or nonminor dependent that they may access
age-appropriate, medically accurate information about reproductive and
sexua health care, including, but not limited to, unplanned pregnancy
prevention, abstinence, use of birth control, abortion, and the prevention
and treatment of sexually transmitted infections.

(ii) Informed the youth or nonminor dependent, in an age- and
developmentally appropriate manner, of their right to consent to sexual and
reproductive health services and their confidentiality rights regarding those
services.

(iii) Informed the youth or nonminor dependent how to access
reproductive and sexual health care services and facilitated access to that
care, including by assisting with any identified barriers to care, as needed.

(B) This paragraph shall not be construed to affect any applicable
confidentiality law.

(22) For a child who is 16 years of age or older and for a nonminor
dependent, the case plan shall identify the person or persons, who may
include the child’'s high school counselor, Court-Appointed Special
Advocate, guardian, or other adult, who shall be responsible for assisting
the child or nonminor dependent with applications for postsecondary
education and related financial aid, unlessthe child or nonminor dependent
states that they do not want to pursue postsecondary education, including
career or technical education. If, at any point in the future, the child or
nonminor dependent expresses that they wish to pursue postsecondary
education, the case plan shall be updated to identify an adult individual
responsible for assisting the child or nonminor dependent with applications
for postsecondary education and related financial aid.

(h) If the court finds, after considering the case plan, that unsupervised
sibling visitation is appropriate and has been consented to, the court shall
order that the child or the child’s siblings, the child’s current caregiver, and
the child's prospective adoptive parents, if applicable, be provided with
information necessary to accomplish this visitation. This section does not
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require or prohibit the social worker's facilitation, transportation, or
supervision of visits between the child and their siblings.

(i) The case plan documentation on sibling placements required under
this section shall not require modification of existing case plan forms until
the Child Welfare Services/Case Management System (CWS/ICMYS) is
implemented on a statewide basis.

(1) When achildis 10 years of age or older and has been in out-of-home
placement for six months or longer, the case plan shall include an
identification of individuals, other than the child’s siblings, who are
important to the child and actions necessary to maintain the child's
relationship with those individuals, provided that those relationships are in
the best interest of the child. The social worker or probation officer shall
ask every child who is 10 years of age or older and who has been in
out-of-home placement for six months or longer to identify individual s other
than the child’s siblings who are important to the child, and may ask any
other child to provide that information, or may seek that information from
the child and family team, as appropriate. The social worker or probation
officer shall make efforts to identify other individuals who areimportant to
the child, consistent with the child’s best interests.

(k) Thechild’s caregiver shall be provided acopy of aplan outlining the
child’s needs and services. The nonminor dependent’s caregiver shall be
provided with a copy of the nonminor's TILP.

() Each county shall ensure that the total number of visits made by
caseworkers on a monthly basis to children in foster care during a federa
fiscal year isnot less than 95 percent of the total number of those visits that
would occur if each child were visited once every month while in care and
that the majority of the visits occur in the residence of the child. The county
child welfare and probation departments shall comply with data reporting
requirementsthat the department deems necessary to comply with thefederal
Child and Family Services Improvement Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-288)
and the federal Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation
Act (Public Law 112-34).

(m) Theimplementation and operation of the amendmentsto subdivision
(i) enacted at the 200506 Regular Session shall be subject to appropriation
through the budget process and by phase, as provided in Section 366.35.

SEC. 71. Section 16501.35 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

16501.35. (a) On or before September 29, 2016, county child welfare
agencies and probation departments shall implement policiesand procedures
that require social workers and probation officersto do all of the following:

(1) Identify children receiving child welfare services, including
dependents or wards in foster care, nonminor dependents, and youth
receiving services pursuant to Section 677 of Title 42 of the United States
Code, who are, or are at risk of becoming, victims of commercial sexual
exploitation.
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(2) Document individuals identified pursuant to paragraph (1) in the
statewide child welfare information system and any other agency record as
determined by the county.

(3) Determine appropriate services for the child or youth identified
pursuant to paragraph (1).

(4) Receive relevant training in the identification, documentation, and
determination of appropriate services for any child or youth identified in
paragraph (1). . _

(b) County child welfare agencies and probation departments shall
develop and implement specific protocolsto expeditiously locate any child
missing from foster care. At a minimum, these policies shall do all of the
following:

(1) Describe the efforts used by county child welfare or probation staff
to expeditiously locate any child or nonminor dependent missing from care,
including, but not limited to, the timeframe for reporting missing youth, the
individuals or entities entitled to notice that ayouth ismissing, any required
initial and ongoing efforts to locate youth, and plans to return youth to
placement.

(2) Require the social worker or probation officer to do all of the
following:

(A) Determine the primary factors that contributed to the child or
nonminor dependent running away or otherwise being absent from care.

(B) Respond to factors identified in paragraph (2) in subsequent
placements, to the extent possible.

(C) Determine the child’'s or nonminor dependent’s experiences while
absent from care.

(D) Determine whether the child or nonminor dependent is a possible
victim of commercial sexual exploitation.

(E) Document the activities and information described in subparagraphs
(A) to (D), inclusive, for federal reporting purposes, consistent with
instructions from the department.

(c) In consultation with stakeholders, including, but not limited to, the
County Welfare Directors Association of California, the Chief Probation
Officersof California, former foster youth, and child advocacy organizations,
the department shall, no later than January 1, 2020, develop model policies,
procedures, and protocol sto assist the counties to comply with this section.
In addition, the department shall consult with the California Department of
Education, the State Department of Health Care Services, state and local
law enforcement, and agencies with experience serving children and youth
at risk of commercia sexual exploitation in the development of the model
policies and procedures described in subdivision (a).

(d) Notwithstanding the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code), the department may implement this section through
all-county letters or similar instructions until regulations are adopted.

SEC. 72. Section 16501.45 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:
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16501.45. (a) Toensurecompliancewith federal reporting requirements,
including those of Public Law 113-183, the Preventing Sex Trafficking and
Strengthening Families Act, the State Department of Social Services shall
ensure that the statewide child welfare information system is capable of
collecting all of the following information:

(1) The number of dependent children or wards in foster care who were
victims of commercial sexual exploitation before entering foster care.

(2) Thenumber of dependent children or wardsin foster care who became
victims of commercial sexual exploitation whilein foster care.

(3) The number of dependent children or wards in foster care who go
missing, run away, or are otherwise absent from care and were commercially
sexually exploited during the time away from placement.

(4) The number of dependent children or wardsin foster care who are at
risk of becoming victims of commercial sexual exploitation.

(5) For children in foster care placed in group homes or short-term
residential treatment centers, the data identified in Section 679b(a)(7)(A)
of Title 42 of the United States Code.

(6) Dataregarding children and nonminor dependentsin foster care who
are pregnant or parenting, as required by Section 679b(a)(7)(B) of Title 42
of the United States Code.

(b) County social workers and probation officers shall collect the data
identified in subdivision (a) consistent with dataentry instructions provided
by the department.

(c) Upon the request of the department, a county child welfare agency,
county probation department, or entity operating a program pursuant to an
agreement with the department under Section 10553.1, shall provide
additional information or data necessary for the department to comply with
federal reporting requirements.

SEC. 73. Section 16501.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

16501.5. (a) Inorder to protect children and effectively administer and
evaluate California’s Child Welfare Services and Foster Care programs, the
department shall implement asingle statewide Child Welfare Services Case
Management System no later than July 1, 1993.

(b) Itistheintent of the Legidlature in developing and implementing a
statewide Child Welfare Services Case Management System to minimize
the administrative and systems barriers that inhibit the effective provision
of servicesto children and families by applying current technology to the
systemsthat support the provision and management of child welfare services.
Therefore, it istheintent of the Legislature that the Child Welfare Services
Case Management System achieve al of the following:

(1) Provide child welfare services workers with immediate access to
child and family specific information in order to make appropriate and
expeditious case decisions.

(2) Provide child welfare services workers with the case management
information needed to effectively and efficiently manage their caseloads
and take appropriate and timely case management actions.
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(3) Providestate and county child welfare services management with the
information needed to monitor and evaluate the accomplishment of child
welfare services tasks and goals.

(4) Provideal child welfare services agencies with acommon database
and definition of information from which to evaluate the child welfare
services programsin terms of the following:

(A) Effectiveness in meeting statutory and regulatory mandates, goals,
and objectives of the programs.

(B) Effectiveness in meeting the needs of the families and children
serviced by the program.

(C) Projecting and planning for the future needs of the families and
children served by the program.

(5) Meeting federal statistical reporting requirements with a minimum
of duplication of effort.

(6) Consolidate the collection and reporting of information for those
programs that are closely related to child welfare services, including foster
care and emergency assistance.

(7) Utilizethe child welfare servicesfunctionality defined in current and
planned automated systems as the foundation for the development of the
technical requirements for the Child Welfare Services Case Management
System.

(c) ltistheintent of the Legislature that the Child Welfare Services Case
Management System shall provide the required comprehensive and detailed
individual county data needed by the department to implement and monitor
the performance standards system.

(d) Counties shall fully utilize the functionality provided by the
replacement statewide child welfare information system when it has been
implemented statewide.

SEC. 74. Section 16501.6 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

16501.6. (@) Itistheintent of the Legislature for the State Department
of Social Servicesto enhancethe statewide child welfare information system
to include information concerning the level of care required, educational
accomplishments, and health history of children placed in foster care. If
appropriate, thisenhancement could be made after the system is operational
statewide as required in Section 16501.5.

(b) The department shall conduct a study to examine the most efficient
methods of collecting and maintaining al of the following data for each
child in foster care:

(1) The names and addresses of the child's health and educational
providers.

(2) The child’'s grade level performance.

(3) The child’s school record.

(4) Assurancesthat the child's placement infoster care takesinto account
proximity to the school in which the child is enrolled at the time of
placement.

(5) A record of the child’simmunizations.
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(6) The child’'s known medical problems.

(7) The child's medications.

(8) Any other relevant level of care, health, and education information
concerning the child as determined appropriate by the department.

(c) In conducting its study, the department shall, as required, examine
county health passport systemsfor possible replication on astatewide basis
and consult with other state departments, county associations, and provider
groups.

(d) By February 15, 1992, the department shall submit a report to the
appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature on the results
of its study. The department shall include the following in its report:

(1) Recommendationsfor coordinating data collection among local child
health and disability prevention programs, other heath care providers,
county welfare departments, schools, and other agencies providing services
for foster children.

(2) Recommendations for the interfacing with any alternative system
recommended pursuant to paragraph (1) with the mental health assessment
required by Section 5407, and with other requirements of law.

(e) The report required by subdivision (d) shall address the feasihility,
timeframe, and estimated costs of doing either of the following:

(1) Incorporating the data specified in subdivision (b) in the statewide
child welfare information system.

(2) Implementing an aternative system that is more appropriate for the
collection and maintenance of the data specified in subdivision (b).

SEC. 75. Section 16501.95 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

16501.95. (&) The State Department of Social Services shall determine
which entities meet the definition of a*child welfare contributing agency,”
asdefined in Section 1355.51 of Title 45 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(b) The department shall develop and issue written directives for child
welfare contributing agencies to submit data to the applicable statewide
child welfare information system. These directives shall address al of the
following:

(1) Identification of which entities meet the definition of achild welfare
contributing agency, as defined in federa regulations.

(2) The datathat achild welfare contributing agency shall provide.

(3) Themethod inwhich achild welfare contributing agency shall provide
data, which shall include either of the following:

(A) Direct dataentry into the statewide child welfareinformation system.

(B) A bidirectional data exchange between the information systems
maintained by the child welfare contributing agency and the statewide child
welfare information system.

(4) A timelinefor providing the specified datain the required manner.

(c) In accordance with the written directives of the department, a child
welfare contributing agency shall provide child welfare services data that
is collected as a result of fulfilling their contracts or agreements with the
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department or a county child welfare department, to the statewide child
welfare information system.

(d) Notwithstanding any other law, until regulations are adopted, the
department may issue written directives by provider bulletins or all-county
letters, as applicable. These written directives shall have the same force and
effect as regulations. The written directives shall be exempt from the
rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code).

SEC. 76. Section 16523.58 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

16523.58. System Changes. Pursuant to existing reporting requirements
on the replacement statewide child welfare information system, Child
Welfare Services— CaliforniaAutomated Response and Engagement System
(CWS-CARES), the updates described in Section 16523.5 shall include a
status update on the automation changes to the existing statewide child
welfare information system, Child Welfare Services/Case Management
System (CWS/ICMS) and licensing systems needed to support CCR
implementation, including, but not limited to, support for Child and
Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS), the RFA process, LOCP, and
other programmatic elements.

SEC. 77. Section 16524.9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

16524.9. (a) The State Department of Social Services, in consultation
with the County Welfare Directors Association, shall ensure that the
statewide child welfare information system is capable of collecting data
concerning children who are commercially sexually exploited, including
children who are referred to the child abuse hotline and children currently
served by county child welfare and probation departments who are
subsequently identified as victims of commercial sexual exploitation.

(b) The department shall disseminate any necessary instructions on data
entry to the county child welfare and probation department staff.

(c) The department shall implement this section no later than June 1,
2018.

SEC. 78. Section 16587 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

16587. (a) A county may elect to provide the prevention services under
this chapter by providing a written plan to the State Department of Social
Services, in accordance with instructionsissued by the department. A county
shall promptly notify the department of any changes to the written plan,
including, but not limited to, an elimination or reduction of services. During
thefirst year of implementation, acounty may elect to provide the prevention
services under this chapter by providing awritten notice to the department
while the county continues to develop its written plan. The county shall
consult with other relevant county agenciesthat servefamiliesand children,
Indiantribes, local community representatives, caseworkers, and individual s
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and families with lived experience with the child welfare system in the
development and ongoing implementation of the plan.

(b) The department shall consult with Indian tribes on the development
of the statewide prevention plan, associated allocation policies, and
procedures for an Indian tribe, consortium of tribes, or tribal organization
that has entered into an agreement with the state pursuant to Section 10553.1
to elect to provide the prevention services under this chapter.

() (1) A county or Indian tribe, consortium of tribes, or triba
organization that has entered into an agreement with the state pursuant to
Section 10553.1 that el ectsto provide prevention services under this chapter
may provide those services for all of the following:

(A) A child who is acandidate for foster care

(B) A child or nonminor dependent in foster care who is a pregnant or
parenting foster youth.

(C) The parents or kin caregivers of a child described in this paragraph.

(2) (A) Prevention services under this chapter may be provided for a
period of up to 12 months.

(B) Prevention servicesunder this chapter may be provided for additional
12-month periods, including contiguous 12-month periods, on acase-by-case
basis, when a county or tribal caseworker determines and documentsin the
candidate for foster care or pregnant or parenting foster youth’s prevention
plan that they continue to meet the requirements to receive prevention
servicesasacandidate for foster care, or pregnant or parenting foster youth.

(C) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to alter or limit the
time period for services provided under the Medi-Cal program to aMedi-Cal
beneficiary, which shall be based on medical necessity.

(3) When a county knows or has reason to know a child is an Indian
child, as defined in Section 224.1, the county shall provide prevention
services under this chapter in a manner consistent with active efforts, as
described in subdivision (f) of Section 224.1.

(d) A Title IV-E agency that elects to provide the prevention services
under this chapter shall be responsible for:

(1) (A) Determining whether a child is a candidate for foster care and
eligible for prevention services based upon an in-person assessment, or an
aternative assessment methodology approved by the State Department of
Socia Services.

(B) Identifying whether a child or nonminor dependent in foster careis
a pregnant or parenting foster youth who will receive prevention services.
A candidacy assessment and determination are not required for a pregnant
or parenting foster youth to receive prevention services.

(2) Documenting the determination described in subparagraph (1) in the
child or youth’s prevention plan.

(3) Inquiring whether a child who is being assessed as a candidate for
foster care and for prevention services under this chapter is or may be an
Indian child in accordance with Section 224.2. When the county knows or
has reason to know the child isan Indian child, as defined in Section 224.1,
the county shall provide written natification to the tribe inviting the child's
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tribeto partner with the county agency in theinitial and ongoing assessments
of the child and family and the development and implementation of the
written prevention plan.

(4) (A) Developing and implementing awritten prevention plan for the
child or youth using a model approved by the department.

(B) Inthecaseof achildwhoisacandidate for foster care, the prevention
plan shall identify the foster care prevention strategy for the child and list
the services or programs to be provided to, or on behalf of, the child,
including the services or programs to be provided to the child’s parent or
kin caregiver.

(C) In the case of a pregnant or parenting foster youth, the prevention
plan shall list the services or programs to be provided to, or on behalf of,
the youth to meet their individual needs, strengthen their ability to parent,
describe the parenting support strategy to promote the headth and
development of, and prevent foster care for, any child born to the youth,
and be included in the youth's existing case plan.

(D) Inthe case of an Indian child, the development and implementation
of thewritten prevention plan shall bein partnership with the Indian child’s
tribe.

(5) Documenting all prevention services cases under this chapter in
accordance with instructions issued by the department to county Title 1V-E
agencies.

(6) Ensuring that prevention services are provided using a
trauma-informed approach, including an approach informed by historical
and multigenerational trauma.

(7) Monitoring the safety of a candidate for foster care or pregnant or
parenting foster youth receiving prevention services under this chapter,
which shall include in-person contact with the child or youth by the
caseworker to ensure the child's or youth’s ongoing safety, as specified in
the written prevention plan.

(8) Conducting periodic risk assessments for the child or youth while
prevention services are being provided. The caseworker shall reexamine
the prevention plan if they determine therisk of the child or youth entering
foster care remains high despite the provision of prevention services. Inthe
case of an Indian child, the assessments and any reexamination of the
prevention plan shall be conducted in partnership with the Indian child's
tribe.

(9) Collecting and reporting any information or data necessary to the
department for federal financial participation, federal reporting, or evauation
of the services provided, including, but not limited to, child-specific
information and expenditure data.

(10) Continuously monitoring the implementation and provision of
services provided under this chapter to ensurefidelity to the practice model,
determine outcomes achieved, and determine how information learned from
monitoring will be used to refine and improve practices, using acontinuous
quality improvement framework devel oped in accordance with instructions
issued by the department to county Title 1V-E agencies. Outcomes achieved
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shall include, but are not limited to, measures examining the equitable
implementation and provision of services, aswell as equitable distribution
of outcomes.

(11) (A) Conducting or contracting for a well-designed and rigorous
evaluation of each prevention service provided under this chapter, as
coordinated by the department and in accordance with instructions issued
by the department to county Title IV-E agencies. An evaluation shall
examine the effectiveness of each serviceinimproving outcomesfor children
and families across diverse groups receiving each service. The department
shall consult with the State Department of Health Care Services on any
instructions to counties that involve an evaluation of a prevention service
that ispaid for by Medi-Cal.

(B) This paragraph shall not apply to a prevention service for which the
state has received afederal waiver of the evaluation requirements pursuant
to Section 471(e)(5) of the federal Socia Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec.
671(e)(5)).

(C) Subject totheavailability of state or other funds, the department may
conduct or contract for a well-designed and rigorous evaluation of a
prevention service as described in subparagraph (A). A Title 1V-E agency’s
participation in an evaluation of a prevention service by the department
shall satisfy the agency’s responsibility under this paragraph.

(e) A Title IV-E agency may contract with another agency or
community-based organization to perform the activities described in
paragraphs (4) through (8), inclusive, of subdivision (d) in accordance with
guidelines and instructions issued by the department. The county shall be
responsible for supervising and ensuring appropriate performance of these
activities. A county may work with one or more other counties utilizing the
same prevention service to conduct a joint evaluation that meets the
requirements of this section.

(f) A parent, caregiver, child, or youth’s nonparticipation in or
noncompletion of offered prevention services, in and of itself, shall not be
primafacie evidence that the child comeswithin Section 300 or primafacie
evidence of substantial danger.

SEC. 79. Section 16589 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

16589. (@) The State Department of Socia Servicesshall have oversight
of the Family First Prevention Services program established under this
chapter. The department shall consult with the State Department of Health
Care Services on any letters or instructions for the Family First Prevention
Services program that intersect with services under the Medi-Cal program.
Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Procedure
Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division
3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the department may implement,
interpret, or make specific this chapter by means of al-county letters or
similar written instructionsfrom the department until regulations are adopted.
These all-county letters or similar written instructions shall have the same
force and effect as regulations until the adoption of regulations.
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(b) Nothing inthischapter shall be construed to amend or otherwise alter
state and federal requirementsfor Medi-Cal services. The State Department
of Health Care Services shall maintain oversight over services claimed to
the Medi-Cal program and shall be responsible for seeking any approvals
necessary for the Medi-Cal program. The State Department of Health Care
Services may provide guidance on whether federal financia participation
isavailablefor Medi-Cal servicesthat may intersect with theimplementation
of prevention services under Part | of the federal Family First Prevention
ServicesAct. Medi-Cal servicesshall only be claimed to the extent that any
necessary federal approvals are obtained and medical assistance federal
financial participation is available and is not otherwise jeopardized.
Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1
of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code, the State Department of
Health Care Services may provide Medi-Cal guidance to implement this
chapter by means of plan or all-county letters, information notices, plan or
provider bulletins, or other similar instructions, without taking any further
regulatory action.

(c) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, contracts awarded by the State
Department of Social Servicesfor purposes of this chapter shall be exempt
from the personal services contracting requirements of Article 4
(commencing with Section 19130) of Chapter 5 of Part 2 of Division 5 of
Title 2 of the Government Code, the Public Contract Code, and the State
Contracting Manual, and shall not be subject to the review or approva of
the Department of General Services.

(2) Thissubdivision shall become inoperative on July 1, 2025, unless a
later enacted statute, that becomes operative on or before July 1, 2025,
deletes or extends the date on which this subdivision becomes inoperative.

SEC. 80. Section 18358.30 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

18358.30. (a) Rates for foster family agency programs participating
under this chapter shall be exempt from the current AFDC-FC foster family
agency ratesetting system.

(b) Rates for foster family agency programs participating under this
chapter shall be set according to the appropriate service and rate level based
on thelevel of services provided to the eligible child and the certified foster
family. For an eligible child placed from agroup home program, the service
and rate level shall not exceed the rate paid for group home placement. For
an dligible child assessed by the county interagency review team or county
placing agency as at imminent risk of group home placement or psychiatric
hospitalization, the appropriate service and rate level for the child shall be
determined by the interagency review team or county placing agency at
time of placement. In al of the service and rate levels, the foster family
agency programs shall:

(1) Provide socia work services with average caseloads not to exceed
eight children per worker, except that social worker average casel oads for
childrenin Serviceand Rate Leve E shall not exceed 12 children per worker.
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(2) Pay an amount not less than two thousand one hundred dollars
($2,100) per child per month to the certified foster parent or parents.

(3) Perform activities necessary for the administration of the programs,
including, but not limited to, training, recruitment, certification, and
monitoring of the certified foster parents.

(4) (A) (i) Provide a minimum average range of service per month for
children in each service and ratelevel in aparticipating foster family agency,
represented by paid employee hours incurred by the participating foster
family agency, by the in-home support counselor to the eligible child and
the certified foster parents depending on the needs of the child and according
to the following schedule:

Service In-Home Support
and Counselor Hours
Rate Level Per Month
A 98-114 hours
B 81-97 hours
C 64-80 hours
D 47-63 hours

(ii) Children placed at Service and Rate Level E shall receive behavior
deescalation and other support services on aflexible, as needed, basis from
an in-home support counselor. The foster family agency shall provide one
full-time in-home support counselor for every 20 children placed at this
level.

(B) (i) Fortheinterim period beginning July 1, 2012, through December
31, 2016, inclusive, only the following modified service and rate levels to
support modified in-home support counselor hours per month shall apply:

Service In-Home Support
and Counselor Hours
Rate Level Per Month
Level | 81-114 hours
Level Il 47-80 hours
Level I11 Less than 47 hours

(ii) Children placed at Service and Rate Level |11 shall receive behavior
deescalation and other support services on aflexible, as needed, basisfrom
an in-home support counselor. The foster family agency shall provide one
full-time in-home support counselor for every 20 children placed at this
level.

(C) When theinteragency review team or county placing agency and the
foster family agency agree that alternative services are in the best interests
of the child, the foster family agency may provide or arrange for services
and supports alowable under California’s foster care program in lieu of
in-home support services required by subparagraphs (A) and (B). These
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services and supports may include, but need not be limited to, activitiesin
the Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care (MTFC) program.

(c) The department or placing county, or both, may review the level of
services provided by the foster family agency program. If the level of
services actually provided are less than those required by subdivision (b)
for the child’s service and rate level, the rate shall be adjusted to reflect the
level of service actually provided, and an overpayment may be established
and recovered by the department.

(d) (1) On and after July 1, 1998, the standard rate schedule of service
and rate levels shall be:

Service Fiscal Year
and 1998-99
Rate Level Standard Rate
A $3,957
B $3,628
C $3,290
D $2,970
E $2,639

(2) For theinterim period beginning July 1, 2012, through December 31,
2016, inclusive, only the following modified service and rate levels to
support the modified standard rate schedule shall apply:

Service
and
Rate Level Standard Rate
Level | $5,581
Level Il $4,798
Level 111 $4,034

(3) (A) On and after July 1, 1999, the standardized schedule of rates
shall be adjusted by an amount equal to the California Necessities Index
computed pursuant to Section 11453, rounded to the nearest dollar. The
resultant amounts shall constitute the new standardized rate schedul e, subject
to further adjustment pursuant to subparagraph (B), for foster family agency
programs participating under this chapter.

(B) In addition to the adjustment in subparagraph (A), commencing
January 1, 2000, the standardized schedule of rates shall be increased by
2.36 percent, rounded to the nearest dollar. The resultant amounts shall
congtitute the new standardized rate schedule for foster family agency
programs participating under this chapter.

(4) (A) Beginning withthe 200001 fiscal year, the standardized schedule
of rates shall be adjusted annually by an amount equal to the California
Necessities Index computed pursuant to Section 11453, subject to the
availability of funds. The resultant amounts, rounded to the nearest dollar,
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shall constitute the new standard rate schedule for foster family agency
programs participating under this chapter.

(B) Effective October 1, 2009, the rates identified in this subdivision
shall be reduced by 10 percent. The resulting amounts shall constitute the
new standardized schedule of rates.

(5) Notwithstanding paragraphs (3) and (4), the rate identified in
paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) shall be adjusted on July 1, 2013, and each
July 1 thereafter through July 1, 2016, inclusive, by an amount equal to the
California Necessities Index computed pursuant to Section 11453.

(e) (1) Rates for foster family agency programs participating under
paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) shall not exceed Service and Rate Level A
at any time during an eligible child’'s placement. An eligible child may be
initially placed in a participating intensive foster care program at any one
of the five Service and Rate LevelsA to E, inclusive, and thereafter placed
at any level, either higher or lower, not to exceed atotal of six months at
any level other than Service and Rate Level E, unlessit is determined to be
in the best interests of the child by the child’s county interagency review
team or county placing agency and the child's certified foster parents. The
child’s county interagency placement review team or county placement
agency may, through aformal review of the child’s placement, extend the
placement of an eligible child in aservice and ratelevel higher than Service
and Rate Level E for additional periods of up to six months each.

(2) Ratesfor foster family agency programs participating under paragraph
(2) of subdivision (d) shall not exceed Service and Rate Level | at any time
during an eligible child's placement. An eligible child may beinitialy placed
in aparticipating intensivefoster care program at any one of thethree Service
and Rate Levels| to I11, inclusive, and thereafter placed at any level, either
higher or lower, not to exceed atotal of six months at any level other than
Serviceand Rate Level 111, unlessit isdetermined to be in the best interests
of the child by the child’'s county interagency review team or county placing
agency, foster family agency, and the child's certified foster parents. The
child's county interagency placement review team or county placement
agency, through aformal review of the child’s placement, may extend the
placement of an eligible child in aservice and rate level higher than Service
and Rate Level 111 for additional periods of up to six months each.

(f) It isthe intent of the Legidature that the rate paid to participating
foster family agency programs shall decrease asthe child’s need for services
from the foster family agency decreases. The foster family agency shall
notify the placing county and the department of the reduced services and
the pilot classification model, and the rate shall be reduced accordingly.

(g) Itistheintent of the Legidatureto prohibit any duplication of public
funding. Therefore, social worker services, payments to certified foster
parents, administrative activities, and the services of in-home support
counselorsthat are funded by another public source shall not be counted in
determining whether the foster family agency program has met its obligations
to provide theitemslisted in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4) of subdivision
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(b). The department shall work with other potentially affected state
departmentsto ensurethat duplication of payment or services does not occur.

(h) Itistheintent of the Legislature that the State Department of Social
Services and the State Department of Health Care Services, in collaboration
with county placing agencies and ITFC providers and other stakeholders,
develop and implement an integrated system that providesfor the appropriate
level of placement and care, support services, and mental health treatment
services to foster children served in these programs.

(i) Beginning in the 2011-12 fiscal year, and for each fiscal year
thereafter, funding and expenditures for programs and activities under this
section shall be in accordance with the reguirements provided in Sections
30025 and 30026.5 of the Government Code.

(i) Notwithstanding subdivisions (d) and (€), the department shall
implement a new interim rate structure for the period beginning January 1,
2017, to December 31, 2024, inclusive. Therate shall reflect the appropriate
level of placement and address the need for specialized health care, support
services, and mental health treatment services for foster children served in
these programs.

SEC. 81. Section 18900.8 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

18900.8. The State Department of Social Services shall work with
representatives of county human services agencies and the County Welfare
Directors Association of California to update the budgeting methodology
used to determine the annual funding for county administration of the
CalFresh program beginning with the 2023-24 fiscal year. As part of the
process of updating the budgeting methodol ogy, the ongoing workload and
costs to counties of expanding the CalFresh program to recipients of
Supplemental Security Income and State Supplementary Payment Program
benefits shall be examined, and legidative staff, advocates, and organizations
that represent county workers shall be consulted.

SEC. 82. Section 18926.8 isadded to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
to read:

18926.8. (a) There is hereby established in the State Treasury the
CaFresh E& T Workers Compensation Fund for the purpose of paying
workers compensation claims resulting from CalFresh recipients
participation in the CalFresh E& T program. Notwithstanding Section 13340
of the Government Code, funds deposited and maintained under this section
are continuously appropriated, without regard to fiscal years, to the State
Department of Socia Services for the payment of workers' compensation
claimsto CalFresh E& T participants.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, income generated from the Surplus
Money Investment Fund during any fiscal year shall be credited to the
CalFresh E& T Workers' Compensation Fund.

(c) Inthe event of an amendment to the law requiring abolition of the
fund, all remaining funds shall be returned to the Food and Nutrition Service
of the United States Department of Agriculture.
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SEC. 83. Section 18928.5 isadded to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
to read:

18928.5. (a) No later than January 1, 2024, to assist in monitoring
information about access to the CalFresh program by students enrolled in
aninstitution of higher education, the department shall publish data specific
to students' receipt of CalFresh benefits on the department’s existing
CalFresh Data Dashboard.

(b) The data shall include metrics about student applications,
demographics, and exemptions as available through existing data sources,
and shall exclude any personally identifiable information.

(c) The department shall update the dashboard over time as additional
data become avail able about the population described in subdivision (a).

(d) For purposes of this section, “enrolled in an institution of higher
education” has the same meaning as set forth in Section 273.5 of Title 7 of
the Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 84. Section 18930 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code, as added
by Section 87 of Chapter 85 of the Statutes of 2021, is amended to read:

18930. (@) There is hereby created the California Food Assistance
Program (CFAP).

(b) CFAP shall utilize existing Cal Fresh and electronic benefits transfer
system infrastructure to the extent permissible by federal law.

(c) The State Department of Social Services shall use state funds
appropriated for CFAP to provide nutrition benefits to households that are
ineligible for CalFresh benefits solely due to their immigration status. In
accordance with Section 1621(d) of Title 8 of the United States Code, this
chapter provides benefits for undocumented persons.

(1) Subject to an appropriation in the annual Budget Act for the express
purpose of this paragraph, an individual 55 years of age or older shall be
eligible for the program established in subdivision (a) if the individua’s
immigration status is the sole basis for their ineligibility for CalFresh
benefits.

(2) Exceptasprovided in paragraphs(3), (4), and (5) and Section 18930.5,
noncitizens of the United States shall be eligiblefor the program established
pursuant to subdivision (a) if the person’s immigration status meets the
eligibility criteriaof the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
in effect on August 21, 1996, but the person is not eligible for federal
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits solely due to the
person’simmigration status under Public Law 104-193 and any subsequent
amendments thereto.

(3) Noncitizens of the United States shall be €eligible for the program
established pursuant to subdivision (a) if the person is abattered immigrant
spouse or child or the parent or child of the battered immigrant, as described
in Section 1641(c) of Title 8 of the United States Code, as amended by
Section 5571 of Public Law 105-33, or if the person is a Cuban or Haitian
entrant as described in Section 501(e) of the federal Refugee Education
Assistance Act of 1980 (Public Law 96-422).
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(4) An applicant who is otherwise eligible for the program but who
entered the United States on or after August 22, 1996, shall be eligible for
aid under this chapter if the applicant is sponsored and one of the following
apply:

(A) The sponsor has died.

(B) Thesponsor isdisabled, asdefined in subparagraph (A) of paragraph
(3) of subdivision (b) of Section 11320.3.

(C) Theapplicant, after entry into the United States, isavictim of abuse
by the sponsor or the spouse of the sponsor if the spouse is living with the
SpPONSOr.

(5) An applicant who is otherwise €eligible for the program but who
entered the United States on or after August 22, 1996, who does not meet
one of the conditions of paragraph (4), shall be digible for aid under this
chapter beginning on October 1, 1999.

(6) Theapplicant shall be required to provide verification that one of the
conditions of subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (4) has been met.

(7) For purposes of subparagraph (C) of paragraph (4), abuse shall be
defined in the same manner as provided in Section 11495.1 and Section
11495.12. A sworn statement of abuse by a victim, or the representative of
thevictim if the victim is not able to competently swear, shall be sufficient
to establish abuse if one or more additional items of evidence of abuse are
also provided. Additional evidence may include, but is not limited to, the
following:

(A) Police, government agency, or court records or files.

(B) Documentation from a domestic violence program, legal, clinical,
medical, or other professional from whom the applicant or recipient has
sought assistance in dealing with abuse.

(C) A statement from any other individual with knowledge of the
circumstances that provided the basis for the claim.

(D) Physical evidence of abuse.

(8) If the victim cannot provide additional evidence of abuse, then the
sworn statement shall be sufficient if the county makes a determination
documented in writing in the case file that the applicant is credible.

(d) (1) The amount of nutrition benefits provided to each CFAP
household shall beidentical to the amount that would otherwise be provided
to ahousehold eligible for CalFresh benefits.

(2) Thebenefit amount for a CFAP recipient who isan excluded member
of a CalFresh household shall be limited to the amount that the recipient
would have received as their share of a CalFresh household benefit, had
they not been excluded due to their immigration status.

(3) To the extent permissible under federal law, the delivery of CFAP
nutrition benefits shall be identical to the delivery of CalFresh benefits to
eligible CalFresh households.

(e) (1) Totheextent allowed by federal law, the income, resources, and
deductible expenses of those persons described in subdivision (c) shall be
excluded when cal culating Cal Fresh benefits under Chapter 10 (commencing
with Section 18900).
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(2) Nohousehold shall receive more Cal Fresh benefits under thissection
than it would if no household member was rendered ineligible pursuant to
Title 1V of Public Law 104-193 and any subsequent amendments thereto.

(f) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the State Department of
Social Services may implement and administer this section through
all-county letters or similar instructions without taking regulatory action
until final regulations are adopted, but no later than 18 months after the date
upon which this subdivision becomes operative.

(g) Thissection shall become operative on the date that the department
notifies the Legislature that the Statewide Automated Welfare System can
perform the necessary automation to implement this section.

SEC. 85. Section 18930.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended to read:

18930.5. (a) As a condition of eligibility for assistance under this
chapter:

(1) A recipient who is also receiving aid under Chapter 2 (commencing
with Section 11200) of Part 3 shall be required to satisfactorily participate
in welfare-to-work activities in accordance with the recipient’'s
welfare-to-work plan devel oped pursuant to Section 11325.21.

(2) A recipient whoisnot receiving aid under Chapter 2 shall be required
to meet the work requirement under the federal Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, as specified in Section 2015(0) of Title 7 of the United
States Code.

(b) Thissection shall becomeinoperative on the date that the department
notifies the Legislature that the Statewide Automated Welfare System can
perform the necessary automation to implement Section 18930.5, as added
by the act that added this subdivision, and, as of January 1 of the following
year, isrepealed.

SEC. 86. Section 18930.5 isadded to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
to read:

18930.5. (a) A recipient of benefits under this chapter shall not be
required to meet the work requirement under the federal Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, as specified in Section 2015(o) of Title 7 of
the United States Code, or any work registration requirements.

(b) Anapplicant who statesthat they do not have asocia security number
shall not be required to present asocial security number in order to receive
benefits under this chapter.

(c) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the State Department of
Social Services may implement and administer this section through
all-county letters or similar instructions without taking regulatory action
until final regulations are adopted, which shall be no later than 18 months
after the date upon which this subdivision becomes operative.
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(d) Thissection shall become operative on the date that the department
notifies the Legislature that the Statewide Automated Welfare System can
perform the necessary automation to implement this section.

SEC. 87. Chapter 10.2 (commencing with Section 18936) is added to
Part 6 of Division 9 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code, to read:

CHAPTER 10.2. TRIBAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE

18936. (@) It is the intent of the Legislature to provide supplemental
nutrition benefits to households that are ineligible for CalFresh benefits
solely because they receive United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
foodsthrough the federal Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
(FDPIR) when the federal program benefits are less than those provided by
the CalFresh program.

(b) TheTribal Nutrition Assistance Program is hereby established, to be
administered by the State Department of Socia Services.

(c) Subject to an appropriation in the annual Budget Act, the department
shall, at itsdiscretion, award grantsto eligible tribes and tribal organizations
for the purpose of addressing food insecurity and inequities between
CalFresh benefits, as described in Chapter 10 (commencing with Section
18900), and the federal Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations,
as described in Section 253.1 of Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(d) The department shall develop grant eligibility standards and grant
rules  regarding approved  services and assistance in
government-to-government consultation with tribes.

(e) Thedepartment shall begin awarding grants no later than July 1, 2023.

(f) Contracts or grants awarded pursuant to this chapter are exempt from
the requirements of Article 4 (commencing with Section 19130) of Chapter
5 of Part 2 of Division 5 of Title 2 of the Government Code, the Public
Contract Code, and the State Contracting Manual, and are not subject to the
approval of the Department of General Services.

(9) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the State Department of
Social Services may implement and administer this act without adopting
regulations.

SEC. 88. Section 18995 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code is amended
to read:

18995. (@) The State Emergency Food Assistance Program, which is
administered by the State Department of Social Services, shall be renamed
as the “ CalFood Program.” The CalFood Program shall provide food and
funding for the provision of emergency food to food banks established
pursuant to thefederal Emergency Food Assistance Program (7 C.F.R. Parts
250 and 251) whose ongoing primary function isto facilitate the distribution
of food to low-income households.
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(b) (1) The CalFood Account is hereby established in the Emergency
Food for Families Voluntary Tax Contribution Fund established pursuant
to Section 18852 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and may receive federal
funds and voluntary donations or contributions.

(2) Notwithstanding Section 18853 of the Revenue and Taxation Code,
the following shall apply:

(A) (i) All moneys received by the CalFood Account shall, upon
appropriation by the Legislature, be allocated to the State Department of
Socia Servicesfor alocation to the CalFood Program and, excluding those
contributions made pursuant to Section 18851 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code and funds received through Parts 250 and 251 of Title 7 of the Code
of Federal Regulations, shall be used for the purchase, storage, and
transportation of food grown or produced in California.

(ii) The percentage of storage and transportation expenditures compared
to the CalFood Program fund’s annual budget may be increased from their
levelsin the 202122 fiscal year after adetermination by the department in
consultation with food bank stakeholdersto reflect the true coststo acquire,
store, and distribute foods purchased through the CalFood Program. The
department shall report to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee on any
changes to the rate and the supporting methodol ogy.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), funds received by the CalFood
Account shall, upon appropriation by the Legidature, be alocated to the
State Department of Social Services for allocation to the CalFood Program
as described in subparagraph (A), and shall, in part, be used to pay for the
department’s administrative costs associated with the administration of the
CalFood Program.

(©) (1) ThePublic Higher Education Pantry Assistance Program Account
is hereby established in the Emergency Food for Families Voluntary Tax
Contribution Fund established pursuant to Section 18852 of the Revenue
and Taxation Code.

(2) Notwithstanding Section 18853 of the Revenue and Taxation Code,
funds in the Public Higher Education Pantry Assistance Program Account
shall, upon appropriation by the Legislature, be alocated to the State
Department of Social Services for allocation to food banks established
pursuant to Parts 250 and 251 of Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations
that meet both of the following criteria:

(A) The primary function of the food bank is the distribution of food to
low-income households.

(B) Thefood bank hasidentified specific costs associated with supporting
on-campus pantry and hunger relief efforts serving low-income students.

SEC. 89. Section 18997.2 isadded to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
to read:

18997.2. (@) The department may establish an appropriate method,
process, and structure for grant management, fiscal accountability, payments
to guaranteed income pilot participants, and technical assistance and supports
for grantees that ensure transparency and accountability in the use of state
funds. The department may, at its discretion, contract with one or more
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entities, including, but not limited to, community development financial
intermediaries, state financial entities, or community-based organizations,
for these purposes.

(b) The department may, at its discretion, contract with a third-party
vendor for the purpose of developing a benefits counseling tool or
informational materials for use by grantees to assist in meeting the
requirements of paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 18997.

(c) The department may, at its discretion, require grantees to use a
specified third-party vendor for purposes of administering grantees’ pilots
and to meet the requirements of this chapter.

SEC. 90. Section 18997.3 isadded to the Welfare and I nstitutions Code,
to read:

18997.3. Notwithstanding any other law, the department may accept
and, subject to an appropriation for this purpose, expend funds from
nongovernmental sourcesfor any grant or contract described in thischapter.

SEC. 91. Section 18997.2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
amended and renumbered to read:

18997.4. Thischapter shall become inoperative on July 1, 2026, and, as
of January 1, 2027, is repealed.

SEC. 92. Section 135 of Chapter 27 of the Statutes of 2019, as amended
by Section 27 of Chapter 104 of the Statutes of 2020, is amended to read:

Sec. 135. (@) Notwithstanding any other law, contracts or grants
identified in subdivision (b), necessary for the State Department of Social
Servicestoimplement or eval uate the continuum of carereform as provided
by Chapter 773 of the Statutes of 2015, Chapter 612 of the Statutes of 2016,
Chapter 732 of the Statutes of 2017, and Chapter 910 of the Statutes of
2018, are exempt from all of the following:

(1) The personal services contracting requirements of Article 4
(commencing with Section 19130) of Chapter 5 of Part 2 of Division 5 of
Title 2 of the Government Code.

(2) The Public Contract Code and the State Contracting Manual.

(3) Review by either the Department of General Services or the
Department of Technology.

(b) Thissection appliesto contracts or grantsthat do any of the following:

(1) Provide workforce training and certification to state or county staff
on the use of a Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS)
assessment tool and the use of this assessment tool within achild and family
team.

(2) Develop or provide training and technical assistance to foster care
providers, including short-term residential therapeutic program providers,
foster family agencies, and their staff, related to continuum of care reform
reguirements and core program competencies.

(3) Develop or provide training and technical assistance to county child
welfare and probation departments related to the implementation of the
continuum of care reform.

(4) Perform an evaluation of the level of care rate setting methodol ogy,
as required by Section 11461.2 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code.
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(5) Consult with the Praed Foundation to evaluate the use of a CANS
assessment tool to inform the level of care rate setting system.

(6) Consult with the Praed Foundation and the Mental Health Data
Alliance as necessary to inform the development of a CANS assessment
tool functionalities within the child welfare services digital system.

(c) This section shall become inoperative on July 1, 2025, and, as of
January 1, 2026, is repealed.

SEC. 93. (@) The Legidature finds and declares that the people of
Cdlifornia have benefited from the establishment of a Foster Youth
Ombudsperson pursuant to Section 16160 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code, a long-term care ombudsperson pursuant to Section 9710 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code, and a childcare ombudsperson program
pursuant to Section 1596.872a of the Health and Safety Code.

(b) TheLegidaturefurther findsit isessential to maintain the nonpartisan
nature, integrity, and impartiality of ombudsperson functions and services.

(c) It istheintent of the Legislature to provide similar protections for
youth in juvenile justice facilities by clarifying and defining the role of the
Office of Youth and Community Restoration ombudsperson program within
the California Health and Human Services Agency.

SEC. 94. The Legidature finds and declares that Section 29 of this act,
which adds Section 2200.2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, imposes
alimitation on the public’s right of access to the meetings of public bodies
or thewritings of public officials and agencieswithin the meaning of Section
3 of Article| of the California Constitution. Pursuant to that constitutional
provision, the Legislature makes the following findings to demonstrate the
interest protected by thislimitation and the need for protecting that interest:

In order to protect youth involved in the juvenile justice system and
encourage candor during investigations, the Legislature finds it necessary
to keep confidential records obtained during an investigation that would
otherwise be made public record.

SEC. 95. (&) For the purposes of complying with Section 41 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code, with respect to Section 17131.19 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code, as added by this act, the Legislature finds and
declares that the purpose of the exclusion alowed by Section 17131.19 of
the Revenue and Taxation Code is to provide financial relief to California
residents, including, in particular, low-incomeresidents, to alleviate, in part,
the adverse impacts of the economic disruptions and hardships resulting
from the COVID-19 emergency.

(b) (1) For the purpose of this section, “act” means the Low Income
Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) as described in Section
12087.3 of the Government Code.

(2) In order to provide information on the exclusion allowed by Section
17131.19 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, the Department of Community
Services and Development shall prepare a written report that includes the
number of low-income househol ds receiving a L IHWAP benefit as provided
in accordance with the act.
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SEC. 96. The State Department of Social Services shall calculate and
track what the payment levels and associated General Fund costs, as set
forth in Section 12200 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, would have
been if annua state cost-of-living adjustments had been provided annually,
beginning on January 1, 2009, and each year thereafter. The annua state
cost-of-living adjustment calculations shall be based on the Cdlifornia
Necessities Index and be applied only to the state portion of the grant. This
information shall be provided by the department at the same time as the
Governor’s Budget, in writing to the appropriate policy and fiscal committees
of the Legidature, and on the department’s internet website, commencing
January 10, 2023, and annually thereafter.

SEC. 97. (&) (1) The State Department of Social Services shall adopt
regulations necessary to implement this act.

(2) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the State Department of
Socia Services may implement and administer Section 1530.90 of the Health
and Safety Code and the changes made by this act to Sections 319, 319.3,
358.1, 361.22, 366, 366.1, 366.3, 366.31, 636, 706.5, 706.6, 727.12, 727.2,
4094, 4094.2, 4094.5, 4096, 4096.6, 11461.6, 11461.36, 11462, 11462.01,
11466.36, 13753, 13754, 13757, and 16501.1 of the Welfare and I nstitutions
Code through all-county letters or similar instructions without taking
regulatory action until final regulations are adopted, but not later than 18
months after the date upon which this paragraph becomes operative.

(3) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the department may
implement and administer Section 18928.5 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code through all-county letters or similar instructions, which shall havethe
same force and effect as regulations, until regulations are adopted.

(b) (1) The State Department of Headth Care Services shall adopt
regulations necessary to implement this act.

(2) Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), the State Department of
Health Care Services may implement and administer the changes made by
this act to Sections 4094, 4094.5, 4094.7, 4095, and 4096 of the Welfare
and Ingtitutions Code through all-county letters or similar instructions
without taking regulatory action until final regulations are adopted, but not
later than 18 months after the date upon which this paragraph becomes
operative.

(c) Theprovisionsamended or added by thisact that impact the Medi-Cal
program shall beimplemented only if, and to the extent that, federal financial
participation, as provided under the Medi-Cal program, is not jeopardized,
and all necessary federal approvals have been obtained.

SEC. 98. To the extent that this act has an overall effect of increasing
certain costs already borne by a local agency for programs or levels of
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service mandated by the 2011 Realignment L egislation within the meaning
of Section 36 of Article X111 of the California Constitution, it shall apply
to local agencies only to the extent that the state provides annual funding
for the cost increase. Any new program or higher level of service provided
by alocal agency pursuant to this act above the level for which funding has
been provided shall not require a subvention of funds by the state or
otherwise be subject to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the Cdlifornia
Constitution.

No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article
X111 B of the Caifornia Constitution for certain other costs that may be
incurred by alocal agency or school district because, in that regard, this act
createsanew crime or infraction, eliminatesacrime or infraction, or changes
the penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556
of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the
meaning of Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution.

However, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act
contains other costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to local agencies
and school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7
(commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government
Code.

SEC. 99. This act is a hill providing for appropriations related to the
Budget Bill within the meaning of subdivision (e) of Section 12 of Article
IV of the California Constitution, has been identified asrelated to the budget
in the Budget Bill, and shall take effect immediately.
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